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President’s Message 

By Dave Trahan 
Deerfield, New Hampshire  

An Achievable Goal

HuntView  maps for Astro
®

 dog 
tracking systems now cover more 

states. Get exclusive BirdsEye
Satellite Imagery and TOPO U.S. 

24k mapping with more detail,
including public/private land

boundaries for 32 states and more.

 maps for Astro maps for Astro maps for Astro  dog 
tracking systems now cover more 
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Satellite Imagery and TOPO U.S. 

24k mapping with more detail,
including public/private land

boundaries for 32 states and more.

When you see better,
you hunt better.

A
s I reflect on work and planning ahead for NAVHDA’s 
future, I realize that our membership growth is steadily 
moving towards our goal of having one of the larg-

est dog organizations in the country. It remains an achievable 
goal, and it will be accomplished through the efforts of our 
membership working at the grassroots of our organization. With 
this growth, we will inevitably face small problems, but with 
the Executive Council’s guidance we will work out any issues. 

I want to thank our office manager, Maria, along with the 
other team members, for all the work they do in the day-to-
day operation of the organization. NAVHDA headquarters is 
located just outside of Chicago. If you have a chance to stop 
in and visit, please do so. 

As the current president, I receive a lot of questions from 
members which—most of the time—I forward to the appropriate 

director who resolves the issue. For the most part, we have 
very few problems. I want to take this moment to also thank 
the board for donating so much of their time to NAVHDA. 
You will read their reports in this issue, and see how involved 
each of them is. When you see them and have a chance, please 
thank them. 

As we venture into a new year, we will meet in Las Vegas to 
put forth plans for the up-coming season—much like all of the 
local chapters that meet to do the same. At this year’s meeting, 
we will have a breakout forum so members can put forth their 
ideas to the board and membership. The board will regroup 
and make decisions using all of the membership input. 

The Las Vegas meeting looks like a great weekend event. I 
want to say thank you to Dan Wittman and the Valley of the 
Sun chapter for all their efforts. 
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About The Cover

Challenges of 
Desert Training

By Gary Johnson
Helendale, California
Photos By Kevin Billy

Specific Challenges:
HEAT
This is a very significant factor that can occur anytime between 
April and September. We can have weeks at a time above 90 de-
grees. Frequently that is 90 from about 9 a.m. until 7 p.m., leaving 
a very small window of time to get in any training. If you are going 
to run your dog above 80 degrees F, you need to be very cautious. 
Working dogs can overheat very quickly, and it can be fatal. Never 
forget: when it is hot for you, your dog will always be hotter. Their 
core temp is 4 degrees warmer than ours, they are wearing a fur 
coat, and they do not dissipate heat as efficiently as humans. Also 

try to remember that you are standing with a hat and sunblock 
while asking your dog to run. 

Many of us train our dogs throughout the year and use several 
strategies to overcome the heat danger. Frequently fieldwork is 
done in the morning as early as possible. The temperature is usu-
ally within reason between 6 and 9 a.m. Trying to be efficient in 
quickly planting birds and having minimal breaks between braces 
is important. Replanting birds while running a dog helps. We use 
launchers, as this gives us more control of the bird when dogs 

are on point and prevents birds from walking or flying away. A 
strategy that will save 10-15 minutes per brace is to have another 
brace begin immediately after a dog handles his last bird. It will 
take a few minutes for the next dog to find the first planted bird, 
and the gunners can walk directly from the last bird planted to 
the first to save the time spent walking back to the starting line. 
If possible, planting the field in a semicircle pattern helps effi-
ciency. The dog finishing on the right is not in the sight lines of 
the dog beginning on the left. Your gunners will walk straight 

across the semicircle, meeting the next dog and handler at the 
first launcher. If the dog chooses to run the other direction, it’s 
not a problem—we just work the semicircle in the opposite di-
rection. It is important to have a bird planting plan as to not slow 
down to plant birds. Typically we have a person plant birds for 
the individual preceding them. Having the gunners carry a few 
extra pigeons for the inevitable training glitch also helps. Doing 
this allows the next dog to be waiting and ready with no down 
time. Training newcomers or puppy owners to plant birds is an-
other strategy. These new owners need to practice bird handling, 
and they will master the art of handling birds after a handful of 
braces. The other benefit to them is that they get to see more 
advanced dogs work. This gives them something to shoot for and 
develops a relationship with the people running their dogs that 
day. This begins a possible mentor relationship. 

The distance the birds are planted differs greatly for us depend-
ing on the weather. If the weather is cool we prefer 200-300 yards 
between birds. In the heat of the summer the birds will only be 
75-100 yards apart. Each dog is watered after every bird find. This 
forces hydration and allows you to mentally “reboot” your dog 
and prepare for the next bird. Pop-up canopies are frequently put 
over the back of peoples pickup trucks to provide shade for dogs 
in crates or dog boxes. Canopies will also be placed at the edge 
of the field for handlers to relax and ready their dogs for the next 
brace. Dogs are kept in crates, as that provides some additional 
shade from the sun. 

Drags are difficult to do as the heat gets above 90. Therefore 
they need to be done in the early morning. Handlers are encour-
aged to do drags in adjoining fields as they wait for their turn doing 
fieldwork. Heeling stakes are occasionally placed next to the shad-
ed areas or canopies. It can be a quick, short activity to get some 
positive training in as you wait for your turn in the field. When 
possible, using a field next to trees or water is an excellent idea. 
When next to water, the dogs will fetch a bumper immediately 
prior and after doing fieldwork to cool them down. If not possible 
to train next to water, several members have small portable water 
sprayers that hold five gallons or so. These sprayers are designed 
for primitive camping situations. Some of these sprayers are bat-
tery operated and some plug into the cigarette lighter in your ve-
hicle. Dogs underbelly, paws, ears and nose are wet down before 

T
raining a versatile dog is a challenge wherever you live. Your local geogra-
phy and weather always play an important role in how and when you train 
dogs. If you live in the northern snow-belt, it is near impossible to train out-

side during January and February. The daily temperature can consistently be -10F 
and the snow can occasionally be several feet deep. Some of us live in the opposite 
environment which, surprisingly, has similar challenges. For two and three month 
stretches, it is extremely challenging to train your dog due to the extreme heat. 

I live in the Mojave desert, located half-way between Los Angeles and Las Ve-
gas. Death Valley is nearby. My dogs and I are members of SOCAL NAVHDA, In-
land Empire NAVHDA and San Diego NAVHDA. Many others belong to all three 
chapters. This enables us to train with the other chapters and conveniently network 
with other like-minded people. Having membership in three NAVHDA chapters 
also helps us access training items that can be in short supply: birds, access to 
training water, access to other breeds of dogs to practice backing if you qualify for 
the Invitational. If your dog is going to be comparable to dogs trained in other parts 
of the country, it’s critical to maximize your resources and opportunities.
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each run. If a dogs mouth and nose are moist, they will have good 
ability to discern scent. As the mouth and nose become dry, they 
begin losing the ability to scent game.

LACK OF WATER
Severe lack of water. The general lack of water creates lack of 
vegetation, which extends to lack of habitat, and then to lack 
of game. There are few places that have any water (pond, lake 
or other) that would be possible to train a dog. Golf courses 
have an abundance of manmade water hazards, however, these 
are not possible training sites. One of our members would 
sneak onto a golf course in the middle of the night clad in 
camo to train for the Invitational Blind Retrieve. This strategy 
is not recommended!

Where can water be found in the desert? The best chukar 
hunting is found next to abandoned mine shafts. The birds fly 
down the mine shaft to get water and relief from summer heat. 
One of the dangers of hunting these areas is that we know our 
dogs will pursue game and scent. Many of these mine shafts go 
straight down for several hundred feet. Some of these sites are 

securely fenced, many are not. It can be extremely dangerous 
for our dogs. In San Bernardino county over 88,000 mines are 
now closed. Many of these sites are from the gold and silver 
rush from the 1800s. Regulations were close to non-existent in 
that era. Prospectors would leave their claim as quick as they 
showed up. For community safety, the county search and rescue 
team secures some of these each year to try and prevent people 
from entering. Frequently, vandalism takes place and chain link 
fences are compromised leaving a gaping hole in the earth. This 
is only one of twelve counties in the general area, and all have 
the same mine shaft problem.

RATTLESNAKES
Snake avoidance training is a very important part of training in 
this part of the country. Each of our three NAVHDA chapters 
annually trains over 50 dogs to avoid interacting with rattle-
snakes. Snake vaccine is available at most vet clinics in rat-
tlesnake areas. It is reported that the snake vaccine is the near 
equivalent to two doses of antivenom. It will give you time to 
get to the vet clinic in case your dog is attacked. We have seven 

different types of rattlesnakes in our local region. They are the: 
Sidewinder, Speckled, Red Diamond, Southern Pacific, Great 
Basin and the deadliest snake in the United States the Mojave 
Green rattlesnake. If bitten by a Mojave Green, human or dog 
will generally not live long enough to get treatment. Our hunt 
tests are generally during the coldest time of the year to prevent 
dogs encountering snakes. Some handlers wear Kevlar lined 
snake gaiters to minimize the chances of personally being in-
jured. As a handler you cannot watch your dog and also watch 
for snakes. Poisonous snakes exist in many parts of the country, 
and I would guess that certain areas have more issues than us. It 
is a common problem, however, and dogs with snake avoidance 
training will generally be okay. Annually getting the snake vac-
cine is a good strategy as well. 

BITING INSECTS
Scorpions, black widow spiders, tarantulas and fire ants – these 
all exist in our local area. This is generally more of a risk around 
your home or kennel area. One needs to make sure to keep the 
area the dogs are kept in free of spider webs, dark crevices and 
debris. If you see your dog acting disoriented, glassy-eyed or in 
shock, an immediate trip to the vet is necessary. Unaware han-
dlers have staked their dog next to a mound of ants and then left 
to watch others train. Returning later they find their dog franti-

cally barking trying to get away from the ants but unable as they 
are chained to a stake. Hearing a dog repeatedly barking on a 
stake-out chain is reason to walk over and take a look to see if 
anything is physically wrong. This can also be a problem when 
people stake their dogs out in direct sunlight. Stakeouts are nice 
for a dog to be able to move around and stretch their legs. If you 
are unable to sit nearby and monitor your dog’s safety, it is far 
better to leave your dog in a kennel.

LACK OF LOCAL HUNTING AREAS
This is far more challenging in our region than most parts of 
the United States. Urban sprawl with 20 million people in the 
region is a big factor. How is an upland gamebird going to cross 
an eight-lane freeway with 100,000 cars driving it daily? Not so 
easily. The bird may need to go in this direction to access water 
or food. The word “local” can be defined many different ways. 
For most of us in Southern California, “local” hunting is any-
thing within a three-hour drive from your house. This makes 
it difficult to scout the areas that may have birds. Year to year, 
the bird counts will differ greatly depending on the amount of 
rainfall. Bird populations differ annually in all states. However, 
the lack of rainfall in our region can be devastating to bird pop-
ulations. Many parts of our region can get less than four inches 
of rain annually. The better hunting areas in our area have water 
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management systems for agriculture that bird populations can 
consistently utilize. 

ACCESS TO DUCK SEARCH WATER
This can be an enormous problem for serious NAVHDA members 
in our local area. Some wait for several hours for “their turn on 
the pond.” Many NAVHDA members train in a local “dog park” 
that is really a working farm leased from the state with the condi-
tion that dogs be allowed to train there. This facility is 600 acres 
of mostly farmland and has eight ponds. One of these ponds was 
designed for the NAVHDA duck search. It generally is a fantastic 
duck search pond with heavy reed cover and several small islands 
to explore. However, this year the pond has been filled with algae 
and the water generally looks like split green pea spaghetti soup. 
It does not seem like a healthy environment for a dog to swim in. 
Not having this training pond has severely limited the duck search 
options in our region. The Utility Test requires a score of four on 
duck search to receive a Prize I, and not having a place to safely 
train for the duck search is a serious obstacle. The lack of multiple 
options for training duck search seems to be the greatest obstacle 
for individuals in our region. Some members drive three to four 
hours, one way, simply to use the pond.

ACCESS TO BIRDS
Having a severe shortage of local wild birds to hunt makes it 
more critical to have consistent access to pen-raised birds and 
pigeons. The majority of our training is done with pigeons. Quail 
and chukar are sprinkled in when available. If serious about pass-
ing the NAVHDA Utility test or the AKC Senior or Master hunt 
titles, you must access quail and chukar to prepare your dog for 
the running bird.

RUNNING BIRDS
Probably the biggest testing challenge in the desert is running 
birds. It can be comical. Sometimes a very low percentage of the 
birds will fly. As the handler flushes, the bird runs. Sometimes they 

run circles around the bush they were hiding in, and the handler 
runs a circle after them. Occasionally they run straight back to the 
dog. Hopefully they run away from the dog. Planted birds running 
is heavily dependent on the testing venue, as some areas have out-
standing cover that will hold the birds. However, some of our test 
venues have almost zero vegetation. Quail and chukar will run in 
the open from one scraggly bush to the next. Rarely will these pen 
raised birds fly away, but rather running is their method of escape. 
In most tests you will see at least one dog sprint over a slight hill 
at full speed into the middle of five or six quail. The dog will im-
mediately slam on the brakes to figure out the situation. Naturally, 
all of the quail run in different directions, which makes it highly 
confusing for the dog to know which one to point. The young dog 
will often pick one runner and start chasing. Steadiness can wait 
until the next test! The finished dog will slam into a point and 
calmly wait (hopefully) for you to arrive. Sorting out where those 
quail ran is now your problem. If you find one, hopefully it will 
flush, and if one can’t be found, you will need to “relocate” your 
dog. Hopefully you practiced this skill, as it can quickly become 
a train wreck. 

Despite all the challenges of training dogs in our local area, 
many dogs have done surprisingly well. Many have earned the UT 
Prize I, and a fair amount have attended the Invitational and re-
ceived the VC title. The challenges force people to make some de-
finitive decisions regarding training their dog. Are they committed 
or not? All dogs have challenges to overcome. Having numerous 
successful handlers and trainers in our area is extremely helpful in 
overcoming our training challenge of the moment. Having experi-
enced mentors, networking and utilizing teamwork helps NAVH-
DA members be successful regardless of the challenges their local 
region provides. 

ON THE COVER: 
WINDJAMMER’S BUSTIN BLUES ROY, 
GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTER, 
OWNED BY TYLER MITCHEL. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN BILLY.



10 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org January 2018 11January 2018 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

It was fun to serve my first year as Vice President in this first-class 
association. Although a few things have changed since my last gig as 
an Executive Council officer in the ‘90s, one thing has not changed—
NAVHDA continues its growth as a leading, if not the leading, sport-
ing dog organization. Sometimes it is easy to forget that fact, but I’m 
reminded of it often when working with the Council.

An “official” assignment of my office is to serve as the Exec-
utive Council Advisor to the Youth Committee.  The essence of 
my job is to sit back, get out of the way, and watch a very active 
and productive committee do an excellent job of increasing an-
nual participation to about 420 youths. The Committee is led by 
Andy Doak (Chair) and Jason Carter (Secretary). Other members 
are: Shae Birkey, Brad Bischof, Karen Krautz, Tom Swezey, Julie 
Towers, and Ruth Weiss. Some details about the status of the pro-
grams and the Committee’s aspirations will be presented in next 
month’s VHD magazine.

While youth participation increases, the metrics reflecting 
NAVHDA’s core training and testing activities continue to impress, 
whether those metrics involve membership, testing, judges, chap-
ters, clinics, or dog registrations. Fundamentally, the overall good 
news about NAVHDA is that we are driven by the right goals, the 
right means to reach those goals, exceptional people, and decisions 
made by its leadership at both the local and international level.  

Enjoy… and have fun.

Vice President 

Bob Hauser 
Pembine, Wisconsin 

Treasurer 
Rick Holt 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania  

Secretary 
Steve Greger
Oxford, North Carolina  
I sincerely hope that everyone had a safe and productive hunting 
season. I know I did, and I’m already looking forward to spring 
turkey season!

I only have a few updates from the Secretary’s desk. First of all, 
I’d like to thank the Valley of the Sun Chapter for hosting the 2018 
Annual Meeting. As I write this, the meeting has not yet occurred, 
but I’m sure it will be a great event with plenty of opportunities to 
enjoy the weekend in Vegas.

The 2019 Annual Meeting was awarded to the St. Croix Chapter 
and will be held at the Hilton Minneapolis/Bloomington located in 
Bloomington, Minnesota. The meeting dates are January 24 - 27, 
2019. I’d like to thank the St. Croix Chapter for stepping up and 
volunteering to host the 2019 meeting. As a side note to the 2019 
meeting, we will be celebrating NAVHDA’s 50th Anniversary in 
2019. We’re very early in the planning process, so I don’t have any 
hints as to what to expect, but I’m sure the St. Croix Chapter will 
provide a memorable experience for all who attend.

It’s time for eastern region chapters to start thinking about hosting 
the 2020 Annual Meeting. If anyone is interested or has any questions 
about the requirements to host, the bidding process, or anything to do 
with the hosting the Annual Meeting, please contact me. My email 
and phone information is available on the NAVHDA website.

Thank you, and I hope to see you all at a future test, training day, 
or on a hunt.

Director of Testing 
Tim Clark 
Toms River, New Jersey 

Director of Judge Development 
Chip Bonde 
Mt. Airy, Maryland   

2017 was another one for the record books. Chapters did a re-
spectable job in finding test sites to run their tests. From the first 
of the year through the middle of November, NAVHDA chapters 
had run 364 tests—that is up 13 tests from 2016. At the time I 
write this, we still have seven to nine more chapter tests sched-
uled until the end of the year. I will have the final numbers for 
you at the Annual Meeting. In 2017, 2,788 dogs ran in these tests, 
which is up 206 dogs from last year. NAVHDA currently has 84 
chapters. Of the 84 chapters, 76 of them ran at least one test. 
The Heartland Chapter ran the most tests with 14 test days. The 
Minnesota Chapter came in second with 13 test days and The 
St. Croix came in third with 11 test days. The Buckeye Chapter, 
which hosted the Invitational, held 12 test days; 10 of these test 
days were the Invitational test itself. 

I would like to thank all the chapters for stepping up to the 
plate and accommodating our members by adding more test days 
so they could run their dogs. What our NAVHDA chapters did 
was they “accommodated not eliminated.” I would like to thank 
all the chapter test secretaries for a job well done. Test secretar-
ies need to make sure that they put in a test request through the 
website at least 90 days before the test date. We need this notice 
because NAVHDA must contact Purina so they can send the Pro 
Plan and hats to your contact person. NAVHDA also must con-
tact Garmin/Tri-Tronics so they can send the coupon to you.

Please have your test secretaries submit a judge request 60 
days prior to your chapter test date. This year, we occasionally 
had situations in which judges could not do their assignments be-
cause of personal reasons. Big thanks go out to those judges who 
stepped up to fill those vacancies at such short notice. They were 
much appreciated by all. Thanks to all the chapters that are com-
plying with the judges’ rotation rule. Every third test weekend 
needs a judge from out of region. Remember, sometimes you can 
fly a judge in cheaper than you could drive one in. Some chapters 
still need to get better at this. The test secretaries can go to the 
web page under Holding a NAVHDA Test then go under Chapter 
Judges History and bring up a list of the judges used by your 
chapter for the last three years. This is a great and easy tool to use 
when planning for your judges. This year, the central office came 
up with a new tool that can help chapters find unassigned judges. 
Go to Holding a NAVHDA Test, then you will see Unassigned 
Judges. Also remember you do not have to get a Senior Judge for 
your out-of-region judge—this way more of our regular judges 
will be able to travel out of their region. However, your chapter 
still has to have a Senior Judge on the judging team. 

I would like to thank the central office for their support all 
year long, getting the reports out, shipping material out, updat-
ing the website, etc.. etc. I hope to see and visit with you at the 
Annual Meeting! 

NAVHDA chapters held 364 sanctioned tests between 1/1/2016 
and 11/27/2017. There were 2,788 dogs tested: 1,993 NA, 64 UPT, 
637 UT and 94 Invitational dogs. At the time of writing this article, 
there is still one two-day test scheduled for December. I would 
personally like to thank each of the 147 active NAVHDA judges 
and 35 apprentice judges for their many volunteer hours of service 
to consistently and fairly evaluate the performance of the 2,788 
dogs tested in 2017. Their efforts translate into 1,092 judging days, 
not including travel days which can easily add another 800 days. 
The time commitment these dedicated men and women volunteer 
to judge for NAVHDA represents a significant amount of time 
away from their family and work. 

The Judging and Testing Committee is Co-Chaired by myself, 
Chip Bonde (Maryland) Director of Judge Development, Tim 
Clark (New Jersey) Director of Testing, and Tracey Nelson (Iowa) 
Director of the Invitational. Mark Whalen (Maryland) is the Man-
ager of the Apprentice Judge Program, assisted by Apprentice 
Coordinators Mike Melotik (Wisconsin), Tom Swezey (Colora-
do), Phil Swain (Oregon) and Peter Wade (Maine). Clyde Vetter 
(Wisconsin) is the Manager of the Acting Senior Judge Program 
assisted by Brian Thoman (Colorado). I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each one of them for the time they dedicate 
working on behalf of NAVHDA.

In 2017, NAVHDA held 13 Handler Clinics with 204 attend-
ees from across North America. These clinics introduce handlers 
to the ideals and standards of NAVHDA Testing. Attendance at a 
Handler Clinic is one of the requirements for a NAVHDA member 
to enter the Apprentice Judge Program.

The Executive Council of NAVHDA voted in 2015 to move 
the annual Judge’s Workshop to coincide with the hosting of the 
Annual Meeting. This year the Judge’s Workshop will be held 
on Sunday, January 21, 2018. The Valley of the Sun Chapter of 
NAVHDA is hosting the Annual Meeting and Judges Workshop 
January 18-21, 2018 at the South Point Hotel Casino. The Execu-
tive Council of NAVHDA moved the date of the Judges Workshop 
to help increase the overall participation at the Annual Meeting. 
Judges in attendance for the weekend may be chapter delegates. 
On Friday delegates are able to participate in open discussions on 
submitted chapter motions and then vote. The added presence of 
the judges will help the host chapter to meet minimum room, food 
and beverage guarantees required to insure free use of meeting 
rooms. Finally, the monetary savings accrued to NAVHDA Inter-
national for not having to host and pay expenses for a separate 
weekend summer Judges Workshop are substantial.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of our spon-
sors for their continued support of NAVHDA: Purina, Ugly Dog 
Hunting, Garmin/Tri-Tronics and our newest sponsor, Dakota 283. 
Please also remember to support our conservation partners, the 
Ruffed Grouse Society and Pheasants and Quail Forever. 

NAVHDA is a volunteer organization. The individual members, 
the local chapters and the Executive Council all volunteer count-
less hours to help NAVHDA achieve its goals. Thank you.

I hope to see many of you at the Annual Meeting in Las Vegas.

First a report on the 2017 budget. Each year in January, with help 
from Maria Bondi, (and I must admit I regularly consult with Joe D. 
behind the scenes) I prepare a preliminary annual budget (projected 
income/expense) to be reviewed, altered if necessary, and ratified by 
the Executive Council at the Annual Meeting. This budget is our fi-
nancial blue print for the year. As of this writing (November 2017) we 
are on target to achieve another banner fiscal year profit for 2017. In 
addition to the profit for this year, NAVHDA has available retained 
earnings in short term interest bearing accounts, which would cover 
all normal expenses for a six month period should the need arise. 

Attaining our budgetary goal doesn’t just happen. It is the result 
of dedicated, productive efforts by our Central Office staff, prudent 
management by our Officers and Directors and by countless hours of 
donated time by many, many members whose passion is NAVHDA.

Our Life Membership Account’s (The Johnnie Shulkey Fund) 
current value is just over $412,000.00. This number represents life 
membership dollars along with the investment earnings that have 
accumulated on the life membership dues over the past twenty plus 
years. Our Life Membership investment portfolio includes a mix of 
FDIC certificates of deposit, bond mutual funds, stock mutual funds 
and zero coupon bonds. 

The Youth Development Fund has grown to over $224,000.00. 
This fund has been invested in a mix of 5-year government agency 
bonds, 10-year government agency bonds and S&P 500 index, mutual 
funds. It should be noted that several youth programs have been initi-
ated and funded this year with the income earned by this fund. During 
2017, over $10,000.00 of additional contributions have been made to 
the Youth Development Fund. NAVHDA members contributed over 
$3,500.00 as an additional contribution to the program when they 
paid their annual membership. 

Additional contributions to NAVHDA from NAVHDA members 
and friends of NAVHDA totaled over $10,000.00 during 2017. 
Thank you all.

This was the first year without our friend and dedicated EC mem-
ber Jim Applegate at the central office. Dave Dulak stepped up as 
a consultant to oversee the IT needs of the office and has done a 
superb job. Just some of the accomplishments this year include 
strengthened Policies & Procedures, migrating QuickBooks to a 
hosted service, Registry Clean-up activities, migrating workstations 
from Windows 7 to laptops on Windows 10, Windows 10 compli-
ance for other software and upgrading to Office 2016. Also, Dave 
implemented a new Kiosk at the Bird Dog Museum.

Last but not least, I am pleased to report that it appears that sup-
port by our current sponsors looks excellent for the upcoming year. 
We truly appreciate the generous support of our Exclusive Spon-
sors:  Purina, Garmin/Tri-Tronics, Ugly Dog Hunting, our National 
Sponsor, Dakota 283 and our Conservation Partners:  The Ruffed 
Grouse Society and Pheasant Forever/Quail Forever. These folks 
have been very generous to NAVHDA, and I would recommend that 
all NAVHDA members patronize and support these organizations. 

Finally, it has been a pleasure to serve NAVHDA in my first year 
as treasurer. I have been blessed to work with excellent EC members 
and equally excellent and dedicated NAVHDA members. In closing, 
a special thanks to Maria, Marion and Cheryl of the Central Office. 
Their help was invaluable.

Annual Reports
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Director of Promotions 

Jason Wade 
Freedom, Maine  

Registrar 
Steve Brodeur 
Acton Vale, Quebec  

Director of Publications 

Tim Otto
Flemington, New Jersey  

Invitational Director 
Tracey Nelson 
Mineola, Iowa  
Another great event this year! I sadly missed it, with a new home 
almost completed at the time, I just could not get away. It’s the first 
Invitational I have missed since 1998, and it was a sad week. Each 
morning at start time, I thought about each of the handlers on the 
line with the anthems playing. How it feels to be there—excited, 
nervous, and eager to get going. I missed walking down that line 
as a judge and wishing everyone well. I was getting lots of mes-
sages and calls throughout the day, and Marilyn and Clyde gave 
me a full run-down on the phone each afternoon after all the work 
was done. I felt bad to pass on a lot of work that is my responsibil-
ity, but I had no doubt the team on the ground would be fine, and 
do great without me around. And they did.

Deb Stott did a phenomenal job with her first go-around as Test 
Secretary—as usual, she steps up to the plate and delivers when-
ever I ask her for anything. 

Angie Coenen took over the travel portion and, again, did a 
great job. Organizing travel for all the judges is quite a feat! On 
top of that, she had a dog running and had to be the support system 
for Paul!

Gary Engebretson, Volunteer Coordinator, a year-long job for 
sure, and this year he also took on the chore of training someone 
new for his job.

Brian Johnson for making the trip out to marshal the test for us, 
and Marilyn Vetter for not only stepping up on the grounds for me, 
but for being my sounding board on all matters.

I can’t thank the local chapter enough. I had no worries that all 
would be ready to go. The Buckeye Chapter, as a whole, are old 
pros at this. My contacts, Herb and Jeff. I know they get sick of 
hearing from me sometimes; at least it was easier this go around 
without the state getting involved!

Numbers: 94 dogs ran this year 42 passes, 52 no passes (in 2016 
we ran 92 with 38 passes and 54 no passes).

This is the first year that the Double Mark had more non-passes 
than the other events—historically it has been backing or the blind.

I don’t have the financial numbers in hand right now, but I will 
have that full report in Vegas. See ya there!

2017 has proven itself another excellent year for NAVHDA. We 
continue to boast 84 total sanctioned chapters in the US and Cana-
da. These chapters continue to be the root of what we do to support 
our mission. 

 Membership for 2017 continued on setting records for total 
membership in each month of the year. Total membership at the 
time of this report is 6222, up from 5870 in November of 2016. 
We increased overall membership by 5.8% in 2017 with steady in-
crease throughout the year. The continued popularity of NAVHDA 
is directly related to the hard work and welcoming environment 
that these chapters and members demonstrate on a regular basis. 
Please accept my utmost gratitude for making NAVHDA what it 
is every day. 

Promotions continues to support the organization in growth and 
outreach through multiple facets: the web, the VHD, and articles 
in many publications continue to expose NAVHDA to populations 
that are potential members. 

Our website www.navhda.org continues to provide information 
and draw in members. With ongoing enhancement by a dedicated 
group of volunteers, you are able access any information you may 
need about NAVHDA. NAVHDA’s Facebook page is an excellent 
interactive resource that has steadily grown in contacts, and activ-
ity continues steady growth. NAVHDA’s online resources are also 
designed to support the local chapter websites and Facebook pag-
es—connecting members to activity across the US and Canada. A 
majority of local chapters maintain websites that offer pages that 
are a constant opportunity for membership to access relevant local 
information. The continued connectivity to potential NAVHDA 
members is crucial in our growth. 

One of the most important portions of NAVHDA promotions 
is to continue to create and maintain relationships with existing 
sponsors as well as potential sponsors. We are happy to say that 
we continue to get support from our Exclusive Partners in Puri-
na, Garmin/Tri-Tronics, and Ugly Dog Hunting. These sponsors 
have all been with us for “the long haul” and continue to be an 
absolute necessity in keeping NAVHDA at the top of the hunting 
dog world. We also have come to an agreement with Dakota 283 
for another year of sponsorship. We are happy to have them all on 
board. I would like to ask that all NAVHDA members consider 
supporting them by purchasing their products whenever possible. 
They all provide fantastic products and deserve our support. We 
also would like to extend our appreciation to our Conservation 
Partners: Ruffed Grouse Society and Pheasants and Quail Forever. 
Your work in maintaining and protecting the beautiful areas that 
we hunt is appreciated. Thank you again sponsors and partners for 
your continued support. We look forward to ongoing relationships 
with each of you. 

This was my first year as Director of Publications, taking over 
the helm when Rick Holt was elected Treasurer last year. As you 
know, the Director of Publications is responsible for overseeing 
the NAVHDA Facebook page, the website, and our flagship maga-
zine Versatile Hunting Dog (the VHD). The very first thing I need 
to do here is thank all of the people who do the bulk of the actual 
work in producing these publications. The backbone of the VHD 
is our Publisher Mary Burpee – without her talents, insight, artistic 
sensibility, and hard work, there would be no magazine. Working 
with Mary are Copy Editors Erin Kossan, Rachael McAden, and 
Sandra Downey, who turn our sometimes grammatically-chal-
lenged submissions into a readable format. 

This year in the VHD we published 51 feature articles from 39 
different authors! While the list is too long to include everyone, I do 
want to especially thank Contributing Editors Nancy Anisfield, Phil 
Swain, Patti Carter, Craig Koshyk, and Mark Whalen for their many 
contributions this year. In addition to the feature articles, we also 
continued with our regular Departments. “Ask Doctor Boyer” has 
been a long-running series in the VHD written each month by Dr. 
Lisa Boyer, DVM, who does an absolutely fantastic job of describ-
ing pretty complicated veterinary issues in language that makes it 
accessible to the rest of us. “Full Circle Fare” is handled by our Food 
Editor and talented chef Dennis Normile and has generated a lot of 
interest; thanks to everyone who submitted recipes this year. “On 
the Right Track” has also flourished this year, with several fantastic 
articles covering topics including the series of articles on Teaching 
Backing (Kyle Hough), the Blind Retrieve (Curt Fry), Duck Search 
(Tom Swezey), and Flagging on Point (Mark Whalen). We also 
recently started publishing a new series “Spotlight Dogs,” and an 
occasional series titled “Women’s Wisdom,” focusing on issues rel-
evant specifically to our female members and edited by Wight Gre-
ger. The VHD has five “regular issues” with pre-determined content: 
January (the Annual Report Issue), April (Annual Meeting Issue), 
May (the tremendously popular Puppy Issue), August (Youth Issue), 
and December (Invitational Issue). 

This year each issue averaged 31 pages, the average month-
ly cost of printing was $3725 and the average monthly cost of 

shipping/postage was $2905. The annual total cost including both 
printing and shipping was $79,560. While the VHD is the largest 
single expenditure in the NAVHDA budget, the results of a read-
er survey in 2016 (approximately 1240 respondents) suggest that 
almost 60% of our members read each issue cover-to-cover, only 
10% read on a digital device, and over 75% prefer the hard copy 
of the actual magazine.

You probably just finished looking at the December Invitation-
al Issue. What a fantastic tribute to the volunteers, handlers, and 
dogs that participated this year. Thankfully those moments were 
captured beautifully by our Invitational Photographers Perry Ma-
sotti, Denise Heath, Moishe Ragieme, Dane Smith, Dawn Quinn, 
and Rick Holt, who traveled at their own expense and volunteered 
their time to take pictures. Importantly, they all contribute photos 
to the magazine all year, and the VHD wouldn’t be what it is with-
out them.

Regarding the website, our long-time Webmaster Dave Nord-
quist stepped down this year to do more hunting (what a concept!). 
Our new Webmaster is Marion Hoyer from the Central Office – 
she’s been doing an absolutely incredible job keeping up with and 
implementing changes in content and formatting. Marion and I, 
along with several others, have been discussing making some sig-
nificant changes to the website this year – if you have any concrete 
ideas on how to make the website better please let us know! 

Our main Facebook page “NAVHDA International” is mod-
erated primarily by Marion Hoyer and Tracey Nelson, and the 
“NAVHDA Hunters in the Making” page is moderated primarily 
by Clyde Vetter and Brad Bischoff. Both are valuable assets to our 
membership and provide information, pics and videos, and links 
to relevant websites. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, please remember that the 
VHD is YOUR magazine – so keep those submissions coming, 
and if you have an idea for an article or a question for On the Right 
Track or Ask Doctor Boyer, please send them along! Guidelines 
for submitting articles can be found on Page 1 of the magazine or 
at www.navhda.org/resources/vhd-magazine.

It was my third year as the Registrar, and I can say all went well. 
The registrations are still increasing. We were at 3989 dogs regis-
tered for 2017 on December 15, which is a record! Regarding the 
Breeders Awards, we had 105 Natural Ability, two Utility and two 
Invitational litters—so 2017 was a great year. I want to acknowl-
edge everyone who works in the office because they are all part of 
this success. Once again, I’m repeating myself, but take the time 
to visit our website, you will be able to find a lot of information 
on many items you might be looking for. If you have questions, or 
need information regarding the NAVHDA Registry and registra-
tions, feel free to contact me.
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By Nancy Anisfield
Hinesburg, Vermont

D
rafting this in my head, I’m laying in bed 
with a 75 lb. German shorthair pretzeled 
around my ankles. A snoring wirehair is on 

my left on his back, legs splayed out towards the 
ceiling. The petite little wirehair has, as always, 
turned into a granite Newfoundland in the middle 
of the bed. My husband is probably in here some-
where, but who knows. 

Thirty-five years ago, I should have figured out 
that my life was going to the dogs, even in our 
pre-NAVHDA days. I should have had a hunch 
with the first shorthair. His evening training ses-
sions involved several quasi trainers, fishing poles 
with quail dangling from their lines, and a bottle 
of scotch. A big bottle. The closest that dog, Mr. 
Breeze, came to hunting was pointing squirrels out 
the back door. Somewhere I have a photo of him 
frozen on point, gazing across the deck with an 
empty cardboard paper towel tube stuck on his tail 
for laughs. 

A couple of Labs and a Chessy later, GSP Harley 
registered another training landmark when he ran 
away with his first planted training quail. I chased 
him. I yelled at him. I ran back to the house for the 
Milkbone box which I rattled as loudly as possi-
ble. Harley maintained a 20-yard distance from me. 
After a half hour, I gave up and sat sweating on 
the grass, watching him eat the quail from beak to 
toenail. Then I charged our first e-collar. 

Bird dog training inevitably entails enough crazy 
moments to keep both animal and human behavior-
ists scratching their heads. Some are situations of 
domestic foolishness, like having to grab a training 
chukar out of an unlit fireplace after it fell off the 
roof down the chimney. Or stuffing four dogs in the 
back of an SUV in the garage, hatch open, to teach 
blind manners as we try to pass shoot crows fly-
ing over the  house. Or trying not to crack up when 
non-bird-dog-people houseguests open the fridge 
and screech in horror when they see a stack of zip-
locked dead chukars nestled between the leftover 
mac ‘n cheese and a jar of pickles. 

Most situations are related to field and water work. For example, good duck 
search water is hard to find where we live in northern Vermont. The ponds 
and rivers are either devoid of vegetation or choked too full with leg-tanglers 
below the surface. So when my GSP needed to practice a duck search for his 
Utility Test, we drove two and half hours to New York, ran a ten minute duck 
search, and drove home. That’s five hours on the road (and gallons out of the 
gas tank) to watch a big goofy dog swim circles around a pond sniffing for a 
very annoyed mallard who just had his flight feathers pulled.

Mike Adrian’s acquisition of training birds is another example of the extent 
to which we go to train...that is, if you’re partial to loitering around highways 
in the middle of the night soaked to your skivvies.

“I don’t have a good source for chukars. It was a tough time finding birds 
this year. Trapping pigeons was slow and not very productive. But I found 
a better way! Net them off the roost at night. Not only can you get a bunch, 
but it’s quite entertaining,” Mike said. “They nest under the highway bridg-
es, so you are waist-deep in the river, in the dark, with a net on a very long 
pole in one hand, and a flashlight in the other (having a friend helps). Good 
for a bunch of laughs and very productive – we got 13 last night in about 45 
minutes. I don’t know how many we missed.”

moments o
f 

dedicated 
indiscretion
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I once saw a handler dangle a dead chukar under his 
chin and trundle past his dog, crouched over so his 
head was level with his dog’s saying, “My bird, my 
bird” while teaching the astonished animal to honor 
another’s retrieve. 

No kayak to put ducks out for searches? Patti swims 
the ducks out into Merrymeeting Bay. Retrieve 
not happening? Matt Lorello grabbed his dog and 
marched into the bay – no waders or swim trunks, 
just brush pants and boots. No birds to train track-
ing? Try hot dogs. Or slabs of liverwurst, a turkey 
carcass, pheasant poop smeared on a bumper, or 
the misguided tweety bird that flew into the dining 
room window then croaked under the azaleas. 

Blaine and Patti Carter had a similar adventure netting pigeons 
under an overpass years ago. Their story didn’t have the wet 
skivvy factor, but did involve a ladder, a roof rack, curious 
cops, and a large spotlight.

“Picture a Ford Pinto station wagon with plywood on the 
racks, a stepladder on the plywood, the husband on the steplad-
der, a smelt net in the husband’s hands...and the wife driving,” 
Patti described. “The cops that showed up combed through 
their regulations but could find nothing illegal. So they turned 
on their spotlight and helped us catch a pile of young pigeons.” 
(I love a happy ending.)

Then there are the strange methods some of us use to make the 
training experience as authentic as possible. I was worried that 
my puppy would have to run Natural Ability in a dirty field. 
Without extra birds or people to make her training run like test 
day, my only choice was to prep the field myself. I grabbed a 
live chukar and took it on a tour of the back forty, swiping the 
poor bird across clumps of grass and scent-holding mud patch-
es. Bending and swinging and rubbing, the more I swiped, the 
balder the bird. Time to prep the field: 35 minutes. Duration of 
practice run: 17 minutes. (Afterwards, apologizing for the en-
tire episode, I set the chukar free figuring it’d had given enough 
to the cause.)

We NAVHDA people do some pretty strange things in the pro-
cess of training and testing our magnificent bird dogs. Come 
to think of it, our dogs make a few sacrifices for the cause, too. 

At a clinic last year, Rich Gay gave his GSP Mica a stern 
command to stay and wait for release because Mica had been 
creeping in anticipation of the retrieve. Like many dogs, Mi-
ca’s compliance included sitting down. The poor guy parked 
his short-tailed butt smack dab in the middle of a thorn bush, 
family jewels and all. Stoic, Mica never stood until released. 
No doubt he’s still plotting revenge. 

At the Invitational, my Scratch backed patiently while his bra-
cemate’s handler shuffled and stomped around looking for an 
allegedly pointed bird. The minutes dragged on. With a quick 
glance towards me, eyebrow raised of course, Scratch lowered 
down, took a respectable large dog’s poop, then rose back into 
his honoring position. We did not get extra points for that, 
however.

One more: Have you ever discovered your spouse stuffing 
your 62 lb. shorthair out the small crank-open second floor 
window in his office, so the dog could retrieve a bumper that 
had been launched too high and landed on the roof? I did. 
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As the hunting season winds
down and winter sets in, it’s
important to stay vigilant about
keeping your dog safe in chilly
conditions. Cold weather can
affect a dog's immune system,
making him or her prone to
disease and injury. By following
these tips, you can help reduce
disease and the risks of hypo -
thermia, a dangerous drop in
body temperature, and frostbite,
the freezing of tissues caused by
exposure to very low temperatures. 

KNOW YOUR DOG’S LIMIT
Pay attention to your dog’s tolerance of cold

weather. Keep a close eye on puppies and senior
dogs, as they cannot withstand wintry weather as
well as a dog in his or her prime. A good rule of thumb
for limiting outdoor exercise during winter is that if
it’s too cold for you, it’s too cold for your dog. 

WEAR WEATHER-APPROPRIATE GEAR
When subzero temperatures prevail, you should

also consider wind chill and precipitation. Getting
wet in frigid weather can be particularly dangerous
for a dog, as a damp coat drains body heat. When it
comes to keeping a dog warmer and drier, any added
protection is better than none. Dog vests and boots
can help shield a dog from the elements during a hunt
or training session. 

IGNORE THE TELLING SIGNS OF
FROSTBITE & HYPOTHERMIA

Sometimes a dog may accidentally be exposed to a
long period of extreme cold and could suffer frostbite,
which occurs most frequently on the ears, tail, scrotum
and feet. The signs of frostbite include flushed and
reddened tissues, white or grayish tissues, evidence
of shock, and scaliness of skin.

If your dog is suffering from frostbite, prompt vet-
erinary treatment is needed. If this is not possible, the
affected area should be warmed rapidly by immersing
in warm water or by using warm moist towels that
are changed frequently. Frozen tissues should never
be rubbed or massaged. As soon as the affected
tissues become flushed, discontinue warming. Gently
dry the affected tissues and lightly wrap with a clean,
dry nonadhering bandage. Protect your dog from

further exposure to cold, as frostbitten tissues are
more susceptible to repeated freezing.

Similarly, do not overlook common signs indicating
hypothermia, such as shivering, paleness, listlessness,
and frostbite. A dog suffering from hypothermia should
be brought inside and stabilized before being trans-
ported to the veterinarian. Dry off your dog if he or she
is wet, then wrap the dog in a warm blanket or towel. 

BEWARE OF ANTIFREEZE
Dogs are attracted to the sweet taste of ethylene

glycol in antifreeze, but it is toxic. Be cautious, as a
dog could lick a spill or radiator leak on garage floors,
driveways and streets. Signs of antifreeze poisoning
usually occur within an hour of a dog licking anti -
freeze and include incoordination, vomiting, diarrhea,
excessive urination, seizures, and elevated heart rate.
If you suspect your dog has licked antifreeze, prompt
veterinary treatment is essential.

CHECK YOUR DOG FROM HEAD TO TAIL
Check your dog’s footpads regularly after out-

door exercise. Constant exposure to moisture caused
by rain, snow, ice, or mud can irritate a dog’s footpads,
causing skin damage, cuts and infection from bacteria
or fungi. If a dog has cracked or bleeding paws, con-
sult your veterinarian. 

After a heavy day of work involving a lot of tail
action, you may also notice your dog’s tail hanging
limply, as though it may be broken. Limber tail can
often occur when a dog uses his or her tail excessively,
such as after a day of hunting or training, especially
when the dog has worked for a long period of time
in cold, wet conditions. Rest is the best management,
though nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs)
also are commonly used to help manage the condition. 

FORGET TO WINTERIZE YOUR
DOG’S KENNEL

After a chilly day afield, like you, your dog is ready
to return to a warm home. If your dog sleeps in an
outdoor doghouse or kennel, preferably one that is
insulated and heated, it should be off the ground
with the door positioned away from direct wind and
have thick, dry bedding. Inside shelter, however, is
vital when the temperature plummets. 

The bottom line is to use common sense in caring
for your dog in winter. Although you can't change
the weather, you can be sure your dog is healthy
and comfortable.  ■

THE DO’S AND DON’TS OF 
HELPING YOUR DOG COMBAT THE COLD

DON’T

DO

DO

DO

DON’T

DO

The Mailbox

This year marked the second consecutive year that I was able to 

mentor students of Dartmouth College. My fiancé Ashley and I were 

afforded the opportunity to bring our Pudelpointer Otto and our 

Small Munsterlander to the pristine 27,000 gated acres of the Second 

Dartmouth College Grant by Glenn Booma, a Dartmouth alum who 

spear-heads the trip.  

 

Along with us were NAVHDA members Andy and Amanda Doak with 

their three dogs (German shorthair, Pudelpointer, and English Setter), 

Ray Hippelli with his two GSP’s and Brooks Elder with his pointing Lab. 

 

The two days in the New Hampshire woods were relaxing and bene-

ficial to both students and guides. All of the handlers echoed to each 

other how great it felt to introduce not only hunting to these bright 

young men and women, but also getting to show them the magic of a 

well-trained hunting dog.  

 

Many grouse and woodcock were taken, but as we pulled out of the 

grant, we left with a sense of accomplishment that far surpassed the 

count of taken birds. 

All I can do now is hope that I get the invitation next year!

Chris Alberini,

Ashland, Massachusetts 
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By Lisa Boyer, DVM
Loomis, California

Ask
Dr. Boyer

Dr. Lisa Boyer is an emergency medicine veterinar-

ian who practices both Western and integrative 

medicine in California. She breeds, trains, hunts and 

shows Wirehaired Pointing Griffons in northern Cal-

ifornia Please contact her at getagriffon@gmail.com. 

She welcomes suggestions for future articles.

Hypothyroidism
The Ins and Outs of 

Diagnosis and Treatment
When I was a young veterinarian, my husband and I be-
came friends with a hunter who owned two yellow Labra-
dor retrievers. While on a hunting trip, I received an urgent 
call from my husband and his friend telling me that one of 
the Labradors had collapsed. The dog hadn’t been particu-
larly overworked, and he had been a strong hunter through-
out the season. Unfortunately, the dog passed away several 
days later despite treatment. Surprisingly, the cause of this 
dog’s death was determined to be complications related to 
undiagnosed hypothyroidism. I share this story not to wor-
ry you, but to explain that in some cases, Canine Hypothy-
roidism is an under-diagnosed issue that may affect your 
hunting partner.

What is Hypothyroidism? 
Simply put, Canine Hypothyroidism is a condition where the 
dog has an insufficient amount of active thyroid hormone. It 
is a very common condition in people and is the most com-
mon hormone imbalance in dogs. Although it would seem 
that supplementing thyroid hormone would alleviate the is-
sue, sometimes diagnosing and treating hypothyroidism is 
complicated. Often, dogs are over-diagnosed and over-treat-
ed for this condition.

There are several causes of hypothyroidism in the dog:
• Congenital Hypothyroidism - although this condition may 

be present in early puppyhood, it is rarely a diagnosed 
cause in dogs. 

• Lymphocytic Thyroiditis - Immune-mediated destruction 
of the thyroid gland.

• Idiopathic - degeneration of the thyroid gland from a 
non-inflammatory process.

• Neoplasia (cancer) - Very few cases of hypothyroidism are 
due to this cause.

• Dietary deficiency of Iodine - Very few cases are caused 
by diet, unless feeding an unbalanced diet.

Genetics are believed to play a role in the development of the 
immune-mediated form of hypothyroidism, accountable for 
50% of canine hypothyroid cases.

What Does Hypothyroidism Look Like 
and What Dogs are Affected?
The average age of onset of hypothyroidism is between 4 and 10 
years. Most dogs that are affected are considered medium to large 
breeds. There are certain breeds that have a definite predisposi-
tion. They include the Doberman pinscher, the Golden retriever, 
the Irish Setter, the Great Dane, the Dachshund, and the Boxer. In 
testing for lymphocytic thyroiditis however, many of our hunting 
breeds have an increased prevalence of testing positive; Pointers, 
English Setters, English Pointers, German Wirehaired Pointers, 
Beagles, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Golden Retrievers, Chesapeake 
Bay Retrievers and Brittany Spaniels are all breeds that show a 
propensity for the immune-mediated cause of hypothyroidism. 

Dogs with hypothyroidism typically show one or more of the fol-
lowing signs:
• Most (>80%) have some kind of skin issue (hair loss around the 

tail or collar or at areas of friction, skin infections, oily coat with 
a foul odor, brittle or dry coat (outer hairs break off leaving a 
soft undercoat) or chronic ear infections. 

• 50% of the dogs are overweight.
• 50% of the dogs are described as lethargic or low-energy.
• One-third of all dogs have anemia (low red blood cell volume).
• Sudden onset of seizures
• Thickening of the tissues, especially around the face and head 

(tragic face)

Hypothyroidism affects almost all body systems. An examination 
by your veterinarian may show a higher than normal blood cho-
lesterol, an abnormal rate, rhythm or heart murmur, fatty deposits 
within the structures of the eye, infertility, stillborn pups, smaller 
puppy birth weights and inappropriate lactation in a breeding ani-
mal, difficulty swallowing and behavioral aggression.

How Do I Know if My Dog Has Hypothyroidism?
Thyroid disease is not always a straightforward diagnosis as some 
other diseases produce similar clinical signs. Sometimes, dogs may 
have more than one issue making the diagnosis very challenging.

A screening test for hypothyroidism can be done inexpensively 
by your veterinarian. The test is called a T4 test (a measure of the 
total thyroid hormone in the body). If the result is abnormally low, 
further testing is required to determine if your dog is truly hypo-

thyroid. The T4 value may be falsely decreased by medications and 
concurrent illness. Some breeds (sight hounds) have typically low 
T4 levels and this is not an indication of hypothyroidism.

If your dog has low T4 and clinical signs of the disease, addition-
al testing should be conducted by your veterinarian. A “free-T4” 
(not referring to the cost of the test) and TSH (thyroid stimulating 
hormone) test should be conducted. In addition, an Anti-thyro-
globulin antibody (TgAA) test should be done to determine if the 
cause of the disease is immune-mediated. In all cases, a check for 
high cholesterol and anemia should be part of a thorough workup.

Most veterinarians will use their regular lab services to screen 
for hypothyroidism. If there is any doubt to the diagnosis, not all 
labs and test methods are equal. You can request that your veteri-
narian send the laboratory samples to Michigan State University, 
perhaps the best laboratory in the country for screening for thyroid 
disease. Their tests are not much more expensive, but the results 
are superior, especially in complicated cases.

How is Hypothyroidism Treated?
Typically, thyroid hormone supplementation is given to correct the 
thyroid hormone level. This medication is easily administered and 
inexpensive. Monitoring of the thyroid levels will be required on a 
regular basis to ensure that the dosage is appropriate. In addition, 
any infections or other illnesses will need to be treated.

Although there are no proven holistic remedies for hypothy-
roidism, there are dietary supplements that may help a dog with 
hypothyroid disease. Consulting with a veterinarian who is skilled 
in alternative medicine may improve the quality of treatment. Just 
as there are effective products on the market, there are many so-
called “miracle cures.” If considering the use of an alternative 
product, it is a good idea to consult with your veterinarian to make 
sure it won’t interfere with treatment.

If your dog has a low T4 level but is otherwise not showing any 
symptoms of hypothyroidism, there is no need for treatment. Reg-
ular monitoring in this case is still recommended. 

The good news about hypothyroidism is that if caught early and 
treated appropriately, this disease is manageable and your hunting 
partner will remain eager and able to hunt. Owner awareness of 
this disease is important and will aid your veterinarian in properly 
advising you about the need for testing or treatment.
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Grouse or 
Woodcock

Camp Nuggets

Help fellow NAVHDA members eat what we hunt by 
sending in your recipes! Email your recipe and photo to the 

NAVHDA Office at navoffice@navhda.org with 
“Full Circle Fare” in the subject line. 

FULL 
CIRCLE 

FARE By Jason Carter
Topsham, Maine

Spotlight Dog

Is there a dog that you feel has had a significant influence on the advancement of its breed in North 
America? We are looking for submissions to include as a possible Spotlight Dog in this new, month-
ly feature. Please send a few short paragraphs, list of accomplishments of the dog and progeny, and 
high quality photo(s) to navoffice@navhda.org with Spotlight Dog in the subject line. 

Josh Has Produced:
• 6 NAVHDA Versatile Champions

• 19 Utility dogs, 13 Prize Is

• 55 NA dogs, 35 of which were Prize Is

• 20 AKC Master Hunters

• 15 AKC Senior Hunters

• 38 AKC Breed Champions

• 2 Dual Champions

• 2  AFC Champions

Bred and owned by Judy Zeigler

VC/Ch Crystal’s Up Close ‘N Personal CD, RD, MH, ROMXX
German Shorthaired Pointer

When the Carter family starts a family evening “uptah camp” 

we like to sit first and share our adventures for the day while 

indulging ourselves on a stack of our coveted grouse and 

woodcock nuggets.  We certainly log quite a few miles scram-

bling through some of the densest coverts in the country, in 

hopes of being lucky enough to ground a few of those flying 

nuggmaryets. Normally, I am the one that makes that fatal 

mistake of pulling out my birds first, and, like clockwork, the 

entire family take for the day miraculously appears before me. 

At camp, someone is usually making drinks and pulling the 

ingredients together for the camp nuggets. We all are pret-

ty serious about our hunting, which means we all come back 

pretty worn out. An easy meal is where it’s at for us at that 

point, and here is a recipe that takes no time, and is a favorite 

in the great white north. Nuggets are great on salads, pasta or 

simply as an appetizer. Enjoy!!!

Ingredients
• Grouse or woodcock breast cut into bite size chunks

• Whole Eggs (or egg whites)

• Pancake Batter Mix (dry)

• Peanut oil (is high temp) Vegetable oil if needed (lower temp)

Procedure
Frying pan needs to be deep enough to allow the nuggets to float using 

oil with a high smoke temperature with around 4 inches of free space 

above to reduce splattering oil. Peanut oil being the best.   Too much oil 

is better than not enough. Heat the oil to around 400 degrees. If it’s not 

hot enough you’ll get soggy nuggets. You’ll need a metal slotted spoon 

or wire basket.

Cut the meat into bite size chunks. I prefer larger chunks for grouse and 

smaller for woodcock to mask the livery taste of the woodcock.

Whisk eggs and stir in meat, either in a zip top bag or bowl and mix. 

Some prefer egg whites or mayonnaise. 

Place egg coated meat chunks, one at a time, into a zip top bag with 

the dry pancake batter mix and shake it up.  Pancake batter gives it that 

salt and sweet appeal while adding some leavening agent to the batter. 

Cook until the nuggets float and are well browned.

Place on paper towels to absorb the oil and quickly season with garlic 

salt before the nuggets cool so the seasoning sticks.

Duck sauce is the preferred dipping sauce at camp, although ranch and 

BBQ work as well.

Josh passed the NAVHDA Invitational in 2010 at 9.5 years 

old, and was inducted into the GSPCA Hall Of Fame in 

June, 2017. Josh was our #1 waterfowl go-to guy, bringing 

in many ducks and geese over the years along with wild 

Grouse and Woodcock. Most of all, Josh was a sweet, loving 

boy who won over everyone who met him. 
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Kennel Name Applications 

These applications for registration of kennel names have been 
received by the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written 
and submitted to Steve Brodeur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520, 
Arlington Hts, IL 60006, on or before February 1, 2018. To obtain 
registration forms, write the Registrar at the above address or go to 
www.navhda.org. 

Kennel Name Breed Owners

And some other important stuff 
you really should think about reading... 

Got something to sell? Why not advertise with us! We have online 
classifieds available through the NAVHDA store and also magazine 
classifieds and regular ad sizes.  For more information, go to our web-
site (www.navhda.org) under “Advertise with Us” for full details.

Be sure to send in your litter or dog’s registration early. If a dog is 
not registered, it will not be allowed to run in any NAVHDA tests.

The International office is having problems reading many of the 
application requests for both registry and membership. Please type 
the application or write clearly, as this is very time consuming. 
Also, when attaching documents to the International office email for 
registrations, please attach a pdf file. Look at what you are attach-
ing before sending, because the office is having problems getting 
blank applications, and the attachments are not readable. The files 
need to be 8”x11,” and not dark. 

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training tips 
and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum.  Please send 
them to navoffice@navhda.org.

THE FORUM  
CLASSIFIEDS  

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through the 
NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in the “Pre-Pay 
VHD Ads” section. All classified ads are limited to 35 
words and price is $35.00 for all categories. Submission 
deadline for classifieds is the first of the month before the 
month of issue. For example: deadline for March issue is 
February 1st.  

Photo of th
e Month

German Shorthaired Pointer Puppies. Expected whelping mid-January, 
2018. Ready for new home March, 2018. Sire: Sharp Shooters Show Me 
The Money, International Champion and UT I. Dam: Grouse Points Brooke, 
NA I. Both Sire and Dam come from an extensive line of NAVHDA testing. 
Puppies will be great hunting and family dogs. Now accepting deposits. 
Located in Northern Wisconsin. Contact Tom Kronberger: 715-518-3025 or 
e-mail: tkronberger1@gmail.com.

Deutsch Dually’s Baby Grace, GWP, after puttin
g up 

a lim
it of pheasants on a frosty Kansas morning. 

She tracked, pointed and retrie
ved all fo

ur birds! 

Submitted by James De Jaynes, Edgewood, New Mexico

PPDUCORBEAU PP DONATE THIBAULT

LITTLE EGYPT PP CHARLES E. LAURENTI

If you are expecting a new 
puppy, please be sure to take 
lots of photos and send them 
to us for the May Puppy Issue!
(You’ll make our editor/publisher very happy—

she LOVES puppies!!!)
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NAVHDA Test Results

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/11/2017 2017-0365 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
LILLIE CHASSEUR D’ASPEN RIDGE BB 15.33 105 I JAMES GALLIK
MOUNTAINS FURY BROAD STRIPES AND BRIGHT STARS GS 6.10 101 II RUSSELL G TADDEI JR
SILVERSMITH SOUTHERN STAR LADY NOVA WM 11.83 77 None JAYNE A PATTERSON

USED BIRD AT WATER & COAT JUDGED DRY  
STONYCREEK’S AGAINST THE WIND GS 12.63 112 I ROY L FRITZ
STONYCREEK’S ALL MY LOVE GS 12.63 112 I ROY L FRITZ
TIMBER TRAIL’S IVY SM 13.37 106 II JAY FARRELL

Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
QUANTUS VON BURKHART GS 4.58 198 I ALAN P BURKHART
STONEHENGE CALIFORNIA DREAMIN OF JAKALOR GR 2.61 186 III STEPHANIE R MARTIN

JUDGES:  TODD ROCKHOLD, RON A BOEHME, JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/12/2017 2017-0366 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BUSY B’S U R MY SUNSHINE SP 13.33 96 III ROBERT S NELSON

USED BIRD AT WATER  
TOPAZ’S PLANETARY MOTION VI 10.33 82 None BETTY JEANNE FRANCE

USED BIRD AT WATER & JUDGED COAT DRY-- BITE: OVERSHOT  

Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
DUVALIN STONEHENGE GEORGI GIRL GR 2.76 201 I JERRI A STANLEY
KRYSTAL CREEK’S MOJO GS 8.11 201 I STEVEN A HARMEYER
STONYRIDGE OTIS GR 3.71 176 III ANTHONY DRAKE
WHISKEYTOWN STONEHENGE MIDNIGHT MOON GR 4.33 204 I STEPHANIE R MARTIN

JUDGES:  TODD ROCKHOLD, RON A BOEHME, JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI

INLAND EMPIRE 11/18/2017 2017-0367 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FLANAGAN SPRINGS BOONE BRIGHT ES 5.57 100 III JEREMIAH P BRIGHT
SALT CREEK DAWN PATROL BARREL SEEKER VI 11.17 107 II KEVIN J BILLY
WHISKEYTOWN HENNESSY ILL HAVE ANOTHER GR 6.97 107 I ERIC B TAYLOR

Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BOONES FARM MACINTOSH PP 3.74 170 III GREGORY J WEISS
FLEMING’S SAVAGE SAM AT WINCHESTER GS 2.12 200 II CLIFFORD J FLEMING

TEETH: MISSING 408  
MOONSHINE’S SPOT ON THRU THE FIELD GS 2.48 173 None DELFINO PEINADO JR

JUDGES:  PHILIP F SWAIN, GABRIEL D AWBREY, LEON T HAIRIE

INLAND EMPIRE 11/19/2017 2017-0368 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FLEMING’S ALWAYS REDDY IS 4.80 98 III CLIFFORD J FLEMING

USED BIRD AT WATER  
FLEMMING’S BLACK MAGIC WOMAN GS 8.30 96 III CLIFFORD J FLEMING
HIDDEN CREEK AUGUST GS 12.33 100 III MELISSA SLIFFE
PRAIRIE PEAK’S FIERCE FRANKLIN SM 8.47 64 None MARINA VOYNITSKAYA

USED BIRD AT WATER  
SALT CREEK DAWN SWEEP BANZAI VI 11.20 105 II SCOTT R SEYFARTH
THUNDERHILL’S HAILSTORM GW 9.73 100 III JAMES A BELLMEYER

BITE: UNDERSHOT  
WINCHESTER OAKS 5N’S TIKKA GS 10.63 100 III NOAH A MARTINEZ
WINCHESTER OAKS COLT GS 10.63 110 I STEVE M WANN
WINCHESTER OAKS DAY TRIPPER GS 10.63 112 I DR DEBRA BARKLEY
WINCHESTER OAKS HUCK BEST GS 10.63 112 I JEREMY L BEST

JUDGES:  PHILIP F SWAIN, GABRIEL D AWBREY, LEON T HAIRIE

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/11/2017 2017-0369 
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
TIDEVIEW JAGER PP 1.21 155 None PHILLIP ROTH
WINCHESTER’S PISTOL PETE II BS 1.87 144 None MAUREEN E ROTH
ZOE XXVIII GS 1.78 149 III ENRIQUE FERNANDEZ PEREZ

Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
WINGSHOT’S SILVER BISMARCK VI 3.74 180 II PHILLIP L SILVER
WOODS AFIRE MURPHY OF LAGNIAPPE VI 2.99 182 III BRYAN IRISH

JUDGES:  RIC KILDOW, TIMOTHY J LEWIS, LEON T HAIRIE

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/12/2017 2017-0370 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
GISELLE VOM RIVERWOODS GS 14.10 110 I DONALD J DEMSKY
IKE VOM COHANSEY GW 6.40 98 III WILLIAM J SNYDER JR
MANDINGO’S HOLD ON TO YOUR HAT GS 12.10 74 None PAULA E GIGLIOTTI

TEETH: MISSING 405 & BITE: BUTTBITE 101,201,301&401  
MUSTARD SEED’S SPITFIRE GS 15.00 105 I TAYLOR DAVENPORT
PAGESKA’S EM ZOE GR 10.37 103 I ALLEN WATSON
PM’S WILLOW RIDGE SMOKIN’ GUN WM 15.03 102 III RICHARD D BARON
REGAL POINT RAINBOW MAGICAL JOURNEY VI 12.37 65 None ALLYN B HARPER
SILVERSMITH ALPHA CASSIOPEIA WM 14.47 70 None MARJORIE G CAROSIELLO
TYSVER’S AS GOOD AS IT GETS JACK SM 13.23 103 II CHARLES MCKINLEY
WINDCHIME’S NELSONS CHIEF GUNNERS    MATE GS 12.33 110 I JAMES M NELSON

JUDGES:  RIC KILDOW, TIMOTHY J LEWIS, LEON T HAIRIE

LONE STAR 11/18/2017 2017-0371 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AUX LAKE RUM TUM RUDY GR 2.61 184 III JERRY D FREEZE

TEETH: MISALIGNED  
GROUSE POINTS PARADISE GS 0.66 199 I MARSHA L REIFSTECK

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
ROBINGUN’S EAGLE EYE CAPTAIN FLINT SM 2.09 175 II MICHAEL K PRUITT
TC’S SOCKS FLOYD MORROW GW 1.29 179 III TC MORROW
VERMILION CARTER’S BARTOS VI 5.75 199 I CINDY MCMORRAN
WHISKEYTOWN DALWHINNIE BRIE GR 5.13 171 III GINO TROY

JUDGES:  JOHN MOFFETT, FRANK D VERRET, MICHAEL L NEIDUSKI

LONE STAR 11/19/2017 2017-0372 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
CEDARWOODS LONE RANGER PP 6.47 112 I JACOB D ALLRED

TEETH: MISSING 405  
GUNNER VON DER LINDE SM 12.90 89 III WILLIAM G HARTWICK
HWAP’S IN IT TO WIN IT V NEWPOINT’S THUNDERSTORM GS 9.90 112 I SHARON VEEDER
ILKA VOM CANUCK GS 9.27 108 I MARK P SANTOS
SHORE THING’S APACHE MAIDEN PP 14.90 112 I KENNETH J ANDERLE
TC’S DAGGER GW 15.57 112 I DARRYL E COLE
WING AND A PRAYER’S BELLS AND WHISTLES GS 2.60 103 II SHARON VEEDER

Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
TC’S SOCKS FLOYD MORROW GW 1.30 178 II TC MORROW

JUDGES:  JOHN MOFFETT, FRANK D VERRET, MICHAEL L NEIDUSKI

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/17/2017 2017-0373 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AGASSIZ LIL MISS INDEPENDENCE GR 5.73 112 I JAMES P CARPENTER
AGASSIZ’S SAMMIE-RAE GR 5.73 102 III BRETT A FABER
CACHE-GARBONITA GUNNAR GS 12.53 83 None GERALD KRAUSS

USED BIRD AT WATER  
DOUBLE BARREL’S TIKKA JOLIE OF FLATBROOK GR 15.53 110 I PHILIP N COFFEEN
GARBONITA OPEN ARMS ATHENA GS 6.63 107 I DENNIS TABAS
REGEN’S BEYOND YOUR WILDEST DREAMS WM 13.67 77 None DON BENJAMIN

USED BIRD AT WATER  
ROCK CREEK KENAI PP 10.20 104 II TED HAMILTON

TEETH: 101 MISALIGNED  
SMOKEY TOPAZ N BARRETTS MOGOLLON RIM WM 6.53 49 None LANCE LARSON

USED BIRD AT WATER & JUDGED COAT DRY  
TALL TIMBERS BUSTIN BIRDS PP 15.97 112 I ROBERT DILLS
TRAX BUSINESS TIME WM 14.53 92 III DAVID R SCHAFNIT

USED BIRD AT WATER  

JUDGES:  JULIE K TOWERS, RUTH A WEISS, JOHN A KOHNKE

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/18/2017 2017-0374 
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BIRGIT VOM GRUENWALD GW 1.51 152 None GEORGE D TROXEL

TEETH: EXTRA 205  

Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BONE POINT’S UKIAH GW 3.29 193 I ROBERT D SCHWEIKHARDT
INDIAN PEAKS CASH BURNING EMBER GS 2.57 176 None TODD A WHEELER
JAEGERHOFS JADE AT CACHE GS 5.23 192 II BLAINE J HANSEN
JX’S DARCY GR 5.16 156 None MARCUS L TROYER
PRETTY PRAIRIE’S RISLEY VOM LOLA GS 3.94 125 None KATHRYN A MILLER

TEETH: EXTRA 105 & MUTILATED GAME AT RETRIEVE  

JUDGES:  JULIE K TOWERS, JOHN A KOHNKE, JAMES P CARPENTER

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/19/2017 2017-0375 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AC’S SHOT OF THE SASSIEST SAYLOR WM 14.33 99 II CANDRA N DUFEK
HIGH STANDARD’S FARRAH PP 12.20 112 I DEREK D TANG
HIGH STANDARD’S FINE LADY PP 12.20 110 I JOEL K DICKINSON
QUIKSILVR KACZS WILD ROYAL FLUSH BB WM 13.57 89 III HARRY P KACZMAREK

USED BIRD AT WATER  

JUDGES:  JULIE K TOWERS, RUTH A WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

TEXAS 12/02/2017 2017-0376 
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
GRACE VOM HIDDEN CREEK GS 1.75 88 None W BRICE COTTONGAME

Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AUX LAKE MOLLY GR 4.34 190 II LARRY D WOODWARD
AUX LAKE RUM TUM RUDY GR 2.65 197 II JERRY D FREEZE

TEETH: 401 MISALIGNED  
FOXFIRE SCARLETT GONE WITH THE WIND WM 6.54 149 None ALFRED E NOTHAFT
GROUSE POINTS PARADISE GS 0.70 187 II MARSHA L REIFSTECK

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
TC’S SOCKS FLOYD MORROW GW 1.33 181 II TC MORROW

JUDGES:  DANIEL G WITTMAN, RUTH A WEISS, GABRIEL D AWBREY

TEXAS 12/03/2017 2017-0377 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AUX LAKE BB BLUEBIRD DAY-Z GR 7.90 110 I VERNON T STELLMAN

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
BCK’S BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY GW 10.13 104 II BELINDA L DELABY

TEETH: MISSING 305  
CAMRIDGE’S FIRST DEGREE PP 13.39 104 I JOHN MILLER
CANADIAN RIVER BIG RED GR 6.90 104 II KYLE L LOCKE

TEETH: EXTRA 204  
FOXFIRE’S RHETT DON’T GIVE A DARN WM 15.61 84 III ALFRED E NOTHAFT

TESTES: NEUTERED  
LIBERTY BELLE BRAVEHEART VON KLUGE GS 13.06 100 III BRIAN W BUSH
SOLTERRA’S N BOULDERS IT’S ABOUT TIME VI 11.06 110 I ELIZABETH COXE

TEETH: MISSING 305&405  
STANDING STONES MOUNTAIN WILD FLOWER GS 11.29 110 I BRIAN E LOFLIN
TIDEVIEW MOXIE PP 15.26 104 II LEE THOMAS

TEETH: EXTRA 205 & MISSING 305  
VERDE JAYMES DUNCAN GR 12.48 62 III TYLER J DUNCAN

JUDGES:  DANIEL G WITTMAN, RUTH A WEISS, GABRIEL D AWBREY

 2018 ANNUAL MEETING
   
WHEN:   JANUARY 18-21, 2018 

WHERE:  SOUTH POINT HOTEL CASINO                       
 9777 SOUTH LAS VEGAS BLVD
  LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89183
  702-796-7111 
                      GROUP NAME:  NAVHDA
                      GROUP CODE:   NAV0117

AIRPORT: MCCARRAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
 FREE SHUTTLE TO AND FROM THE HOTEL
 
HOST: VALLEY OF THE SUN CHAPTER
                     

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE EMAIL:    
TRACY REINKE, AZTARCAPTION@GMAIL.COM 
DAN WITTMAN, WITS-END_KNL@MSN.COM

FOR LINKS, FORMS AND MORE INFORMATION GO TO:
WWW.NAVHDA.ORG/NEWS-EVENTS/ANNUAL-MEETING

Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful 
versatile hunting partner, developed through a performance based 
testing system and breeding program that enhance the overall 
conformation set forth by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
 Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more about a perfect 
blend of trainability, versatility and desire in your next hunting dog.

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to 
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.

Like us and follow us on Facebook at 

North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR

The Original 
German Shorthair
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LIVING UP TO THE EFFORT, TIME AND TRUST! 

The Best in Electronic Dog Training Equipment, Sales, 

Trades, Repairs, Parts and Great Customer Service! 

800-430-2010  www.collarclinic.com

“Jager “

1517 Northern Star Dr. Traverse City MI  49696

Become a Pheasants Forever Member Today and 
Claim Your FREE PF Leash & Collapsible Dog 

Bowl, Your Best Friend Will Thank You!

www.pheasantsforever.org/NAVHDA

Help Us Protect the Healthy 
Habitat and Wild Places You and 

Your Bird Dog Love to Roam.

2018 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date Chapter/Location Test Type Contact Telephone E-mail
Feb 10 Southern California CA NA Patricia Beaver 951/662 1934 pabeaver2@aol.com
Feb 24-25 Mid South GA NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Presley 706/330 7021 kimberlyepresley@gmail.com
Mar 2-4 The Valley Of The Sun AZ NA/UPT/UT Daniel Wittman 623/237 2790 wits-end_knl@msn.com
Mar 3-4 Tarheel NC NA/UPT/UT Kyley Googins-caldwell 910/514 6059 kyley.googins@gmail.com
Mar 10-11 Lone Star TX NA/UPT/UT Megan Murphy 281/989 5933 megan-murphy@att.net
Mar 10-11 Florida Palmetto FL NA/UPT/UT Danelle Snyder 321/750 7386 dysnyder58@gmail.com
Mar 17-18 Carolinas NC NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Lewis 850/602 2515 klewis700@ymail.com
Mar 24-25 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease 703/765 5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Mar 31-Apr 1 Mid South GA NA Kimberly Presley  706/330 7021 kimberlyepresley@gmail.com
Apr 13 Northern California CA NA/UPT/UT Jennifer Roney 916/765 5930 jenbaker7404@gmail.com
Apr 14-15 Great Central Valley CA NA/UPT/UT Russell Cleland 530/340 5255 russ@motherlodegundogs.com
Apr 20-22 Grand Canyon Of Arizona AZ NA/UPT/UT Jim Carpenter 928/213 1642 jcarpen323@gmail.com
May 5-6 Willamette Valley OR NA Nancy Breuner 541/389 6353 nbreuner@yahoo.com
May 5-6 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Richard Ray 304/872 1566 sray44@frontier.com
May 12-13 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Shannon Mcgarrity 901/237 8967 smcgrrtyuofm@gmail.com
May 19-20 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell 610/304 6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
May 19-20 Wisconsin River WI NA/UPT/UT Anne Zeches 608/334 5022 atzforever@yahoo.com
May 19-20 Kentuckiana IN NA John Willingham 502/773 6087 john.willingham3@gmail.com
May 19-20 Midwest Tri State SD NA Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
Jun 1-3 Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
Jun 2-3 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Marion Siebert 412/751 0214 sieset@comcast.net
Jun 2-3 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Christopher Orcutt 860/342 5724 corcutt01@comcast.net
Jun 2-3 Ontario Grand River ON NA Jan Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Jun 2-3 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/491 5797 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Jun 2-3 Illowa IA NA Michelle Wilbers 563/672 3291 michelle@brushdale.com
Jun 2-3 Hawkeye IA NA Donald Cross 641/521 4445 djcross@iowatelecom.net
Jun 9-10 Central Dakota ND NA Mary Anne Mckenzie 701/425 1293 maryanne.mckenzie@yahoo.com
Jun 9-10 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Christopher Mokler 920/279 6104 cmokler@gmail.com
Jun 16-17 Red River Valley ND NA Steven Buck 701/729 6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Jul 14-15 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Christopher Mokler 920/279 6104 cmokler@gmail.com
Aug 3-5 Alaska Yukon AK NA/UPT/UT Dori Hollingsworth 907/491 0393 dori@gci.net
Aug 10-12 Willamette Valley OR NA/UPT/UT Nancy Breuner 541/389 6353 nbreuner@yahoo.com
Aug 11-12 Wisconsin River WI NA/UPT/UT Anne Zeches 608/334 5022 atzforever@yahoo.com
Aug 17-19 Central Dakota ND NA/UPT/UT Mary Anne Mckenzie 701/425 1293 maryanne.mckenzie@yahoo.com
Aug 17-19 Eastern Quebec QC NA/UPT/UT Francois Laplante 418/884 4227 info@lepolyvalent.ca
Aug 17-19 Southern Minnesota WI NA/UPT/UT Monica Redmond 608/385 9194 monicaredmond@live.com
Aug 18-19 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Christopher Mokler 920/279 6104 cmokler@gmail.com
Aug 24-26 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell 610/304 6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
Aug 24-26 Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
Aug 25-26 Hickory Run PA NA/UPT/UT Barbara Brookman 610/294 9022 brookmanbj8@gmail.com
Aug 25-26 Red River Valley ND NA/UPT/UT Steven Buck 701/729 6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Sep 7-9 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Marion Siebert 412/751 0214 sieset@comcast.net
Sep 21-23 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/491 5797 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 22-23 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Christopher Orcutt 860/342 5724 corcutt01@comcast.net
Sep 29-30 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Shannon Mcgarrity 901/237 8967 smcgrrtyuofm@gmail.com

2018 NAVHDA Special Events

Date Chapter/Location  Event Contact Telephone E-mail
Jan 18-21 Valley of the Sun/Las Vegas, NV Annual Meeting Tracy Reinke  aztarcaption@gmail.com
April 28-29 Potomac Chapter/Polesville, MD Handler Clinics Robert Gramzinski 301/675-2174 robert.gramzinski@gmail.com
May 5-6 Central Oregon/Madras, OR  Handler Clinics David Riden 541/728-4376 stumpriden@aol.com
Sep 13-16 Hawkeye/Searsboro, IA  Invitational NAVHDA Office 847/253-6488 navoffice@navhda.org

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA website at www.navhda.org.

THE RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY – 

PRESERVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS:

HEALTHY FORESTS

ABUNDANT WILDLIFE

SPORTING TRADITIONS

Join Today!

RuffedGrouseSociety.Org

1-888-564-6747
Photo by Nancy Anisfi eld
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Written by experts for  experts  
and those who want to be. 
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com  

to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of 

The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.

Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

As a member of NAVHDA,  you want  

your versatile dog to do it all. For  

20 years, The Pointing Dog Journal  

has been helping hunting dog

owners do just that.

call 844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

Seek, Point, & Retrieve

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special  
$5 savings off our regular subscription  
price – so you can get yours for only $21.95  
for six issues!

• 6 great issues a year

• Special e-mail articles of our  
Traveling Wingshooter gamebird forecasts

• Access to our exclusive online content  
that includes a bulletin board, articles,  
and video shooting tips.


