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President’s Message
By Dave Trahan
Deerfield, New Hampshire

Looking Forward
T

hank you for supporting me for another term as President
of NAVHDA. I would also like to thank Ric Kildow for
stepping up to the plate and running for office. I want to
welcome our new Executive Council Board members who will
bring new ideas for the future. I look forward to the next three
years working as your President along with the EC for you, the
membership. As I have said in the past, feel free to email or call
any of the EC members for any issue you may have.
We have three members of the current EC retiring this year;
their long-time dedication to NAVHDA cannot be measured
in one issue. Joe Dolejsi has fulfilled positions as a Judge,
Senior Judge, Clinic Leader, Director of Judge Development,
Treasurer and President. Joe Ria served as Judge, Senior
Judge, Clinic Leader, Director of Testing and Vice President.
Jim Applegate served as Judge, Senior Judge, Clinic Leader,
Information Officer and a long list of other positions including Vice President and President. These three men have put
in over some 100 years of service. I would like to thank them
personally for their dedication.
Our Youth Program is starting off with additional funds that
have been added to give us a boost. This past year we have had
many youth events and youths testing dogs. A full report will be
given at the Annual Meeting.
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As President, I received a few emails regarding complaints
from people about an issue with a test or issues with their chapter. I always forward complaints to the appropriate director to
handle. Complaints in regards to a test I forward to Chip Bonde,
Director of Judge Development. When we receive a complaint,
we usually ask, “Did you talk to the judges after the test?” Most
of the time the answer is “No.” If you have a question about how
your dog ran, ask the judges at the test—they will give you their
observations of the day.
When it comes to issues at the local level, the international
board does not get involved in chapter politics. When I receive a
call, I encourage the people to work things out and follow their
chapter by-laws to resolve the issue. Always remember, we are
here for the dogs and to have fun training together.
On a sad note, we lost three Judges this year who all gave many
years of service to NAVHDA. Vic Connors, one of our Past Presidents and also a Senior Judge; Eric Abraham, a Senior Judge; and
a very personal friend, Melisa Hertz, a lady who was a pioneer in
her breed club for the Small Munsterlander. She was living the
dream of producing good dogs, training and guiding at a lodge in
her home state.
Hope to see many of you at the Annual Meeting this year in
North Carolina.

Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org
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If you want a dog trained right, you do it yourself.

Combine your time, patience
and expertise, with Sport PRO’s
intuitive, positive-click dial design
© 2016 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries

and field-proven technology
to help build a good dog
into an even better gun dog.

Sport PRO
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About The Cover

Breed Focus

Portuguese Pointer
Article & Photos By Craig Koshyk
Winnipeg, Manitoba
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he old literature is filled with references to Old Spanish pointers and various
French and Italian pointing dogs. And
just about every history of the English pointer
traces that breed’s origins to dogs brought to
England after the War of Spanish Succession
around 1715. But another old breed from the
Iberian peninsula is often overlooked. It is
a hard-hunting, naturally talented gun dog
from Portugal that played a major role in the
development of the modern pointing dog.
The first glimpses we get of gun dogs in
Portugal are from old drawings and fairly
vague references found in old manuscripts
such as the Livro da Montaria written by
Portuguese King João I in the 15th century.
The dogs were probably very similar if not
identical to others being developed in Spain
and southern France at the time. They were
most likely used to flush small game for the
net or falcon, and if they did stand their game
or “point,” they were surely trained to do so.
Later on, they were selected for a more pronounced, natural point and, like the dogs in

T
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Spain and elsewhere, eventually became true
pointing dogs.
By the 18th century, they were common
enough in Portugal to allow for a good number to be exported to England. Once there,
they played a role in the development of the
English Pointer. This is a point that almost
every history of the Portuguese Pointer emphasizes, but one that is often overlooked in
the histories of other breeds. This is probably due to the fact that many 18th and 19th
century sources seem to refer to any dog
from the Iberian Peninsula, or even southern
France for that matter, as “Spanish Pointers.”
Fortunately, some sources do specifically
mention Portuguese dogs. In a book written
in 1776 titled A Treatise on Field Diversions
by a Gentleman of Suffolk, author Barnabas
Simonds writes that the English Pointer “...
is acknowledged to be a native of Spain or
Portugal; as many were and yet are brought
to us from both kingdoms.”
English soldiers almost certainly discovered short-haired pointing dogs either
5

while stationed in Spain or by frequent contact with Spanish soldiers in other areas of
Europe. It is obvious that they also would
have had ample opportunity to come into
contact with dogs in Portugal since Lisbon
is a major port through which many English
troops would have traveled. So it is reasonable to conclude that Portuguese Pointers
were taken to England and that they contributed to the development of the English
Pointer. But to categorically state that they
alone are that breed’s “grandfather” is a bit
of a stretch. After all, Portuguese Pointers
are from the same basic root stock that gave
6

rise to all pointing breeds and were probably closely related to the pointing dogs in
Spain and France.
In any case, what we do know is that
the native pointing dogs of Portugal fell
on hard times in the late 1800s and early
1900s when English Pointers, Setters and
other breeds caught the imagination of
large numbers of Portuguese hunters. Socio-economic factors and rampant crossbreeding also led to such a steep decline
in the breed’s fortunes that by the 1920s
it was in very rough shape. Fortunately in
the 1930s efforts got underway to rehabiliVersatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

tate the breed. A breed standard was drawn
up in 1931, but it wasn’t until 1939 that the
modified standard was recognized. Looking back on the years of decline, the author
of one of the first books on the breed, Father Domingos Barroso, wrote in an article
published in the 1940s that:
In 1924 hunters from the city wanted to
have the fury of the “Pointerized” dogs
and others like them. But the villages retained their old dogs. Time went by. The
city folk realized that they had made a mistake and stepped back.
January 2017

The “step back” was toward a more traditional version of the breed; one that
had not been overly modified by excessive amounts of English Pointer blood.
By 1948 Father Barroso would write
that he had Portuguese Pointers of “excellent breeding.”
Throughout the 1960s and ’70s, progress toward the complete rehabilitation
of the breed continued, and in 1984 the
breed club l’Associação do Perdigueiro
Português was established. Soon after,
the reputation of the Portuguese Pointer began to move beyond the national
January 2017

boundaries. Breed clubs were formed in
France (1999) and in the US (2004).
Today the breed continues to grow in
popularity in Europe and North America. Its dynamic and well-organized club
in Portugal has succeeded in keeping the
breed mainly in the hands of hunters and
in promoting the breed first and foremost
as a hunting dog.
The first thing you notice about a Portuguese Pointer is its resemblance to the
English pointer and, in some ways, to the
Boxer. But when we spent the day photographing Portuguese Pointers in their native Portugal, what stood out more than
anything else were their eyes. The dogs
that day had the most expressive eyes we
had ever seen.
Whenever Lisa and I meet with breeders
of gun dogs, I warn them to count their
dogs before we leave since Lisa always
carries a purse big enough to smuggle
a puppy or two out of the kennel. Everyone knows I am joking, but when we were
in Portugal, I was not so sure. I had the
sneaking suspicion that if she’d been left
alone for a few minutes, she just might
have turned into a puppy-napper! And to
be perfectly honest, I don’t think I would
have turned her in if she had. We both really took a shine to the breed.
Of course, the views we formed were
nowhere near objective. We saw some of
the best dogs in the breed running across
Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

the gentle hills of a beautiful cork tree
plantation in central Portugal. We were in
the company of three of the most experienced members of the breed club and we’d
just been served one of the most delicious
picnic lunches we’d ever had. The dogs
were super-affectionate and were calm in
their kennels, but all business in the field.
They pointed hard, backed each other and
retrieved every bird to-hand.
And those eyes! They were so striking
they gave some of the dogs a near-human
expression. It must be the way that the
dark pigment around the eyes, nose and
lips contrasts with the yellow/brown coat.
Lisa said that some of them looked as if
they had a “Cleopatra eyeliner” sort of
thing going on.
Back at our hotel, we reviewed the photos we’d taken at the cork plantation. They
were some of our best work yet and only
added to the positive impression that the
breed had made on us. We talked about
how great the day had been. We’d seen
some very nice dogs, enjoyed charming
company and beautiful weather. There
was only one disappointment. Somehow,
Lisa had resisted temptation: there were
no puppies in her purse!
Read more about the breed, and all the
other pointing breeds from Continental
Europe, in Craig’s book Pointing Dogs,
Volume One: The Continentals.
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Breed Announcement - Proven English Setters
Expected whelping date – Early February 2017
Sire
VC, FC Slamming Point Dynamo, MH “Trex”

Dam
Maddie’s Sweet Annie of Larke “Annie”

NAVHDA
ANNUAL MEETING
January 27-29, 2017
Charlotte, North Carolina

-

Versatile Champion 2013
Utility Prize 1: 204 pts
Natural Ability Prize 1: 110pts
AKC Field Champion at age 3
AKC No. 1 Field Trial English Setter
in 2011
AKC Master Hunter
Only English Setter in history to
earn VC, FC and MH titles
Hips: OFA Good
Blue Belton
Owner: Curtis Fry - New Brighton,
PA

-

-

-

-

Utility Prize 1: 204 pts
Natural Ability Prize 3: 100 pts
1 of only 3 female English Setters
in NAVHDA history to earn a max
Utility score
First and only female English
Setter in NAVHDA history to earn
a max Utility score on first
attempt
Hips: OFA Good
Orange Belton
Owner: Steve Doak – Augusta,
ME

Both Trex and Annie are accomplished English Setters with lineage including Versatile
Champions and some of the most decorated field trail English Setters in history. Both dogs
exhibit high trainability, willingness to comply, high pray drive and an on/off switch desired in
a hunting dog. This combination is aimed to produce dogs that can perform at the highest
levels in both the NAVHDA and field trial arenas. More important than their accomplishments
is their hunting capability on wild grouse, woodcock, quail and waterfowl. Trex and Annie
spend most of the Fall season hunting wild game and are a pleasure to shoot over.

DoubleTree Suites by Hilton Hotel,
Charlotte - Southpark
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/
CCLTDTDT-NAV-20170125/index.jhtml
Friday Evening Reception
NASCAR Hall of Fame
Saturday Special Guest Speaker
Scott Linden
Creator and host Wingshooting USA
and author “What the Dogs Taught Me”

Hosted by Carolinas Chapter
www.carolinas-navhda.com

Contact Steve Doak 207-215-5614 doak13@roadrunner.com

Ru ffe dGro use Society .org
Over 50 Years
of Conservation
Established in 1961, the
Ruffed Grouse Society
is North America’s
foremost conservation
organization dedicated
to preserving our
sporting traditions by
creating healthy forest
habitat for ruffed
grouse,
American
woodcock and
other forest wildlife.
RGS develops this habitat utilizing scientific management
practices, and ruffed grouse, along with a host of other
species, rely upon young forest habitat for their survival.
Join RGS to create healthy forests for abundant wildlife
and preserve our sporting traditions.

JOIN TODAY 1-888-564-6747
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ANNUAL REPORTS
Vice President
Joseph Raia
Windom, Minnesota
Well, another year has come and gone fast. The youth programs are
going strong with NAVHDA having nine requests for funds from
the Youth Events Program, twenty youths requesting funds from our
Youth Testing Incentive Program, and three scholarships were given
from the Kristin Rieser Fund for youths attending handler clinics.
The youth committee had $10,000.00 to spend this year, and we
spent all of the funds. I would like to thank all the NAVHDA members
and chapters who donated fund to the youth programs throughout the
year. This is a great way to support NAVHDA’s youth programs if you
do not have youths in your area, or events at the chapter level.

The youth programs are going strong, we have seen growth in
youth activates every year for the last three years when the programs
began. I did not run for office this year, but I feel very confident that
I am leaving the EC with strong, successful and well-developed programs for NAVHDA’s youth.
I would like to thank the youth committee for all the time and work
in making these programs successful, it has been a pleasure working
with you all. And last, but surely not least, I would like to thank Maria
Bondi at the central office for all she has done for me and the committee over the years.

Treasurer
Joseph K. Dolejsi
Eden Prairie, Minnesota
First a report on the 2016 budget. Each year in January, Jim Applegate and I, with help from Maria Bondi, prepare a preliminary
annual budget (projected income/expense) to be reviewed, altered
if necessary, and ratified by the Executive Council at the Annual
Meeting. This budget is our financial blue print for the year. As of
this writing (November, 2016) we are on target to achieve an alltime record, fiscal year profit for 2016. In addition to the profit for
this year, NAVHDA has available retained earning, in short term
interest bearing accounts, which would cover all normal expenses
for a six month period should the need arise.
Attaining our budgetary goal doesn’t just happen. It is the result
of dedicated, productive efforts by our Central Office staff, prudent management by our Officers and Directors and by countless
hours of donated time by many, many members whose passion is
NAVHDA.
Our Life Membership Account’s (The Johnnie Shulkey Fund)
current value is just over $371,000.00. This number represents life
membership dollars along with the investment earnings that have
accumulated on the life membership dues over the past twenty
plus years. Our Life Membership investment portfolio includes a
mix of FDIC certificates of deposit, bond mutual funds, stock mutual funds and zero coupon bonds.
The Youth Development Fund has grown to over $218,000.00.
This fund has been invested in a mix of 5 year government agency bonds, 10 year government agency bonds and S&P 500 index
January 2017

mutual funds. It should be noted that several youth programs have
been initiated and funded this year with the income earned by this
fund. During 2016, over $6,000.00 of additional contributions
have been made to the Youth Development Fund.
Additional contributions to NAVHDA from NAVHDA members and friends of NAVHDA totaled over $10,000.00 during
2016. Thank you all.
Last, but not least, I am pleased to report that it appears that
support by our current sponsors looks excellent for the upcoming
year. We truly appreciate the generous support of our Exclusive
Sponsors: Purina, Garmin/Tri-Tronics, and Ugly Dog Hunting;
and our Conservation Partners: The Ruffed Grouse Society and
Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever. These folks have been very generous to NAVHDA and I would recommend that all NAVHDA
members patronize these organizations when making a purchase.
After nine years as your Treasurer, I am finally hanging up my
green eye shade visor, packing away my pencil sharpener and retiring my well-worn bean counter. Rick Holt will assume the position of Treasurer. I am sure Rick will serve NAVHDA well. I cannot think of a better prospect than Rick to serve as your Treasurer.
Finally, it has been a pleasure to serve NAVHDA for all these
years. I have been blessed to work with excellent EC members and
equally excellent and dedicated NAVHDA members. In closing, a
special thanks to Jim Applegate, Maria and Cheryl of the Central
Office. Their help was invaluable.

Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org
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Secretary
Steve Greger
Oxford, North Carolina
Another year has passed, and I’m once again on the shore of Silver Lake near Freeman, South Dakota on my annual hunting trip.
How’s the hunting? Well, let me just say that we’re eating duck
and goose for dinner every night. Haven’t had a taste of pheasant
yet, but we’ll keep trying…and…there’s always deer season!
While NAVHDA has had a very tough year due to the loss of far
too many of our members due to illness or very
unfortunate accidents, I’m happy to report that NAVHDA remains strong. Member numbers are at the highest level ever, we’re
registering and testing more dogs than ever before, we’ve reached
an agreement with Dakota 283 to be NAVHDA’s newest sponsor,
and our finances are the strongest they’ve been in our history. It’s a
great time to be be a member of the best sporting dog organization
in North America.
The next Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 27 ‐ 39 at
the Doubletree Suites Southpark in Charlotte, North Carolina. All
of the new officers and directors will be sworn in at the meeting
and will begin their three year term upon commencement of the
meeting. The Carolinas Chapter, our host chapter, has promised
that this will be a meeting to remember.

The 2018 Annual Meeting has been awarded to the Valley of the
Sun Chapter and will be held at the South Point Hotel & Casino in Las
Vegas, Nevada. The dates for the 2018 meeting are January 19 ‐ 21.
A note to all Central Region Chapters, the 2019 Annual Meeting
will be in your region. Chapters are encouraged to volunteer to host
the annual meeting by submitting a request to the Secretary. It is preferred to have the proposal in by the first of June two years preceding
the year of the annual meeting for mid‐year Executive Council action on the proposals (Example: the proposal to host the 2019 Annual
Meeting should be submitted by June 1st, 2017). The proposal must
be submitted over the signature of a Chapter officer. The proposal
should include the city and transportation availability, and any other
information to assist the Executive Council in making their decision
on the recommendation(s). If you have any questions about what’s
required to host the meeting or how/when to submit your proposal,
feel free to contact me any time.
That’s it for 2016. I’m looking forward to serving another term on
the EC as NAVHDA’s Secretary. Please feel free to call or email me at
any time if you have questions. All of us on the EC have an open door
policy. I wish you all the very best and thank you.

Director of Judge Development
Chip Bonde
Mt. Airy, Maryland
NAVHDA chapters held 331 sanctioned tests between 1/1/2016
and 11/1/2016. There were 2,434 dogs tested: 1,700 NA, 62 UPT,
580 UT and 92 Invitational dogs. At the time of writing this article,
there were still four three-day tests scheduled, and two two-day
tests scheduled for November and December. I would personally like to thank each of the 149 active NAVHDA judges and 34
apprentice judges for their many volunteer hours of service to
consistently and fairly evaluate the performance of the 2434 dogs
tested. Their efforts translate into 993 judging days, not including
travel days which can easily add another 800 days. The time commitment these dedicated men and women devote to judging for
NAVHDA represents a significant amount of time away from their
family and work.
The Judging and Testing Committee is Co-Chaired by myself,
Chip Bonde (Maryland), Tim Clark (New Jersey), Director of
Testing and Tracey Nelson (Iowa), Director of the Invitational.
Mark Whalen (Maryland) is the Manager of the Apprentice Judge
Program, assisted by Apprentice Coordinators Mike Melotik
(Wisconsin), Phil Swain (Oregon) and Peter Wade (Maine). Clyde
Vetter (Wisconsin) is the Manager of the Acting Senior Judge Program assisted by Brian Thoman (Colorado). I would like to take
this opportunity to thank each one of them for the time they dedicate to work on behalf of NAVHDA.
In 2016 NAVHDA held 12 Handler Clinics with 146 attendees
from across North America. These clinics introduce handlers to
the ideals and standards of NAVHDA Testing. Attendance at a
Handler Clinic is one of the requirements for a handler to enter the
Apprentice Judge Program.
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The Executive Council of NAVHDA voted in 2015 to move
the annual Judges’ Workshop to coincide with the hosting of the
Annual Meeting. This year the Judges’ Workshop will be held on
Sunday January 29, 2017. The Carolinas Chapter of NAVHDA is
hosting the Annual Meeting and Judges’ Workshop at the Double
Tree Suites by Hilton Hotel, Charlotte-South Park, North Carolina.
The Executive Council of NAVHDA moved the date of the
Judges Workshop to increase the overall participation at the Annual Meeting. Judges in attendance for the weekend may also be
chapter delegates. On Friday delegates are able to participate in
open discussions on submitted chapter motions and then vote. The
added presence of the judges will help the host chapter to meet
minimum room, food, and beverage guarantees required to ensure
free use of meeting rooms. Finally, the monetary savings accrued
to NAVHDA International for not having to host and pay expenses
for a weekend summer workshop are substantial.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of our sponsors for their continued support of NAVHDA: Purina, Ugly Dog
Hunting and Garmin/Tri-Tronics, and our conservation partners:
the Ruffed Grouse Society and Pheasants and Quail Forever. I
would like to welcome our newest corporate sponsor Dakota 283.
Dakota 283 manufactures high-end, durable one-piece crates and
under-crate storage vaults.
NAVHDA is a volunteer organization. The individual members,
the local chapters and the Executive Council all volunteer countless hours to help NAVHDA achieve its goals. Thank you.
I hope to see many of you at the Annual Meeting in Charlotte,
North Carolina, January 27-29, 2017.

Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org
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Director of Testing
Tim Clark
Toms River, New Jersey
Another year down in our NAVHDA testing system. It seems to
go faster and faster every year, or is that just me getting older?
Chapters did a good job in finding test sites to run their tests. From
the first of the year through the middle of November, NAVHDA
chapters had run 339 tests. That is up 20 tests from last year. Five
to eight tests are scheduled to run in the last month and half of this
year. I will have the final numbers for you at the Annual Meeting.
In 2016, 2464 dogs ran in these tests which is up 311 dogs from
last year.
NAVHDA has 83 chapters. Of the 83 chapters, 75 of them ran
at least one test. The Hawkeye Chapter ran the most tests with
14 test days (their chapter held the Invitational). The Minnesota
Chapter came in second with 12 test days; the Delaware Valley
Chapter, The Heartland Chapter and the Kettle Moraine Chapter
came in third: they all ran 10 test days. I would like to thank all
the chapters for stepping up to the plate and accommodating our
members by adding more test days so they could run their dogs.
What our NAVHDA chapters did was they “accommodated not
eliminated.” I would like to thank all the chapter test secretaries
for a job well done.
Test secretaries need to make sure that they put in a test request
on the web at least 90 days before their test date. The reasons why
NAVHDA International requests chapters to give a 90 day notice
is because we have to contact Purina so they can send the dog
food and hats to the contact person. NAVHDA also has to contact
Garmin/Tri-Tronics so they can send the coupon to the contact
person. Please have your test secretaries submit a judge request 60
days before your chapter test date. This year, we occasionally had
situations in which judges could not do their assignments because

of personal reasons. Big thanks go out to those judges who stepped
up to fill those vacancies at such short notice. They were much
appreciated by all.
Thanks to all the chapters that are complying with the judges’
rotation rule. Every third test weekend needs a judge from out of
region. Remember, sometimes you can fly a judge in cheaper than
you could drive one in. Some chapters still need to get better at
this. The test secretaries can go to the web page under Holding a
NAVHDA Test, then click on Chapter Judges’ History and bring
up a list of the judges used by their chapter for the last three years.
That will help the test secretaries pick their judges for their tests.
This is a great and easy tool to use when planning for your judges.
Also remember, you do not have to get a senior judge for your out
of region judge you can get a regular judge. This way more of our
regular judges will be able to travel out of their region. Your chapter still has to have a senior judge on the judging team.
The 2016 Invitational was a big success for NAVHDA. I would
like to thank Invitational Director, Tracey Nelson and her team,
Angie Coenen and Deb Stott for doing an outstanding job at the
Invitational. If you were at the Invitational in 2016, you would
have seen the scores being read off at around 3 to 4 o’clock. This is
a testament to the efficiency of their team. I would also thank Gary
Engebretson for being the volunteer coordinator for the Invitational. NAVHDA would like to thank all the volunteers who spent
their time and resources for this event. Without the volunteers, the
Invitational would not be the success that it is today. With that being said, we need to start looking at the 2017 Invitational in Ohio.
Start thinking about volunteering—it is a great experience. I hope
to see and visit with you at the Annual Meeting this month.

Invitational Director
Tracey Nelson
Tabor, Iowa
Hello, all! I hope this past fall saw everyone enjoying another
productive hunting season with your four-legged companions,
since you have spent so much time preparing for it.
The 2016 Invitational is in the books. The final numbers are 92
dogs tested with 38 of them passing. The test was held over four
days at Searsboro, Iowa, hosted by the Hawkeye Chapter, with
Brownells again letting us use their fabulous grounds.
We had no act of God, or state government to deal with this
time around, so things went off without a hitch. The preliminary
numbers show a profit of around $7,000—give or take a hundred
or so either way. I will have a final number at the Annual Meeting
when I’ll be sure all bills have been submitted and checks cleared.
Again, this is a huge undertaking, and we, as an organization, and myself, as a director, are blessed with a large number
of people without whom this event would be impossible. There
are several workhorses. Angie Coenen (Test Secretary) and Deb
Stott (Assistant Test Secretary and this year Travel Coordinator) really take care of all of the computer stuff, judges travel,
and hotel arrangements. Gary Engebretson again was in charge
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of the volunteer staff, basically putting a puzzle together that
sometimes changes by the hour. The people I lean on almost
each day in one way or another are Chip Bonde, Marilyn Vetter, Tim Clark, Steve Kosmicki, Curtis Fry, and Clyde Vetter.
Then there’s the Hawkeye Chapter. I can’t say enough about the
effort and hard work put into the event this year by the chapter. Pete Brenneman, Doug Schwebke, Randy Rouse and Randy Meester—I bugged them all, probably way too much, and
they put up with it and came through with flying colors. I thank
you all. Kelly Bryan from Brownells and Big Springs, acted as
Grounds Coordinator, supplying us with shells and blanks, always got me answers when I needed them. Last but not least
the judges and volunteers— many of them give a week of their
lives to help out with this event—I really have no words, except
Thank You!!!
Looking forward now to 2017, and the Invitational to be held
again back at Mingo Sportsman Club in Ohio with the Buckeye
Chapter hosting. Dates are September 14-17. Hotel information
will be available on the website.

Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org
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Director of Promotions
Jason Wade
Freedom, Maine
2016 was a year of growth for our organization. NAVHDA welcomed
several new chapters, bringing the total to 84. NAVHDA is represented by 73 chapters in the US and 11 in Canada. These chapters are at
the root of the success in our system. The support, opportunity and
dedication they all exhibit is what makes NAVHDA what it is today.
Membership for 2016 is up to an all-time high of 5870. This is up
over 7% from this same time last year. The rise in membership represents the hard work that all members and chapters have been a part
of in the past year. The true pulse of the membership is held with you.
The organization grows with the support of each individual member. I
would like to thank each of you for the work you put into supporting
NAVHDA.
NAVHDA promotions has continued to take place on many fronts
this year with a multimedia approach continuing in 2016. The web,
magazines and articles in other print formats make up the majority of
our exposure.
We completed the second phase of a project that started at the Invitational in Ohio in 2015. The release of the Wingshooting USA episode featuring the event was released in the early summer of 2016.
The episode was very well done and portrayed NAVHDA in the exact
light we had hoped. Thank you again goes out to Scott Linden and
Wingshooting USA. An enormous debt of gratitude is due to Ugly
Dog Hunting for supporting this venture from the conceptual idea
to financially supporting the actual filming. If you have not seen the
episode, you can find it at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3DVrReefWk
Our website www.navhda.org continues to provide information
and draw in members. With ongoing enhancement by a dedicated

group of volunteers, you are able access nearly any information
you may need about NAVHDA. NAVHDA’s Facebook page is an
excellent interactive resource that has steadily grown in contacts
and activity. NAVHDA’s online resources are also designed to
support the local chapter websites and Facebook pages. Many of
the local chapter websites offer pages that are a constant opportunity for membership to access relevant local information. Keep
up the great work on these, as members are accessing them more
every day.
Thank you to our Exclusive Sponsors: Purina ProPlan, Garmin/
Tritronics, and Ugly Dog Hunting have continued crucial support over the course of 2016. We thank them, and I ask that
you support them at every opportunity. Each of these sponsors
has been with us for many years and we appreciate their loyalty to our organization. NAVHDA would absolutely not be
viable without support of these organizations. We also would
like to extend our appreciation to our Conservation Partners:
Ruffed Grouse Society and Pheasants and Quail Forever. We
are proud to have them connected to our organization. Recently, we came to an agreement with a new sponsor, Dakota
283. We are excited about working with them in the coming
year to expose their product to NAVHDA members. Dakota
283 is the manufacturer and distributor of poly kennels and
under kennel storage. Please join me in welcoming them to
our sponsorship family.
Most importantly, thank you, as members, for continuing to support this organization. NAVHDA continues to flourish in large part
because of you.

Registrar

Director of Information Services

Steve Brodeur
Acton Vale, Quebec

James Applegate
Arlington Heights, Illinois

I’m finishing my second year as the registrar. We had a few issues
to work on, but all were quite easy to solve. I take this occasion
to remind you that we have a wonderful website, where we can
access a great deal of information (pedigrees, test results, etc.). I
would like to thank Maria Bondi for all the help she gives us to
keep the pedigrees and registry up to date and Jim Applegate who
works hard on the website. The registrations are still increasing,
so I’m giving you the statistics of this year. Whenever you need
to discuss anything about registration, my contact information is
on the website.

This will be my last report as an officer or director of NAVHDA.
Bobby and I attended our first test in 1971, she was active until
her passing, and all of a sudden it is 2016 and time for me to say
farewell.
The office was very busy in 2016 with increases of over 10% for
numbers of tests, dogs tested, litters enrolled, dogs registered, and
membership growth. I am sure the other directors will elaborate on
their specific areas.
There were no major hardware or software issues this year and
we spent time improving current processes.

2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
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Number registered
2392
2658
2886
3155
3362
3520
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Director of Publications
Richard Holt
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
As you are probably aware, I will be moving on to the Treasurer’s
position for NAVHDA. I would like to thank everyone who has
helped me with the VHD magazine over the last two years. It has
been a great experience. I am very excited to have Tim Otto take
over in the Director of Publications position. I know he will do a
great job.
This was my second year as Director of Publications overseeing
the VHD magazine, the NAVHDA web page, and our Facebook
pages. Many people are responsible for the success of our publications. The majority of the VHD’s success is due to our editor/
publisher Mary Burpee’s hard work. I cannot thank her enough for
the excellent job she is doing.
Behind Mary is a cadre of editors and writers and photographers who provide content for the magazine. We get regular articles from our Contributing Editors who include Nancy Anisfield,
Patti Carter, and Dr. Lisa Boyer. Our three monthly columns, On
the Right Track, Full Circle Fare and Ask Dr. Boyer are enjoying continued success. They have been warmly received by our
readers. The On the Right Track Q&A team of writers and advisers include Chip Bonde, Phil Swain, Mark Whalen, Clyde Vetter,
Tom Swezey, Blaine Carter and Marilyn Vetter. Dr. Lisa Boyer’s
veterinary column is one of the membership’s favorites, and she
always has something of interest for me and I thank her for her
commitment. New this year is our Food Editor Dennis Normile. I
would like to thank Dennis, a professional chef and member of the
Del Val Chapter of NAVHDA, for his insight and contribution to
the Full Circle Fare column. He has really stepped up to the plate,
and we look forward to his continued support. Without these volunteers we would have a difficult time producing the VHD.
This year we had five Invitational volunteer photographers.
Thanks goes to Nancy Anisfield, Denise Heath, Perry Masotti and
two new people this year are Amber Boulieu and Dane Smith.
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Equally important, I would like to thank everyone who sent in
articles to be published in the magazine. We have had some really
great articles this year. I can only encourage others to do the same.
This is a volunteer driven magazine, which relies on our membership to create content that others in our organization are interested
in reading about.
With the growth in membership we now print nearly 6,000
copies per month, and it averages about 30 pages. We have five
regular issues where the topic is predetermined: the January Annual Report Issue, April Annual Meeting Issue, May Puppy Issue,
August Youth Issue, and December Invitational Issue. Please keep
these issues in mind when submitting articles or photos. Remember submissions should be made well in advance. Guidelines for
submissions can be found on our website on the VHD page: www.
navhda.org/resources/vhd-magazine.
The magazine is NAVHDA’s largest expense. Our new printer,
Sutherland Printing, has helped significantly reduce our expenses
and has provided us with an excellent product.
Lastly and MOST important—Please participate! This is your
magazine. We love to hear your stories. Send in training advice
that worked for you—everyone is interested in training advice!
Send in a recipe with a story to go with it. Ask questions of our On
the Right Track panel or send in a training tip of your own. Do you
have a veterinary question? Ask Dr. Boyer. We need you!
Our website and Facebook presence would come to a grinding
halt without the efforts of our webmaster Dave Nordquist. Thank
you Dave. Due to the efforts of Clyde Vetter, Brad Bischof and
Anders Nilson we also initiated a new Facebook page Hunters in
the Making dedicated to our NAVHDA youth. We are seeing continued participation both of our Facebook pages.
Last but not least, thanks to all our advertisers and sponsors!
Please support them when you can.
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all about

OUR
YOUTH!
By Chris Mokler
Omro, Wisconsin
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A

s the end of August came once
again, it was time for the Kettle
Moraine NAVHDA Chapter’s
Annual Youth Hunt! The day started out
foggy, somewhat similar to last year, but
the skies cleared up much faster! With
promises of temperatures in the 80s, the
day started quickly with a short talk by
the region’s Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources Warden Nick Miofsky. Warden Miofsky covered many
areas of what his job entails, the laws
regarding hunting, but, most importantly, the four rules of gun safety: 1) Know
January 2017

your target and what is beyond, 2) Treat
every gun as if it was loaded, 3) Keep
your fingers off the trigger, and 4) Always point the gun in a safe direction.
Examples of cases he has investigated
were given and how, if these four simple
rules were followed, injuries would not
have occurred.
After the talk by the local warden
had concluded, the youths were divided
into two groups. The first group eagerly
ventured off to a local gun club to shoot
clay pigeons and receive mentoring on
improving their shooting skills from
Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

several volunteers. Each young adult
was given a chance to shoot 50 targets!
Meanwhile, the second group remained at the chapter grounds to hunt
with finished dogs. A short talk about the
NAVHDA testing process was given, and
then the young hunters were paired off
into groups of two to hunt. A mentor for
each hunter stepped up, along with a dog
and dog handler. There were many fine
dogs, most with Utility Prize Is, some
have gone to the Invitational in the recent
past years, one went this year, and at least
three dogs are going in 2017. Three GWPs
15

with call names of Jax, Earnie, and Repo represented
their breed. GSPs named Maggie, Gracey (daughter of
Maggie), and Tessa hit the fields to hunt for the youth.
Endo represented the German Longhaired Pointers, too!
Dogs could be heard barking their displeasure of having
to wait their turn to point for the young hunters!
The kids hit the fields to hunt chukars, with a surprise
rooster pheasant thrown in for fun! Mentors not only made
sure the youths were safe, but gave instruction regarding
what the dogs were doing and why. Each team hunted for
30 to 45 minutes and came back with birds from their successful hunt. After the hunt, kids dressed their game to take
home to cook and eat. Each of the kids were also taught to
clean their guns and did so.
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At lunch time, the two groups switched places and
did what their fellow hunters had done previously. A
lunch was served and tales were shared regarding the
morning activities.
All of these activities were done at no cost to the youth!
The Kettle Moraine NAVHDA Chapter wishes to thank
the NAVHDA International for a donation from the Youth
Events Program fund to assist our chapter in conducting
this Youth Hunt!
Each of the 21 youths went home with stories to tell—
hopefully none of them too tall! The Kettle Moraine Chapter believes the exposure to shooting sports, dogs and dog
hunting is one of our primary goals! We hope to continue
this for many years to come.
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NAVHDA Youth Events Program
Its purpose is to financially support the efforts of NAVHDA members, chapters, Youth Development Committee or Executive Council in developing the next generation of dog enthusiasts, outdoors persons and hunters. Our goal is to remove barriers keeping youths from
experiencing the outdoors, particularly hunting. This, in turn, will foster a lifelong love of the
outdoor heritage and lifestyle as well as the values that NAVHDA represents.
With this goal in mind, the following criteria have been established. All youths prior to
the age of 18 are eligible for financial support to pay for or defray the cost of programs that
directly relate to one or more of the following topics:
• the training and care of the versatile hunting dog
• hunting related activities
• firearms safety, shooting sports, and shooting skills development
• wilderness or outdoor related first aid
• hunting ethics and good sportsmanship principles
• wilderness survival training, map/compass/GPS reading and use
• other topics related to NAVHDA’s mission and principles
These events could include camp programs, youth training days, youth shooting skills classes, NAVHDA chapter youth outdoor events, and youth hunts.
Applying for funds works two ways. One, a chapter may request funds to help run an
event themselves. Two, individual youths may ask a chapter to sponsor them for an event.
In both cases, the application must be submitted by a NAVHDA chapter for consideration by
NAVHDA’s Youth Development Committee. This can be accomplished by sending it to the
NAVHDA Central Office.
The NAVHDA Youth Development Programs’ funding is limited each year. The fund works
as an endowment, with its annual income providing the monies available for use each year.
The hope is that all qualified requests can be met, but until the committee sees how many
applications will come in each year and the amounts requested, they cannot guarantee
funds for all. The application can be found at www.navhda.org under Youth Programs.

LIVING UP TO THE EFFORT, TIME AND TRUST!

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR

The Original
German Shorthair
Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful
versatile hunting partner, developed through a performance based
testing system and breeding program that enhance the overall
conformation set forth by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more about a perfect
blend of trainability, versatility and desire in your next hunting dog.
“Jager “

The Best in Electronic Dog Training Equipment, Sales,
Trades, Repairs, Parts and Great Customer Service!

800-430-2010 www.collarclinic.com

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.
Like us and follow us on Facebook at
North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.

1517 Northern Star Dr. Traverse City MI 49696
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THE
LAST
SHOT

By Brad Varney

Richmond, Maine

W

ednesday, October 26, 2016 will
always be a special day for me
and my German Shorthaired
Pointer Merrymeeting’s Captain Moonshine—Mooney for short.
After getting permission from the landowner, we entered the ten point cover on
Ham Hill in Cambridge, Maine. We had
only ventured about 30 yards when Mooney
got birdy near an apple tree. I moved to the
right of the apple tree, believing if the grouse
flushed wild it would head straight for the
thickest cover. This would put me between it
and the dark growth.
The ground cover was very thick, but I
could hear Mooney’s bell. As the bell made
less and less noise, I knew Mooney was
moving slower, but closer to the grouse.
Suddenly the grouse flushed, but flew to
my left, putting the apple tree between the
two of us. I fired and missed. I think the apple tree absorbed most of the load of 7-1/2s.
I fired a second shot, and, to my surprise, the
grouse folded and dropped like a rock at 30
yards. With all the trees and branches in the
way, I knew I was lucky to make the shot.
Mooney came running to the sound of me
shooting. I gave him the command “dead
bird fetch” with my arm pointing towards
the downed grouse. It took Mooney only a
few seconds to find that grouse and bring it
quickly to me. I praised him and placed the
grouse in my hunting coat.
We hunted southerly for several hundred
yards in a zigzag fashion. As we approached
a cornfield bordered by an old rock wall,
we turned to our right, or westerly. We zig18

zagged till we came to another old rock
wall running North-South. We turned to
the North and headed for an apple orchard.
Since that first grouse, we had not moved
another bird, not even a woodcock. I have
gunned this cover many times since 1975.
Much has changed in those years. The old
orchard has been logged recently, and the
area where we started our hunt was a horse
pasture the first few years I had bird hunted
this cover. I was beginning to think we were
wasting our time, when Mooney got birdy
near a brush pile next to an apple tree.
As I was trying to decide which way I
should approach the brush pile, a grouse
flushed. It surprised me and I rushed the first
shot and missed, but made a good shot on the
second try. This grouse was a little over 30
yards, but dropped like the first grouse. When
I told Mooney “dead bird,” he was already
in the correct area of the grouse. Just like the
first grouse, a fast find and a great retrieve.
After praising Mooney, it was a chore to
make him sit while I put the second grouse
carefully in my game bag. Mooney was eager to get on with the hunt.
As we approached the northern portion
of the orchard, Mooney got real birdy. He
worked hard, but no grouse. I started for my
Jeep when Mooney’s bell went silent. As I
turned around, I saw Mooney on point and
a woodcock flying directly away from us. I
did not shoot as I felt it was too far. I called
Mooney and we walked a logging road a
couple hundred yards to my Jeep.
Next we headed for some covers in the
Wellington area. The first cover produced
Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

nothing, highly unusual for “the milk
can cover.” On the gravel hauling road, a
grouse ran into some small fir trees. I pulled
over to the side of the road, making sure
any logging truck could easily get by. I got
out of the Jeep and loaded my Remington
11-87 shotgun. I opened the back door of
my Jeep and let Mooney out. I directed him
in the direction of the grouse. He quickly
entered the firs and I stood in the road and
listened to Mooney’s bell. It was getting
slowly farther away, and I was thinking, I
will never see this grouse again. Suddenly, I heard the grouse flush. It came across
the hauling road. It was a left to right shot,
quite similar to a station four skeet shot. I
rushed the shot and fired too quick, missing
behind an easy shot. I knew immediately
what I had done wrong. I focused on the
grouse’s head as it went behind the top of
several maple trees. I fired and the grouse
flew about three feet disappearing behind
some dark growth. I could hardly believe I
missed that second shot. I took Mooney for
a dead bird search, but to no avail. Another
grouse just made a former skeet champion
very humble.
The only thing I had to fall back on was
my former mentor and expert grouse hunter
Bud Flint. Bud often said, “The person who
never misses a grouse has not hunted them
long enough!”
Mooney and I hunted several more
covers. We moved a few more grouse,
but no points and no shots. Once a pair of
grouse flushed together, a possible double, if I could see and shoot through trees.
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The opportunities for a double on grouse
is rare. Making that double is very rare.
Late in the afternoon I reversed direction and started back down the logging
road for home. Overall, it was a good day.
Mooney and I had fun. Most birds outwitted us, but we got two grouse. We should
have had one more. If luck was on our
side, we might have scored a true double.
All things considered, a very good day.
As I rounded a bend, two grouse ran
across the gravel road from right to left.
I quickly pulled my Jeep to the far right.
I got out and loaded my twelve gauge.
I opened the back of the Jeep and let
Mooney out. I pointed my arm and told
Mooney, “bird.” He ran to the area where
I last saw the two grouse.
Mooney immediately went on point.
The grouse were probably only a few
yards in front of Mooney, hiding in some
scattered fir and young maple.
I decided my best chance for a shot was
to stay in the road and send Mooney in to
flush the grouse. I gave Mooney a tap on
the head and said, “Birds, get em.” Like
a black jet, Mooney disappeared, and I
immediately heard that familiar sounds of
old thunder wings taking flight.
In 59 years of grouse hunting, I had
never seen anything like the following.
Both grouse flushed simultaneously at
about 15 yards and about 10 yards apart.
The really strange part is they both were
coming back across the road I was standing in.
I shot the grouse on the left as it topped a
fir tree directly in front of me. The bird on
my right had already made it across the road
as my muzzle caught up with it and fired.
Feathers flew and its legs dropped. I
had to take my shotgun from my shoulder
as I was bent to my right as far as I could
turn and bend. I quickly repositioned my
feet and body for a going-away shot if
necessary. The grouse was losing altitude
and headed for a stand of thick firs.
It was near sunset and getting dark. I
knew if that grouse made it to the firs, we
might never recover it. I quickly fired my
third shot, an ounce and one half of #6
shot. Almost immediately, that half dead
grouse began to tower. The grouse was
getting farther away.
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I had seen grouse tower a number of
times before, and, if found, were almost
always dead.
All I could think was I should never
have fired that last shot. Apparently a pellet from that shot hit it in the head and
now it was flying over the firs to an even
more dense stand of cedar.
To a brush worn grouse hunter, making
a double on grouse is equal to shooting a
ten point, two hundred pound buck.
After making a good shot on any trophy, losing it is the last thing any sports
person wants to happen.
After flying, towering, flying or gliding the grouse descended awkwardly
into the cedars about one hundred and
fifty yards away.
I used a tall lone pine about 250 yards
away to help mark the area the grouse
landed.
With Mooney at heel and the sun setting, we started out on a recovery mission. I knew it was a long shot at best.
Thirty yards and I came across an old
skidder trail going downhill—which I
took. Luck was on our side, because, at
the bottom of the hill, the skidder trail
turned towards the area I had last seen
the grouse. The skidder trail was now
more of a moose trail with lots of swale
grass. I was no longer able to see the lone
pine tree. The cedar trees and the skidVersatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

der trail being in lowland obstructed any
view of that lone pine.
I had to use my sense of direction and
some lucky guess work. After walking
about 100 yards along this low trail, I felt
I was near the area the grouse had landed.
I told Mooney, “dead bird find.” Within
a few yards, Mooney entered the cedars
acting very birdy. I could only see part of
Mooney when his bell went silent. Again,
I said, “dead bird find,” a command he
knew. I could see his legs move towards
me and then freeze again. I once again
gave Mooney the dead bird command.
Mooney reached down and picked up a
large beautiful dead grouse, which he
brought to me.
I was so proud of Mooney—I felt like
he was the best dog in the whole world.
I said, “Mooney, I could kiss you.” We
quickly returned to the Jeep, where I took
pictures of Mooney and all four grouse.
The pictures came out, but very dark as
the light was fading fast.
Any time you make a double on grouse
in the Maine woods, it becomes an unforgettable feat. Doing it at 74 years-old,
with the greatest bird dog in the world, is
the ultimate!
Brush Worn Grouse Hunter,
Brad Varney
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ON THE
RIGHT TRACK

Answer by Tom Swezey

Wellington, Colorado

After reading Tom Swezey’s duck search advice in the October 2016 VHD, NAVHDA member and judge Rich Jarosinski
asked Tom to expand on some of the finer points. We share
their conversation in this month’s article.
Do you use different commands for a straight retrieve vs. the duck
search? If so, what are the reasons?
Personally, I use the same ‘Fetch’ command for both a straight
retrieve and a duck search. Dogs read our body language. I believe
they know what the job is by the way we approach it. I start the
duck search the same way every time I send them. It may be in a
different location, but my approach to the water, how I set them up,
and how I send them is the same every time. Sure, I may shoot the
shotgun once in awhile but they know the job by repetition. With
that said, I know many trainers that will use ‘back’ on the blind
retrieve and maybe ‘find it’ for the duck search. I believe the key is
your body language in communicating with out dogs.
Do you use dead ducks for all “land” work and then move to live
ducks with water work?
I use bumpers, dead ducks and live ducks on land and water. The
goal is an expanded search with no quitting. I approach all my
training in increments of increased difficulty: steadiness, retrieving and duck search training all use increments of difficulty.
Do you do land work and the water work at different locations
during the training process?
I use different locations for both land and water work. I think its
very important to use multiple location for all aspects of training. I
have a 30 acre field where I start my training, but the dogs become
conditioned to my field. You need to move locations for both field
and water work to ensure the dogs are not just conditioned to certain locations. A key point when moving to new locations during
20

your training is to back up from the level of difficulty you used in your previous location. Start
at a level of difficulty where your confidence
level is near 100% they will do the job successfully, then increase the difficulty.
What distances do you start out with for searching when starting the land work?
The following advice assumes you have completed your retrieve
training and your dog will retrieve dead or live ducks to hand.
When I start the land duck search I want it to be fun and exciting. There will be plenty of time to increase the difficulty. I use a
live flightless duck to start with. I’ll put the dog on a whoa, walk
out in the field 30 or so yards and set the duck on the ground.
When I return to the dog I stand by his side for 20 seconds so
the dog learns to wait for the command, then I send the dog.
I like training in sets of three: puppy pheasant tracks, utility duck
drags, steadiness sequences, duck searches etc., all revolve around
doing sets of three.
Do you use regular duck hunting as a training exercise to supplement this other training work?
Any time you can take your dog hunting, go and have fun. The
more exposure to hunting the better. Some of my first ‘duck
searches’ have been while pheasant hunting.
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Tom Swezey has been a NAVHDA member since 1987. His first NAVHDA dog, Indian Brook’s Autumn (NAVHDA reg. GS0070), was from Larry and Marie Lawton.
His first litter as a breeder was between
Autumn and DC Hillhavens Hustler in
1992. Tom is a NAVHDA Senior Judge,
and has successfully trained many dogs
through NAVHDA Utility tests and AKC
Master Hunter titles, and several dogs
through the NAVHDA Invitational test.

This has always been the toughest event for my Brittanies. I am
always interested in new duck search training methods.
The NAVHDA Utility duck search can be a challenge for any
breed. My first question to anyone having trouble with the duck
search is always, “Tell me how you do your retrieve training.”
As I said in the first paragraph of my last article, finished retrieve training is the foundation for developing a solid, reliable
duck search. This showed up in spades while I was working
with an Irish Setter show champion to do a Utility duck search.
Here is some advice for anyone having trouble with their
training: listen to the people that have ‘walked the walk.’ I try
to learn from the best trainers I know. It has taken me many
years of listening and trying to become somewhat proficient. I
know who the best trainers are and I still enjoy learning from
them. You are the final filter to see what will work in communicating with your dog.
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A group of knowledgeable judges and trainers has been assembled and are available to answer your questions about training
and testing. The topic will vary each month based on the questions
we receive from our VHD readers. Please send your questions to
the NAVHDA Office at www.navoffice@navhda.org with “On the
Right Track” in the subject line.
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Decisions, Decisions

Ask
Dr. Boyer
By Lisa Boyer, DVM
Loomis, California

One of the hardest decisions an owner can face is determining if it is time to say goodbye to their beloved pet. Unfortunately, our pets’ life spans are much shorter than our own,
and if we choose to have pets, we will ultimately be faced
with dealing with their deaths. I commonly see clients and
patients and am asked to perform a “quality of life” examination to determine if it’s time to consider euthanasia.
Making difficult decisions regarding your pet can be quite
emotional, and it is a good idea to think about your values
and wishes prior to being put in the position of having to
make a life-ending decision for your pet.
What is euthanasia? Euthanasia comes from the Greek language, meaning “good death,” and is the act of painlessly
causing death, usually by a veterinarian-administered intravenous injection of an overdose of an anesthetic agent such
as pentobarbital or sodium thiopental. Although there are
other methods of euthanasia, for the purpose of this article,
I will limit the discussion to this method because it is the
most commonly used. The injected medication causes the
pet to become deeply anesthetized and then usually within
30 seconds, the pet’s heart and breathing stop. Euthanasia
is sometimes referred to as “putting to sleep” because it
appears as if the pet drifts off to sleep during the process.
Isn’t euthanasia cruel or against nature? Most people
have mixed feelings when they are faced with making a decision to euthanize a beloved pet. It feels wrong to make a
life-ending decision for another being, even though we understand that it may be the most humane option. Although
euthanasia artificially ends a life and does not let “nature”
take its course, we have already extended our animals’ lives
through medical care, vaccinations and surgery far beyond
what it would have been if we had relied only upon nature.
Some people will think that they should have done more
prior to euthanasia, but the people who feel this way are
usually the people who have gone the extra mile to provide
exceptional medical care for their pet and who have their
pet’s best welfare in mind. What is far worse is the owner
who refuses to euthanize a suffering pet to avoid feeling
their own loss or for selfish reasons, absent a religious or
moral objection to euthanasia. As a pet owner, you have the
opportunity to give an ill or injured pet a gift — to be able
to pass in a humane manner without undue suffering.
How will I know if it is time to consider euthanasia? There
are many reasons a pet owner might wish to consider euthanasia. The following is a list of reasons when euthanasia
may be warranted:

Dr. Lisa Boyer is an emergency medicine veterinarian who practices
both Western and integrative medicine in California. She breeds, trains,
hunts and shows Wirehaired Pointing Griffons in northern California
Please contact her at getagriffon@gmail.com. She welcomes suggestions for future articles.
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a. A pet is suffering from a terminal illness for which there
is no viable medical or surgical treatment. Euthanasia
may be considered at the time of diagnosis or at the time
when the pet’s quality of life is not reasonable.
b. An animal is suffering from a serious illness with only
a small chance of survival, but he/she will go through
severe stress and pain while treatment is attempted.
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c. A pet has a treatable illness, but the illness requires numerous
medications, laboratory monitoring or hospital stays and the
patient is stressed by the ongoing treatment.
d. A pet has a severe chronic disease that is painful but is not likely to die on its own. Pain medications are not helping the situation and the patient’s quality of life is minimal.
e. Aggression toward people, pets or livestock.
f. Severe behavioral problems that are not amenable to treatment
or training.
g. The pet has a serious injury or illness and the owner does not
have the ability to pay for treatment.
When deciding if it is time, you may wish to consider the amount
of pain your pet is experiencing and whether you can use medication or other modalities such as acupuncture to control the pain
effectively. Your pet needs to be able to eat and drink, keep him/
herself clean, have interest in interacting with family members and
be somewhat mobile. In addition, you may look at the ratio of
“good vs. bad days.” Most of the time, a pet owner knows when
it’s time to make end-of-life decisions.
When is euthanasia not acceptable? There are times when a
client will bring to the veterinarian a healthy pet for euthanasia.
Sometimes, people have to move to a new home and it doesn’t
allow pets. Other times, the responsibility of caring for the pet is
just too much. Also common are those people who know that their
pet is dying or have stipulated in their will for their veterinarian
to euthanize their pets because they wouldn’t be happy with anyone else. In all of these cases, there are alternatives to euthanasia;
asking your veterinarian to euthanize a healthy pet goes against
ethical standards.
Are there times that it is okay to euthanize a healthy pet? In certain circumstances, it may be appropriate to euthanize a physically
healthy animal. For example, if the pet has severe anxiety, behavioral problems or aggressive behavior toward people or other animals, most veterinarians would agree that euthanasia is a viable
alternative. In shelters, healthy pets are unfortunately euthanized
daily due to the lack of available homes.
Do I have other alternatives to euthanasia? As medical treatment
for our pets improves, so do the services available for pets that
have serious illnesses. Treatment alternatives exist for many previously untreatable illnesses and injuries. You should discuss treatment options with your veterinarian. There are veterinarians who
provide hospice care for ailing pets and focus on providing end-oflife care for terminally ill patients. The veterinarians have special
expertise in palliative care and pain management so as to minimize
the pet’s discomfort. Veterinary hospice allows the family time to
say goodbye in a compassionate and caring manner.
I don’t want my pet’s last moments to be at a veterinary hospital.
Are there other options? If you are an established client, your veterinarian might be willing to provide at-home euthanasia services.
In many areas, there are veterinarians who provide house calls for
both medical treatment and euthanasia.
What should I expect from my veterinarian? You should expect
an honest assessment of your pet’s condition, treatment options

January 2017

and prognosis. If you reach a euthanasia decision for one of the
reasons listed above, your veterinarian should respect your choice
and be compassionate when dealing with both your family and
your pet.
Each veterinarian will have a different protocol for euthanasia.
You have the right to ask that your pet be given medication for
sedation prior to euthanasia, especially if your pet is anxious. In
addition, in most circumstances, you have the right to be present
when your pet is euthanized, if you so desire. If you are present,
your veterinarian may wish to place an intravenous catheter to facilitate administration of the medication. This allows you to hold
your pet during the euthanasia process and ensures that your pet
does not feel any unnecessary pain from being stuck with a needle.
Should I be present? What about my children or family? Whether or not to be present with your pet is a personal decision. For
some, it helps provide needed closure. For others, the best memory
of their pet is one when the pet was not ill or injured. There is no
right or wrong decision.
Children are generally able to deal with the loss of a pet. Contrary to popular belief, most children deal better with losing a pet
when it is approached in an open and honest manner. Being present may help facilitate saying goodbye. Euthanasia is not scary
and the choice should be left to the parents who know their child
best, and to the child. Lying to a child about the pet being “lost” or
not explaining the pet’s departure is never a good idea.
Will my pet feel any pain? If you are considering euthanasia, it is
most likely because your pet is ill. The only pain will be that of a
needle stick for the injection or placement of an intravenous catheter. The injection of euthanasia medication provides immediate
and deep sedation so that your pet does not feel anything once the
medication is introduced into the vein.
What happens to my pet’s body? In some cases, you may wish
to take your pet’s body with you for burial. Other people rely on
their veterinarian or local pet funeral service provider to arrange
cremation services for their pet. If you choose cremation services,
you can pick between having your pet cremated with other animals
or a private cremation where you receive your pet’s ashes to either
keep or scatter as you see fit.
Will my other pets be affected? If pets have lived together for a
period of time, it is not uncommon to see depression or a change
in behavior after the loss of a companion. Sometimes a pet will
stop eating, sleep more or seem less interested in interaction. It is
important to provide extra attention and activity for the remaining
pet(s) and to be sensitive to their needs.
How will I cope with the loss? The loss of a pet is no different from
the loss of a human family member. You should allow yourself
time to grieve. Some friends and family may not understand or respect your grief process, but it is important to take care of yourself.
Grief is normal, and it will take time to heal from the loss.
There are many pet-loss support resources available, including
hotlines staffed by specially trained people to help. For a listing of
pet-loss support counselors available by telephone, see:
http://petloss.com/phones.htm.
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Full Circle Fare
By Phil Swain
Lake Oswego, Oregon

Asian Style
Lemon
Pheasant
Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•

2 pheasants
1 large egg thoroughly beaten with 2 tbsp water (more egg as needed)
Asian Seasoning, about 1 tsp
1 cup cornstarch (or more as needed)
3 tbsp peanut oil (or more as needed)

Sauce:
• 1 ½ oz chicken stock (or pheasant stock, see below*)
• 3 oz lemon juice
• 1 chili chopped
• 2 tbsp soy sauce
• 1 tbsp dark brown sugar
• 2 tsp lemon zest
Additional ingredients:
• 1 ½ tsp cornstarch, dissolved in 1 tbsp water
• 2 tsp ginger, minced
• 1 or 2 garlic cloves, minced
• 2 or 3 green onions diagonally sliced
• 2-3 Tbsp coriander (if desired)
• 1 tbsp toasted sesame seeds

Preparation:
Cut the breasts from the pheasants and slice into 2” slices or bite size
chunks. If desired, meat from thighs may also be included and cut
into bite size chunks. Dip the pheasant meat into a bowl of cornstarch, thoroughly coating, shake off excess. Then dip each cornstarch
coated piece in the beaten egg, draining thoroughly, and then redip
into cornstarch leaving a light coating of cornstarch on the pheasant
pieces. Set aside.

Help fellow NAVHDA members eat what we hunt by sending in your
recipes! Email your recipe and photo to the NAVHDA Office at
www.navoffice@navhda.org with “Full Circle Fare” in the subject line.
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Make the sauce:
Combine the chicken stock (or pheasant stock) with the other ingredients (lemon juice, chopped chili, soy sauce, dark brown sugar and
lemon zest) and whisk thoroughly ensuring brown sugar is dissolved.
There may still be pieces of chili and lemon zest floating in sauce
mixture which is OK.

Cooking:
Using a wok, heat the peanut oil over medium heat until hot. (As
you cook, you may need to add more oil. Ensure the added oil is hot
before continuing to cook pheasant.) When hot, add the cornstarch
coated pieces of pheasant in small batches frying and turning until
they are crispy. When crispy, remove from oil onto paper towels to
drain and absorb excess oil. Keep warm. Continue to cook small
batches of pheasant until all pieces are cooked.
When all pheasant is cooked, discard all but about 1 tsp of oil. In
the tsp of oil add the ginger and garlic and stir fry briefly (about
30 seconds, do not burn). Then add the sauce and bring to a boil.
Reduce heat and add cornstarch mixed with water. (This cornstarch
mixture will thicken the sauce.) Bring the sauce back to a boil, then
reduce heat and continue to cook until sauce thickens, 2-3 minutes.
When the sauce is thickened, return the pheasant pieces to the
mixture in the wok and stir fry until the pheasant is reheated and thoroughly coated and glazed with sauce 2-3 minutes. Add green onions,
sesame seeds and coriander, mixing together with the pheasant.
Serve the Lemon Pheasant over Jasmine or Basmati rice with a
green vegetable such as steamed broccoli. Serves 4.
* (After breast and thigh meat are removed, the pheasant carcass
can be put into a heavy pot or dutch oven, covered with water and
simmered for about 1-2 hours or until meat falls from bones. This
pheasant stock can then be strained, if desired, and frozen for future
soup base, or the small amount required for this recipe can be added
to the sauce.)
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CLASSIFIEDS
Got something to sell? Why not advertise with us! We
have online classifieds available through the NAVHDA store
and also magazine classifieds and regular ad sizes. For
more information, go to our website (www.navhda.org)
under “Advertise with Us” for full details.

January 2017

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through
the NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in
the “Pre-Pay VHD Ads” section. All classified
ads are limited to 35 words and price is $35.00
for all categories. Submission deadline for classifieds is the first of the month before the month
of issue. For example: deadline for March issue
is February 1st.

Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org
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THE FORUM
New Canadian Chapter
In Alberta!
The Prairie Vista NAVHDA Chapter is based in
Delburne, Alberta. Their website can be found at:
www.prairievistanavhda.ca
For more information contact:
KENNETH R. MARSH
k_energy@telus.net
780/998-0325
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SUSAN E. CAMERON
susanc.rn@outlook.com
403/916-5053
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I DID A MEARNS QUAIL HUNT IN SOUTHERN ARIZONA IN
DECEMBER. THIS IS MY FOUR-YEAR-OLD WIREHAIRED
POINTING GRIFFON RHEANNA HOLDING A MALE MEARNS
SHE RETRIEVED FOR ME. I WAS NOT SURE I HIT THE BIRD.
IT IS ALWAYS A PLEASANT SURPRISE WHEN YOUR DOG RETRIEVES A BIRD THAT YOU DID NOT KNOW WAS DOWN.

And some other important stuff
you really should think about reading...
Be sure to send in your litter or dog’s registration early. If a dog is
not registered, they will not be allowed to run in any NAVHDA tests.
To all members: please keep your contact and mailing information
up to date. Email the international office at navoffice@navhda.org
with any changes.

Kennel Name Applications
Kennel Name
KEEGAN’S POINT
TOP SHOOTING
SWEETWATER
DIRIGO

Breed Owners
SM
GS
PP
ES

JEFF B. LORENZINI
VASILE M. ZAHARIA
CHRIS AGUILAR
STEPHEN & ELAINE DOAK

These applications for registration of kennel names have been
received by the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written
and submitted to Steve Brodeur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520,
Arlington Hts, IL 60006, on or before February 1, 2017. To obtain
registration forms, write the Registrar at the above address or go to
www.navhda.org.
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The International office is having problems reading many of the
application requests for both registry and membership. Please type
the application or write clearly, as this is very time consuming.
Also, when attaching documents to the International office email for
registrations, please attach a pdf file. Look at what you are attaching before sending, because the office is having problems getting
blank applications, and the attachments are not readable. The files
need to be 8”x11”, and not dark.
Got something to sell? Why not advertise with us! We have online
classifieds available through the NAVHDA store and also magazine
classifieds and regular ad sizes. For more information, go to our website (www.navhda.org) under “Advertise with Us” for full details.
We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training tips
and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum. Please send
them to navoffice@navhda.org.
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BONDING WITH YOUR DOG
IS KEY TO SUCCESS IN THE FIELD
You have a special connection with your dog, whether
hunting or running in a NAVHDA test. You may feel an
overwhelming sense of accomplishment, teamwork and
awe when your sporting dog does something remarkable
in the ﬁeld. You may even have a conversation with your
dog that others seldom hear.
According to veterinarians and animal behaviorists,
people frequently have conversations with animals. This
dynamic relationship forged between humans and animals
is known as the human-animal bond. Since the domestication of the ancestors of today’s dogs thousands of years
ago, humans have realized that positive interaction with
animals can improve their quality of life. Only in the past
40 years has a group of experts begun studying these
relationships and deemed the human-animal bond as
legitimate a factor in human health as diet or exercise.1
“Research about how the human-animal bond beneﬁts
humans1 shows that our dogs add value to our lives physically and mentally,” says Purina Director of Veterinary
Strategy and Programs Kurt Venator, DVM, PhD. “Dogs
help to reduce our blood pressure and cholesterol levels,
while also decreasing loneliness and boosting self-esteem.”
Additionally, the human-animal bond can help your
versatile hunting dog excel in the ﬁeld. By forging a relationship with your dog during training and competition,
you can help him or her further develop into an enthusiastic,
eager-to-please dog.

NUTRITION FOR YOUR VERSATILE HUNTING DOG

J

ust as it’s important to develop a bond with your dog, it’s
also crucial to provide him or her with top-notch nutrition.
“Active dogs beneﬁt from a high-protein/high-fat diet to
fulﬁll their greater caloric needs and the increased protein
metabolism that occurs naturally with exercise,” says Purina
Senior Research Nutritionist Brian Zanghi, PhD. “Increased
fat metabolism and high oxygen capacity help to increase
metabolic activity and generate energy.”
With a nutrient-dense performance food, such as one of
the Purina Pro Plan SPORT Formulas, you do not have to
feed an excessive amount to
keep weight on your sporting
dog. Feeding a nutrient-dense
food allows dogs to eat less
and thus have less volume in
their stomach, which makes
them more comfortable when working.
Visit www.proplansport.com to learn more about the
Purina Pro Plan SPORT Formulas for canine athletes.
January 2017

“Dogs are social beings, so they
yearn to be with you and want to
please you,” Dr. Venator explains.
NAVHDA president and breederowner-handler Dave Trahan of On
Point Kennels in Deerﬁeld, New
Hampshire, says this is true with
his Deutsch Kurzhaars, especially
the late “Tascha” (Tascha von der
Wenge), whom Trahan imported
from Germany in 1996.
“Tascha showed me ﬁrsthand
“Tascha” (Tascha von
the breed’s relentless drive and
der Wenge)
innate desire to please,” Trahan
says. “The way she worked birds was unlike anything I’d
ever seen.”
Trahan, who has professionally trained dogs for hunting
and NAVHDA tests for the past 12 years, believes the Deutsch
Kurzhaar’s temperament is adaptable and amiable, so
ﬁrm training is key to unlocking a dog’s potential. “You
want to ensure stability in a dog so he or she knows when
to turn the hunting switch on and oﬀ,” he says. “The Deutsch
Kurzhaar is a high-energy, get-up-and-go breed, so you
must teach the dog to control that drive.”
Trahan says he prefers his dogs to live in the house to
help maintain their good socialization and obedience skills
and biddable disposition. With this solid foundation and
relationship formation, teamwork should come naturally.
“There’s a misconception that hunting dogs don’t make
good family dogs and vice versa,” he explains. “My dogs
are part of the family because I want them to understand
that we’re partners working together. The bond in the
ﬁeld starts in the home.”
When preparing dogs for tests, aside from their regular
training, Trahan takes them everywhere with him, such
as running errands to the store. Trahan stresses that this
togetherness pays dividends in the ﬁeld.
“When a dog spends a lot of time with you, he or she
becomes comfortable with you,” advises Trahan. “Once
you start making a dog a part of your routine, you’ll create a bond in no time.”
This connection that Trahan describes is exactly the bond
that has drawn humans and animals together for hundreds
of years. There is no doubt that the appeal of the sport
lies in the relationship between you and your dog. ■
1
Friedmann E, Heesook S. The Human–Companion Animal Bond: How Humans
Benefit. Veterinary Clinics of North America: Small Animal Practice. 2009;39(2):
293-326.
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NAVHDA Test Results
FLORIDA PALMETTO
Natural Ability
BONNIE GET YOUR GUN
DD REECE AA LOVER BOY AT RIPTIDE
FOOTHILLS BROWNIE

11/11/2016

2016-0339

Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
GS 8.90 106 II
GW 6.27 108 I
PP 16.93 85 Eval

Owner
DANIEL R PRITCHARD
JOHNNA N KNOX
JAMES T KENNY

GW 9.80 100 III
GS 10.97 108 I
GR 14.10 112 I

ANGELA E JOHNSON
LEE H WOODS
MOLLIE R BEACHAM

TEETH: MISSING 305&405

REECE MYSTIKO PHILADELPHIA FREEDOM
SILVER BULLETS NITRO BLAZE
SOUTHERN FLASH’S RUGER BEAR
TESTES: NEUTERED

Utility Preparatory Test
BLAZE VOM COHANSEY
RIDGEHAVEN’S SALT OF LIFE
WINGSHOT’S SILVER BISMARCK

MAUREEN E ROTH
SALVATORE DICKINSON

11/12/2016
Breed Mo - Yr Pts
GW 3.85 130
GW 2.48 153
VI 2.74 161

2016-0340
Prz
None
III
III

Owner
WILLIAM J SNYDER III
WADE M LARIVIERE
PHILLIP L SILVER

Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
VI 2.58 158 None
WM 6.15 94 None

Owner
MARA D FIZDALE
JO ANN ROGALA

TESTES: NEUTERED

Utility Test
ALDE’S TRUE BLUE
SILBERKINDER INSTANT GRETA-FICATION

PEOPLE SHY IN FIELD,DRAG,BLIND AND ATTRIBUTES TEMP: Sensitive

WOODS AFIRE MURPHY OF LAGNIAPPE
VI 1.99 200 II
JUDGES: JASON T CARTER, ROBERT W GELDER, TIMOTHY A OTTO

FLORIDA PALMETTO

BRYAN IRISH

11/13/2016

2016-0341

Natural Ability
Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
SHRAMKO LIGHTNING ZSOLT
VI 11.90 110 I
Utility Test
Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
CLEAR CREEK’S ARTEMIS
PP 2.40 174 None
TALLULAH REDHEAD
VI 1.86 179 III
THUNDERHILL’S MISS JENNIE
GW 3.50 141 None
JUDGES: JASON T CARTER, ROBERT W GELDER, TIMOTHY A OTTO

LONE STAR

Owner
DANIEL K NEGER
Owner
CHAD W BUMB
MARA D FIZDALE
RICHARD J CIRINCIONE

11/19/2016

2016-0342

Natural Ability
Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
KRISTEN-BRITANNIA-EPIC SWEET AS TUPEOL BIT-O-HONEY WM 12.53 103 II
NERVIE’S HIGH TAIL GUNNER
GS 13.43 112 I

Owner
KRISTINA W WHITWORTH
MICHAEL A NERVIE

TEETH: EXTRA 105

SAGES STORMY LANE
SHARP SHOOTERS ROUGH RIDER

GS 14.23 88 III
GS 13.73 103 II

JIM BUSBY
WILLIAM L SMITH

GS
GS
GS
GS

13.93
12.67
12.67
15.93

ETHAN M PIPPITT
JIM BUSBY
JIM BROWN
SHARON VEEDER

VI

13.63 96

TESTES: NEUTERED

STANDING STONES BIRDS GONE WILD
STANDING STONES JUSTA TRICK
STANDING STONES LITTLE DUCK
WHISPER RIDGE EDELMARKE TICKLE ME PINK

112 I
110 I
112 I
83 None

USED BIRD AT WATER

ZYDECO’S LES BON TEMPS ROUX’LE

III

ASHLEY M UFFMAN

USED BIRD AT WATER

ZYDECO’S WHISKEY BENT
VI 13.63 103 II
JUDGES: JOHN MOFFETT, JACK N CLENDENNY, GREGORY J WEISS

KAREN B VOELKEL

LONE STAR

2016-0343

11/20/2016

Natural Ability
CONCHO MR PEANUT
COTTONWOOD’S ROYAL SIDE BY SIDE
FRIEDELSHEIM’S SPOTTED A MOOSE
OXBOW’S INNER VOODOO

Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
GS 13.47 112 I
GR 13.77 99 II
GS 15.77 110 I
PP 11.67 108 II

Owner
MARTIN H PEDERSEN
KAYLA M SCHEER
CADE M LEWIS
RUDY HELWICK

TEETH: UNDERSHOT

SHARP SHOOTERS BATTLE OF SHILOH
SOONIPI POINT’S BAYOU MACON

I
III

CULLEN FOLEY
CHUCK TIEPELMAN

Utility Test
Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
ATTICUS DEL RIO CONCHO AVE BURLANDO
GS 2.63 190 II
VERMILION CARTER’S BARTOS
VI 4.76 172 III
JUDGES: JOHN MOFFETT, JACK N CLENDENNY, GREGORY J WEISS
Natural Ability
BEAR HUG LA TI DA
BRUEDERSTHAL’S GOODTOWN REBEL
BRUEDERSTHAL’S GUNNER SAMANTHA
FRIEDELSHEIM’S HANK BANDEFF
HIGH STANDARD’S DUKE

Owner
MARK P SANTOS
CINDY MCMORRAN

11/12/2016
Breed Mo - Yr Pts
GR 8.87 92
PP 6.93 92
PP 6.93 112
GS 7.47 96
PP 14.73 94

2016-0344
Prz
II
III
I
III
III

Owner
LONNIE R CARROLL JR
ARTHUR MATTINGLY
ROD DEBIAS
ALEXANDER J BANDEFF
JOSHUA R GIRTEN

GS 15.57 86 None

MARINA B OVTCHARENKO

TEETH: EXTRA 105

LARS-NUSKAZHU DELLE DOPPIETTE
USED BIRD AT WATER

LUMINATE GRAYTSKY VON SILBERWEISS JAGER
SURREY BIRD AZUL
Utility Test
BRUEDERSTHAL’S CHARLES ATLAS

11/13/2016

2016-0345

Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
SP 12.80 104 II
VI 9.63 98 III
GS 4.83 110 I

Owner
CLIFFORD LOWE
BERNADETTE A ALLISON
RANDY G KEEFER

OOZLEFINCH’S UNDAUNTED AIME
GR 13.33 96 III
HOMER R MOBLEY
ORE BANK’S SAUGE GRISE
GR 7.07 97 II
GARY KEPHART
ORE BANK’S SAVOIR FER
GR 7.07 110 I
MARCIA J HOFF
Utility Test
Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
Owner
FIRESIDE’S MOTHER OF PEARL
GR 5.20 189 II
MELANIE TUTTLE
FRIEDELSHEM’S GOOSE CREEK LEXI
GS 3.52 165 III
ANTHONY SAKOWSKI JR
JUDGES: NORMAN R PRIMA, RANDY S KING, JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/11/2016

2016-0346

Natural Ability
Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
BACHMAN BAY’S SONOITA MAGNUS
GW 7.87 112 I
CJ’S KATIE GET YOUR GUN
GS 6.67 101 II
SAGE HACKLE VOM MELROCK SUMMIT
GS 14.47 112 I
SIR BENTLEY BERRY BLAZER OF BRITTANY
BS 14.90 98 III
TGK TOP GUN IMPRESSIVE BUCKSHOT
GS 8.33 96 III
WESLEY JAMES OF GRAMERCY
GS 14.47 90 III
JUDGES: ALAN H MANAS, RUTH A WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/12/2016

2016-0347

Utility Test
Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
BAKSA Z CZARNEGO DWORU
GS 12.57 201 I
FRONTIER MAVERICK DE PLUM CREEK
BS 6.38 201 I
GAIGE DE SAINTE KELLER
BS 5.65 189 III
UP N’ ADAMS ARIA
GS 5.53 201 I
JUDGES: ALAN H MANAS, RUTH A WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/13/2016
Natural Ability
BOONES FARM DARK SMOKE

Owner
RON IZZO
JULIE MISCHKE
JULIE MISCHKE
LAUREN BLYSKO
JULIANNE R WITHAM
FREDDY HICKMAN

Owner
WOJCIECH KOLANO
JAMES CASSARA
NATHAN D REISNER
WOJCIECH KOLANO

2016-0348

Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
PP 8.17 108 II

Owner
MIKE CALVERT

TEETH: MISSING 405

KMK ESSER CHEROKEE V GREIF

GS 12.13 97

II

DICKSIE SPOLAR

BS 15.07 110

I

DON S EVANSON

BITE: BUTTBITE

LUNA DE LA SOURCE D’HANNAHATCHEE
TEETH: UNDERSHOT

MAGIC CITY’S EMMETT VOM PRETTY PRAIRIE
GS 12.63 98 III
SPINFANDEL BAMBINO DI PARADISO
SP 5.67 93 None
SUPREME POINT’S DIAMONDS ARE FOREVER
GR 13.40 110 I
JUDGES: ALAN H MANAS, RUTH A WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

CRAIG LEDOSQUET
VERA E KINCAID
RENEE CARTER

TEXAS

2016-0349

12/09/2016

Natural Ability
Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
Owner
DICK ZIMNI VRCH
SM 10.26 106 I
GREGORY KADESCH
HUCKLEBERRY HEATH NEAL
GR 14.10 105 I
GARY W NEAL
PRINCE’S REMINGTON BEAU RICHARDSON
GS 13.48 110 I
JAMIE N RICHARDSON
Utility Test
Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
Owner
AUX LAKE DUKE
GR 8.08 196 I
LARRY D WOODWARD
AUX LAKE MOLLY
GR 3.36 191 II
LARRY D WOODWARD
DANI VON SOLILO
GS 1.19 162 III
JASON A SUPER
JUDGES: MICHAEL L GARRIOTT, DANIEL G WITTMAN, JOHN MOFFETT

TEXAS
Natural Ability
COTTONWOOD’S BAGS THE LIMIT
LONE PINE’S BOUDREAUX

12/10/2016

2016-0350

Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
GR 14.45 102 III
PP 15.58 94 III

Owner
KURT PARKER
CHAD FAUCHEUX

PP 7.48 110 I
PP 7.48 107 I
SM 14.61 98 III

TAYLOR J ZUMMO
BEN B LEWIS
JIMMY MILLER

GW 9.16 110 I
VI 14.35 99 II
VI 14.35 90 III

ALVER G LEIGHTON
JEFF S MIXON
MARIA BRAUD MD

VI

ASHLEY M UFFMAN

USED BIRD AT WATER

GS 11.97 112
GR 10.27 91

USED BIRD AT WATER

RAPPAHANNOCK

Natural Ability
BARBA BAGNATA BECKETT DI FRANCOLI
CRIMSON N LEA’S FIELD OF POPPIES
MON YOUGH RIVER’ CONRAD
TEETH: PUPPY TEETH

WINCHESTER’S PISTOL PETE II
BS 10.43 110 I
ZYDECO’S BABALUNALUCY DE LA ROUX FOR EDISONIA VI 13.37 82 None
JUDGES: JASON T CARTER, ROBERT W GELDER, TIMOTHY A OTTO

FLORIDA PALMETTO

RAPPAHANNOCK

WM 12.43 82
PP 10.27 101
Breed Mo - Yr Pts
PP 6.35 157

II
II
Prz
None

JILL M PAIGE
MARK D OLCOTT
Owner
MAXIMILIAN A MERRILL

MUTILITED DUCK DURING RETRIEVE

JUDGES: NORMAN R PRIMA, RANDY S KING, JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI

LONE STAR RANGER
LONE STAR’S SADIE TROOPER LEWIS
TIMBER TRAIL’S GILLIGAN
USED BIRD AT WATER

TOP SHELF’S OSWIN BY MY SIDE
ZYDECO’S BLASTIN’ THROUX EVERYTHING
ZYDECO’S FULL SUN
USED BIRD AT WATER

ZYDECO’S LES BON TEMPS ROUX’LE

14.35 94

III

USED BIRD AT WATER

ZYDECO’S PRIVATE SELECTION ROUXBAIYAT
VI 9.55 110 I
JUDGES: MICHAEL L GARRIOTT, DANIEL G WITTMAN, JOHN MOFFETT

TEXAS
Natural Ability
CONCHO’S CENTER STAGE
COTTONWOOD’S HONDO LANE
GRACE VOM HIDDEN CREEK
HIGH WALL’S DECORATED WARRIOR

12/11/2016

MATT L MIXON

2016-0351

Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz
GS 11.87 110 I
GR 14.48 103 II
GS 9.32 112 I
GS 15.42 104 II

Owner
CHAD L WALDEN
SETH B TAYLOR
W BRICE COTTONGAME
JASON B LANDERS

PP 15.61 99 II
GS 13.61 100 III
BF 14.29 46 None

ROBERT P TAYLOR
JEFF R HITT
MARCI L FOWLKES

TEETH: 304 BROKEN

LONE PINE’S BAMA BEAUTY
NO CONFESSIONS
OZARKS COCO
USED BIRD AT WATER

SEA ISLAND APETROTSE HERDER

GR 13.58 90

III

CASEY DOWELL

USED BIRD AT WATER

VELVET EBEN-EZER

SM

8.90

70 None

GREG ADAIR

USED BIRD AT WATER

VON MEISTERN’S GANDER MAGNET
GS 10.68 112 I
CHRISTOPHER P PETRIE
JUDGES: MICHAEL L GARRIOTT, DANIEL G WITTMAN, JOHN MOFFETT
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2017 NAVHDA Testing Calendar
Date

Chapter/Location

Feb 25-26
Feb 25-26
Mar 4-5
Mar 11-12
Mar 17-19
Mar 18-19
Apr 7-8
Apr 8-9
Apr 8-9
Apr 9
Apr 21-23
Apr 22-23
May 5-7
May 20-21
May 20-21
May 20-21
May 26-28
Jun 2-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 10-11
Jun 10-11
Jun 10-11
Jul 15-16
Aug 4-6
Aug 12-13
Aug 19-20
Aug 19-20
Aug 19-20
Aug 19-20
Aug 25-27
Aug 25-27
Aug 26-27
Aug 26-27
Sep 1-3
Sep 2-3
Sep 8-10
Sep 8-10
Sep 9-10
Sep 22-24
Sep 22-24
Sep 23-24
Oct 7-8

Tarheel
Mid South
Lone Star
Florida Palmetto
San Diego
Carolinas
Great Central Valley
Potomac
Inland Empire
Northern California
Wasatch Mountain
Grand Canyon Of Arizona
Willamette Valley
Southern New England
Minnesota
Wisconsin River
Merrimack Valley
Midwest Tri State
Illowa
Shenango
Minnesota
Ontario Grand River
Southern Adirondack
Sebasticook
Central Oregon
Red River Valley
Kettle Moraine
Kettle Moraine
Alaska Yukon
Wisconsin River
Southern Minnesota
Minnesota
Kettle Moraine
Ottawa Valley
Merrimack Valley
Midwest Tri State
Hickory Run
Red River Valley
Southern Adirondack
Minnesota
Shenango
Sebasticook
Minnesota
Central Oregon
Illowa
Southern New England
Illinois

NC
GA
TX
FL
CA
SC
CA
MD
CA
CA
UT
AZ
OR
CT
MN
WI
NH
SD
IA
PA
MN
ON
NY
ME
OR
ND
WI
WI
AK
WI
WI
MN
WI
ON
NH
SD
PA
ND
NY
MN
PA
ME
MN
OR
IA
CT
IL

Test Type

Contact

Telephone

NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UT

Sara Clark
Jeff Lorenzini
Megan Murphy
Danelle Snyder
Kassie Boozel
Fred Rice
Russell Cleland
James Norfleet
Michael Shepherd
Kristi Rogney
Mark Taylor
Jim Carpenter
Nancy Breuner
Joshua Flowers
Denise Kossan
Anne Zeches
Joanna Korte
Anitra Balchan
Michelle Wilbers
Marion Siebert
Deb Letcher
Jan Wolff
Leon Hairie
Marie Wade
Ryan Bales
Steven Buck
Scott Semrad
Michael Corbett
Dori Hollingsworth
Anne Zeches
Monica Redmond
Tammy Hill
David Anderson
Brian Hargreaves
Joanna Korte
Anitra Balchan
George Nichols
Steven Buck
Leon Hairie
Bryan Thomas
Marion Siebert
Marie Wade
Jason Mckinzie
Larry Stone
Bobette Benson
Joshua Flowers
Mark Belew

910/813 0329
404/217 8699
281/989 5933
321/750 7386
619/990 9217
573/819 9542
530/340 5255
703/727 4853
951/757 6933
530/306 1542
801/694 2599
602/397 5759
541/389 6353
845/661 8354
320/358 0183
608/334 5022
603/664 5394
520/235 5541
563/672 3291
412/751 0214
952/994 1459
519/759 1674
518/871 1816
207/778 4868
541/848 7058
701/729 6483
414/614 9810
920/419 0543
907/491 0393
608/334 5022
608/385 9194
218/263 3424
920/360 1040
613/795 7332
603/664 5394
520/235 5541
570/406 6044
701/729 6483
518/871 1816
612/916 3737
412/751 0214
207/778 4868
763/442 7005
541/280 5602
309/337 7708
845/661 8354
224/430 3356

Contact

Telephone

E-mail
prayhopelove@gmail.com
jblbop@att.net
megan-murphy@att.net
dysnyder58@gmail.com
kassieboozel@yahoo.com
fredrice321@gmail.com
russ@motherlodegundogs.com
n2bama@comcast.net
65shep@gmail.com
kristiwr@msn.com
markkevintaylor@hotmail.com
jcarpen323@wildblue.net
nbreuner@yahoo.com
flowersjosh@att.net
rockcreekkennel@wildblue.net
zeches1@charter.net
joannakorte@gmail.com
anitrabalchan@gmail.com
michelle@brushdale.com
sieset@comcast.net
letchers@mchsi.com
vizslat@rogers.com
lhairie@aol.com
uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
ryankbales@gmail.com
bucksmbuck@gmail.com
scsemrad@gmail.com
mfcorbett1951@gmail.com
dori@gci.net
zeches1@charter.net
monicaredmond@live.com
thhill@mchsi.com
dave@andersonhome.org
brian.hargreaves@rogers.com
joannakorte@gmail.com
anitrabalchan@gmail.com
georgenichols3@gmail.com
bucksmbuck@gmail.com
lhairie@aol.com
b-thoma@comcast.net
sieset@comcast.net
uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
mckinzie75@hotmail.com
larrystone@bendbroadband.com
spinoni@louisacomm.net
flowersjosh@att.net
markbelew1@sbcglobal.net

2017 NAVHDA Special Events
Date

Chapter/Location

Event

Jan 27-29
Sep 14-17

Carolinas/Charlotte, NC
Buckeye/Bloomingdale, OH

Annual Meeting NAVHDA Office
Invitational
NAVHDA Office

847/253-6488
847/253-6488

E-mail
navoffice@navhda.org
navoffice@navhda.org

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA Web site at www.navhda.org.
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Seek, Point, & Retrieve
call

844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

As a member of NAVHDA, you want
your versatile dog to do it all. For
20 years, The Pointing Dog Journal
has been helping hunting dog
owners do just that.

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special
$5 savings off our regular subscription
price – so you can get yours for only $21.95
for six issues!

Written by experts for experts
and those who want to be.
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com
to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of
The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.
Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

• 6 great issues a year
• Special e-mail articles of our
Traveling Wingshooter gamebird forecasts
• Access to our exclusive online content
that includes a bulletin board, articles,
and video shooting tips.

