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President’s Message 
By Dave Trahan 
Deerfield, New Hampshire  

Celebrating
NAVHDA

HuntView  maps for Astro® dog 
tracking systems now cover more 

states. Get exclusive BirdsEye
Satellite Imagery and TOPO U.S. 

24k mapping with more detail,
including public/private land

boundaries for 32 states and more.

 maps for Astro maps for Astro maps for Astro  dog 
tracking systems now cover more 

states. Get exclusive BirdsEye
Satellite Imagery and TOPO U.S. 

24k mapping with more detail,
including public/private land

boundaries for 32 states and more.

When you see better,
you hunt better.

What a great time in Vegas! I want to say, “Thank you!” 
to Dan Wittman and his crew from the Sun Valley 
Chapter for putting on this year’s annual meeting. It 

was a fun-filled weekend! There was also time for people to see 
the sites around Vegas and “lose a little money.” 

I am happy to say that we, as an organization, are doing well 
with our growth and always going forward.  

We have a few updates for our membership in this message and 
in this issue. 

First, insurance. It was a painstaking venture to deal with, but 
with the hard work of the insurance committee, we got it done. 
We have secured an insurance company, and I would like to say 
thank you to Glenn Basko, Dan Wittman and Geoff Ferrer. If you 
have questions regarding insurance, email or call the NAVH-
DA office. DO NOT CONTACT NAVHDA’S INSURANCE 
AGENT. Our people will get the answers you need.

One (very necessary) new thing about insurance: Chapters will 
be responsible for having waivers signed by non-members who 
wish to participate in events. No exceptions!

Second (this has been a long time coming): National member-
ship is required for all who wish to run a dog in our system. 

Third: Other fees have been added under the Registry category 
to off-set the cost of paperwork and time dedicated to that work.

Fourth: We had an audit done with the results to be posted 
soon. We came through with flying colors. Thanks to everyone 
who helped that happen!

And congratulations to our new Judges! NAVHDA has ap-
pointed a record number of 20 new judges.

Last, but not least: In 2019 we will celebrate our 50th year!  
Lots of fun to come!

Ready to celebrate,
Dave Trahan
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About The Cover

By Chip Bonde
Mt. Airy, MarylandON THE 

RIGHT TRACK
During a NAVHDA Utility Test my handling 
judge advised me during a retrieve sequence 
to “Just take the bird!” Please help me under-
stand this instruction. ~ Bob F.

Prior to answering your question, I feel it is 
important to review three major statements in 
NAVHDA’s Aims Programs Test Rules booklet 
regarding Utility Retrieving that may have a di-
rect bearing on your question. On page 24 un-

der Retrieve of Duck a pertinent statement reads: “Upon arrival 
at the handler’s position, the dog should sit or stand quietly close 
to the handler until commanded to release the duck to hand.” On 
page 26 under Retrieve of Shot Bird a second statement reads: 
“On command, the dog should go quickly to the fallen bird, pick 
it up, return directly to the handler and then wait calmly until told 
to release the bird to hand.” Finally on page 27 under Retrieve 
of Dragged Game: “A dog performs well when it finds the game 
quickly, picks it up, and returns eagerly to the handler. The dog 
should sit or stand close to the handler and hold the bird until the 
handler takes it.”

In each of the citations above, the dog, upon returning to the 
handler with the game, should sit or stand calmly, quietly, close 

to the handler until commanded to release the bird. This pertains 
to all retrieves in the Utility and Invitational tests. NAVHDA 
judges, at a minimum, evaluate each retrieve in the field and wa-
ter for the dog’s desire, cooperation and obedience to complete 
the task. Remember that judges are evaluating hunting dogs in 
situations that are designed to simulate hunting situations.  

NAVHDA judges evaluate many Utility dogs, not all are 
trained to the same levels of performance. The judge in question 
was most likely trying to help you and the dog achieve a good 
score. Many times dogs drop the bird at the handler’s feet, an 
infraction that may cause a lowering of the retrieve score. If you 
as a handler are confident that your dog will return directly, sit 
or stand calmly close to you and present the bird to you on your 
command, you have done an excellent job in preparing your dog 
for the NAVHDA Utility Test.

Q:
A:

A group of knowledgeable judges and trainers has been as-
sembled and are available to answer your questions about 
training and testing. The topic will vary each month based 
on the questions we receive from our VHD readers. Please 
send your questions to vhd@navhda.org with “On the Right 
Track” in the subject line. 

 
Chip Bonde joined the Potomac Chapter of NAVHDA in 1985. He has 
been an active member for 33 years and was awarded a Chapter Life 
Membership in 2014. He entered the Apprentice Judge Program in 
1990, was appointed a Judge two years later, then a Senior Judge, a 
Clinic Leader and an Invitational Judge in 2002. Chip has served as 
an Apprentice Mentor from the beginning of the program. He served 
one term as the elected Secretary of NAVHDA and is now serving in 
his second term as the International Director of Judge Development. 
Chip has raised and trained six generations of NAVHDA GSPs. He 
has entered and handled his own dogs in 26 NAVHDA tests (7 NA, 
14 UT and 5 IT) earning the coveted VC title on two dogs. To date, 
Chip has judged 332 NAVHDA Tests which accounts for 1,080 NA 
dogs, 55 UPT, 466 UT and 1,077 Invitational dogs for a combined 
total of 2,678 dogs evaluated. He has judged the last 15 Invitational 
Tests. Chip retired in 2007 after 39 years teaching high school biol-
ogy and coaching lacrosse. Retirement allowed him the freedom to 
travel to Saskatchewan to hunt sharptails and huns. Currently local 
weekend hunting trips in Maryland and Pennsylvania have been ex-
panded. No longer limited to one week a year to hunt pheasants, 
quail and prairie chickens in Kansas, trips have expanded to include 
Maine, Wisconsin, Nebraska, North Dakota and Oklahoma.

Cover Photo By Denise Heath

DENISE HEATH © 2018
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NAVHDA Judges
The EC would like to recognize and thank the following 

individuals for their service to NAVHDA. Those listed below 

have decided to retire from the NAVHDA judging cadre:

Len Kindem

Cheryl Aguiar

The EC would also like to congratulate the following individuals:

Newly Appointed NAVHDA Judges
Dominic Bachman

Scott Banzhaf

Keith Barr

Jeff Ebert

Cliff Fleming

Barbara Koskos

Benoit Martineau

Megan Marzolf

Bridget Nielsen

Richard Ray

Richard Sears

Brandon Smith

Jerri Stanley

Joe Strong

John Wolfe

Newly Appointed Senior Judges
Bob Fee

Jason Meyer

Ron Stott

Lance Vernam

Newly Approved Handler Clinic Leaders
Keith Kemmer

Rick Holt

Steve Brodeur

Motions Submitted by NAVHDA Chapters

Central Oregon Motion - to approve a “far west invitational”.
The EC voted to not approve this motion.  What this means is that the 

EC will not approve the creation of a separate regional Invitational per 

year. The EC immediately put forth and passed a motion that the In-

vitational Committee will proactively work with representatives from 

the Western Region to locate an acceptable test site and to educate 

them on the Chapter’s responsibilities so they can determine if they 

want to submit a bid to host the Invitational

Note that any NAVHDA Chapter is welcome to submit a bid to host 

the Invitational.  Upon receipt of said bid, the Invitational Committee 

will work with Chapter representatives to determine feasibility of the 

proposed location.

Minnesota Motion - to accept the French Brittany into the 
NAVHDA Registry.
The EC discussed this thoroughly with the Minnesota Chapter repre-

sentatives and decided that the motion would be denied.

Note that the EC immediately moved to have the Registry Committee 

work with the French Brittany group to further investigate the idea of 

accepting the French Brittany into the Registry.  As the original motion 

was written, the EC simply could not accept the breed without further 

investigation and negotiation with the AKC, the breed club, etc.

NAVHDA 
Annual Meeting 

Highlights
The 2018 NAVHDA Annual Meeting was held in Las Vegas, Nevada. A special thank you 
to the the Valley of the Sun Chapter, who sponsored this successful event. This was the third 
time the Judges Workshop was held on the same weekend. Over one hundred and fifty members 
attended the Saturday banquet and about 44 attended the Judges Workshop on Sunday. 

2017 Budget
The significant income activities all in-

creased in 2017 (membership, sponsorship, 

testing and registry) with a slight increase 

in expenses. The year ended with nearly 

$40,000 in operating income.

The EC agreed that NAVHDA will create 

a Finance Committee consisting of two EC 

members and three to four participants 

from the general membership. The goal of 

the committee is to establish guidelines and 

a general plan for managing NAVHDA’s fi-

nances going forward.

The Audit performed in 2017 was suc-

cessful with a complimentary comment re-

garding our overall operating processes and 

budget management process.

NAVHDA Insurance Coverage
The loss of our existing insurance coverage as of Feb. 15, 

2018 was reiterated to the membership. The EC along with 

our legal counsel and members are actively negotiating 

with other insurance companies in an attempt to secure 

coverage as soon as possible.

(Note: this issue has since been resolved.)

IMPORTANT!!!
Registry Fee Increases 

The EC approved the following increases in fees, 

effective July 1, 2018, associated with the Registry:

• Litter registration per puppy 

 - non-prepaid fee increased to $10 per puppy

• Single registration 

 - fee increased to $25

• Foreign single dog registration

  - fee increased to $30

• Securing a new kennel name 

 - fee increased to $100 

 - five-year renewal fee increased to $75

VHD Magazine
New email address to submit articles to the VHD: 

vhd@navhda.org

IMPORTANT!!!
Owners & Handlers 

MUST Be NAVHDA Members To Test
The EC approved a motion, to become effective July 

1, 2018, to make it a requirement that owners (at least 

one owner of co-owned dogs) and handlers of dogs 

must be NAVHDA Members in order to enter a NAVH-

DA test. The statement “...must be NAVHDA Members...” 

refers to the NAVHDA parent organization commonly 

known as NAVHDA International. 

NAVHDA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL: CHIP BONDE, DIRECTOR OF JUDGE 
DEVELOPMENT; STEVE BRODEUR, REGISTRAR; DAVID A. TRAHAN, 
PRESIDENT; TRACEY NELSON, INVITATIONAL DIRECTOR; STEVE 
J. GREGER, SECRETARY; MARILYN VETTER, PAST PRESIDENT; BOB 
HAUSER, VICE PRESIDENT; TIM OTTO, DIRECTOR OF PUBLICATIONS; 
TIM CLARK, DIRECTOR OF TESTING; RICHARD HOLT, TREASURER; 
JASON WADE, DIRECTOR OF PROMOTIONS.
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Invitational
Owners Name(s) Breed Dam Name Litter
CLYDE E VETTER GS VC SHARP SHOOTERS AMAZING GRACE 04/09/2014
CHIP E BONDE
MARTHA ANN IMPERATO GS VC RIMROCKS RAISIN’ CAIN 05/21/2013
TATE W MARTINSEN VI VC MARTINSEN’S LIL PHEASANT POPPER 11/04/2013
IT Breeder Awards: 3

Utility Test
Owners Name(s) Breed Dam Name Litter
STEVEN T CLEMENTS GS VC BLACKRIDGE ANGEL DAISY 01/08/2011
MARTHA ANN IMPERATO GS VC RIMROCKS RAISIN’ CAIN 05/21/2013
CLYDE E VETTER GS VC ROUGHNECK SHOCKWAVE 04/20/2015
MARILYN VETTER
CLYDE E VETTER GS VC SHARP SHOOTERS AMAZING GRACE 04/09/2014
CHIP E BONDE
UT Breeder Awards: 4

Natural Ability
Owners Name(s) Breed Dam Name Litter
DOMINIC C BACHMAN GW BLUE COLLAR CHEYENNE 03/15/2016
JUDY L BALOG WM SILVERSHOT’S GREAT EXPECTATIONS 04/25/2016
GERALD W GERTISER
JUDY L BALOG WM SILVERSHOT’S IT’S A GIRL THING 04/30/2016
SCOTT BANZHAF WM SILVERSHOT’S MOXIE IS BANZHAF’S NEW HEARTBEAT 11/04/2016
SHELLEY BANZHAF
COURTNEY J BASTIAN GW CLADDAGHNRIPSNORTER BABY COME BACK 07/13/2016
WILLIAM T BASTIAN
COURTNEY J BASTIAN GW CLADDAGH’S ARTEMIS VIOLET MOON 08/15/2016
WILLIAM T BASTIAN
JAKE H BEAN GS VC OUTLANDERS KEEP ONE EYE OPEN 04/02/2016
LINDA S BENNETT GS SPRING VALLEY’S SUMMER BREW 02/11/2016
SEAN P TIMMENS
DAVID H BOHM GS ENZO FANCY ROSE 05/12/2016
JEFFERY L BORDWELL GS VC MOUNTAINS FURY MAGGIE 06/14/2015
TYLER R BRUCE GS EAGLE LAKE’S LUCKY FIVE CEDAR 06/05/2016
ROBERT W CAMERON PP CAMRIDGE’S SIENNA 10/22/2016
SUSAN E CAMERON PP FOOTHILLS AUTUMN JOCE 12/13/2016
JULIE A CARLSTROM GR DE JAC’S AMIE 06/18/2016
AMY B CASWELL-O’CLAIR GR DUCHASSEUR BIJOU 01/12/2016
PAUL COENEN GS VC TOP TIER’S HURRICANE CHLOE 05/11/2016
ANGELA L COENEN
ROXANN CRONER PP BRUEDERSTHAL’S CHASING FEATHERS 04/14/2016
KIMBERLY J CYRUS GS BRAERWOOD DEJA WOO AT FOURWINDS 08/17/2016
GEORGE A DECOSTA GR DUCHESS GRACIE DECOTA 06/04/2016
BETHANY K DEVRIES GS BNJ RUMOR HAS IT 10/30/2015
JEFFRY B DEVRIES
DONALD W EBERSOLE GS FRIEDELSHEIM’S REVELATION FORTE’ 03/28/2016
JOSEPH S SEIBERT
DONALD W EBERSOLE GS FRIEDELSHEIM’S GOOSE CRK GRACE 05/10/2016
DONALD W EBERSOLE GS FRIEDELSHEIM’S FIRESTORM 03/22/2016
DONALD W EBERSOLE GS FRIEDELSHEIM’S RESURRECTION 01/22/2017
DONALD S EVANSON GW BLACK STAR’S XPLOSIVE BIG BANG THEORY 05/11/2016
LINDA L EWEN GS FENTON RIVER CORA BELLE 07/30/2016
STEPHEN P FISHER GR STELLAR VISTA COUNTRY BREEZE 05/27/2016
STEPHEN P FISHER GR DUCHASSEUR GINGER 05/27/2016
THEODORE A GAGNON GR WET ACRES UPTOWN GIRL 12/30/2016
LINDA J GAGNON
ROBERT W GELDER GS VC BLACKTHORN ABSOLUTELY BONNIE G 04/07/2017
JASON GOSLINGA GS PRO SHOT MISS MOLLY 07/18/2016
DAN J GRIFFITH GW GRIFFS VIKING LADY 01/08/2017

JANET HARTIGH SM DIAVA VOM HEIDESCHLOSS 03/03/2017
YVONNE HASSLER-DETERDING GS VJK-MYST HERE FOR A GOOD TIME 03/16/2016
VALERIE NUNES-ATKINSON
KARLA M HAWKINS GW DUAL SHOT’S FLYING HIGH 04/28/2016
KRISTINE K HILL SM HUNTING HILLS PIPER 09/23/2015
KRISTINE K HILL SM TIMBER TRAIL’S BELLA 03/23/2015
KRISTINE K HILL SM AVERY VON DER WEIDACH 04/07/2016
MARCIA J HOFF GR ORE BANK’S IRON MAIDEN 04/11/2016
JAY C HOTH GR SWITCHGRASS DUST IN THE WIND 01/12/2017
LISA R HOTH
KYLE T HOUGH GW VC JAGDHUND’S CHEY 02/24/2016
JEFF M HOUSE SH AURORA OD TURANSKYCH RYBNIKOV 09/28/2016
JEFF M HOUSE PP SUDDEN VALLEY ASHLYN 04/09/2016
KELLY D JOBES GW BONE POINT’S KENAI 01/27/2016
GREG WHITTEN
KELLY D JOBES GW BONE POINT’S KENAI 09/04/2016
GREG WHITTEN
STEPHEN D KANE GW VOM WOLTJEN LIZ 12/12/2016
LINDA F KANE
COURTNEY KAUFMAN-SMITH GS HUNGRY RIDGE ANA VOM BEAU 10/04/2016
STEVE F KAUFMAN
JAMES T KENNY PP INDIAN SUMMER’S ATHENA 12/01/2016
TED M KLEMETTI GS PRINCESS DEJAH DER VOGEL HUNDEN 06/26/2016
MELISSA J KNUTSON GS MERRYMEETING’S ESTELLA R.M.K. 05/02/2016
SCOTT A KOSSAN PP ROCK CREEK SEA-SALT 03/17/2016
SCOTT A KOSSAN PP ROCK CREEK YANKEE TIMBER DOODLE 07/16/2016
SCOTT A KOSSAN PP ROCK CREEK X-TRA X-TRA 05/24/2016
SCOTT A KOSSAN PP CEDARWOODS PURDEY REIGN 02/21/2016
SCOTT A KOSSAN PP ROCK CREEK SERAH 01/11/2017
SCOTT A KOSSAN PP ROCK CREEK SEA-SALT 11/28/2016
MARK A KRUEGER GW DEUTSCH DUALLY’S DEVIL WEARS PRADA 05/30/2016
JAMIE S KUHN GR ASPEN GLO DESTINY 08/10/2016
KAJ LARSON GS HUNT’EM  UP’S FANCY BLACK PEARL 10/15/2016
KAJ LARSON GS HUNT’EM  UP’S FANCY BLACK PEARL 02/22/2016
APRIL L MALLON WM NORTHLINK MATTIE’S BAYOU SHADE 03/04/2016
JON-ROSS MALLON
JASON J MARZOLF GS STANDING STONES BAD MEDICINE 12/18/2016
EVELYN M MAWACKE PP KILLBUCK’S SKYLER 02/28/2016
LUCAS SUMMERS
THEODORE J MCEACHRON GS BACON HILL’S DARLING MIDGE 07/16/2016
DOUGLAS S MCINTOSH SP BUSY B’S MISS AMERICAN PIE 04/06/2016
MARYROSE VERDILE
R CAREY MCMILLAN GS BORDER COUNTRY’S WILD CHILD 05/15/2016
R CAREY MCMILLAN GS GROUSE POINT’S SHOWGIRL 07/19/2016
JULIE MISCHKE-SMITH GS MAGIC’S ABRACADABRA 08/27/2015
CRAIG J SMITH
TC MORROW GW VC SOUTHPAW SOCKS MORROW 08/02/2016
CHUCK MUCHKA GS LAWLER’S LIL BELL 06/16/2016
ROBERT S NELSON SP BUSY B’S LUCK BE A LADY 03/01/2016
BIRDIE NELSON
SUSAN K O’DONNELL WM GUNMETTLE’S PLAYING TO WIN 07/06/2016
JONATHAN PARANJOTHY SP MALS-ABOUT FIREBIRD 05/20/2016
PATRICIA R FENDLEY
PETER A PEHUR GS VC SHOOTER’S LIMITED EDITION 04/06/2016
LISA PEHUR
LEONARDO H PEREZ PP FOOTHILLS DONA BELLA PAN AM 02/27/2016
PAIGE L PETTIS GR PAGESKA’S HELLY 01/21/2017
YANNICK METHOT
PAIGE L PETTIS GR PAGESKA’S LUCKY BIEBESHEIM 01/13/2017
PAIGE L PETTIS GR PAGESKA’S IL BELLE PEPPER 01/14/2017
PAIGE L PETTIS GR PAGESKA’S FM3 MAIA 01/01/2017

ETHAN M PIPPITT GS STANDING STONES RAMBLIN ROSE 12/25/2016
KAT PIPPITT
KAT PIPPITT GS BLACKRIDGE KICKIN UP DUST 12/26/2016
ETHAN M PIPPITT
ETHAN M PIPPITT GS STANDING STONE E3 GUNPOWDER AND LEAD 03/29/2016
FRANK PUCCIO GR HUN HILL AKORA 10/13/2016
ZACHARY L REINOEHL GS BORDER COUNTRY’S MAJA VON DEUTSCHEN STOLZ REINOEHL 09/12/2016
FRED RICE GS SUNDANCE ZANES KIMBER 09/15/2016
CAMILLE A RICE WM TIMBERDOODLE ALBERTA CLIPPER 01/26/2016
FRED RICE GS SCK SUNDANCE BAIL MAKER 02/03/2016
ALEXANDRIA RICHARD VI KIVALO’S TITKOS LEDGER 04/25/2016
DOUGLAS W ROGERS PP HIDDEN ACRE’S ALEXI BELLA 12/13/2015
DOUGLAS W ROGERS PP FOOTHILLS TRUE BELIEVER 09/01/2016
WILLIAM M ROSE GR DUCHASSEUR REINE 06/14/2015
TANNER J ROSIA SM ROBINGUN’S CINDY LOU WHO 04/17/2016
JOHN R SALASSA PP MARSHLAND’S KIMBER 02/11/2016
MARK A SCHNUBEL SM TIMBER TRAIL’S ALUCKY 04/01/2016
HERBERT J SCHODERER PP HIGH STANDARD’S ASTA 11/13/2016
MICHAEL D SHEPHERD GS SHEPS DAISY GIRL 12/30/2016
BRANDON T SIMS WM MW SOUTHPAW’S OTTERCREEK BAILEE BELLE 04/29/2016
MEREDITH E WADSWORTH
PAUL D SKLUZACEK VI VC MARTINSENS AMBER KRIZ DOLINA DEVCE 01/18/2017
ALAN R SMITH GS AUTUMN’S PRINCESS FARRAH 03/11/2016
MATTHEW B SMITH GS SCHULHAUS BAD MOON RISING 04/20/2016
STACIE L SMITH GS LEXI VOM STILLWATER 08/21/2016
ERICA SPARROW VI BOULDER’S N FUSION’S SOUL DE MI CORAZON 01/01/2017
EDWARD HETKOWSKI
JUDY HETKOWSKI
SPENCER SPARROW
FRED F STAUB WM WAYPOINTS TORI’S LIL BARRACUDA 12/27/2016
SUE M RUEGER
RONALD J STOTT GS THUNDERHEAD’S THUNDERING BROOKE 03/28/2016
DEBORAH L STOTT
COLE H SULLIVAN GS PATRON’S SURE SHOT SHILOH 08/28/2016
KELLEY J TATROE GR ASPEN GLO EPIC 04/11/2016
ERIKA J TATROE GR COPPERSHOT’S DIVA 09/16/2016
SHERYLE J TEPP VI SMOOTHBORE’S SAVVY TOTEM 03/18/2016
MATTHEW P TEPP

NAVHDA BREEDERS AWARDS FOR 2017

 Recruiter # of Members Recruited

1st Ted McEachron 27 

2nd Paige Pettis 20 

3rd Ron Behnke 17 

4th Christine Rusin 12 

NAVHDA 
TOP MEMBER RECRUITER AWARDS

The application/order form for NAVHDA Membership Recruitment Awards 
can be found at www.navhda.org by clicking on the Membership & 
Chapters tab. You can earn a hat for recruiting five new members 

and a shirt for recruiting ten.

PHILIP A THAYER BS BIRCH SPRING PC LUNAR ECLIPSE 04/19/2016
BENJAMIN R THAYER
DONATE THIBAULT GS DUCORBEAU MAXIMUM 11/10/2015
DONATE THIBAULT
ASHLEY M UFFMAN VI ZYDECO’S FIRST YOU MAKE A ROUX 09/30/2015
CHIP UFFMAN
CLYDE E VETTER GS VC SHARP SHOOTERS TEUTONIC TEMPTRESS 06/07/2016
KENNETH L MCADOW
MARK A WESTERLUND PP DREAMWORKS WILEY RILEY 04/20/2016
JOHN P VLANDIS
RUTH A WEISS PP HIGH STANDARD’S AVA 03/08/2016
ANITA WEISS GS JAEGERHOFS JADE AT CACHE 10/31/2016
BLAINE J HANSEN
MARK A WESTERLUND PP DREAMWORKS SMOKEY 03/07/2016
CLAUDE WILLIAMS GS BROOM STRAWS SOUTHERN BELLE 12/02/2016
KIM WILLIAMS
JUDITH M ZEIGLER GS CRYSTAL’S BLACKBERRY BRIAR 04/20/2016
NA Breeder Awards: 118

Total Breeder Awards: 125
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Joe Dolejsi wrote 72 President’s messages over his six years as 
President. At least once a year, he dedicated one of those mes-
sages to stressing the importance of all chapter members being 

members of NAVHDA at the international level. He understood 
that the organization is better when everyone shares in its financial 
well-being. In June 2004, he got on his self-professed “soapbox” 
to express his feelings about membership and how it related to the 
NAVHDA testing program. He told the membership he was going 
to ask the EC to consider making it a requirement that owners of 
dogs must be members of NAVHDA to enter in NAVHDA tests.

He wrote the following:

“From our humble beginnings in 1969, with less than one hundred 
members, NAVHDA has never required owners of dogs entering 
our tests to be International members. As a fledgling organization, 
I am sure our founding fathers were interested in testing as many 
dogs as possible to give this new association credibility. This was 
made possible only through our founders’ personal financial sac-
rifices.

Times have changed. 2004 finds our membership at over 4300 
members. Last year we conducted 256 tests at which 1802 dogs 
were evaluated. The size of our association now requires that we 
rent office space, purchase computers and other office equipment, 
manage a website, provide chapter support, employ paid staff and 
reimburse our judges and volunteers for a portion of their expense 
while conducting International business.

With this robust level of activity, I feel the time has come for 
NAVHDA to require all owners of dogs entering our testing pro-
gram to share in the costs of maintaining our organization. My 
thoughts are that everyone enjoying the benefits of our testing 
should share in its costs.

In the past, I have written on the importance of every chapter 
member being an international member. Not only is it mandated 
by our bylaws, but it is only reasonable that all who benefit should 
also pay their fair share in the cost of providing the benefit.”

Joe always welcomed questions and thoughtful debate on any is-
sue. He closed his message by encouraging members to contact 
him with their personal thoughts on the subject and this statement:

“In closing, the views expressed are solely those of a dedicated 
NAVHDA member.”

Joe’s words were true then and even more true today. The EC has 
discussed this issue from time to time but never bit the bullet. The 
debate has notoriously centered around the principles that Joe laid 
out: if you are going to enjoy the riches of the organization, you 
must participate in the costs to fund it. This year the Executive 
Council passed a motion requiring all owners and/or handlers of 
a dog entered in a NAVHDA test, be a member of the NAVHDA 
parent organization; an action that proves Joe’s strategic vision 
was often ahead of its time.

Joe’s insights and wisdom will be dearly missed. NAVHDA ben-
efitted from his leadership for nearly 30 years. We must only re-
member his words and his actions to honor and continue his work.

     
     ~Marilyn Vetter

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
NAVHDA MEMBERSHIP

If you feel that some procedure or rule in NAVHDA should be 
changed, you can make a motion to implement that change. 
The process is as simple as (or as difficult as) writing a motion 

and having a chapter willing to sponsor it. Fill out the appropriate 
motion documents, found under the ‘Chapter Resources’ section 
of the website, and submit them by midnight on November 1st 
of the year preceding the Annual Meeting. If you are proposing a 
motion, it is highly recommended that you have someone willing 
to attend the Annual Meeting to represent it. 

First, you present the motion at the Delegates Meeting on Friday. 
Following your presentation, there will be a Q&A session with the 
delegates. The Executive Council will not be present during this 
time. Upon the conclusion of this meeting, there will be a straw 
poll vote. The official delegate vote doesn’t occur until the General 
Membership Meeting on Saturday. 

At the general membership meeting you will be requested to 
read the motion and your rationale exactly as written on the mo-
tion form. Up until this point you can change the official wording 
of the motion. This is a very important point and not something 
everyone realizes. Taking that into consideration, listen very care-
fully to those who speak with you about your motion, and be open 
to the comments presented during the Q&A on Friday and in in-
formal conversations with others over the weekend. The slightest 
word change could potentially have a major effect on whether your 
motion will ultimately get approved.  

If your motion is passed by the delegates in the General Mem-
bership Meeting, it will be brought up at the Executive Council 
meeting for vote, usually on Saturday afternoon. It’s important to 
remember that although your motion may have passed the dele-
gate vote, it will not necessarily be approved by the EC, who may 
ask you to attend this meeting to answer any additional questions 
they might have. Although they do ask some tough questions, re-
member they all volunteer their time for the purpose of keeping 
NAVHDA the successful organization it is. 

The last step in the process is for the Secretary to announce the 
results of the vote at the end of the General Membership Meeting. 
This generally occurs at the conclusion of the banquet dinner, or, 
at least, that was the way it happened this year. 

I have listed out a few key points that I think will help those with 
future motions.       

Start early: Make sure you have ample time to develop your po-
sition and accumulate sufficient data to support it. It’s much better 
to wait a year and present at that time than to have an incomplete 
presentation. NAVHDA’s Executive Council has a tremendous 
amount of work to do during a three-day period of time, and will 
appreciate a well thought out motion.

Think ahead: When preparing your motion, look beyond the par-
ticular need for change you’re proposing and try to anticipate what 
struggles there may be for implementation of this motion. Have a 

plan for overcoming those hurdles. Those plans may not be feasi-
ble, but I think the board recognizes your attempts at overcoming 
the challenges ahead.
 
Reach out: Don’t wait to open a dialog on your topic until you are 
standing in front of a room full of delegates or the EC. Look for 
both their positive and negative feedback, and learn from it as you 
refine your arguments.  

Do your homework: Know your motion and everything that sup-
ports it. When you present your motion to both the delegates and 
the EC, you will be asked some difficult questions. Be prepared 
for that. Have others look at your motion and value the criticisms 
they provide. 

Consider how you word your motion very carefully: Avoid 
wording motions in a way that demand a direct action. You may 
force the hand of the EC to vote ‘no’ on items when there are still 
questions and concerns that need to be verified. Take, for example, 
the following theoretical motion: “Have four judges per judging 
team.” This may be better worded as, “Have the judging commit-
tee investigate the feasibility, and possible adoption of adding a 
fourth judge to current three person judging team.”  

Remember what the end goal is and understand there are 
multiple angles that need to be investigated for almost every 
motion: Questions that need outside input from registries and 
insurance companies, or that require actions like seeing grounds 
and making phone calls, may be less likely to be approved be-
cause the time needed to complete those tasks is not available 
prior to the vote. It’s not that the EC is closed-minded toward 
any of these motions, but once they vote yes, they are obligated 
to implement it. 

Unfortunately, I think the perception is that the EC in some way 
has either made up their mind prior to hearing your presentation, 
or that they don’t even consider how the delegates have voted. I 
certainly do not see this as the case. In my experience it was quite 
the opposite. The EC shows considerable regard for items that di-
rectly affect the organization and ultimately the membership; as a 
matter of fact, they volunteer solely for this purpose. 

The work doesn’t stop after the vote: Don’t expect to hand off 
all the work involved in completing the task to the EC after the 
votes are tallied. This is a group that, although they volunteered 
for their positions, are by all means over-worked. I suggest be-
ing prepared to put some time into the steps necessary to gain the 
needed information.

Every organization is only as strong as its individual members. 
The progression of NAVHDA relies partly on the proactive nature 
of its membership to see problems, or potential problems, within 
the organization and help in the development of solutions. 

PRESENTING A MOTION
AT THE NAVHDA ANNUAL MEETING

Strategies for Success By Jake Bartells
Perkasie, Pennsylvania

Effective July 1, 2018, 
owners (at least one owner of co-owned dogs) and handlers 
of dogs are required to be NAVHDA International Members 

in order to enter a NAVHDA test. 
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There are few people you will encoun-
ter in life who truly are “larger than 
life.” Joe Dolejsi fit that description 

not because he sought attention, because he 
never sought to be recognized for his work, 
but because the impact he left on the world 
was far greater than what he took. 

Joe gave generously of his time, his 
knowledge and his resources. He served 
NAVHDA for 35 years both at the local and 
national level. He mentored countless new, 
enthusiastic dog trainers at the Minnesota 
Chapter training events and worked tire-
lessly at the national level as a judge, se-
nior judge, Invitational judge, clinic leader 
and through numerous board positions in-
cluding serving as President for six years. 
Beyond the thousands of hours he commit-

ted to those “official” jobs, he constantly 
fielded calls, emails and constant requests 
for help and guidance.  The only time you 
couldn’t easily get a hold of Joe for advice 
was when he was hunting. He guarded that 
time with friends and family as some of his 
most sacred.

The eldest son of an immigrant father, 
Joe learned early that hard work was a 
responsibility. His father worked at a ma-
chine shop during the day and farmed 
mornings and nights to build a future for 
his six children. Those same kids learned 
the importance of hard work by eventually 
taking on a large share of the responsibil-
ity at the farms so their father could open 
his own machine shop that he named Dol-
co Tool. To the outside world, it may have 

By Marilyn Vetter
New Richmond, Wisconsin

seemed that Joe was a workaholic but he 
loved his work and he balanced it with 
equal parts fun. At his funeral, Joe’s young-
est brother Jim spoke of a typical day on 
the farm where Joe was “the boss.” He told 
of how they would take frequent breaks to 
play games, eat a leisurely lunch or some-
times even nap under the hay wagon. When 
they realized they had lollygagged much of 
the day away, they pushed extra hard to get 
a day’s work in before their dad showed up 
to check on their progress. Jim said, “We 
worked hard some of the time and had fun 
all of the time.” Joe took his work seriously 
but he never took himself too seriously. 

Joe’s sense of responsibility carried over 
into everything in his life including his 
insistence to never take a senior discount 
on ANYTHING. He felt strongly that we 
all have a personal responsibility and ac-
countability to pay our share and it didn’t 
matter if it was to NAVHDA or to a local 
restaurant. Joe’s grandson Jacob was clos-
er to him than nearly anyone. They trained 
dogs, hunted and generally just loved to 
hang out with each other. At the funeral Ja-
cob told of how one day he had taken Joe 
to lunch and when the waitress had taken 
their order and walked away, Joe noted he 
hadn’t heard everything she said. Without 
a second thought Jacob fibbed and told Joe 
that she had graciously offered him the se-
nior discount. The white lie didn’t last long 
though because Joe insisted that Jacob “go 
fix it” as he was not going to stand for pay-
ing anything less than full price. 

Joe loved to laugh and he loved to make 
others laugh. His sense of wit and hu-
mor was razor sharp. His brilliance came 
through in his jokes and quips. The speakers 
at his funeral told several Joe’isms to remind 

In 1999, NAVHDA’s co-founder John 

Kegel passed away. He and Joe had 

become close personal friends and in 

several of his VHD President’s messag-

es, Joe noted how much he would miss 

John’s sound advice, wonderful sense 

of humor and honest friendship. John 

crafted the Invitational test; a test that 

Joe thoroughly loved training for, run-

ning in and judging at. In reflecting on 

John and the Invitational, Joe wrote the 

following, “I can’t change what is, but 

if it was in my power I would be stand-

ing on the line on August 30, 2000, my 

pointer, Bingo, on my left, John at my 

right with his Wirehair, Angel, antici-

pating the call of the judges “Turn ‘em 

loose.” What an hour that would be!”

Remembering 
Joe Dolejsi

“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on Earth.”
         - Muhammad Ali

us of his spirit because they insisted that Joe 
would want to be remembered with a smile 
instead of a tear. His lifelong friend, Bob 
Ferris had us laughing as much as he had us 
crying as he relayed some priceless stories. 

Joe was an avid upland and waterfowl 
hunter. For 39 years he went to Saskatch-
ewan, Canada with some of his closest 
buddies; Bob was on most of those hunts. 
He told of a particular goose hunt when he 
had unloaded all his gear and was helping 
set up decoys when Joe’s dog, who was 
burning off some steam before getting into 
the blind, backed up and “took a dump” on 
Bob’s coat which was laying by his blind. 
Joe laughed and quickly retorted, “Wish 
I’d taught him that.” There was never a 
dull moment with Joe around. 

Joe operated with humility and servant 
leadership for those he cared for the most. 

On his last hunting trip with Bob Ferris, 
Joe was feeling the full effect of his can-
cer. Bob was loading their gear and had 
to make multiple trips to get it all in the 
truck when Joe stepped in to help. When 
Bob told him to take it easy Joe replied, 
“We’ve always helped each other out.” 

The loss of Joe’s leadership at NAVH-
DA will be keenly felt by the organiza-
tion and by the individuals charged with 
filling his shoes. He was a leaning post 
for many of us. Personally, I’ve lost a 
friend and a mentor. Joe taught me more 
about leadership than many bosses have. 
Joe was inquisitive and observant. He 
asked insightful questions and studied 
issues intensely so that he could make 
well-informed decisions. He enjoyed 
debating tough subjects but was not 
dogmatic or stubborn; he didn’t have to 

Joe with his grandchildren, Evan, Taylor and Jake.

“win” every battle. Many times Joe held 
the lone vote on an issue. He was confi-
dent and comfortable to take a stand but 
never pounded the table or attacked oth-
ers’ opinions. That willingness to stand 
alone with grace will stick with me and 
many others as a foundation to always 
do the right thing, no matter how unpop-
ular it might be. 

Joe’s brother Jim says that Joe was at 
peace with his illness. Shortly before his 
passing Joe told Jim, “I’m not afraid of 
dying. Cancer isn’t as big of a deal as 
losing Kaye or my eyesight.” He went 
on to say, “I’ve lived a wonderful life. I 
married the love of my life, was healthy 
for 70 years and was blessed by the love 
of my grandchildren and many friends.” 
He died by the mantra by which he lived, 
“Live your life with no regrets.” 
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the story of
Luna

By Tim Baugh
Photos By Debbie Baugh

It seems we were able to find the only available dog in the US at 
the time. We called every Pudelpointer breeder we could find and, 
by luck and by golly, Bob Farris of Cedarwood Pudelpointers gave 
us a lead on a female owned by William Athens that he was no 
longer going to breed. She was six years of age and had acquired a 
dislike of caring for pups. He was looking for a home for her and, 
with Bob putting in a good word for us, the arrangements were 
made to ship her out west.

A fifteen-hour trip from Ohio brought Luna to us at the airport 
in Reno, Nevada at about midnight. What a nervous thrill as we 
waited to see her and introduce her to her new home—complete 
with the sounds and sights of a house—something she had not 
been exposed to in her six years. With the bribing of treats, we 
carefully and gently walked her out of her travel kennel and into 
our lives. It was slow going at first, but with the passing of a year, 
she has become one of the family and has us trained to her routine. 
As most of you know, if you exercise a sporting dog rigorously 
every day there will be few problems.  

Debbie and I have hunted wild chukars in Nevada since we 
acquired our first Pudelpointer from Mark Westerlund of Dream-
works Gun Dogs about fifteen years ago. It’s an addiction, I’ll tell 
you. The ruggedness of the country you hunt, the solitude and iso-
lation, the challenge of the hunt and, of course, the show a dog 
puts on for you. All of these things make for a great adventure each 
and every day you’re in the field, whether you put birds in the bag 
or not. My wish for every bird hunter is that they can experience 

Luna Ze Strazistskych Lesu. Don’t even try 
to pronounce it. Just call her Luna, Latin for 
the ancient Roman divine personification of 

the moon. Sleek, strong and elegant, she migrat-
ed to the United States from the Czech Republic 
by way of William Athens of Killbuck Kennel, 
Strongsville, Ohio. My wife Debbie and I had re-
cently lost our beloved Pudelpointer, Shooter, and 
were beside ourselves with grief and sorrow. We 
thought we could hold out for a while, but with 
emptiness in our lives and hearts, a mission to find 
another dog was fully engaged. 
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By Bob Gramzinski
Clarksburg, Maryland

believe it or not, was one darn good bird 
dog ever since that day. It seems he had to 
learn for himself. It was as if a light bulb 
turned on in his head.

Well, with Luna it was about the same, 
except she never had to be on a long leash. 
Oh yeah, she busted some birds, but that 
didn’t last long. It is amazing how some 
bird dogs quickly figure out that if the hunt-
er isn’t close, there will be no shooting or 
birds to retrieve. A few times of hunting for 
herself early in the day and the cure usual-
ly sets in. Having fun is the goal, and little 
gets in the way of that.

We hunted Luna late in the season, which 
offers up challenges of its own. First off, 
many of the birds have been hunted hard 
and they, too, become quick learners. A lot 
of times they have been pushed into rough-
er country where a hunter might think twice 
about going after them. Other times they 
will move down into lower country, away 
from their usual roosting areas, as was the 

what I have over the years. Nevada hunting 
licenses are reasonable, even for a non-res-
ident, and there are literally thousands of 
square miles of public land to hunt. 

I’ll be honest, we didn’t know anything 
about Luna’s ability hunting upland game. 
Like our dogs before her, she had had for-
mal training and succesful testing in her 
early life. I am not a dog trainer, but what 
I have found is that, in a situation like we 
were faced with, just take the dog to the 
field and see what she can do. This method 
worked with our old rescue dog Shooter. 
He knew all of the basics (sit, stay, come 
and whistle commands), but he’d blow up 
coveys of birds regularly until I put him on 
a long lead and made him watch and follow 
our experienced female Dixie. It took about 
a season of hunting, but then, one day, he 
scented a single bird, locked up tight on 
point as I moved in with apprehension, and 
then held as the bird flushed and met a pat-
tern of sixes. He retrieved it to hand and, 

DIXIE AND SHOOTER’S MEMORIAL 
AT “THE HOLE IN THE ROCK.”

case this past season. I have found that you 
are not necessarily in for a harder hunt, but 
certainly a much longer hunt in terms of 
miles traveled. She did very well, and, as 
is characteristic for the breed, there was no 
quit in her. Overheating and dehydration is 
a huge concern in Nevada. Many sporting 
dogs will go until they drop, and care must 
be taken to prevent a catastrophe, especial-
ly in the hot, arid climate of northern Ne-
vada, where chukar hunting elevations are 
around the 6,000-foot level.

Debbie and I have made a little memorial 
for our two wonderful Pudelpointers that 
have moved on to the big hunting grounds 
in the sky. Dixie and Shooter have their col-
lars buried under rocks in a shape of a heart 
in their favorite hunting grounds in north-
ern Nevada. Ironically, we took Luna there 
for a visit to the “Hole in the Rock” and, in 
doing so, engaged several late-season hold 
out chukars in a steep God forsaken canyon 
that I hesitated to negotiate. Luna dove into 

AN EXAMPLE OF A NATURAL SPRING THAT CAN 
BE FOUND IN TYPICAL CHUKAR HABITAT.

the hell hole, while Debbie and I, holding on 
to sharp cliff rocks, descended to her location 
and, upon arriving, found her steady on point. 
Seconds later, the little chickens exploded as 
they often do meeting a barrage of “Old Man 
Lead.” Three up and three down. It doesn’t 
happen often—in fact, only one other time in 
my life. I can’t help but wonder if Dixie and 
Shooter sent us to them.  

I’m no spring chicken anymore and, after 
hard consideration, we decided to have anoth-
er Pudelpointer. My argument is always that if 
we’re going to have a dog, why not have one 
that will enjoy the things we love in life. The 
decision to adopt Luna turns out to be a bless-
ing. We’re back in the saddle again, chasing 
birds and enjoying the greatest of outdoors 
anywhere. Mr. Athens gave us a gift of love. 
Fortunately, she passed her wonderful genes 
on to quite a few other Pudelpointers out there 
across the land. This is the second adopted 
hunting dog we’ve brought into our world 
and, I must say, they have been amongst the 
best out there. I would never hesitate to take 
another one in. 



18 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org March 2018 19March 2018 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

By Lisa Boyer, DVM
Loomis, California

Ask
Dr. Boyer

Dr. Lisa Boyer is an emergency medicine veterinar-

ian who practices both Western and integrative 

medicine in California. She breeds, trains, hunts and 

shows Wirehaired Pointing Griffons in northern Cal-

ifornia Please contact her at getagriffon@gmail.com. 

She welcomes suggestions for future articles.

Leptospirosis 
And Your Dog

Leptospirosis, a disease that is quickly emerging as a 
real threat in both sporting and non-sporting dogs. 
This is a disease that is zoonotic, meaning it can be 

transmitted from animals to people and as such, presents a 
public health problem. One-third of all human cases come 
from contact with an infected dog. People and dogs that be-
come infected may have symptoms that are mistaken for 
other illnesses. Some people and dogs have no symptoms, 
but are carriers of the disease. Untreated, it can cause kid-
ney damage, meningitis, liver failure, respiratory distress 
and even death.

Leptospirosis is a gram negative spirochete (bacteria) 
which means that they are very motile, especially in a 
moist environment, and is typically found in mud and 
water. There are at least 16 species of this bacteria and 
hundreds of subtypes. The most common in the United 
States include L. grippotyphosa, L. bratislava, L. autum-
nalis and L. pomona.1

The bacteria is shed in the urine of infected animals, 
both wild and domestic. The most commonly infected 
animals are cattle, pigs, horses, dogs, wild animals (deer, 
coyotes, wolves) and rodents. Infected animals may not 
show any signs of illness, but may excrete the bacteria in 
their urine.

Leptospira is commonly found in slow moving or stag-
nant water. The bacteria likes warm, moist environments 
and areas where there are floods, as the soil conditions 
can prolong survival. In the best soil conditions, Lepto-
spira can live for months.

Dogs most commonly contract Leptospirosis from 
July through November and sometimes after heavy 
rains. Although we usually think of Lepto as being 
transmitted through contact with infected animal urine 
(i.e. through breaks in the skin and mucous mem-
branes), there are other modes of transmission. Dogs 
can contract Lepto through bite wounds, eating infect-
ed tissues or venereally. In addition, a dog may con-
tract Lepto through contact with contaminated water 
sources, bedding, soil or food. Even dogs that live in 
urban areas and don’t hunt are at risk because drinking 
from a puddle may put a dog at risk. Once the bacte-
ria enters the blood stream, it multiplies rapidly and 
causes disease in multiple organs like the kidneys, liv-
er, spleen, and in the central nervous and reproductive 

systems. Disease is present within 2-26 days of exposure.
The main organ systems typically affected are the kidneys and 

the liver. Signs of acute infection include fever, muscle tender-
ness followed by vomiting, dehydration, rapid breathing, bleed-
ing from the nose or mouth, bloody stools and ultimately death. 
A more moderate form of the disease is more common, and a 
dog may exhibit fever, loss of appetite, dehydration, bleeding, 
stiffness, eye infections, vomiting and diarrhea. The respiratory 
system may be affected, and the liver or central nervous system 
may also become involved.

In the past, diagnosis of Leptospirosis required special lab-
oratory blood tests that took many days to confirm. Most vet-
erinarians would run bloodwork to rule out other diseases and 
to see what organ systems are involved. Recently, new tests 
that can be done in a veterinarian’s office and only take a few 
minutes are available for a much more rapid Lepto diagnosis. 
However, this is only one test as part of a complete treatment 
plan. Additional tests such as bloodwork and imaging studies 
may be needed to tailor a complete treatment plan for your pet. 

Ten to Fifteen years ago, people were resistant to vacci-
nating their dogs for Leptospirosis because the vaccines had 
higher risk of a vaccine reaction, especially in small breed 
dogs. Today, however, the vaccine is not the same, and the 
risk of reaction is extremely small. The Lepto vaccine does not 
protect against all of the different types of Lepto, but it does 

protect against the most common types that infect dogs. The 
vaccine is considered “non-core,” which means it is a vaccine 
that you should discuss with your veterinarian. Vaccination 
recommendations will be determined based on geography and 
risk of contracting the disease.

While most hunting dogs should be vaccinated for Lepto-
spirosis, I do not recommend vaccinating for this disease until 
the dog is at least 12 weeks old. Typically, I start this vaccine 
after 16-20 weeks, when the Rabies vaccine series is done. 
Lepto vaccination is initially a two-shot series with an annual 
booster. High risk dogs may be vaccinated as frequently as 
every 6-9 months, but this is less common. 

If your dog contracts Leptospirosis, early diagnosis is very 
important. Treatment includes antibiotics and supportive care. 
Since your dog is contagious, and the disease is transmissible 
to people, your dog may need to be isolated and special san-
itary precautions taken. Even after recovery, dogs may shed 
this bacteria in their urine for several weeks.

Leptospirosis is a very treatable disease, and understand-
ing how and where your dog may contract it is important for 
dog owners. Being cognizant of this disease allows for prompt 
treatment and enables both you and your hunting partner to get 
back in the field or into the waterfowl blind.

1. Langstom C: Leptospirosis. Atlantic Coast Veterinary Conference, 2010.
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Cheesy
Chukar Chowder

Help fellow NAVHDA members eat what we hunt by 
sending in your recipes! Email your recipe and photo to the 

NAVHDA Office at vhd@navhda.org with 
“Full Circle Fare” in the subject line. 

FULL 
CIRCLE 

FARE By Julie Carlstrom
Bancroft, Wisconsin

   

    

Directions
Using a shallow pan with a lid, sweat vegetables in butter.  

In a separate, heavy bottom soup pot, heat broth, milk and 

chicken soup base. 

Make a paste with flour and a small amount of milk. Whisk 

into the heated liquid and cook until slightly thickened, not 

long. Simmer about a minute to cook flour.  

Add remaining ingredients and the cooked vegetables to the 

heated liquid. Stir while cheese melts. Do not return to a boil.

Serve with a black walnut quick bread and herb butter.

Ingredients
3-4 cups diced cooked chukar (or pheasant)

2 cups diced celery 

2 cups diced potatoes

2 cups diced carrots

2 cups diced onion 

4 tbsp. butter

¾ cups flour

1 qt. chicken broth     

4 cups milk 

1 tbsp. chicken soup base    

2 cups Velveeta cheese, cubed    

1 tsp. salt, pepper to taste 
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Kennel Name Applications 

These applications for registration of kennel names have been 
received by the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written 
and submitted to Steve Brodeur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 
520, Arlington Hts, IL 60006, on or before April 1, 2018. To obtain 
registration forms, write the Registrar at the above address or go to 
www.navhda.org. 

And some other important stuff 
you really should think about reading... 
If you have sent in your 2018 Invitational application make sure 

to look for an acknowledgement receipt in the mail within two-three 

weeks from when you sent it. 

The International office is having problems reading many of the 
application requests for both registry and membership. Please type 
the application or write clearly, as this is very time consuming. 
Also, when attaching documents to the International office email for 
registrations, please attach a pdf file. Look at what you are attach-
ing before sending, because the office is having problems getting 
blank applications, and the attachments are not readable. The files 
need to be 8”x11,” and not dark. 

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training tips 
and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum.  Please send 
them to vhd@navhda.org.

THE FORUM  

Photo of the Month
Free

Online Puppy Ads!
Yes, you read that right - FREE! We are trying to 
generate some interest in our online advertising page, 
and are offering to post puppy ads, free of charge 
to NAVHDA members, for the 2018 Spring puppy 
season. Email your ad text to navoffice@navhda.org 
with “Free Puppy Ad” in the subject line. Ranger, on his 1st birthday, 

running into the pheasant stocking tru
ck on it’s way in. 

Definitely more pheasant th
an he had ever seen at once. 

“Best Birthday present ever!” is
 probably what he thought.

Submitted by Will B
oettcher, M

iddleton, Wisconsin

CLASSIFIEDS  

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through the 
NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in the “Pre-Pay 
VHD Ads” section. All classified ads are limited to 35 
words and price is $35.00 for all categories. Submission 
deadline for classifieds is the first of the month before the 
month of issue. For example: deadline for May issue is 
April 1st.  

Got something to sell? Why not advertise with us! We have online 
classifieds available through the NAVHDA store and also magazine 
classifieds and regular ad sizes.  For more information, go to our website 
(www.navhda.org) under “Advertise with Us” for full details.

GERMAN WIREHAIRED POINTER PUPPIES
Wire Creek Kennels “E” litter. Puppies due April 4. Accepting $200.00 

deposits. Bone Point’s Magnus (NA I, UT I) x AJ Money Maker Vom 

Williams (NA I, UPT III). OFA Hips and Thyroid. Contact Jeremy Williams: 

801-376-4564.

CHANGE IN DNA TESTING 
REQUIREMENTS 

BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2019
Beginning January 1, 2019, all dogs running the Invitational 

will be required to submit their DNA through NAVHDA’s cen-

tral office. As of that date, we will no longer recognize or ac-

cept DNA done through AKC as we have in the past. 

Why? The primary goal of the genetic testing program 

is to establish a data base of confirmed parentage of our 

NAVHDA registered dogs; unfortunately, AKC will not share 

their genetic testing results with NAVHDA, and, therefore, we 

cannot confirm parentage of dogs that are tested through AKC.

Kennel Name Breed Owners 
JUMPING  BROOK GS TIMOTHY S. CLARK
RAISING POINT GS PATRICK D. PITTMAN  
PRAIRIE HILLS GW ELIZABETH MCMANUS
ALABAMA LONG BEARD GR SUSAN B. URQUHART
TALLGRASS WM MINDY & DREW BROWN  
JAGER RAY PP JOSEPH & CHRISTI HRBACEK 
AUTUMN RUSH GR KORY & SARAH POHLMAN
HILLTOP GUNDOGS PS JAMES R DEAN 
DREAM CATCHER GW CODY ERVIN

DAKOTA PRO GW JEFF MILLER
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It’s never too early to begin thinking about the next
hunting season. In fact, preparing a dog for the season
takes year-round work. Serious sporting dog enthusi-
asts never let up from conditioning and training mode,
though the intensity of day-to-day routines may relent
a bit during the off-season. 

Preseason training varies by age, experience and
individual dog, but experts agree success results when
a program focuses on optimal training, conditioning
and nutrition. These components are essential when
it comes to developing your dog for hunting.

“Dogs need to be in good physical condition going
into the season, which means owners should focus on
getting a dog into top condition way ahead of open-
ing day,” says Purina Senior Manager of Sporting Dog
Programs Karl Gunzer. “Those who build a perform-
ance platform that balances training, conditioning
and nutrition are enabling a dog to be his or her best.” 

Gunzer, a pro trainer for 20 years, understands the
rigorous requirements on the front end that produce
the desired results in the field. 

“Training is a process that takes time. A dog must
mature physically and mentally to the challenges being
taught,” he says. “Nutrition supports the hard work.
Feeding a nutrient-dense, high-protein/high-fat
performance food helps to increase a dog’s capacity
to metabolize fat, thus giving the dog a higher oxygen
capacity to work.”

The ideal food for hardworking dogs should be high
in protein and fat, such as Purina Pro Plan SPORT

Performance 30/20 Formula, a quality dog food
containing 30 percent protein and 20 percent fat.

“Feeding a high-protein/high-fat diet primes a dog’s
metabolic engine to efficiently convert nutrients into
energy,” explains Purina Senior
Research Nutritionist Brian
Zanghi, PhD. “Keeping a dog on
a performance diet year-round,
reducing the amount fed during
the off-season, is essentially
giving him or her a two-month
conditioning edge over a dog
fed a maintenance diet that is
lower in protein and fat.”

Gunzer adds, “Feeding a nutri-
ent-dense food also allows you
to not have to feed an excessive
amount to keep weight on a dog.
When a dog eats less food, and thus has less volume
in his or her stomach, the dog is more comfortable.”

“The goal of nutrition is to optimize performance,
which means feeding a food containing key nutrients
in an optimal balance to provide optimal benefits,”
says Dr. Zanghi. “This enables a dog to hunt longer.” 

If your dog worked during the hunting season, he
or she should be in ideal body condition. By keeping
your dog at a healthy weight, he or she will be ready
to hit the ground running in a training and condi-
tioning program come spring in order to prepare
for the following season.  ■

PRESEASON TRAINING 
OF SPORTING DOGS STARTS EARLY

ADJUST THE AMOUNT OF FOOD BASED

ON THE SEASON During the winter months, 
a dog needs nearly 7 percent more calories for every 
10 degrees the temperature drops below the mild temper-
atures of spring and fall. Likewise, in the summer, a dog
needs about 7 percent fewer calories for every 10-degree
rise above spring and fall’s moderate temperatures.

ALWAYS FEED THE SAME AMOUNT

OF FOOD During the first four to six weeks of
conditioning, food quantity should increase but then level
off and decline slightly. Each dog is an individual, so you
should always adjust the amount of food fed to maintain
your dog’s ideal body condition.

FEED BEFORE EXERCISE Because com-
plete digestion takes from 20 to 24 hours, you

should feed your dog once a day, preferably the night
before a hunt or training session. A dog fed six hours or
sooner before exercise results in the body’s fat-burning
enzymes not being optimized, which contributes to reduced
endurance and energy generation.

PROVIDE PLENTY OF WATER A dog should
be well-hydrated, as exercise is a heat-producing

activity, and water is required to dissipate heat. Water also
is needed to remove the byproducts of energy metabolism,
which is essential to endurance and performance.

NUTRITIONAL DO’S & DON’TS FOR SPORTING DOGS

DO DON’T

DODON’T

Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful versatile 
hunting partner, developed through a performance based testing system 
and breeding program that enhance the overall conformation set forth 
by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
 Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more 
about a perfect blend of trainability, versatility 
and desire in your next hunting dog.

Like us and follow us on Facebook at North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR

The Original 
German Shorthair

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to 
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.

LIVING UP TO THE EFFORT, TIME AND TRUST! 

The Best in Electronic Dog Training Equipment, Sales, 

Trades, Repairs, Parts and Great Customer Service! 

800-430-2010  www.collarclinic.com

“Jager “

1517 Northern Star Dr. Traverse City MI  49696

NEW VHD EMAIL:
vhd@navhda.org

In an attempt to take some of the workload 
off of the main office and streamline the 
submissions process, we have set up this 
dedicated email address for VHD submis-
sions, ideas and comments. It is a direct 
line to Mary Burpee, the Editor, and Tim 
Otto, the Director of Publications.

Although we realize it can be difficult to 
teach old dogs new tricks, we are all look-
ing forward to using this new system, and 
we hope it will generate more input from 
all of you.

Try it out when you get the chance and send 
us a little something! We’re currently doing 
a field search for puppy articles and pho-
tos for the May puppy issue, so that would 
be a great place to start.

Please note that all advertising requests and 
other NAVHDA business still needs to go 
to the main office at navoffice@navhda.org.
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Use code NAVHDA2018 for 10% off your order |  DAKOTA283.COM  |  866.595.4332

RUGGED TRAVEL GEAR

TO PROTECT YOUR

PRECIOUS CARGO

Become a Pheasants Forever Member Today and 
Claim Your FREE PF Leash & Collapsible Dog 

Bowl, Your Best Friend Will Thank You!

www.pheasantsforever.org/NAVHDA

Help Us Protect the Healthy 
Habitat and Wild Places You and 

Your Bird Dog Love to Roam.

THE RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY – 

PRESERVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS:

HEALTHY FORESTS

ABUNDANT WILDLIFE

SPORTING TRADITIONS

Join Today!

RuffedGrouseSociety.Org

1-888-564-6747
Photo by Nancy Anisfi eld

2020 Invitational Location
The first NAVHDA Invitational was held in 1988 in Ontario, Canada, and, 

since that time, has been held in seven different states from Maine to 

North Dakota. Since 2009, the NAVHDA Invitational has alternated be-

tween two fantastic locations: the Buckeye Chapter in Ohio and the 

Hawkeye Chapter in Iowa. The grounds, hospitality, and chapter sup-

port at all locations has been amazing every year, and that tradition will 

undoubtedly continue this year in Iowa! At the 2017 Annual Meeting it 

was announced that applications to host the 2019 Invitational would 

be accepted from any chapter, including chapters that have hosted it 

in the past and those that have not, but would like to. We will be doing 

that again for the 2020 Invitational. Interested chapters should contact 

either Tracey Nelson, Invitational Director (quickpup25@gmail.com), or 

the NAVHDA Central Office (navoffice@navhda.org) as soon as possible.

Requirements to Host an Invitational

Grounds
Fields: 

Three fields of at least 100 acres each. Cover sufficient to hide birds 

(chukars) with at least some areas that allow sight lines to judge back-

ing sequences. Parking for fields that is accessible in any weather or 

mud.

Double Mark Pond: 

At least 5 to 8 acres. Natural cover at the banks and open water marking 

area. Parking area and roads to and from.

Blind Retrieve/Honor by Blind Pond: 

A body of water having approximately 100 yard long blind retrieve with 

no cover in water and a bank on the far shore that allows viewing of 

dog when it gets to the duck. The shape of the water is important. It 

must be longer than wider so as to not invite a dog to run around the 

pond instead of swimming across (ie: no round ponds).  The position for 

Honor by Blind must be approximately 50 yards downshore from the 

Blind Retrieve site. Again, there must be parking and roads to and from.

Exercise fields:  

Minimum of two, not on official Invitational test grounds.

Headquarters:  An area for opening and closing ceremonies (standard 

setup, flags.) Electronics to run sound system. A building for setup of 

radio control station, computers, printers (solid building that can be 

securely locked at night.)  

Airport:  

A major airport not more than one hour drive to grounds.

Equipment
Field:  

6 single barrel 12 gauge break open shotguns. 6 large bird bags, 3 sets 

of game shears, ziploc bags (large and small), hand wipes, 9 water tubs, 

6 four wheelers or other atv, 6 coolers, 6 pop up tents 6 flash collars, 10 

oranges vests, 12 chairs.

Double Mark:  

2 wingers, hammer, extra bands for wingers, extra electronics for wing-

ers, two 12 gauge break open guns, one has to be double barrel ca-

pable of shooting two blanks, 12 decoys, garbage bags, hand wipes, 

ziploc bags, boat, life jacket, 2 coolers, 2 tents, 6 chairs, duck dryer.

Blind Retrieve/Honor by Blind: 

Winger, extra bands for winger, blind to hide winger, single barrel 12 

gauge break-open shotgun, blanks, Bye dogs/Honor by Blind dogs: 

Must have at least 2 VC dogs available as bye dogs for the fields each 

day, and at least 2 UT or VC dogs available to retrieve the duck at the 

Honor by Blind each day. Also a test dog at each water venue and avail-

able for set up day.

20 clipboards, rubber bands and pens.

Hotel:  

Hotel with a minimum of 120 rooms to be the host hotel. Must allow 

pets and preferably be willing to provide an early breakfast option on 

the day we will be there. Thirty minutes to grounds or less.

Other
An on call veterinary clinic within an hour drive (max).

Chapters must be able to provide lunches for all workers, approximate-

ly 40-45 workers per day. A banquet facility to host dinner Friday or 

Saturday night, approximately 100-125 people.

A local bird supplier or suppliers that will contract for chukars and ducks 

at a reasonable rate ($7 to $9 for chukars and $12 to $15 for ducks.)

Sufficient signage to get participants and spectators to the different 

venues. Parking signs at venue. Signs to get people to and from exer-

cise fields.

Signs to mark exercise fields. (A total list of needed signs will be given 

to any chapter that will be hosting the  Invitational.)

The hosting chapter may inquire about renting the signs and other 

equipment from chapters that have previously hosted the Invitational.

INVITATIONAL 
HOSTING REQUIREMENTS
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2018 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date Chapter/Location Test Type Contact Telephone E-mail
Mar 10-11 Florida Palmetto FL NA/UPT/UT Danelle Snyder 321/750 7386 dysnyder58@gmail.com
Mar 10-11 Lone Star TX NA/UPT/UT Megan Murphy 281/989 5933 megan-murphy@att.net
Mar 16-18 San Diego CA NA/UPT/UT Ruth Weiss 760/782 0890 tilegal05@gmail.com
Mar 17-18 Carolinas NC NA/UPT/UT Kim Lewis 850/602 2515 klewis700@ymail.com
Mar 24-25 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease 703/765 5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Mar 24-25 Texas TX NA/UPT/UT Gregory Kadesch 817/271 7878 greg.kadesch@texasnavhda.org
Mar 31-Apr 1 Mid South GA NA Kimberly Presley  706/330 7021 kimberlyepresley@gmail.com
Apr 13 Northern California CA NA/UPT/UT Jennifer Roney 916/765 5930 jenbaker7404@gmail.com
Apr 14-15 Potomac MD NA/UPT/UT James Norfleet 703/727 4853 n2bama@comcast.net
Apr 14-15 Great Central Valley CA NA/UPT/UT Russell Cleland 530/340 5255 russ@motherlodegundogs.com
Apr 20-22 Wasatch Mountain UT NA Mark Taylor 801/694 2599 markkevintaylor@hotmail.com
Apr 21-22 Chesapeake VA NA/UPT/UT Daphne Gray 804/493 7354 windstormgsp@aol.com
Apr 21-22 Grand Canyon Of Arizona AZ NA/UPT/UT Jim Carpenter 928/213 1642 jcarpen323@gmail.com
Apr 28-29 Zia NM NA Clarence Filip 505/688 1015 cwfilip@comcast.net
Apr 28-29 Mid-ohio OH NA/UPT/UT Adam Green 740/334 0115 acgreen41@gmail.com
May 5-6 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Richard Ray 304/872 1566 sray44@frontier.com
May 5-6 Willamette Valley OR NA Nancy Breuner 541/389 6353 nbreuner@yahoo.com
May 5-6 Finger Lakes NY NA Carey Killion  716/830 9834 careykillion@gmail.com
May 5-6 Pocono Mountain PA NA Kyle Hough 570/818 4090 kyle@schwarzwaldkennels.com
May 12-13 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Shannon Mcgarrity 901/237 8967 smcgrrtyuofm@gmail.com
May 18-20 Pacific Northwest WA NA/UPT/UT Brandon Smith 425/280 4921 smith.cornerstone@gmail.com
May 18-20 Treasure Valley ID NA/UPT/UT Penny Masar 208/739 2138 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
May 19-20 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell 610/304 6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
May 19-20 Kentuckiana IN NA John Willingham 502/773 6087 john.willingham3@gmail.com
May 19-20 Northern Illinois WI NA/UPT/UT Amber Glaves 262/206 3159 glavesa911@gmail.com
May 19-20 Midwest Tri State SD NA Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
May 19-20 Wisconsin River WI NA/UPT/UT Anne Zeches 608/334 5022 atzforever@yahoo.com
May 19-20 Southern Tier Of New York NY NA/UPT/UT Judith Zeigler 607/738 1341 crystalkennels@aol.com
May 19-20 Minnesota MN NA Kathleen Aplikowski 612/597 3189 katapple@comcast.net
May 25-27 Big Sky MT NA Marcus Troyer 406/899 2214 jxtroyer@hotmail.com
May 25-27 Merrimack Valley NH NA/UPT/UT Joanna Korte 603/664 5394 joannakorte@gmail.com
May 26-27 Buckeye OH NA/UPT/UT Mark Fraley 330/843 3711 mpfraley7@gmail.com
May 26-27 Southern New England CT NA/UPT/UT Joshua Flowers 845/661 8354 flowersjosh@att.net
May 26-27 Wisconsin WI NA/UPT/UT Steve Harmeyer 920/668 8619 kckennel@gmail.com
Jun 1-3 Rocky Mountain CO NA/UPT/UT Sara Heesacker 970/420 3850 jsheesacker@msn.com
Jun 1-3 Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
Jun 1-3 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT Debra Letcher 952/994 1459 letchers@mchsi.com
Jun 1-3 Southeastern Michigan MI NA/UPT/UT Lisa Pehur 248/231 7957 shooterslisa@comcast.net
Jun 2-3 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Christopher Orcutt 860/342 5724 corcutt01@comcast.net
Jun 2-3 Illowa IA NA Michelle Wilbers 563/672 3291 michelle@brushdale.com
Jun 2-3 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Marion Siebert 412/751 0214 sieset@comcast.net
Jun 2-3 Hawkeye IA NA Donald Cross 641/521 4445 djcross@iowatelecom.net
Jun 2-3 Treasure Valley OR NA Penny Masar 208/739 2138 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
Jun 2-3 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/491 5797 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Jun 2-3 Keystone PA NA/UPT/UT John Wolfe 610/613 1482 wolfejohn88@yahoo.com
Jun 2-3 Southern Adirondack NY NA/UPT/UT Al Watson 203/948 2176 albert.watson@tennantco.com
Jun 2-3 Delaware Valley NJ NA/UPT/UT Edward Harrington 215/260 6640 edlickflyfish@comcast.net
Jun 2-3 Ontario Grand River ON NA Jan Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Jun 8-10 Yankee ME NA/UPT/UT Alexander Runyon 207/841 0630 runyon@maine.rr.com
Jun 8-10 Central Oregon OR NA/UPT/UT Larry Stone 541/280 5602 larrystone@bendbroadband.com
Jun 9-10 Toronto Ontario ON NA Pat Pacitti 416/737 9487 patpacitti@rogers.com
Jun 9-10 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Mike Corbett 920/419 0543 mfcorbett1951@gmail.com
Jun 9-10 Central Dakota ND NA Mary Anne Mckenzie 701/425 1293 maryanne.mckenzie@yahoo.com
Jun 15-17 St Croix MN NA/UPT/UT Kara Gannon 715/595 3068 info@dankarkennels.com
Jun 16-17 Northern Michigan MI NA/UPT/UT Brent Kroll 616/893 8601 brntkroll@yahoo.com
Jun 16-17 Red River Valley ND NA Steven Buck 701/729 6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Jun 23 Ottawa Valley NY NA Anne Kernan 315/783 8423 anne.kernan@yahoo.com
Jun 30-Jul 1 Pocono Mountain PA NA/UPT/UT Kyle Hough 570/818 4090 kyle@schwarzwaldkennels.com
Jul 14-15 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Debbie Kurtz 262/305 2252 debbie@4hmh.com
Aug 3-5 Alaska Yukon AK NA/UPT/UT Dori Hollingsworth 907/491 0393 dori@gci.net
Aug 10-12 Northern Michigan MI NA/UPT/UT Jeff Ebert 231/838 5676 jeff.ebert@rocketmail.com

Aug 10-12 Willamette Valley OR NA/UPT/UT Nancy Breuner 541/389 6353 nbreuner@yahoo.com
Aug 11-12 Wisconsin River WI NA/UPT/UT Anne Zeches 608/334 5022 atzforever@yahoo.com
Aug 17-19 St Croix MN NA/UPT/UT Ralph Sobkowicz 218/324 2249 rsobkowicz@hotmail.com
Aug 17-19 Rocky Mountain CO NA/UPT/UT Sara Heesacker 970/420 3850 jsheesacker@msn.com
Aug 17-19 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT Tammy Lynn Hill 218/263 3424 thhill@mchsi.com
Aug 17-19 Eastern Quebec QC NA/UPT/UT Francois Laplante 418/884 4227 info@lepolyvalent.ca
Aug 17-19 Southern Minnesota WI NA/UPT/UT Monica Redmond 608/385 9194 monicaredmond@live.com
Aug 17-19 Central Dakota ND NA/UPT/UT Mary Anne Mckenzie 701/425 1293 maryanne.mckenzie@yahoo.com
Aug 18-19 Ottawa Valley ON NA/UPT/UT Anne Kernan 315/783 8423 anne.kernan@yahoo.com
Aug 18-19 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Christopher Mokler 920/279 6104 cmokler@gmail.com
Aug 24-26 Wasatch Mountain UT NA/UT Mark Taylor 801/694 2599 markkevintaylor@hotmail.com
Aug 24-26 Southeastern Michigan MI NA/UPT/UT Lisa Pehur 248/231 7957 shooterslisa@comcast.net
Aug 24-26 Pacific Northwest WA NA/UPT/UT Brandon Smith 425/280 4921 smith.cornerstone@gmail.com
Aug 24-26 Finger Lakes NY NA/UT Carey Killion  716/830 9834 careykillion@gmail.com
Aug 24-26 Merrimack Valley NH NA/UPT/UT Joanna Korte 603/664 5394 joannakorte@gmail.com
Aug 24-26 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell 610/304 6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
Aug 24-26 Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
Aug 24-26 Treasure Valley ID NA/UPT/UT Penny Masar 208/739 2138 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
Aug 25-26 Central Indiana IN NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Caudill 317/739 7190 kimtravelconnection@yahoo.com
Aug 25-26 Hawkeye IA NA Donald Cross 641/521 4445 djcross@iowatelecom.net
Aug 25-26 Hickory Run PA NA/UPT/UT Barbara Brookman 610/294 9022 brookmanbj8@gmail.com
Aug 25-26 Wisconsin WI NA/UPT/UT Tracy Harmeyer 920/668 8619 kckennel@gmail.com
Aug 25-26 Red River Valley ND NA/UPT/UT Steven Buck 701/729 6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Aug 31-Sep 2 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT Bryce Adams 651/387 8556 bryce.adams@exceleng.net
Sep 1-2 Delaware Valley NJ NA/UPT/UT Edward Harrington 215/260 6640 edlickflyfish@comcast.net
Sep 7-9 Yankee ME NA/UPT/UT Alexander Runyon 207/841 0630 runyon@maine.rr.com
Sep 7-9 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Marion Siebert 412/751 0214 sieset@comcast.net
Sep 8-9 Ontario Grand River ON NA/UT Jan Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Sep 8-9 Minnesota MN NA Jason Mckinzie 763/300 9284 mckinzie75@hotmail.com
Sep 20-23 Central Oregon OR NA/UPT/UT Larry Stone 541/280 5602 larrystone@bendbroadband.com
Sep 21-23 Illowa IA NA/UPT/UT Raymond Carter 563/559 0426 rcarter1@mchsi.com
Sep 21-23 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/491 5797 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 22-23 Southern Tier Of New York NY NA/UPT/UT Judith Zeigler 607/738 1341 crystalkennels@aol.com
Sep 22-23 Northern Illinois WI NA/UPT/UT Amber Glaves 262/206 3159 glavesa911@yahoo.com
Sep 22-23 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Christopher Orcutt 860/342 5724 corcutt01@comcast.net
Sep 29-30 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Shannon Mcgarrity 901/237 8967 smcgrrtyuofm@gmail.com
Sep 29-30 Southern New England CT NA/UPT/UT Joshua Flowers 845/661 8354 flowersjosh@att.net
Sep 29-30 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Vincent Wehrle 614/519 8764 vinw99@yahoo.com
Oct 6-7 Illinois IL NA/UPT/UT Matthew Minich 708/557 5528 minich1221@hotmail.com
Oct 6-7 Pocono Mountain PA NA/UPT/UT Kyle Hough 570/818 4090 kyle@schwarzwaldkennels.com
Oct 6-7 Mid-ohio OH NA/UPT/UT Adam Green 740/334 0115 acgreen41@gmail.com
Nov 3-4 Tarheel NC NA/UPT/UT Kyley Googins-caldwell 910/514 6059 kyley.googins@gmail.com

2018 NAVHDA Special Events

Date Chapter/Location  Event Contact Telephone E-mail
March 10-11 Grand Canyon/Cordes Junction, AZ Handlers Clinic Jim Carpenter 928/213-1642  jcarpen323@gmail.com
April 28-29 Potomac Chapter/Polesville, MD Handlers Clinic Robert Gramzinski 301/675-2174 robert.gramzinski@gmail.com
May 5-6 Central Oregon/Madras, OR  Handlers Clinic David Riden 541/728-4376 stumpriden@aol.com

May 19-20 Yankee Chapter/Dresden, ME Handlers Clinic Patti Carter 207-725-8229 mmkennels@myfairpoint.net
June 9-10 Minnesota Chapter/Hugo, MN Handlers Clinic Pete Aplikowski 651/485-0055 pete@soldbypete.com 

June 16-17 Merrimack Valley/Deerfield, NH Handlers Clinic David Trahan 603-494-3802 davidt@onpointkennel.com
July 21-22 Brew City Chapter/Kansasville, WI Handlers Clinic Adam Roth 414/840-4308 ttgwi@hotmail.com
Sep 13-16 Hawkeye/Searsboro, IA  Invitational NAVHDA Office 847/253-6488 navoffice@navhda.org

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA website at www.navhda.org.
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Written by experts for  experts  
and those who want to be. 
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com  

to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of 

The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.

Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

As a member of NAVHDA,  you want  

your versatile dog to do it all. For  

20 years, The Pointing Dog Journal  

has been helping hunting dog

owners do just that.

call 844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

Seek, Point, & Retrieve

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special  
$5 savings off our regular subscription  
price – so you can get yours for only $21.95  
for six issues!

• 6 great issues a year

• Special e-mail articles of our  
Traveling Wingshooter gamebird forecasts

• Access to our exclusive online content  
that includes a bulletin board, articles,  
and video shooting tips.


