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President’s Message 
By Dave Trahan 
Deerfield, New Hampshire  

We at NAVHDA are sad to share with you that Joseph Dolejsi, a former 
NAVHDA President, passed away January 13, 2018. Joe became a member 
in 1983 and has always been passionately dedicated to NAVHDA's mission. 
If you've been around NAVHDA for a while, you know that Joe's intellect, 
sound judgement, quick wit and uncanny instinct for leadership were vital to 
the organization's success.

These statistics give you only a glimpse at the hours he dedicated to NAVHDA 
at the International level:

•He was a judge for 27 years
•He judged 1793 dogs
•He judged at 218 chapter tests
•He was a Clinic Leader
•He led 14 Handler Clinics
•He was the Director of Testing, 1996
•He was the Director of Judge Development for two years, 1997-1998
•He was the NAVHDA president for six years, 1999-2004
•He was the Treasurer for 10 years, 2008-2017

But Joe was much more than an ambassador to NAVHDA. He was a devoted 
husband to his wife Kaye (She passed away in 2015), a loving grandfather, 
uncle, brother and son to his family members. For many of us Joe was a friend 
and mentor that we leaned on for his wisdom and support. He will be sincerely 
missed by all of us.

What can I say that hasn’t been 
said? Joe was one of those guys 
that made a place in everyone’s 

life. When I first met him, my wife and I 
had gone to the our first NAVHDA annual 
meeting in New Mexico. We had the op-
portunity to have lunch with him and his 
wife Kaye, and a friendship was made. 
Next time we met, I had the opportunity 
to judge with him at the Yankee Chapter 
when I was working towards my senior 
judge appointment. As time went on, we 
would judge together for other chapters 
and the Invitational. When I was first 
elected as president, the Executive Coun-
cil was working on chapter motions; we 
got to the one my chapter put forth, and 
we all voiced our opinions. Joe said to 
me, “Dave, you’re the president now. You 
must think about what is best for NAVH-
DA, not just one chapter.” To this day I 
still remember his words, making sure I 
vote for what is best for all.

RIP Joe.

In Memory Of
Joseph K. Dolejsi

ROCA © 2018

ROCA © 2018
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About The Cover

By Pete Aplikowski
Lino Lakes, MinnesotaON THE 

RIGHT TRACK
The UPT and the Practicality of 
Steadiness and Retrieve Training

According to the NAVHDA AIMS book, The Utility Prepa-
ratory Test (UPT) is designed “to evaluate the dog mid-
way in its training towards becoming a reliable versatile 

gun dog,” and the Utility Test (UT) is “designed to test a dog’s 
usefulness to the on-foot hunter in all phases of hunting, both 
before and after the shot, in field and marsh, and on different 
species of game.”

For an inexperienced handler, the UPT is a great introduction 
to the hunting team concept and the different areas of focus for 
the full UT. There is no age limit for a dog in the UPT, so it can 
also be a good way to evaluate a dog that missed running a Nat-
ural Ability test.

But what about the UPT as a measure of a dog’s usefulness to 
the hunter? Years ago, I had a Lab and then a Boykin spaniel. I was 
a novice bird-dog man, but we found, flushed, and shot birds and 
had fun.  With some retrieving and steadiness training, it would 
have been a lot more fun (and much safer). There were shots taken 
that should not have been—low-flying birds with dogs on their 
tails. There was a time in Iowa that I dropped a rooster across a 
dredge ditch, and the dog refused to go across. It was half a mile 
to a bridge, and I became the dog on that one mile retrieve. For 
those of you who do not hunt waterfowl and feel all the water work 
required of a Utility dog does not apply to your hunting style, think 
again. Pheasants, grouse and woodcock all live near water, and it 
seems almost every year one of my dogs retrieves an upland bird 
from water.

In the NAVHDA UPT, a dog is evaluated across many areas, 
but, for the purposes of the points I am trying to make with this 
article, let’s focus on Steadiness (in the field and at the blind) and 
Retrieving (land and water).  

A UPT dog is evaluated only on the first two parts of the se-
quence-Steady to Flush, and Steady to Wing. Pay special attention 
to the part under Steady to Wing where it states, “ends when the 

In NAVHDA testing, Field Steadiness 
is brokendown into four parts as described here:

“Steady to Flush”

Judging “Steady to Flush” begins when the dog is aware 

of the presence of the handler. Think of “Steady to Flush” 

as behavior during the flushing period. The steady to flush 

judgment ends when the bird leaves the ground.

“Steady to Wing”

Judging “Steady to Wing” begins when the bird leaves the 

ground and ends when the gun is fired.

“Steady to Shot”

Judging “Steady to Shot” begins when the gun is fired and 

ends when the bird hits the ground.

“Steady to Fall”

Judging “Steady to Fall” begins when the bird hits the 

ground and ends when the dog is sent for the retrieve.
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Pete Aplikowski has been a NAVHDA member since 

2013, when he and his wife Kathleen picked up their 

first versatile dog, a Pudelpointer named Ike. At the 

suggestion of the breeder, they were encouraged to 

join the Minnesota Chapter of NAVHDA and run the 

pup in a Natural Ability test. Pete’s response?  “What 

the heck is NAVHDA?” They have since added two 

Wirehaired Pointing Griffons to the family (Monty & 

RJ). Along with their dogs, and a growing amount of 

training equipment and birds, they live in Lino Lakes, 

MN, where Pete is a Realtor with RE/MAX Results, 

and Kathleen is a purchasing manager with Caribou 

Coffee. Pete’s son Ethan (15) is also active in NAVHDA, 

having tested in both Natural Ability and UPT, and 

attended a Handler’s Clinic in 2017 on the Kristin 

Rieser Scholarship. 2018 will find this family attending 

many NAVHDA tests—Pete as an Apprentice Judge 

and running in a UT, and Kathleen as a Test Secretary. 

Ethan also volunteers as a bird planter, and may give 

the UT a try this year with RJ.

gun is fired.” In the real world of hunting, a dog that is consistent-
ly Steady to Wing is a SAFE dog!

A UPT dog is also expected to retrieve a shot bird, “within a 
reasonable distance and easily accessible to the handler.” Dredge 
ditch problem solved!

A UPT dog is expected to remain by the blind in the presence 
of a thrown duck and a live gunshot until sent for the retrieve. 
This is a simpler test than the full UT sequence of the handler 
leaving the blind and the distraction shots, but, for most hunt-
ers, the UPT standard would suffice and still garner compliments 
from your hunting buddies.

On any of the duck retrieves in the UPT, the dog is expected 
to just bring the duck “within reach of the handler” to receive 
a 4. Again, still a very useful standard for hunting without the 
full refinement of a finished retriever that delivers to hand as 
the UT requires.

As in the UT, a UPT dog must also demonstrate a water search 
or “duck search.” This portion of the test evaluates a dog’s de-
sire and persistence in searching for downed or wounded game 
it did not see fall. On the UPT, a dead duck is used, and the dog 
is generally not expected to search as long or as far out as a UT 
dog. Still, the real-world usefulness of a dog that can perform 
this task (even to UPT standards) are crucial when it comes to 
recovering game.

Should you train and test your dog for the UPT, or skip right to 
the full UT? If you ask that question to a professional trainer, you 
might be told that that any dog that can prize in the UPT could 
have easily been trained a bit further to earn a prize in the UT. 
While this may be true, the reality is that the bulk of NAVHDA 
membership is made up of novice handlers and amateur trainers, 
many of whom are training their first dog. For these people, the 
UPT is a very logical stepping stone in the development of their 
dog and of themselves as trainers and handlers.  

With proper breeding and training, all the NAVHDA breeds 
have the potential of becoming finished Utility dogs, and I 
would encourage everyone to keep training toward the UT as an 
end goal. Your dog deserves it. However, if you made the UPT 
test your final goal in NAVHDA and trained your dog to those 
maximum test expectations (Prize I levels), you could quit there 

and would have a MUCH more reliable hunting dog than most 
bird hunters. 

You also may not have to make the decision of which test to 
run until just prior to the test. Since the resources needed to test 
for UPT or UT are very similar, many chapters will allow you to 
switch from UPT to UT or vice versa, assuming you have already 
secured a spot in the running order. Check with your test secre-
tary well in advance. Please also consult the NAVHDA AIMS 
book for the full details of the differences between the UPT test 
and the UT test.

A group of knowledgeable judges and trainers has been assem-
bled and are available to answer your questions about training 
and testing. The topic will vary each month based on the questions 
we receive from our VHD readers. Please send your questions to 
vhd@navhda.org with “On the Right Track” in the subject line. 
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The NAVHDA Youth Programs continue to grow each year. 2017 was a year of 
NAVHDA members, chapters, conservation groups, local businesses and partnering 
organizations coming together to support youth activities throughout North America 
and promote youth involvement within NAVHDA and hunting in general.  
• All programs allow youths ages 18 and under to participate. 
• All application and program information can be found at navhda.org/youth-programs.
• All programs are reviewed and administered by the NAVHDA Youth Committee.

The NAVHDA Youth Committee is comprised of nine individuals dedicated to 

promoting the youth programs, reviewing youth program applications and providing their 

availability to help guide individuals and chapters through the application process. For any 

information about the programs or for assistance and ideas for youth related activities, con-

tact an individual in your area.

 

Bob Hauser: Executive Council Advisor (217) 493-8745 bobhauser1@gmail.com

Andy Doak: Committee Chair (207) 620-6724 andydoak@hotmail.com

Jason Carter: Secretary, Northeast Region (207) 607-2273 jcarter@rsu1.org

Karen Krautz: Southeastern Region (404) 731-9306 kkrautz@gmail.com

Tom Swezy: Rocky Mountain Region (970) 215-1271 tom@indianbrookgsp.com

Shae Birkey: Midwest Region (217) 369-0314 slbirk@gmail.com

Brad Bischof: Midwest Region (612) 209-6574 bradley.bischof@gmail.com

Ruth Weiss: Western Region (760) 207-4108 tilegal05@gmail.com

Julie Towers: Northeast/Canada/Alaska Region (902) 758-1637 jtowersns@gmail.com

YOUTH PROGRAMS
ACTIVITY SUMMARY

2017

RENATA CANADAY © 2018

Kristin Rieser Scholarship Fund
The purpose of the program is to encourage youths 

to participate in NAVHDA Handler Clinics. 100% re-

imbursement is available for those that apply. 

Five youths applied for and received funding to 

attend Handler Clinics hosted by three separate 

chapters in 2017. 

NAVHDA Youth Testing Incentive Program
The goal of the program is to encourage youths to participate in 

the NAVHDA testing system at all levels. 75% reimbursement for 

testing entry fees is available for youths that apply.

34 youths participated in the program in 2017 and tested dogs 

at all levels of the NAVHDA testing system. A 44% increase in 

participation was seen from the previous year, indicating more 

youths are testing dogs and participating in the program.

NAVHDA Youth Events Programs 
The purpose of the NAVHDA Youth Events Program is to fi-

nancially support chapters and individuals who have an in-

terest in hosting or participating in a NAVHDA related youth 

event. A wide range of events are considered acceptable, 

with the goal to get youths interested in NAVHDA, hunting 

and the outdoors. 

• 2017 was the highest participation since inception of the 

program in 2014 with a 25% increase in chapter participa-

tion compared to 2016. 

• Over 400 youths participated across the US and Canada 

with 11 chapters hosting youth related events.

• Chapters hosted a variety of events ranging from field days, 

hands on dog training activities, clay target shooting, and 

guided upland, waterfowl and big game hunts.

RENATA CANADAY © 2018

Things To Consider For 2018
If you and your chapter are thinking of hosting a Youth Event get your 

application in as early as possible prior to your intended event. All appli-

cations are reviewed by NAVHDA Youth Committee, and allowing ample 

time to review applications is required. 

The Youth Committee may ask for additional information or clarifica-

tions about your applications, which, if needed, may increase the review 

time. 

Feedback, photos and written articles are always encouraged.

On behalf of NAVHDA and the Youth Committee we would like to 

thank all those who participated in youth activities and dedicated their 

time to promoting the next generation of NAVHDA members and hunt-

ers. Your commitment to youth involvement helps ensure NAVHDA will 

remain a strong organization for years to come. 

NANCY ANISFIELD © 2018
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This is a story about an amazing ac-
complishment by a remarkable 
young man and his dog. I was was 

lucky enough to be part of this story and 
felt compelled to share this special expe-
rience. So, with a little help on edits and 
photos from the Montana Sharptail Chapter 
family, here’s how I remember it.

On April 25, 2017, I received a text mes-
sage from Cari LeDosquet; ‘Le Dos Kay’ 
is pretty close to the right pronunciation. 
There’s an inside joke there that no judge 
ever comes close to pronouncing their 
name correctly. It’s always hilarious hear-
ing and watching the judges trying to spit 
something out that sounds somewhat close. 

Cari, a Montana Sharptail member 
asked, “Is there any age minimum on the 
handler for our upcoming NAVHDA test?” 
I wasn’t aware of any age restrictions, so 
I took a quick look at the NAVHDA web-
site. No luck there. A call to the NAVHDA 
office confirmed that there is no age restric-
tion to test. Fifteen minutes later, I texted 
Cari back, having a little fun with it. “Hi 
Cari. You’re still young enough to run. 
No minimum age requirement for youth.” 
Cari’s response was “LMAO. It’s for my 
grandson, Thor.” I immediately replied, 
“It would be awesome to see him handle a 
dog!” Now Cari is a young woman, and I 
knew she wouldn’t take offense to my age 
joke. What caught me by surprise was that 
she is a grandmother, and why haven’t her 
offspring been involved with NAVHDA? 

In addition to getting a little chuckle over 
our chat, the possibility of having a youth 
handler in our test got me very excited. It 
had been a few years since our chapter had 
a youngster run a dog in one of our tests.

Fast Forward three months. On July 22, 
2017, at 6:30 a.m. the handler roll call be-
gan on day two of the Montana Sharptail 
test. It was a pleasurable 31 degrees out. 
No time to enjoy the cool morning. We had 
to get running as it was expected to push 
85 degrees, an unusually warm tempera-
ture for Southwestern Montana’s Big Hole 
Valley. Concern for the dogs’ safety was of 

critical importance in those temperatures. 
The roll call included young Thor. The look 
on the judges’ faces made me wonder if the 
judges figured he would just tag along as 
Grandma Cari ran the dog. 

Thor drew the middle of the pack of ten 
Natural Ability dogs. When handler number 
five was called to the start, Thor emerged 
from the willows standing maybe four feet 
tall, tipping the scale at a lean 55 pounds. 
By his side, offering a little assistance and 
a lot of encouragement, was grandmother 
Cari. More importantly, at Thor’s side 
strutted Thor’s Trophy Vom Magic City, 

seventy pounds of GSP muscle. The judges 
looked twice and asked if Thor was actu-
ally going to handle Trophy. Cari assured 
them that he was. So, Senior Judge Phil 
Swain had Thor step up and gave him the 
standard instructions for the Natural Abil-
ity test. Phil asked Thor to demonstrate 
how loud he could yell. Thor, intimidated 
by the surroundings, could barely be heard. 
Next Phil asked Thor to blow the whistle 
hanging around his neck to see how loud 
it was. Once again, Thor was a bit shy and 
the whistle was hard to hear. Grandma Cari 
said, “Thor, blow the whistle like you are 
mad.” Now that blast everybody heard! 
So off went Thor and Trophy with Senior 
Judge Phil Swain at the boy’s side. I was 
standing next to Thor’s mother, Carrisa, 
and grandfather, Craig, watching from the 
starting point. I couldn’t believe how ner-
vous and excited I was for Thor and Tro-
phy. I knew Carrisa and Craig were bounc-
ing off the walls. 

Trophy got off to a slow start. He just 
wasn’t ranging out to search. He really 
wanted to stick close to Thor. I’m sure he 
was sensing all the nerves. As a couple of 
minutes passed, the small group watching 

all thought and whispered in an uncanny 
unity, “They need to get into a bird soon.” 
One of the many good things the judges did 
for the test was to have a “go-to” bird for 
just such a situation. When a Natural Abili-
ty dog was a little slow getting started, they 
had a bird planted in a spot easily identified 
so that they could get the dog that first bird 
contact. Trophy hit the scent of the “go-to” 
bird and slammed on point. Senior Judge 
Phil Swain quickly guided Thor up to the 
dog, showing him how to flush the Chukar. 
The bird rocketed out of the grass heading 
to the other side of the pasture, seeking ref-
uge on the sage hillside. Trophy was clear-
ly excited about the bird—bolting into high 
gear, trailing a few feet behind the Chukar 
in full pursuit. Watching, we all got ner-
vous as Trophy’s chase was heading him 
right for a barbwire cattle fence about 400 
yards from the flush. Anticipating disaster, 
Grandpa Craig also sensed a fence crash, 
so we started heading that way. However, 
at that moment, Phil asked Thor to yell for 
Trophy to come around and, incredibly, 
Trophy heard the small voice and flipped 
a 180, twenty feet from the fence, racing 
back to Thor. The rest of the field search 

was an efficient, thorough, high-speed field 
sweeping with a few stylish points pausing 
the action. Importantly it did not appear to 
just be a free run, as Trophy was cooperat-
ing and obeying Thor throughout the run. 
As the judges called, “Time!” I thought, 
“He just aced that.” The small group watch-
ing gave a big cheer and congratulations 
as Thor, Cari and Trophy returned. Cari 
flashed a big smile with a look of relief that 
said, “Thank goodness that part is over.” 
Thor and Trophy strutted back with a smile 
that said “Man, that was so much fun! Can 
we do it again?!”

The judges decided to go straight into the 
track, trying to avoid the rising tempera-
tures. Thor and Trophy were called up to 
the track with a much larger group in tow 
as word had gotten out about the strong 
field work. The feather pile was set, and the 
rooster freed. From my angle, it looked like 
the pheasant took a big hop, touching down 
about 8 to10 feet from the feather pile, and 
then streaked straight into the dense wil-
lows. Trophy looked ready for business, 
tugging at the lead as Thor, assisted by Cari 
to hold the eager dog back, approached the 
judges at the starting point. Phil stepped in 

Thor’s 
Trophy

CARRISA KIRKNESS © 2018

By John Arkins
Laurel, Montana

CARRISA KIRKNESS © 2018
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to help hold Trophy and, with a little guidance, the track was on. 
As with the field work, it looked like Trophy got off to a slow start, 
taking a few turns working to pick up scent. It didn’t take him too 
long to work through the jump distance and get on the rooster’s 
track. Once Trophy hit the track, it was obvious as he proceeded 
to nose his way straight into the willows in what appeared to be 
a text book track. As Trophy tracked, Phil kneeled next to Thor, 
pointing out each turn and indication by the dog as he proceeded 
to the pheasant. It was at this point I recognized that a magical day 
could be in the making for Thor and his family. 

The lunch break was quick, as the day had warmed into the 
80s. Only the water work remained. Thor and Trophy arrived at 
the water with a VERY eager dog and the entire chapter of fif-
ty-plus spectators. Cari was helping Thor hold Trophy back as Phil 
walked up to assist with restraining the dog. After assuring Cari 
that he was helping Thor, Phil led Trophy and him down to water’s 
edge. Grandma Cari called to Thor as Trophy tugged mightily, 
“Don’t you let that dog pull you in the water.” The crowd roared 
in laughter. Once at the water, Cari called again, “Thor, you make 
him sit.” Thor took Grandma’s advice and commanded Trophy 
to sit, which he did. Phil then 
handed Thor a bumper which Thor 
heaved into the water with Trophy 
eagerly swimming after it After a 
repeat of this strong performance 
and the required check of Trophy’s 
coat and teeth, Thor demonstrated 
his excitement by making a lap 
high-fiving the judges. The crowd 
again erupted in cheers. At dinner, 
one of the judges told me his hand 
still hurt from how hard Thor had 
hit him.

At the completion of the water 
work, I knew we would have a 
very special moment when scores 
were read. It seemed that Thor and 
Trophy had nailed every portion of 
the Natural Ability test. But you 
just never know until the results 
are announced. 

When the time came, Phil had 
Thor come up and sit on the table 
beside him, facing the crowd for 
the judges to read scores. Once 
the other judges had read scores 
that preceded Thor and Trophy, 
Phil started with a brief overview 
on the importance of youth han-
dlers being the future of hunt-
ing, dog handling, and wildlife 

conservation efforts. Phil then began to read Thor and Trophy’s 
scores. Phil went through the dog attributes quickly, as there were 
no concerns. He started down the list of scoring criteria asking 
Thor if he would help read his scores. Thor responded with a loud, 
happy, “Yes!” Phil began, “Use of Nose.” As he was just finishing 
getting out “Nose,” Thor yelled, “Four!” Phil went to the next el-
ement, “Search score.” Thor enthusiastically responded, “Four!” 
The exchange continued down the scores, with Thor responding to 
each with an increasingly louder, “FOUR!” Phil called out the last 
element, “Cooperation score.” Thor roared, “FOUR!!!” The crowd 
erupted in cheers, and tears of joy started flowing. Thor sprung off 
the table, raced through the crowd, and leaped into his mother’s 
arms. It was a complete rush of emotion for the entire group. More 
tears and cheers followed as Phil congratulated Thor and Trophy 
announcing they received a maximum score, 112 points, Prize I. 
The judges finished up with the remaining scores, which were a 
complete blur as the focus remained on Thor’s wonderful accom-
plishment. We had a very strong showing of dogs that day, includ-
ing an amazing tracking show and many 112’s. However, there’s 
no doubt it was Thor and Trophy’s show.  

A few minutes later, someone 
grabbed me around my waist. I 
looked down to see Thor giving me 
a big bear hug. He looked up with a 
big, bright smile saying, “Thanks for 
all the help!” His energy and excite-
ment poured out of him, hitting me 
like a tidal wave. As I choked back 
a tear or two, I leaned down and told 
him what an amazing job he did han-
dling Trophy. He thanked me again, 
spun around, sprinting off and yelling 
back, “I have a date with my mom 
to watch cartoons and play Uno, but 
first I have to take care of my dog.” 
Thor is one special young man and a 
heck of a bird dog handler!

What an amazing experience for 
the Montana Sharptail Chapter get-
ting to share in that magical moment 
for Thor and his family. Mighty Thor 
will be a force to be reckoned with in 
the dog world for many years. So the 
future looks bright with youth like 
Thor taking the leashes. The smile 
and few tears running down Phil’s 
face told me he felt the same way.

Did I mention Thor is only six 
years old?! I hope Thor’s amazing 
story encourages other youth to 
start young.

THOR, TROPHY AND PHIL THAYER.
CARRISA KIRKNESS © 2018
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Most people would choose not to talk about their dog’s fail-
ure at a hunt test, much less write about it, but sweeping 
things under the rug is not my style. I prefer to learn from 

the experience and share it with others. 
Lana (ShoreShot’s Lust For Life) is my newest addition that I 

have incredibly high hopes for. She is bred to the nines, especially 
when it comes to NAVHDA: both her sire and dam are VCs, and 
her sire was just inducted into the GSPCA Hall of Fame (his sire 
is an inductee as well). She has it all: stunning looks, incredible 
nose, drive for days, obsession with water, and a sweet, biddable 
temperament. The way she was working on birds this summer, the 
few times I had her out, she was a little rockstar and should have 
been a shoe-in for a Prize I in Natural Ability. Everyone who saw 
her work was justifiably impressed. So, I entered her in an NA test 
all the way in New Jersey so her breeders could see her ace the 
test. I made the trek from Kentucky and was incredibly confident 
in this four-month-old pup.

Friday before the test, we put five chuckar out for her, and she 
ran HUGE in the field—like a field trial dog—and smoked all the 
birds in no time. I was super excited for the test. That wild field 
trial-like dog did not show up on Sunday. In the field portion, Lana 
would run about 20 yards out, look at me, run back, and repeat. In 
the 20-minute run she didn’t point a single bird, but peed at least 
eight times. (Upon my return to Kentucky, Lana was diagnosed 
with a urinary tract infection, which could certainly affect a young 
puppy’s performance.) The judges even set her up for a bird but, 
still, nothing. Let’s face it—we all bring our dogs to the line in 
NAVHDA with hopes of a Prize I, and to say I was disappointed 
is an understatement. I came off the field in tears. With no birds 
pointed, there can be no prize, and this sure was a long way to 
travel for that kind of result. 

I’m a cup half full kind of girl, so there are still lessons to be 
learned despite that kind of overwhelming disappointment. I think 
these lessons are applicable no matter what dog sport you apply 
them to.

Lesson 1: Don’t quit.
The field portion was the first part of three in our NA test. I seri-
ously thought about quitting at that point and scratching her from 
the test. That really would have been silly, and I’m glad I listened 
to others who encouraged me to finish it out. I chose to treat it as a 
training day and kept chugging.

Lesson 2: Emotion has no place in dog training.
This was a good reminder to keep emotions out of training. It’s 
really, really hard to do this sometimes. It can be hard not to take 
a dog’s performance or lack thereof personally. Instead, we should 
take these moments of time in the dog’s life as a humbling re-
minder that dogs are not perfect, nor are we, and we should roll 
with the lows as well as the highs. If it’s a trained behavior that 
failed, we should take the opportunity to see what’s lacking in our 
training program rather than blame the dog. Since this was a truly 
“natural ability” test with not much training involved, I had no real 
training failure to examine, but instead was reminded this was a 
four-month-old puppy, just a baby, really!

Lesson 3: Dogs are not machines.
Dogs are living, breathing beings that are far from 100% predict-
able. Sometimes they just have off days, just like we do, where it’s 
not necessarily a reflection of your training, or even a reflection 
of the dog herself. You can prepare and train, but cannot control 
every thing, and you have to be prepared for these off-times hap-
pening when you least want them to.

Lesson 4: Listen to those who have been in the sport.
This was a big takeaway for me that day and one of the things I 
really, really love about the NAVHDA world. SO MUCH SUP-
PORT. I had so many pep talks that day from complete strangers 
who sought me out. Several told me some of the best UT dogs had 
failed NA tests. One of these strangers was one who convinced me 
to keep in the test. Even one of the judges pulled me aside after the 
field portion and reminded me this test is but a moment in time in 
the dog’s life and not to take this to heart. I have to say, all the sup-
port from all these really great people who have had phenomenal 
dogs was really touching.

Lesson 5: Don’t be a sore loser.
Dwelling on what went wrong or the fact your dog didn’t get a 
prize, doesn’t do you, or your dog, or anyone any good. Bad test 
days happen to the best handlers in the sport. Take the loss, learn 
from it, be humble, and move on. Equally important, show good 
sportsmanship and congratulate others and celebrate their success. 
One of my biggest pet peeves across all dog sports are poor sports 
who can’t acknowledge others.

Lesson 6: Enjoy the test!
Take the day to watch and learn from others. Despite our terrible 
start to the day, I really did enjoy the rest of the day. Several of 
Lana’s littermates were in the test as well, so it was a lot of fun to 
watch them all run and get to know their owners. Not to mention, 
meeting all kinds of NAVHDA people from a new chapter—one 
of the things I love about testing at other chapters. I always feel 
welcomed at new chapters and the Del-Val NAVHDA in New Jer-
sey was no exception. Plus, you are outside with your dog and 
other dog-crazy people doing the things you all love. Life could 
be much worse.

By Sara Chisnell
Harrodsburg, Kentucky

Lesson 7: The score does not define your dog.
This was the most important to me. I know what an amazing little 
dog I have, and she is so much more than this one day of her life. 
I am very glad her breeders got to see her run two days before the 
test and see how incredible she truly is—they were just as shocked 
as I was by her lackluster run in the field. I am firmly convinced 
her UTI threw her off her game and, had she felt 100%, it would 
have been a completely different result. 

Will I run her in NA again? I’m not sure. Regardless, she still has 
great things in her future, including her first season on wild birds, 
and I can’t wait to see what kind of ride she takes me on!

Update from the author: Lana has since redeemed herself by 
running in her first AKC field trial and taking 3rd place twice in 
a weekend! 
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By Bob Gramzinski
Clarksburg, Maryland

BAND OF BROTHERS

I suspect the Potomac Chapter is like most NAVHDA chapters 
in that we consist of a diverse group of men and women who 
live very different lives during the weekdays, come from di-

verse backgrounds, and have very different personalities. But we 
all share a passionate commitment to training the very best versa-
tile hunting dogs. Each weekend, we load our trucks up to the brim 
with dogs, bird launchers, e-collars, bumpers, shotguns, kayaks, 
and training birds. We put in hours of sweat and hard work helping 
each other train our dogs. All of our sweat equity meets its crucible 
at our hunt test. That’s where this story begins... and for me it’s the 
best of times.

The Best of Times
If you’ve been fortunate enough to earn a Prize I on a Utility Test, 
I’ll wager you can remember all the details of where you were and 
how that first time felt. I certainly can remember nearly every detail 

of that day. For me it was a scorching hot day in late July 2015 in 
the Pine Barrens, New Jersey. The DelVal Chapter was hosting 
its summer hunt test. My friend and fellow Chapter member Eric 
Abraham was the senior judge at this test, and his presence com-
pounded my anxiety. Eric was one of those rare men who always 
made me feel like a child anxiously trying impress his parents. 
Eric had a natural ability to motivate and inspire those around him 
to perform their best. 

My dog and I had trained hard all spring and summer with the 
help of multiple chapter members to get ourselves ready. On that 
blistering day in New Jersey I was second to last in the UT run-
ning order, and the judges had decided that the fieldwork would 
be the first event. This field event held my greatest concern; my 
dog would sometimes get it in his head to take a shortcut and just 
snatch up a pointed bird rather than go through the entire shooting 
and retrieving effort. The only good thing with having the field 

walked in front of my dog to flush the first bird contact. The bird 
flew, the gunners hit their mark, and I sent my dog for the retrieve. 
Point, steadiness to game, flush, shot, and fall were textbook as 
well as the retrieve to hand. Although we nailed the first bird con-
tact, I knew the judges would want to see that entire sequence at 
least one more time. On the next bird contact the dog remained 
steady. The bird was flushed, but both gunners missed, so no re-
trieve. We continued, and the same thing happened for the third, 
fourth, and fifth bird... my dog pointed and was steady for the flush 
and shot but the gunners either missed or couldn’t take a safe shot, 
thus no retrieve. Out of my peripheral vision I could see Eric Abra-
ham, the senior judge, fix a “WTF” glare at the gunners. By this 
time, both my dog and I were wilting in the heat. I could tell my 
dog’s thinking was far from crisp –  I knew the wheels were about 
to come off. The judges then called for a sixth bird to be planted; I 
took the opportunity to get my dog to a water trough and cool him 
down. The judges called us back to the line and we went after the 
last bird. Fortunately, this last bird contact went perfectly through 
search, point, steadiness, and retrieve. Much relieved, I was per-
mitted to exit the field.

The Duck Drag and Retrieve by Water events were the second and 
third events, respectively, and they went without error. After these 
events, I knew I was in contention for a Prize I, but the final event was 
the Duck Search. Most say this event separates the Prize I dogs from 
Prize II dogs, and just the fall prior I had come close to a UT Prize I, 
but fell short due to a handler error during the Duck Search.

The afternoon didn’t cool down as the Duck Search event ap-
proached. The DelVal Chapter has a beautiful Duck Search pond 
consisting of a mix of flooded timber and small islands of tall grass 
on open water. I was nervous waiting for my turn, but when it 
was time to walk to the water’s edge to start the Duck Search, 
my anxiety drained away. I recall a strong feeling of confidence 
in my dog’s ability. At the shot, my dog remained steady. With 
the command of “fetch” and a light tap on the ear he shot into the 
water with the far bank as his destination. The search was textbook 
with an expanding search pattern, and after 8 minutes, I heard the 
familiar ‘yelp’ indicating he had made game as was in pursuit. 
Within the next minute, I could see him on his way back with a 
duck in his mouth. He exited the water, did a half turn at my heel 
and waited for me to take the duck from his mouth. I took the duck 
and waited for the judges to tell me to re-send him or leash him. 
When the judges asked me to leash him I breathed a sigh of relief 

I’ve put pen to paper many times writing this article, but I was always unhappy with the words before 
the ink was even dry. It took time and many failed attempts for me to realize that to breathe life into this 
story I would have to write about things that, to this day, I have difficulty even speaking of. Now that it’s 
written, I’ll preface my story and say that this not a “how to” or even a “what happened” article; rather, 
this is a “who we are” story. A lot of what you will read will sound like a personal recollection, some might 
even say a confession, but this story is much more than that. 

Every NAVHDA Chapter has a history, and in my experience this history is often revealed by members 
after a long training day while seated on a tailgate with a cold beer in hand. They recount, among other 
stories, the comical exploits from our attempts to train our dogs to hunt for us instead of for themselves. 
But some stories are seldom told. In part because they are not humorous, and in part because they con-
nect to a deeper truth, and a collective identity: who we are as chapters and as an organization. 

This is one of those seldom-told stories from the Potomac Chapter. It is a story of men and dogs, death and 
life, hope and dreams shattered and reborn, and most importantly... of brotherhood. This story exemplifies 
who we are as individuals, dog trainers, handlers, and ultimately what it means to be a NAVHDA Chapter.

 This is the story of The Band of Brothers.

event first was that if my dog was going to ‘come off the rails,’ we 
would get it over with early.

As I waited for the other dogs to complete their field runs, I re-
member getting my dog out of his kennel and sitting quietly with 
him under the relative cool shade of a tree. I tried to calm him and 
quietly whispered to him about the need to keep his thinking crisp 
despite the oppressive heat and the presence of so many birds in 
close proximity. When the field marshal signaled that it was my 
turn, I took my dog at heel to the judging team. The air over the 
Pine Barrens sandy soil was dead still and shimmered like super-
heated air over sunbaked asphalt. 

I released my dog and he ran fast and big, covering the first half 
of the field in the initial cast. I tried to look unconcerned as I whis-
pered a silent prayer that he not overheat, lose his head, and just 
take out the first bird he pointed. Suddenly, he locked up on point 
and stayed steady. I tried to look as if this was routine and slowly 

ANDY TRAN © 2018
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imagined. At 54 years of age I was given news that I had advanced 
cancer (Stage 3 Multiple Myeloma) and end stage kidney failure. 

The news was a shock and my life expectancy suddenly became 
much shorter than I ever imagined. I felt cheated of life, cheated 
of time, cheated of everything that I would never be able to do and 
never be able to experience. I felt cheated of the most precious 
non-renewable resource… time. 

I struggled to come to grips with the reality and permanence of 
my illness and depression set in. I grieved thinking that my wife 
would be a widow and she would have to move on with her life 
without me. I mourned deeply that I would never walk my daugh-
ters down the aisle at their wedding or meet my son’s future spouse. 
I was heartsick with the realization that my future grandchildren 
would have no memory of me. I also felt a tremendous loss that I 
would not hunt with my dog and that he would miss the opportuni-
ty to earn a VC title. 

I felt that fate had determined my end, and the only questions 
remaining were how long it would take to die and how much suf-
fering I would endure before I did. Externally, to my family and 
friends I strived to remain stoic and to shield the emotional dark-
ness that had gripped me. My mind recoiled at the thought that my 
family and friends would have to bear witness to cancer consuming 
my body as I slowly degenerated into a bedbound invalid. I thought 
of ways to escape this path, I reasoned that if I could not avoid 
death then I would meet it on my own terms. With these danger-
ous thoughts swirling in my head I knew that I needed something 
positive, something hopeful, to counteract them, but at that time 
there was very little I had control over. I thought about my dog and 

I knew that I wouldn’t soon, or perhaps ever, be in any condition to 
train him for the Invitational, but I thought that perhaps I could try 
to ensure that he had his opportunity anyway. 

In the pre-dawn hours of a sleepless night I sent a text to several 
of my Chapter members; I explained the seriousness of my illness 
and asked if any of them would be willing to train and take my dog 
to the Invitational. My message went to Mark Whalen, Eric Abra-
ham, Chip Bonde, and Ed Nuzum.

Hope
“Hope creates a vision of what could be and inspires the will to do 
what is necessary to get there.” - Bob Gramzinski

I knew this was a big ask of my Chapter members. Getting a dog 
conditioned and ready for the Invitational requires a summer full 
of hard work. Weekends spent out dog training instead of being 
at home getting Honey-Do lists completed: the grass mowed, the 
basement painted, and a myriad of other chores. It also has a hefty 
price tag with training bird costs, travel gas, shells, and dozens of 
other miscellaneous expenses. The early morning hours that passed 
between sending the message and receiving a reply time seemed 
to expand; with each minute feeling like an hour. I worried that 

I had asked too much, that with my message I had put my fellow 
Chapter members in an awkward position of figuring out how to 
politely decline. 

Eric Abraham was well known as an early riser and was the first 
to respond. His reply immediately alleviated all my worries. His 
message back to me was brief and simple: “Whatever you need, 
I’m here for you.” As the morning progressed, all the Chapter 
members I had asked responded that they would help train my dog 
and get him to the Invitational. Although it went underappreciated 
at the time, in that moment, the seed of hope was planted. 

A short time later, Mark contacted me and told me that he would 
take primary responsibility for training my dog. I was elated to 
hear this as Mark is an outstanding handler and trainer, He had 
guided me through Force Fetch, and was on speed-dial for every 
training problem I had encountered. I often wonder why Mark has 
not yet chosen to become a professional trainer; I have no doubt he 
would be successful. I was confident that if my dog was worthy of 
the coveted VC title, then Mark Whalen would get him there. 

Shortly thereafter, Mark surprised me again with his initiative 
to start a fund to pay for the expenses associated with training for 
the Invitational. I was speechless and choked back a flood of emo-
tion to sputter out what was almost certainly an understated and 

and walked back to my truck, praising my dog along the way. As I 
was walking back to my truck, Eric Abraham, with his back to the 
other judges, secretly flashed me a ‘thumbs up’ hand signal with a 
huge toothy grin on his face. 

The day concluded under makeshift shade tarps and folding 
camp chairs while the judges read off our scores. My dog’s score 
was a 204 and Prize I. I was floating on air as I was effusively 
congratulated by the other handlers and judges. I had barely 
left the Pine Barrens to make my way home when my phone lit 
up with Chapter members calling me with congratulations. The 
cool air-conditioned truck ride back home to Maryland never 
felt shorter.

That day was a high point in my life, and, even as the events un-
folded, I knew that they should be cherished and remembered. The 
afterglow of that day lasted for weeks while I waited for hunting 
season to begin. By February, after hunting season, I could prepare 
for the 2016 Invitational.

The Worst of Times
I never did begin Invitational training in February. In late January, 
I became uncharacteristically lethargic, and after a visit to my phy-
sician blood tests revealed that there was something wrong with 
my kidneys. I was hospitalized while I waited for my physicians to 
figure out why my kidneys stopped working. The nights during my 
hospitalization were the worst. Time seemed to draw out with the 
acuity of a sharply bladed knife. During the quiet nights, there was 
too much time to think about all the uncertainty. It took the doctors 
a week to reach a diagnosis, and the news was far worse than I 
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inadequate, “Thank you.”  Pride prevented me from saying how 
grateful and relieved I was at Mark’s thoughtfulness. At that time, 
it was unclear if I would soon, or ever, be healthy enough to return 
to work. 

When the Chapter learned of my illness I was overwhelmed 
by the outpouring of support. My fellow Chapter members sent 
me many wishes for a speedy return to health, and they opened 
their wallets and donated generously to the fund. I was never 
asked for a penny for the costs associated with training my dog 
for the Invitational.

Added support came from members at the Potomac Valley 
Chapter of the Ruffed Grouse Society (RGS). The local chapters 
of both organizations work closely together, have member over-
lap and routinely support each other in our respective missions. 
RGS members also sent me many well wishes, and John Thereault 
and Dave Hansroth arranged a special live auction at their annual 
banquet with the purpose of raising funds to support my dog’s 
Invitational training.

These selfless actions by my fellow chapter members at NAVH-
DA and RGS were an inspiration to me at a time of great personal 
darkness and, in retrospect, represented a defining moment and a 
turning point in what would become my long and difficult battle 
against cancer. I drew strength from their selfless actions and gen-
erosity, both of which motivated and sustained me through ongo-
ing, exhausting rounds of chemotherapy. 

With each round of chemotherapy, my health began to slowly re-
turn. But more importantly, my depression was gradually replaced 
by the hope that I could regain some of my health. Hope solidified 
my will with a determination to endure therapies to achieve this 
goal. To remain motivated, I created a list of all the things that 
I still wanted to do in life. I focused my mind on a future worth 
living for, a future worth fighting for, and this vision comforted me 
through the all my day-to-day trials and discomfort. Included on 
my list was to train at least one more NAVHDA dog. 

Fate
Early spring of 2016 arrived, and Mark dutifully called me to 
make arrangements to begin training my dog. My recollection of 
this time period gets a bit fuzzy as I was a distant spectator of the 
actual training events and successive rounds of chemotherapy al-
tered both my memory and perception of time. 

I do remember Mark picking up my dog on most weekends and 
sometimes weekday evenings. Mark would often keep my dog 
for several days while he traveled around to training grounds all 
along the Eastern seaboard. Mark went down to Virginia to train 
with Matt Smith and up to Pennsylvania to train with Rick Holt, 
Kyle Hough, and Randy King. Mark would usually pull up to my 
house on a Sunday evening and I would meet him at the curb. His 
face would be suntanned from a weekend spent in the outdoors. I 
would be pasty faced, in my pajamas, and hairless from the che-
mo. I recall feeling both deeply grateful as well as envious of his 
weekends and time spent training my dog. 

As June turned into July, I left for two months to Atlanta to un-
dergo a stem cell transplant. In the same month, Rick Holt took 
my dog up to Clyde Vetter’s in Northwest Wisconsin for additional 
training. I was grateful that Clyde allowed my dog onto his train-
ing ground, but I was also worried because Clyde carries the rep-
utation for demanding extremely high standards in his dogs. I was 

sure all the flaws of my dog would be laid bare in NW Wisconsin 
and these flaws would be a direct reflection of all my handler train-
ing mistakes, and ultimately of my capability as a handler. This 
was indeed the case, and my post-training debrief from Wisconsin 
was a mixed bag of both good and bad. Although the flaws in my 
dog’s performance and behavior were hard to hear, the experience 
was valuable because it gave me an unbiased third-party evalua-
tion of my dog’s abilities in a challenging and unfamiliar environ-
ment.  The greatest long-term value of this experience for me was 
that it solidified the innate traits that I would select for when it 
came time to acquire my next dog.

Early September, only a few days after I returned from a suc-
cessful transplant in Atlanta and with my body still severely debil-
itated, Mark stopped by to collect my dog and head off to the 2016 
NAVHDA Invitational in Iowa. 

My dog was scheduled to run on the first day. I remember wait-
ing impatiently for some word to come through. After the field 
event, Mark called me with a report that my dog did okay. During 
the field event my dog was running too big and Mark had to hack 
on him to keep him in range and his backing was imperfect, but 
despite this Mark still thought he may still be in contention. The 
double mark went without error. However, at the Blind Retrieve 
event when Mark tried to send my dog with a “Back” command he 
failed to send, and instead appeared to search the sky as if he were 
back at the double mark event again. His failure to send ultimately 
eliminated him from VC title contention.

This story doesn’t necessarily have a Walt Disney happy ending, 
but it does have a meaning deeper than a VC title. NAVHDA and its 
Chapters are more than just what one sees on the surface with our 
dog training, hunt tests, and Prize titles. We are a brotherhood that 
cares deeply for each other while taking great pride in training the 
very best versatile hunting dog.  So now when people ask me what 
NAVHDA is all about, I tell them that what we do is train high qual-
ity versatile hunting dogs, but what we are is a brotherhood. 

In Memoriam
In this story, I made mention of Eric Abraham 

several times; he was the Senior Judge at my 

dogs UT and the first to respond to my request 

for help and to tell me that “whatever I needed, 

he was here for me.” Eric was a fixture in the Po-

tomac Chapter; for many years, he kept the entire 

Chapter’s hunt test equipment in his garage, he 

was a talented analyst and after every Invitation-

al would present us with an advanced analysis of 

Invitational results. I not only trained dogs with 

Eric, but I also hunted and fished with him, as did 

many of the Chapter members. During the events 

in this story, Eric tragically died while training his 

dog in July of 2016. Mark called me with the news 

while I was in Atlanta waiting for a stem cell trans-

plant. It was the Band of Brothers who had discov-

ered and recovered Eric’s body. It was the Band of 

Brothers who brought Eric home and laid him to 

rest in his hometown of Hebron, North Dakota. In 

the end, it was Eric who never saw the results of 

the Invitational and never had the chance to train 

another dog. I miss Eric; I will never forget him, 

and I mourn my lost Brother.

Epilogue
Today, life is sweeter, time more precious, and I feel the urgent need to never put anything off. If 
an unexpected opportunity arises, I take it. I have started fulfilling my bucket list that I created 
during my darkest days.  In late November, I acquired my next NAVHDA dog; she is a German 
Shorthaired Pointer out of the Garbonita and Ducorbeau lines. Additionally, I plan to start a 
NAVHDA judge apprenticeship this coming spring, and next fall I hope to get either get invited 
or take a big bird hunting trip out west.  My ultimate dream is to take two months off work and 
go on an epic upland and waterfowl hunt that begins in Canada and ends in Mexico, following 
the upland seasons and waterfowl migration. Before I die I’d like to see the sky nearly black 
with waterfowl and golden open western fields bursting with pheasant.

I am feeling amazing well today, my cancer is in remission although my kidneys still remain 
non-functional. I have survived against seemingly impossible odds that should have seen me 
to my grave.  However, as well as I feel today I have not deceived myself, and I know that my 
cancer will return someday and likely kill me. But each day I wake I tell myself, “today is not 
that day.” Life and how I live it has forever changed me.  I appreciate and value the brotherhood 
that I have in NAVHDA, and I’m committed to my Chapter and the Organization. I enjoy the 
company of my friends more, and I will rarely decline or postpone an invitation to socialize 
or hunt. I am too aware that there is no guarantee of a next season, next month, or next week. 
I actively foster the hope and desire that I will live long enough to be with my wife when we 
are old and gray, that I will walk my daughters down the wedding aisle, I will meet my son’s 
future wife, that I will play with my grandchildren, and that my grandchildren will know and 
remember their grandfather. I hope to qualify and take my new puppy to the Invitational, and I 
am determined that I will do everything to help her realize her full potential. 

To my extended NAVHDA family, most of whom I’ve never met... you are all my Brothers, 
and I hope to meet or hunt with you some day. 

Lastly, before all of the fairer gender reading this rush to send me hate mail, and for the record, 
“Brother(s)” in the context of this article is intended to be interpreted as gender neutral, if not 
exactly politically correct. It’s just that repeating Brother/Sister all the time makes for reading that 
one stumbles over. If I have offended, please accept my apology as it was not intentional.

MARK WHALEN - ONE OF MY BROTHERS.



22 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org February 2018 23February 2018 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

By Lisa Boyer, DVM
Loomis, California

Ask
Dr. Boyer

Dr. Lisa Boyer is an emergency medicine veterinar-

ian who practices both Western and integrative 

medicine in California. She breeds, trains, hunts and 

shows Wirehaired Pointing Griffons in northern Cal-

ifornia Please contact her at getagriffon@gmail.com. 

She welcomes suggestions for future articles.

Dear Dr. Boyer,

I have a one-year-old Wirehaired Pointing Griffon that has 
developed a slight lameness in his hind end. It looks as if he 
is “bunny hopping.” I took him to the veterinarian and he 
thinks that my dog may have early signs of hip dysplasia. I 
was very careful to select a puppy from parents who both 
had excellent hips as evidenced by OFA and PennHIP. How 
could my dog develop hip dysplasia and what do I do about 
it now?

Thank you so much for your help.

    Joe B., Minnesota

Dear Joe,

Canine hip dysplasia is a malformation of the hip joint that 
can lead to severe and crippling osteoarthritis. It is a com-
plex disease and, despite extensive research, there are many 
unanswered questions and misconceptions among dog own-
ers. Current research has shown that dysplasia is an inherit-
ed “polygenic” trait that means there are hundreds of genes 
that determine if a dog is affected. The trait is “additive,” 
which means that if more genes are present, the likelihood 
of a dog developing the condition is greater. In addition, en-
vironmental factors such as weight, diet, exercise regimen 
and growth rate can turn a gene on or off, which determines 
whether a dog develops dysplasia. 

Canine hip dysplasia is a very common disease, estimated 
to account for up to 30% of orthopedic veterinary cases. In 
some breeds, the incidence is as high as 70%, and in others, as 
low as 2%. Males and females are equally affected. 

A puppy that has a genetic predisposition towards hip 
dysplasia is born normal at birth. As early as two weeks of 
age, changes occur within the hip structures and eventually 
the joint capsule and the femoral head ligament stretch. This 
increases the looseness, or laxity, of the joint. These chang-
es cause a difference in the way weight bearing forces are 
transmitted through the joint. This causes changes to both 
bone and cartilage, which lead to osteoarthritis. 

You mentioned that your puppy’s dam and sire both had 
excellent hips. However, this is not enough information. To 
more accurately predict if a dog has minimal risk of devel-
oping dysplasia, you need to review the dysplasia history of 
all dam’s and sire’s litter-mates, parents, grandparents and 
great grandparents. Unfortunately, the Wirehaired Pointing 
Griffon has become a breed that now has a significant occur-
rence of hip dysplasia. A dam’s and sire’s PennHIP and OFA 
ratings do not tell the whole story.  

While nutrition plays a major role in the development 
of hip dysplasia, it does not cause hip dysplasia. It does, 
however, influence the severity of disease or the frequency 
of genetic expression. Nutritional excesses of calcium and 
overfeeding contribute dramatically to the disease. It has 

long been touted among veterinarians and breeders that limiting 
protein will prevent dysplasia. It does not matter if you limit pro-
tein, fat or carbohydrate. According to current research, free-fed 
dogs or those with rapid growth and weight gain had significantly 
higher rates of dysplasia, and when present, the disease is more 
severe. The Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) states that 
limiting food intake to 75% of what a dog will eat in 15 minutes 
will decrease the incidence of dysplasia by 38%, as well as de-
creasing hip laxity and body weight. Current recommendations 
are to feed enough food to keep a lean body weight where you 
can feel, but not see the ribs. 

Hip dysplasia may be found on x-rays without any clinical signs. 
The degree of severity on the x-ray often does not correlate well 
to the clinical picture; that is, an x-ray with minor changes can be 
found with a dog with significant pain or vice versa. 

The signs of hip dysplasia depend on the degree of joint laxity 
and osteoarthritis. Decreased activity, reluctance to run, jump or 
climb stairs, lameness that is often worse after exercise, and dif-
ficulty in rising, especially in the morning, are usually owner’s 
concerns. Bunny hopping is a common finding as the dog chang-
es its gait to shift weight off of the painful joint(s).

I could write an entire article on the debate between OFA and 
PennHIP (and maybe that will be a topic for the future), but both 
OFA and PennHIP screening are fairly reliable methods of pre-
dicting whether or not hip dysplasia will result in the offspring of 
a breeding pair. There are other screening tests available, but in 
the United States, OFA and PennHIP are the two most commonly 
used. In Labrador Retrievers, there is a new blood test that tests 
for seven of the known genes in dysplasia within the breed. The 
more of the genes that are present, the higher the risk of dyspla-
sia. This test is specific to Labrador Retrievers and hopefully, in 
the future, this test could be used in other breeds. 

Despite the reliability of the testing, dysplasia can still result 
with two OFA excellent parents or low DI PennHIP parents, if 
the combination of genetics result in the puppy having a large 
number of the genes contributing to dysplasia, or environmental 
influences have caused the genes to be expressed, the puppy can 
have hip dysplasia.

Treatment options for hip dysplasia are many and depend upon 
the severity and the age of the affected dog.

a. Medical management - Canine specific (not human) non-ste-
roidal anti-inflammatories like Rimadyl, Meloxicam, Previcox 
and Deramax are commonly used.

b. Adequan injections - This is a chondroprotective agent that is 
injected twice weekly for eight injections. Then, the injections 
are spaced out and ultimately given only as needed. Adequan 
helps prevent cartilage breakdown. I have had great results 
with Adequan and find it is more efficacious than oral glucos-
amine and chondroitin sulfate.

c. Cosequin or oral Glucosamine/Chondroitin Sulfate - This is 
said to also help prevent cartilage breakdown and decrease in-
flammation.

d. Acupuncture, cold laser, shock wave and prolotherapy - These 
are alternative treatments that have proven effective in many 
patients.

e. Stem Cell Therapy - Injection of a patient’s adipose stem cells 
into the affected joint (see www.vetstem.com). This is a highly 
effective therapy for certain cases and less invasive than sur-
gery.

f. Surgical Intervention - Total Hip Replacement, Femoral Head 
Ostectomy, Tibial Plateau Leveling Osteotomy and other pro-
cedures can help a dog maintain a great quality of life and ac-
tivity.

g. Weight reduction - This alone can improve a dog’s condition 
and reduce lameness more than any other intervention if the 
dog is overweight.
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Pheasant in 
Raspberry Port 

Reduction

Help fellow NAVHDA members eat what we hunt by 
sending in your recipes! Email your recipe and photo to the 

NAVHDA Office at vhd@navhda.org with 
“Full Circle Fare” in the subject line. 

FULL 
CIRCLE 

FARE By Morten Nilsen
Montclair, New Jersey

Spotlight Dog

Is there a dog that you feel has had a significant influence on the advancement of its breed in North 
America? We are looking for submissions to include as a possible Spotlight Dog in this new, month-
ly feature. Please send a few short paragraphs, list of accomplishments of the dog and progeny, and 
high quality photo(s) to vhd@navhda.org with Spotlight Dog in the subject line. 

Bred and owned by Clyde & Marilyn Vetter

VC SHARP SHOOTER’S LADIES MAN
German Shorthaired Pointer

The obvious explanation for Chappie’s call name is the pair of “chaps” 

he sports on his backside. His call name actually came first which led 

us to his registered name. A friend, who is nicknamed Chappie, is one 

heck of a flirt, so the name “Ladies Man” seemed like the perfect fit for 

a stud dog.

It’s a given that any dog added to our breeding program has to be 

an exceptional hunting dog. He retrieves and backs naturally, and is 

as happy chasing ducks in North Dakota potholes as he is crashing 

through cattails for pheasants; like his parents, the heavier the cover 

the better. He’s a “No B.S. hunting dog,” the kind who hunts all day and 

you never have to say a word.

Chappie is more than a hunting dog, he’s part of the family, like all 

of our dogs. He loves to soak up a little sun in the house, and he won’t 

pass up a game of tug-of-war with whoever the latest addition to the 

family pack is. We often say he’s the soul of his grandfather INT CH, VC 

Shooting Starr’s Sharp Shooter MH reincarnated. He’s equal parts hunt-

ing dog, companion and stud dog…and we couldn’t ask for anything 

more than that.

Versatile Champion, UT Prize I, NA Prize I

From a Natural Ability Breeder Award litter 

As of 2017 Chappie has produced:

• 8 Natural Ability Breeder Awards

• 3 Utility Breeder Awards

• 1 Invitational Breeder Award

Progeny Tested:

• NA – 61 tested, 59 Prized with 45 Prize I’s

• UT – 25 tested, 23 Prized with 20 Prize I’s

• Invitational – 6 VC’s

Ingredients
• Pheasant breast on the bone

• Raspberry Vinaigrette

• Olive Oil

• Salt

• Fresh Herbs

• 2/3 bottle of Ruby Port

• ¼ cup Raspberry Vinegar

• Fresh Raspberries

• Red Potatoes

• Asparagus

• Brussels Sprouts

Procedure
Marinate the Pheasant breasts for a few hours in raspberry vinai-

grette, olive oil, salt and fresh herbs of your choice (I prefer orega-

no, sage, thyme).

Bake the potatoes in tinfoil on the grill or in the oven with olive oil 

and sea salt.

While you bake the potatoes, make the Raspberry reduction.

Reduce ruby port with 1/4 cup of raspberry vinegar by simmering 

until it’s almost syrupy.

Then add about 10 fresh raspberries and reduce a little more.

Strain the raspberries out of the liquid and return the sauce to heat. 

Whisk in a tablespoon of butter, taste and add a touch of sugar if 

needed.

Cook breasts on the grill or in a cast iron skillet about 15 min before 

potatoes are done. Season lightly with black pepper.

Bake  asparagus and brussels sprouts vegetables in the oven at 425 

degrees with olive oil, sea salt and pepper until they reach the de-

sired tenderness. (About 10 min).

Dress birds on plate with sauce.
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Kennel Name Applications 

These applications for registration of kennel names have been 
received by the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written 
and submitted to Steve Brodeur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520, 
Arlington Hts, IL 60006, on or before March 1, 2018. To obtain 
registration forms, write the Registrar at the above address or go to 
www.navhda.org. 

Kennel Name Breed Owners

And some other important stuff 
you really should think about reading... 

If you have sent in your 2018 Invitational application make sure 

to look for an acknowledgement receipt in the mail within two-three 

weeks from when you sent it. 

Be sure to send in your litter or dog’s registration early. If a dog is 
not registered, it will not be allowed to run in any NAVHDA tests.

The International office is having problems reading many of the 
application requests for both registry and membership. Please type 
the application or write clearly, as this is very time consuming. 
Also, when attaching documents to the International office email for 
registrations, please attach a pdf file. Look at what you are attach-
ing before sending, because the office is having problems getting 
blank applications, and the attachments are not readable. The files 
need to be 8”x11,” and not dark. 

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training tips 
and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum.  Please send 
them to vhd@navhda.org.

THE FORUM  

Photo of th
e Month

NEW VHD EMAIL:
vhd@navhda.org

2020 Invitational Location
The first NAVHDA Invitational was held in 1988 in Ontario, Canada, and, 

since that time, has been held in seven different states from Maine to 

North Dakota. Since 2009, the NAVHDA Invitational has alternated be-

tween two fantastic locations: the Buckeye Chapter in Ohio and the 

Hawkeye Chapter in Iowa. The grounds, hospitality, and chapter sup-

port at all locations has been amazing every year, and that tradition will 

undoubtedly continue this year in Iowa! At the 2017 Annual Meeting it 

was announced that applications to host the 2019 Invitational would 

be accepted from any chapter, including chapters that have hosted it 

in the past and those that have not, but would like to. We will be doing 

that again for the 2020 Invitational. Interested chapters should contact 

either Tracey Nelson, Invitational Director (quickpup25@gmail.com), or 

the NAVHDA Central Office (navoffice@navhda.org) as soon as possible.

Requirements to Host an Invitational

Grounds

Fields: 

Three fields of at least 100 acres each. Cover sufficient to hide birds 

(chukars) with at least some areas that allow sight lines to judge back-

ing sequences. Parking for fields that is accessible in any weather or 

mud.

Double Mark Pond: 

At least 5 to 8 acres. Natural cover at the banks and open water marking 

area. Parking area and roads to and from.

Blind Retrieve/Honor by Blind Pond: 

A body of water having approximately 100 yard long blind retrieve with 

no cover in water and a bank on the far shore that allows viewing of 

dog when it gets to the duck. The shape of the water is important. It 

must be longer than wider so as to not invite a dog to run around the 

pond instead of swimming across (ie: no round ponds).  The position for 

Honor by Blind must be approximately 50 yards downshore from the 

Blind Retrieve site. Again, there must be parking and roads to and from.

Exercise fields:  

Minimum of two, not on official Invitational test grounds.

Headquarters:  An area for opening and closing ceremonies (standard 

setup, flags.) Electronics to run sound system. A building for setup of 

radio control station, computers, printers (solid building that can be 

securely locked at night.)  

Airport:  

A major airport not more than one hour drive to grounds.

Equipment

Field:  

6 single barrel 12 gauge break open shotguns. 6 large bird bags, 3 sets 

of game shears, ziploc bags (large and small), hand wipes, 9 water tubs, 

6 four wheelers or other atv, 6 coolers, 6 pop up tents 6 flash collars, 10 

oranges vests, 12 chairs.

Double Mark:  

2 wingers, hammer, extra bands for wingers, extra electronics for wing-

ers, two 12 gauge break open guns, one has to be double barrel ca-

pable of shooting two blanks, 12 decoys, garbage bags, hand wipes, 

ziploc bags, boat, life jacket, 2 coolers, 2 tents, 6 chairs, duck dryer.

Blind Retrieve/Honor by Blind: 

Winger, extra bands for winger, blind to hide winger, single barrel 12 

gauge break-open shotgun, blanks, Bye dogs/Honor by Blind dogs: 

Must have at least 2 VC dogs available as bye dogs for the fields each 

day, and at least 2 UT or VC dogs available to retrieve the duck at the 

Honor by Blind each day. Also a test dog at each water venue and avail-

able for set up day.

20 clipboards, rubber bands and pens.

Hotel:  

Hotel with a minimum of 120 rooms to be the host hotel. Must allow 

pets and preferably be willing to provide an early breakfast option on 

the day we will be there. Thirty minutes to grounds or less.

Other

An on call veterinary clinic within an hour drive (max).

Chapters must be able to provide lunches for all workers, approximate-

ly 40-45 workers per day. A banquet facility to host dinner Friday or 

Saturday night, approximately 100-125 people.

A local bird supplier or suppliers that will contract for chukars and ducks 

at a reasonable rate ($7 to $9 for chukars and $12 to $15 for ducks.)

Sufficient signage to get participants and spectators to the different 

venues. Parking signs at venue. Signs to get people to and from exer-

cise fields.

Signs to mark exercise fields. (A total list of needed signs will be given 

to any chapter that will be hosting the  Invitational.)

The hosting chapter may inquire about renting the signs and other 

equipment from chapters that have previously hosted the Invitational.

INVITATIONAL 
HOSTING REQUIREMENTS

In an attempt to take some of the workload 
off of the main office and streamline the 
submissions process, we have set up this 
dedicated email address for VHD submis-
sions, ideas and comments. It is a direct 
line to Mary Burpee, the Editor, and Tim 
Otto, the Director of Publications.

Although we realize it can be difficult to 
teach old dogs new tricks, we are all look-
ing forward to using this new system, and 
we hope it will generate more input from 
all of you.

Try it out when you get the chance and send 
us a little something! We’re currently doing 
a field search for puppy articles and pho-
tos for the May puppy issue, so that would 
be a great place to start.

Please note that all advertising requests and 
other NAVHDA business still needs to go 
to the main office at navoffice@navhda.org.

Just fire and ice... N
o ducks here.

Submitted by John Crane, Wilmington, Ohio

ASPEN HILL GS JEREMY J. STEINLE 

NIGHTINGALE GR ANDREW F. BOYLE

STELLA DEL NORD SP HOLLY H. FORBES

BEARDED LADIES GW  JAMES L. WINGERT
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Name Breed Sex Owner(s)
2V’S BRUNELLA GS F C Diane Simmons, Darrel R Dimick

ABBY GR F Michael J Mcneil

ACE VOM DORNENHUGEL GW M Luc Raymond

APACHE VOM TUNDRAMOOR GW M Donald D Lietzau

ARCHER VOM BLACKS CREEK GW M Bart C Gliatta

ASGARDSREIA REBEL GS M Theodore C Haffenreffer

ATTICUS DEL RIO CONCHO AVE BURLANDO GS M Mark P Santos

AUTUMNWOODS COOL BREEZE GS F John A Lehman, Lorie J Lehman

AUX LAKE ROYAL LADY OLIVIA GR F Scott F Moore

BACH GS M Jim Ritze

BACON HILL ANGEL OF THE WILLOW GS F Theodore J Mceachron

BACON HILL FIONA GS F Matthew Lorello

BACON HILL INSPIRATION GS F Conor J Devoy

BACON HILL MINNIE HARPER GS F Patricia L Ribaudo

BAKERVALLEY AMITY GS F Ronald A Behnke

BARONBURG’S OLGA GS F Pat Pacitti

BEAU GS M Matthew J Minich

BELLAEBRAVO IT’S ALL ABOUT HARRY SP M Douglas W Millard

BELLEBRAVO BERE L’ARANCIO KOOLAID SP M Jack N Clendenny

BL RIMROCKS MCCOOEYE SON OF BOOTS GS M Peter B Mccooeye

BLACKRIDGE 4 LEAF CLOVER GS F Dawn M Watkins, Joseph J Mastriano

BLACKTHORN HUDSON GS M Dawn Quinn, Vincent Quinn

BLHSMOKINGDARTHVADAR GS M Douglas R Harrison

BOLD BREEZE ALL OUT CHASE SM M Michael D Skowronek

BOLD BREEZE ARTEMIS SM F Brian K Werner

BONE POINT’S UKIAH GW F Robert D Schweikhardt

BONE POINT’S WILDE GW F James R Pease, Kelly D Jobes

BONE POINT’S XERO GW M Kenton W Dickerson

BOONES FARM JUNIOR PP M Adam M Salazar

BOULDER’S N FUSION’S BELLE AMI VI F Fred O Gregory

CADY FALLS ASPEN DISCOVERY GS M Michele T Gravely

CEDARWOODS ESSENCE OF TUKR PP M Karina S Von Middendorf

CEDARWOODS IMAGE OF TUKR PP M Robert S Farris

CENT II VOM FUCHSFLUESSCHEN GW M Charles C Ellithorpe

CHAZ CADENS RUGER GS M Bryan R Franckowiak

CHIAUSI OTTO MATIC ES M Shawn P Kelly

CHIPPEWA MORGAN’S YOLO GS M Howard H Meyer

CLADDAGH’S FAST STACHE GW F Courtney J Bastian, William T Bastian

CLAUDE VOM REINBERG GW M Shae Birkey

COPPERSHOT’S DIVA GR F Erika J Tatroe

CORBRITTS ROCKIN’ DA BOONDOCKS BS M Daniel F Cordero, Donna Cordero

COTTONWOOD’S STAN THE MAN GR M Tara L Moody, Ian C Moody

CRAZY CASTOR’S PATO PERRO GW M Morten Nilsen

CROWNPOINT LICHEN GR F Steven Hill

CROWNPOINT LIKEWISE GR F Michael A O’Donnell, Susan K O’Donnell

DANKARS WISKONSIN STURZ SCHONE GS F Daniel G Gannon

DE JAC’S IMAGINE ITASCA WINGS GR M Joseph R Mix

DEADWOOD’S BURNIN’ HAZEL GS F Gregory D Fry

DELCREST CHIEF JOSEPH BERNARD GS M Anne M Kernan

DES BASSES TERRES FEE DES BOIS GS F Pierre Boutet

DJ’S TOP GUN HUSTLING HANNA GS F Donald D Cross, Janice I Cross

DJ’S TOP GUN’S WING MAN GS M Richard D Armbrester

DREAMWORKS ELVIS BODIE PP M Jeffrey E Hamlet

DREAMWORKS YUKON PP M Todd D Bender

DRUMMING WOODS A’MAJOR BS M Allen E Glover

DRUMMING WOODS EZENA BS F David Marks

DRUMMING WOODS MAXIMUS BS M Brent E Catura

DUCHASSEUR EMBER GR F Robert F England, JR, Alison England

DUCHASSEUR PETIT CHARLIE GR M Serge Mimeault

DUCORBEAU JACQUES GS M Norman J Licht

Name Breed Sex Owner(s)
DUCORBEAU MAXIMUM GS F Donate Thibault

DUTCH HOLLOW STEADY POINTS STELLA GS F Clyde E Vetter, Marilyn Vetter

DUTCH HOLLOW TEMPETE GS M Pierre Boutet, Julie Dumont

DUVALIN STONEHENGE GEORGI GIRL GR F Jerri A Stanley

ELECTRICBLUES HITAILYN BOOGIE GS F Gary K Johnson

ESLADA VOM CANUCK GS F Theodore J Mceachron

FLAT WATER’S CAUSING QUITE A STIR GS F Matthew N Wagner

FLEMING’S JAKE FROM ESHOD GS M David M Giorgi

FLEMING’S MAD MAX AT WINCHESTER OAKS GS M Clifford J Fleming

FOUSEK Z SAKERED BOHDAN CF M Monica A Redmond

FRIEDELSHEIM’S TUCKERMAN GS M Andrew R Evans

FRIEDELSHEIM’S UPLAND THUNDER GS M Tom Krok

FRISCO’S COLT GS M Brian C Dietz, Kathy Dietz

GARBONITA DEXTER GS M Edward A Harrington

GARBONITA LOUIS VUITTON VON CLEMENZA GS M James Clemenza

GRANDEL VOM WINDIGEN PUNKT GW F Joshua P Meyers, Carol A Meyers

GRIFFE D’AUTOMNE RIVIERE IZZIE GR F Robert Fee, Martin Gagnon

GRIFFIN BLUES COLTRANE GS M Gary K Johnson, Whitney Johnson

GRIFFS DOUBLE LL HERE FOUR THE PARTY GW F Michael L Garriott

GRIFFS DUKE WINGER GW M Neal M Duehr

GROUSE POINTS PARADISE GS F Marsha L Reifsteck

GROUSE POINTS PUSHING THE LIMIT GS F Dustin G Whittington

GUNNERS ACRE PRAIRIE ROSE GS F Robert S Popelka

HARDPOINT’S SILVERSTATE SCHATZEE GW F Clifford Ellingwood

HIGH STANDARD’S ECHO PP M Russell W Cleland

I CLAUDIUS VI M Mara D Fizdale

I-80’S DEUCES WILD PP M Brian D Campbell

ILSA IV VOM ALTMOOR GW F Kim S Klein

JACK II VOM LIETHER-MOOR GW M Todd Rockhold, Marci J Rockhold

KANZAKAW’S GROUSE BAY GARNET SKY GR F Frank E Smolke

KEVIN’S DELLA WITH WINGS BS F Kevin J Clayton

KILLBUCK’S YEAGER PP M Robert L Kendall

KING LOUIS HANGON SLOOPY GR M Irina S Petty, William Petty

KRYSTAL CREEK’S MOJO GS M Steven A Harmeyer

KRYSTAL CREEK’S VISIT FROM AUNT FLO GS F Curt J Arneson

LONG HAIRED COUNTRY BOY BOCEPHUS BS M Cade J Allen

LW FLATLANDS GUS ON POINT GS M Wesley J Everman

LYSTLUNDS HONNEY GS F Richard S Caldwell

MARTINSEN’S MO RIVER REGGIE VI M Philip F Meyer

MIDAS CREEK’S SHARP SHOOTING ANNIE GS F Shane Thacker

MILLIE COOPER MARQUIS GR F David R Wolf

MOCHA’S SERGEANT BOONE GS M Alli M Morris

MOLSON VOM SCHLUSSSTEIN GS M Brandt F Fink, JR

MORGAN CREEK FARM’S FRITZ VOM RAINER GS F John C Morgan

MOUNTAINS FURY AUTUMN GS F Jeffery L Bordwell

MOUNTAINS FURY ISABELLE DEKAY GS F Matthew D Dekay

MUELLERS GRIFFS FRITZ GW M Dan J Griffith

MUELLERS PRAIRIES FIRE AGGIE GW F John S Mueller

MYKA DES AZTHECK GS F Alain Gauthier

NORTHERN EXPOSURE SISU FEST GS F Marie Wade, Peter B Wade

NORTHWATER’S GLIMMERING JADE GS F Nicholas B Berg

NORTHWATERS LOCOMOTION GS M Tammy Lynn Hill

OLIVER VON RAINMAKER GW M Edwin R Challacombe

PAN AMERICAN CHICA MCCRAY PP F Randy Valley

QUAIL RIDGE WILLOW GS F Andrew T Gallant, Bronwyn L Field

QUANTUS VON BURKHART GS M Alan P Burkhart

QUILL VON BURKHART GS F Alan P Burkhart, Kimberlie M Burkhart

RC CASCADE SHOWGIRL GW F Matthew D Solt

RESERVOIR BRITTS MAGNOLIA BS F Erica N Affuso

RGK SASSY WALKER GS F Kyley Googins-Caldwell, Richard S Caldwell

Name Breed Sex Owner(s)
RIMROCKS BLACK RIVER BIRCH GS M Barbara A Koskos

RIMROCKS BLACK TIE AFFAIR GS F Martha Ann Imperato

RIMROCKS COOL HAND DUKE GS M Matthew R Pomeroy

RIMROCKS ICE BREAKER GS M Matthew I Judice

ROBINGUN’S CSI K NINE DOTTIE SM F Rodney D Jensen

ROCK CREEK EDMUND FITZGERALD PP M Scott A Kossan

ROCK CREEK VINTAGE PP M David M Hahn

ROCK CREEK WALK THE LINE PP M Mark D Ninneman

ROSALITA VON BRUSHY NECK GS F John Yacono

SADDLEROCK’S PAINT IT BLACK GS M Darryl Pernat

SAM’S FREIHEIT L J GIBBS GS M Jeffrey R Rucker

SCHWARZWALD’S DISTILLED ZEBULON PIKE GW M Meagan D Depue

SEVEN PINES ELLA SP F Norman R Prima, Carol L Prima

SHARP SHOOTERS BATTLE OF SHILOH GS M Cullen Foley

SHARP SHOOTERS LET’S ROLL GS M Daniel L Snider

SHARP SHOOTERS LITTLE HOTTIE GS F Richard W Holt

SHARP SHOOTERS PRINCESS TERRACOTA GS F Timothy S Clark

SHARP SHOOTERS SHOW ME THE MONEY GS M Darin W Tolzin, Amber Tolzin

SHARP SHOOTERS STOLE MY HEART GS F Chip E Bonde

SHARP SHOOTERS TRUTH BE TOLD GS F Clyde E Vetter, Marilyn Vetter

SHARP SHOOTERS WINDS OF CHANGE GS M Randy S King

SHOOTING STARR’S TINKER BELL GS F Dave J Dulak

SILVERSHOT’S AMAZING ACE WM M Randall S Hanson

SILVERSHOT’S GREAT EXPECTATIONS WM F Gerald W Gertiser, II, Judy L Balog

SILVERSHOT’S MOXIE IS BANZHAF’S NEW HEARTBEAT WM F Scott Banzhaf, Shelley Banzhaf

SPANISH OAKS HOT BROWN MESS GS F Robert K Barr

SPRING VALLEY’S MAMA TRIED GS M Sean P Timmens

STANDING STONES ITS GOING DOWN GS F Charles N Coulter, Annie Nuss

STONESTHROW’S ICARUS PP M Larry M Stone

STONEWALL SMOKEHOUSE GW F Thomas A Snyder

STUMPTOWN’S POINT LATCH GS M Christina J Swift

SUNDANCE WYATT EARP GS M Matthew J Judges

SWITCHGRASS DUST IN THE WIND GR F Jay C Hoth, Lisa R Hoth

THREE PAWS CAVALIER GW F Brian C Johnson, Levi Johnson

TILLY VON KINGS CROSSING GS F Vito F Caramia

TIMBERDOODLE YUKON JACKSON WM M Joshua D Flowers

TITUS VOM BEAVER CREEKS GS M Mark A Moses

TKO TOP GUN LADY ELLIE GS F Bradley L Weets

TOLKA BELLE Q MAVERICK BS M Allen E Glover, Julie A Glover

TOP SHELF’S CECE VOM NOBLE-SPIRIT GW F Jeff L Jalbert

TOP SHELF’S NORTHERN NIGHTS GW F Andrew J Thill

TOP SHELF’S OZZMAN COMETH GW M Jeff L Jalbert

TRUXTON HILLS GRETTA GS F Joseph J Mastriano, Dawn M Watkins

UROS EBEN-EZER SM M John R Mustain, Sandra K Mustain

VANESSA VOM BUFFELTALER GW F Kyle T Hough

VERMILION CARTER’S BARTOS VI M Cindy Mcmorran

VOLKER VOM BUFFELTALER GW M Timothy A Otto

VOM REINER-BROUHA’S DA NIECE’S ECHO GS F Paul Brouha

WHISKEYTOWN MERLOT BISTRO GR M Todd J Kobus

WHISKEYTOWN STONEHENGE MIDNIGHT MOON GR F Stephanie R Martin

WILD SKY’S JESTERS GOING PLACES GS M Casey W Mowers, Shawn M Mowers

WIND RIVER JUNE OF SEELYE BROOK FARM VI F Christopher R Petro

WINDHEIMS FIONA DAISY LEE GS F John A Scoza, Terri A Mcintosh

WIRE CREEK AUGUSTUS GW M Jared Neville

WIRED WEST TRUE GRIT GW M Matthew D Solt

WIRESWEST NITTY GRITTY GW F Meg J Eden

YASMIN V.D. RITTERBURG GW F Daniel M Ostermann

YVONNE VOM BUFFELTALER GW F Dennis J Foster

ZEIGER VON PLAYING WITH MAGIC GS M Lauren P Kennedy

ZODIAKS ROLLIN ON AT FOURWINDS GS M Ann D Spiegel

DOGS ELIGIBLE TO RUN IN THE 2018 INVITATIONAL
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Use code NAVHDA2018 for 10% off your order |  DAKOTA283.COM  |  866.595.4332

RUGGED TRAVEL GEAR

TO PROTECT YOUR

PRECIOUS CARGO

Become a Pheasants Forever Member Today and 
Claim Your FREE PF Leash & Collapsible Dog 

Bowl, Your Best Friend Will Thank You!

www.pheasantsforever.org/NAVHDA

Help Us Protect the Healthy 
Habitat and Wild Places You and 

Your Bird Dog Love to Roam.

THE RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY – 

PRESERVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS:

HEALTHY FORESTS

ABUNDANT WILDLIFE

SPORTING TRADITIONS

Join Today!

RuffedGrouseSociety.Org

1-888-564-6747
Photo by Nancy Anisfi eld

CLASSIFIEDS  

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through the 
NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in the “Pre-Pay 
VHD Ads” section. All classified ads are limited to 35 
words and price is $35.00 for all categories. Submission 
deadline for classifieds is the first of the month before the 
month of issue. For example: deadline for April issue is 
March 1st.  

Got something to sell? Why not advertise with us! We have online 
classifieds available through the NAVHDA store and also magazine 
classifieds and regular ad sizes.  For more information, go to our website 
(www.navhda.org) under “Advertise with Us” for full details.
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2018 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date Chapter/Location Test Type Contact Telephone E-mail
Feb 10 Southern California CA NA Patricia Beaver 951/662 1934 pabeaver2@aol.com
Feb 24-25 Mid South GA NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Presley 706/330 7021 kimberlyepresley@gmail.com
Mar 2-4 The Valley Of The Sun AZ NA/UPT/UT Daniel Wittman 623/237 2790 wits-end_knl@msn.com
Mar 3-4 Tarheel NC NA/UPT/UT Kyley Googins-Caldwell 910/514 6059 kyley.googins@gmail.com
Mar 10-11 Florida Palmetto FL NA/UPT/UT Danelle Snyder 321/750 7386 dysnyder58@gmail.com
Mar 10-11 Lone Star TX NA/UPT/UT Megan Murphy 281/989 5933 megan-murphy@att.net
Mar 17-18 Carolinas NC NA/UPT/UT Kim Lewis 850/602 2515 klewis700@ymail.com
Mar 24-25 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease 703/765 5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Mar 24-25 Texas TX NA/UPT/UT Gregory Kadesch 817/271 7878 greg.kadesch@texasnavhda.org
Mar 31-Apr 1 Mid South GA NA Kimberly Presley  706/330 7021 kimberlyepresley@gmail.com
Apr 13 Northern California CA NA/UPT/UT Jennifer Roney 916/765 5930 jenbaker7404@gmail.com
Apr 14-15 Great Central Valley CA NA/UPT/UT Russell Cleland 530/340 5255 russ@motherlodegundogs.com
Apr 20-22 Wasatch Mountain UT NA Mark Taylor 801/694 2599 markkevintaylor@hotmail.com
Apr 20-22 Grand Canyon Of Arizona AZ NA/UPT/UT Jim Carpenter 928/213 1642 jcarpen323@gmail.com
Apr 28-29 Zia NM NA Clarence Filip 505/688 1015 cwfilip@comcast.net
May 5-6 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Richard Ray 304/872 1566 sray44@frontier.com
May 5-6 Willamette Valley OR NA Nancy Breuner 541/389 6353 nbreuner@yahoo.com
May 5-6 Pocono Mountain PA NA Kyle Hough 570/818 4090 kyle@schwarzwaldkennels.com
May 12-13 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Shannon Mcgarrity 901/237 8967 smcgrrtyuofm@gmail.com
May 18-20 Treasure Valley ID NA/UPT/UT Penny Masar 208/739 2138 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
May 19-20 Midwest Tri State SD NA Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
May 19-20 Kentuckiana IN NA John Willingham 502/773 6087 john.willingham3@gmail.com
May 19-20 Minnesota MN NA Kathleen Aplikowski 612/597 3189 katapple@comcast.net
May 19-20 Northern Illinois WI NA/UPT/UT Amber Glaves 262/206 3159 glavesa911@gmail.com
May 19-20 Wisconsin River WI NA/UPT/UT Anne Zeches 608/334 5022 atzforever@yahoo.com
May 19-20 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell 610/304 6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
May 25-27 Merrimack Valley NH NA/UPT/UT Joanna Korte 603/664 5394 joannakorte@gmail.com
May 26-27 Wisconsin WI NA/UPT/UT Steve Harmeyer 920/668 8619 kckennel@gmail.com
Jun 1-3 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT Debra Letcher 952/994 1459 letchers@mchsi.com
Jun 1-3 Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
Jun 2-3 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Marion Siebert 412/751 0214 sieset@comcast.net
Jun 2-3 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Christopher Orcutt 860/342 5724 corcutt01@comcast.net
Jun 2-3 Hawkeye IA NA Donald Cross 641/521 4445 djcross@iowatelecom.net
Jun 2-3 Treasure Valley OR NA Penny Masar 208/739 2138 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
Jun 2-3 Ontario Grand River ON NA Jan Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Jun 2-3 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/491 5797 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Jun 2-3 Illowa IA NA Michelle Wilbers 563/672 3291 michelle@brushdale.com
Jun 8-10 Yankee ME NA/UPT/UT Alexander Runyon 207/841 0630 runyon@maine.rr.com
Jun 9-10 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Mike Corbett 920/419 0543 mfcorbett1951@gmail.com
Jun 9-10 Central Dakota ND NA Mary Anne Mckenzie 701/425 1293 maryanne.mckenzie@yahoo.com
Jun 15-17 St Croix MN NA/UPT/UT Kara Gannon 715/595 3068 info@dankarkennels.com
Jun 16-17 Red River Valley ND NA Steven Buck 701/729 6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Jun 23 Ottawa Valley NY NA Anne Kernan 315/783 8423 anne.kernan@yahoo.com
Jun 30-Jul 1 Pocono Mountain PA NA/UPT/UT Kyle Hough 570/818 4090 kyle@schwarzwaldkennels.com
Jul 14-15 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Debbie Kurtz 262/305 2252 debbie@4hmh.com
Aug 3-5 Alaska Yukon AK NA/UPT/UT Dori Hollingsworth 907/491 0393 dori@gci.net
Aug 10-12 Willamette Valley OR NA/UPT/UT Nancy Breuner 541/389 6353 nbreuner@yahoo.com
Aug 11-12 Wisconsin River WI NA/UPT/UT Anne Zeches 608/334 5022 atzforever@yahoo.com
Aug 17-19 Central Dakota ND NA/UPT/UT Mary Anne Mckenzie 701/425 1293 maryanne.mckenzie@yahoo.com
Aug 17-19 St Croix MN NA/UPT/UT Ralph Sobkowicz 218/324 2249 rsobkowicz@hotmail.com
Aug 17-19 Southern Minnesota WI NA/UPT/UT Monica Redmond 608/385 9194 monicaredmond@live.com
Aug 17-19 Eastern Quebec QC NA/UPT/UT Francois Laplante 418/884 4227 info@lepolyvalent.ca
Aug 17-19 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT Tammy Lynn Hill 218/263 3424 thhill@mchsi.com
Aug 18-19 Ottawa Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Anne Kernan 315/654 3587 anne.kernan@yahoo.com
Aug 18-19 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Christopher Mokler 920/279 6104 cmokler@gmail.com
Aug 24-26 Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
Aug 24-26 Merrimack Valley NH NA/UPT/UT Joanna Korte 603/664 5394 joannakorte@gmail.com
Aug 24-26 Wasatch Mountain UT NA/UT Mark Taylor 801/694 2599 markkevintaylor@hotmail.com
Aug 24-26 Treasure Valley ID NA/UPT/UT Penny Masar 208/739 2138 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
Aug 24-26 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell 610/304 6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
Aug 25-26 Hickory Run PA NA/UPT/UT Barbara Brookman 610/294 9022 brookmanbj8@gmail.com
Aug 25-26 Red River Valley ND NA/UPT/UT Steven Buck 701/729 6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Aug 25-26 Wisconsin WI NA/UPT/UT Tracy Harmeyer 920/668 8619 kckennel@gmail.com

Aug 31-Sep 2 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT Bryce Adams 651/387 8556 bryce.adams@exceleng.net
Sep 7-9 Yankee ME NA/UPT/UT Alexander Runyon 207/841 0630 runyon@maine.rr.com
Sep 7-9 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Marion Siebert 412/751 0214 sieset@comcast.net
Sep 8-9 Minnesota MN NA Jason Mckinzie 763/300 9284 mckinzie75@hotmail.com
Sep 21-23 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/491 5797 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 21-23 Illowa IA NA/UPT/UT Raymond Carter 563/559 0426 rcarter1@mchsi.com
Sep 22-23 Northern Illinois WI NA/UPT/UT Amber Glaves 262/206 3159 glavesa911@yahoo.com
Sep 22-23 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Christopher Orcutt 860/342 5724 corcutt01@comcast.net
Sep 29-30 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Vincent Wehrle 614/519 8764 vinw99@yahoo.com
Sep 29-30 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Shannon Mcgarrity 901/237 8967 smcgrrtyuofm@gmail.com
Oct 6-7 Pocono Mountain PA NA/UPT/UT Kyle Hough 570/818 4090 kyle@schwarzwaldkennels.com

2018 NAVHDA Special Events

Date Chapter/Location  Event Contact Telephone E-mail
March 10-11 Grand Canyon/Cordes Junction, AZ Handlers Clinic Jim Carpenter 928/213-1642  jcarpen323@gmail.com
April 28-29 Potomac Chapter/Polesville, MD Handlers Clinic Robert Gramzinski 301/675-2174 robert.gramzinski@gmail.com
May 5-6 Central Oregon/Madras, OR  Handlers Clinic David Riden 541/728-4376 stumpriden@aol.com
June 9-10 Minnesota Chapter/Hugo, MN Handlers Clinic Pete Aplikowski 651/485-0055 pete@soldbypete.com 
July 21-22 Brew City Chapter/Kansasville, WI Handlers Clinic Adam Roth 414/840-4308 ttgwi@hotmail.com
Sep 13-16 Hawkeye/Searsboro, IA  Invitational NAVHDA Office 847/253-6488 navoffice@navhda.org

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA website at www.navhda.org.

Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful versatile 
hunting partner, developed through a performance based testing system 
and breeding program that enhance the overall conformation set forth 
by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
 Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more 
about a perfect blend of trainability, versatility 
and desire in your next hunting dog.

Like us and follow us on Facebook at North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR

The Original 
German Shorthair

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to 
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.

LIVING UP TO THE EFFORT, TIME AND TRUST! 

The Best in Electronic Dog Training Equipment, Sales, 

Trades, Repairs, Parts and Great Customer Service! 

800-430-2010  www.collarclinic.com

“Jager “

1517 Northern Star Dr. Traverse City MI  49696
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Written by experts for  experts  
and those who want to be. 
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com  

to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of 

The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.

Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

As a member of NAVHDA,  you want  

your versatile dog to do it all. For  

20 years, The Pointing Dog Journal  

has been helping hunting dog

owners do just that.

call 844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

Seek, Point, & Retrieve

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special  
$5 savings off our regular subscription  
price – so you can get yours for only $21.95  
for six issues!

• 6 great issues a year

• Special e-mail articles of our  
Traveling Wingshooter gamebird forecasts

• Access to our exclusive online content  
that includes a bulletin board, articles,  
and video shooting tips.


