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President’s Message 
By Dave Trahan 
Deerfield, New Hampshire  

Sponsor Support
New members often ask me, “What do our national spon-

sors provide for us?” I am hesitant to reply with just a 
short answer, because they do so much to help us in our 

mission to foster, promote, and improve the versatile hunting dog 
breeds in North America; to conserve game and provide wanted 
and cared for dogs. (See navhda.org for a full and complete de-
scription of our mission.)  

Here are but a few of the things our national sponsors do to 
help NAVHDA:  First of all, they provide extra funds to help run 
the day-to-day operation of our office, which helps make us the 
number one hunting dog organization in the country.  

Some additional things that our sponsors provide:  Purina Pro 
Plan supports every event we have by sending food and other 
products for distribution to participants—they even give items 
at our youth events. Garmin/Tri-Tronics support us at national 
and local events by providing e-collars to raffle as fund-raisers. 

They also provide discount coupons for test events. Ugly Dog 
Hunting supports us at the national events with raffle items. Also, 
Terry and Nancy helped “jump start” NAVHDA’s youth pro-
gram. Our newest sponsor is Dakota 283—producers of vault and 
kennel systems. They will be making a donation to the annual 
events. Even with all that, our sponsors also provide ads for our 
VHD magazine. 

The Ruffed Grouse Society and Pheasants Forever/Quail For-
ever are the leading conservation groups for upland projects 
throughout the United States. From membership dues and special 
events they raise funds to improve upland habitat. Our conser-
vation partners also work with our chapters at youth events to 
educate the youth on the potential and challenges before them, 
and the need to conserve those things we love and cherish.

These are just some of the reasons why we ask that you support 
our sponsors. Besides, they have great products!
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If you want a dog trained right, you do it yourself.

Combine your time, patience

and expertise, with Sport PRO’s 

intuitive, positive-click dial design 

and field-proven technology

to help build a good dog

into an even better gun dog.  
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About The Cover 

LIFE WITH LETA 
MY SERVICE DOG

By Susan Urquhart
Anniston, Alabama
Cover Photo By Philippe Roca

ROCA © 2017
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It was a beautiful fall day. I decided to 
drive to Rosie’s and order a salad, sit 
outside, and people-watch. My closest 

friend, Leta des Vignes Rouges, accompa-
nied me, as always. For the first time ever, 
she refused to step off the black pave-
ment and join me. Growing somewhat 
impatient, I walked over to see what she 
was trying to pick up. I had dropped my 
black credit card, and Leta was not going 
to leave until she retrieved it. Being that 
it was a black card against black asphalt, 
I doubt that I would’ve noticed. A kind 
employee walked out and told me that if 
had she not seen this action with her own 
eyes, she would not have believed it. Leta 
is watching over me—not only in the hunt-
ing field but mitigating my way through 
life. Her eyes on me and mine on hers.

I believe Leta’s breeding is of tre-
mendous asset. Leta is a product of the 
NAVHDA program, where drive, versa-
tility, and train-ability go hand in hand. 
Leta’s dam, Aventure Duchasseur, is a 

second generation Prize I Utility dog, and 
her sire, Cup Cake des Vignes Rouges, is a 
third generation Prize I Utility dog. Leta’s 
grand-dam, Duchasseur Maya, has a Util-
ity Breeder Award. In addition, this pedi-
gree holds five AKC conformation cham-
pions. This is a valuable, though often 
under-asked question. Was I qualified to 
own a dog with such an impressive pedi-
gree from this breeder? Would I be consid-
ered? Could I possibly bring this dog to the 
level of field training that she deserves? I 
have hunted all my life, but this is only the 
second versatile hunting dog I have ever 
owned. The one prior to Leta was Gracie. 
She was a German Wirehaired Pointer. Her 
death came too soon, at the age of two.

It was a long drive that late night from 
Kentucky to Alabama (thank goodness 
my friend Anna rode with me), especial-
ly when we had a whimpering pup crated 
in the back. But once home, I allowed 
Leta to set her own pace for the first few 
weeks. She was somewhat bashful with 

the strange new world in which she found 
herself. I allowed her to familiarize herself 
with its inhabitants, including two cats, 
in her own time. After all, there would 
be a lifetime for affection and play. I felt 
the most important thing was to make her 
feel relaxed and “at home.” Time is a pre-
cious resource, and there doesn’t seem to 
be enough of it, but, the truth is, how you 
invest the minutes and hours you’ve been 
given to spend with “just a dog” can be 
priceless. I now know that is a fact.

Camping as a small child and owning 
my first bird dog, Cindy, an Irish Setter, at 
the age of two, building tree houses, work-
ing dogs, and walking in the woods was 
the basis and foundation for my love of 
nature. The discoveries I made in my mind 
will always be in my heart. Riding on my 
dad’s shoulders at the early age of two and 
three, echoing his words while working 
his bird dogs... “whoa, easy, left, right, 
dead bird,come.” Those are probably the 
only words I knew at that age! My father 

ROCA © 2017

ROCA © 2017
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Bryan and our friend Dave once told me 
how a dog’s love is more than the human 
race deserves. I think about that often. A 
dog doesn’t judge you for what you look 
like, smell like; he can’t talk, but he can 
understand when you are happy, sad, sick, 
worried, afraid, or just in need of comfort. 
“Just my dog” brings out what’s good in 
me and diverts my thoughts away from 
myself and the worry of a bad day—the 
worry of having a seizure and being totally 
alone in a field.

About five years ago I began to lose con-
sciousness. Early one morning in a turkey 
blind I woke up to find that time had passed 
without my being aware of its passage. This 
was a rare occasion, happening only twice 
in that one year. I finally decided to visit a 
doctor and he diagnosed me having a TIA 
(Trans Ischemic Attack). A TIA occurs when 
the brain has a shortage of blood and oxy-
gen. No way…not me! I was only 47, didn’t 
smoke, and maintained a fairly healthy life-
style. However, after further testing it was 
not a TIA. I was having seizures. Hearing 
that word rocked my world. No matter how 
strong my faith is, what now!?

Time passed and I had a new dog, Leta, 
from Kentucky. She took to me quickly 
while keeping others at a distance. She 

was somewhat bashful, but not aggressive 
in any way. At this point I was depending 
on others to drive me places. Leta was 
always in tow. I began to notice that she 
would hunt only at a maximum distance 
of twenty-thirty yards in front, checking 
in often. After some time in the field, she 
refused to leave me. She stopped and just 
stared at me with the Griffon human-like 
eyes. After the stare-down, whining, then 
pawing, I became a little aggravated with 
Leta. This went on for twenty-five min-
utes. I checked to make sure she had no 
injuries, and I found none. As I sat on the 
ground, I noticed a strong copper aura in 
my mouth. Then, in less than fifteen min-
utes, I had a seizure. 

Surely this dog didn’t pick up on the 
copper aura twenty-five minutes before 
me? Two theories are (1) that the dog 
is able to smell minute changes in the 
persons biochemistry, possibly in their 
blood chemistry or (2) that they are able 
to detect fine motor changes impercep-
tible to human eyes. Alerting to an im-
pending seizure is an innate ability in 
some dogs. Leta’s remarkably accurate 
record in alerting me to my seizures 
gave way to trust, respect, and, most of 
all, love. Our intuitive bond between the 

two of us was going to become a power-
ful source of communication. 

OK… what’s next? At the time, I was in 
the middle of training for the natural ability 
test. I love this bird dog far too much to 
give up hunting and testing with her. There-
fore, it became apparent to me that this in-
telligent being could shift her training for 
now toward becoming a service dog. A 
person with training ability can train their 
own dog, find a mentor to guide them, hire 
a professional, or try to obtain a service 
dog through a program. I have researched 
the cost and it ranges from $7,000.00 to 
$25,000.00. I have often witnessed wait 
times up to four years for a service dog. 
To look after a service dog is to accept a 
sacred bond that involves endless hours of 
continuous training. But, wait—Leta had 
become adept at adapting to my seizures 
before I was aware of them, so I decided to 
train Leta as my service dog. I knew I could 
do this if I had a good instructor, and a few 
good mentors. Countless trips to Deland, 
Florida, to work with Classic Service Dog 
Network, became a routine, along with sev-
eral books on the subject. As a side note, 
the instructor had never trained a versatile 
hunting dog as a service dog, but the in-
structor, Jerri, loves her! Jerri often noted 

IN A POSTICTAL STATE, SHORTLY AFTER 
AWAKENING FROM A SEIZURE.
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Leta’s Griffon “human-like” eyes, as she 
would often say.

Training is far harder than I had imag-
ined. After 178.6 hours of training, Leta 
passes her tests with flying colors. For me, 
the PAT (Public Access Test) was the most 
stressful. I feel that it is our duty as service 
dog owners to show near perfect manners 
while out in public. One ill-behaved ser-
vice dog makes it hard on those of us who 
work so hard to achieve the best manners 
a service dog should offer. No training can 
be successful without thinking. I have of-
ten lain awake at night trying to figure out 
ways to accomplish the desired end result, 
trying to figure out what could possibly be 
the mental processes of Leta, what could 
ever obstruct her desires. I study my dog—I 
don’t see how I can otherwise expect her 
best or mine. Leta proved herself when she 
lay quietly on the hospital bed with me, 
time after time.

After completing the necessary work 
to become a official service dog, we went 
back to bird dog training. I located a pa-
tient trainer, Dennis Magouirk at Mountain 
View Plantation. It is a twenty-minute drive 
and Leta knows once I get my vest, whistle, 
and bumpers, it’s time to see Dennis. Over 
the months, she has grown to trust him and 

I am so grateful. I never intended to take 
away what she was born to do. I also hope 
to test in the field soon.

Leta is amazing, with so much to offer. 
She and I are turkey hunting (World Slam 
Holder), deer hunting, pheasant hunting in 
the Dakotas, quail hunting in the south, red 
fishing, shed hunting, and turtle shell hunt-
ing, to include a few. She and I wait expec-
tantly for the falling leaves, the first rains 
of winter and darkening somber landscape 
dripping in damp grass. That is the time 
when we both sparkle like the feathers of 
a wild turkey—when spring turkey season 
is upon us.

Leta also enjoys going to our local jail 
where the faithful Sheriff Wade awaits, al-
lowing us to come in and spread a small 
amount of hope using Leta to “break the 
ice.” It is quite humbling when you discov-
er that some of the inmates have not seen 
a dog in six years. I haven’t been able to 
figure out why, but she is not bashful in 
the jail—as a matter of fact, she enjoys go-
ing. Once we leave the jail, we drive over 
to a local nursing home. Leta loves it and 
enjoys herself. Fairly recently, we took a 
road trip to Tennessee to my grandmother’s 
nursing home residence and they enjoyed 
one another so much!

Thank you to my wonderful family and 
friends for supporting me and never giving 
up. We discover that, often, when we are 
most sure of ourselves, we stumble and fall. 
Sometimes when we appear to be flourish-
ing in our faith, we find ourselves in a situ-
ation of utter frustration and futility. That is 
where I was prior to Leta coming into my 
life. She gives me my ripple of hope.

In closing, I would like to thank Philippe 
Roca for enduring my many calls, asking 
questions upon questions. I would also like 
to thank my father Bryan Burgess, and his 
friend Dave Clemens from whom both the 
physical and emotional “anchor” attached 
to bird dogs was passed to me…one which 
will never leave my heart.

SUSAN AND LETA WERE RECENTLY 
DEPUTIZED FOR THEIR WORK AT THE JAIL.



8 Versatile Hunting Dog  •  www.navhda.org February 2017

I believe we each have our own jewelry box of life. I 
find as I venture through my life’s experiences there 
are diamonds that I treasure and place in my jewelry 

box to bring out from time-to-time. These diamonds are 
my treasured memories. You can take away my posses-
sions such as cars, money, houses and all the other items 
I’ve acquire throughout my life’s journey, but please 
don’t take my memories. Those are the most valuable 
possessions, my precious jewels.

The Diamonds 
Of Life By George DeCosta Jr.

San Ramon, California
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Many of my most prized diamonds are my 
memories of times spent afield with my 
hunting dogs, friends and family. I’d be 
willing to bet many of yours are too. Some 
of my diamonds have been shared with 
others time and time again. These precious 
moments are re-experienced in my mind’s-
eye over and over and each time they give 
me a thrill and warm my heart. 

If I may take a few moments of your 
time, I’d like to share a couple of my dia-
monds with you. I’m hoping that you will 
feel as if you were there, by my side, in the 
fields of bygone times. 

I’ve been hunting with Bruce Collett for 
close to forty years. We’ve shared many 
special moments in the field with our hunt-
ing dogs. In our early twenties I had a Ger-
man Shorthaired Pointer named Cheyenne. 
He was a pheasant-hunting machine. One 
year, way back when, Bruce and I got ac-
cess to a large CRP field in central Califor-
nia. We had never hunted this field and we 
were both excited to give it a go. Bruce had 
brought his old Stevens Double and I had 
my Ithaca 300 O/U. As we unsheathed our 
shotguns, I notice Cheyenne already had 
his nose in the air scenting game. Heck, we 
hadn’t even left the car! This looked to be 
the makings of a splendid day.

Shotguns locked and loaded, vests on, 
water bottles full and our enthusiasm in 
high gear, we released the dog and headed 
into the field. Not fifty yards out Cheyenne 

locked into a solid, stylish point. I went 
in to flush the bird and, in a heartbeat, the 
pounding of wings erupted from the cover 
below. I quickly shouted “HEN” and the 
three of us watched the female pheasant 
glide away into the horizon.  “Hunt ‘em 
up,” was my command and off went Chey-
enne into his search mode once again. 

Within another hundred yards, Cheyenne 
slammed into another striking point, but the 
sound of “HEN” again rang in the air and 
another female pheasant soared into the sky-
line. This became a common scene through-
out the day and by lunch break Cheyenne 
had pointed fourteen hen pheasants and 
zero roosters. I’ll bet you can guess what the 
conversation was during lunch. It was about 

The Diamonds 
Of Life

Cheyenne’s phenomenal performance and 
the sorrowful feeling we both had for him. 
He had worked his stubby little tail off and 
not a shot was heard, or bird retrieved. 

Cheyenne was a marathon hunter. He 
could go all day and wake up the next day 
ready to go again. Before Bruce and I were 
ready to get up from our siesta, Cheyenne 
was up and prancing, letting us know it was 
time to go, daylight was a-wasting. 

Tummies satisfied and shotguns ready, 
we headed back into the field only to have 
the same scenario repeat itself nine times 
over. Yep, if you’re counting, Cheyenne 
had pointed twenty-three pheasants in a 
row, all hens. As we headed towards the car 
feeling badly for our hard-working pup, he 
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Bruce and said, “Nice shooting.” Bruce just smiled and said, 
“There was no way in hell that bird wasn’t going down!” 

Every so often I polish a shine on that diamond and bring 
it out to show friends and new hunting acquaintances. It’s 
usually when Bruce is there to collaborate and relive that 
moment in time by my side.

Speaking of dancing in the field… 
The morning was crisp and cold as my pup Cota and I got 

out of our Jeep and started to ready-up for a bobwhite quail 
hunt in the Oklahoma Badlands. As I looked out into the 
horizon I could see aged windmills and oil pumps standing 
tall in the colorful sunrise. I could also see tall, thick cov-
er. Really thick cover. Having hunted bobwhites in the open 
fields in Kansas in years past, I had discovered why bob-
whites were given the name, Gentlemen Bob. But I wasn’t 
in Kansas anymore. 

Jimmy and Sandy Clark had put together a Hunting Griff 
Fest event and I had taken them up on their gracious invita-
tion. Twenty-one Wirehaired Pointing Griffons from all over 
the United States had shown up for a week of wild quail 
hunting. At this event, I got to put a couple of stunning di-

made game near a large thicket. We watched as he tucked 
his head and smashed through the brush and out of our 
eyesight. Oh boy, I thought to myself, he’s on point some-
where in this dense mess. 

I’m going in, I said to Bruce and busted my way 
through the thickets.  There stood Cheyenne in a half-cir-
cle, rock-solid point. Not three feet from his nose was a 
hunkered down rooster. “Bruce, it’s a rooster.” I whis-
pered, “Please don’t miss this sucker!” As I stepped for-
ward, up from the brush skyrocketed an explosion of color 
and cackling. My Ithaca hit my shoulder and I felt the 
report. Feathers floated in the air and the bird bounced 
to its left. At almost the same moment I heard the report 
from Bruce’s Stevens and more feathers filled the air as 
the pheasant tumbled to the ground. I’m glad there wasn’t 
anyone around because the two of us danced about like a 
couple of high school cheerleaders. Not because of our 
shooting, but because Cheyenne finally got his due. I 
stepped out of the brush and a moment later Cheyenne 
came running back with the beautiful pheasant hang-
ing down from both sides of his mouth. I looked over at 
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amonds into my jewelry box of life, more than that if you 
count all the fun evenings around the campfire singing, 
playing guitar and telling stories. 

On each day of the event we were teamed up with dif-
ferent folks from all around the country. On day two I was 
teamed with George Kline, and Vernon and Leslie Cutler. 
George had brought his dogs Lucy and Zipper down from 
Maryland. Vernon and Leslie had brought their dog Razor 
up from Texas. Bruce and I had traveled from California 
with our pups Gus and Cota. We had come up a week be-
fore the event to hunt on our own, only to be greeted by an 
Oklahoma ice storm. But that didn’t stop us, that’s one of 
the reasons I’ve hunted with Bruce for close to forty years, 
he’s a true hunter. Today would be a different Oklahoma 
hunt. Sunshine on our shoulders with Griffs from complete-
ly different parts of the country, I was looking forward to it.

Boots on the pups, chaps on the hunters and shotguns in 
our arms, together we all headed out into the thick brush.  
Whoever nicknamed bobwhite quail, Gentlemen Bob, 
hasn’t hunted them in the tangled vegetation of Oklahoma! 
The birds were busting out at least fifty yards ahead, well 
before the dogs could get on enough scent to point. Cota 
and I headed off to the side of the group where I had seen a 
couple of quail land and it wasn’t long before Cota located 
one of the birds and froze in place. The bird flushed and I 
dropped it with one shot. The seal was broken; the first bird 
of the day was in the bag. 

It wasn’t long before Cota slammed into another solid 
point. George was to my left; I looked over and pointed at 
Cota. A split second later thunder erupted from the ground 
below. My Beretta 687 O/U hit my shoulder and I watched 
the bird drop to my left. Another bird rocketed to my right 
and the Beretta’s second barrel sounded off. Bird number 
two tumbled head over tail feathers to the ground. I had 
gotten my first Oklahoma double!

I looked back at George and asked if he had dropped any. 
He just laughed and said he hadn’t gotten a shot off. All 
those birds had given him buck fever. I smiled and said, 
“Don’t worry. I’ve been there and done that many times.” 
To my right I saw Cota on her way back with the last bird I 
had dropped. Good girl… I then sent her in the direction of 
the bird that had fallen to my left. She searched her heart out, 

but she couldn’t locate the bird. I called Vernon and Leslie 
over with Razor to help find the bird. Cota, Zipper and Lucy 
were already searching for the downed little Houdini. 

I hate to lose a shot bird. I mean I really hate to lose a shot 
bird. We looked and looked until I started to get some ribbing 
about how no one else had seen the bird drop and was I sure 
I wasn’t imagining my Oklahoma double. But Lucy came 
to the rescue and went on point not two yards from where I 
stood. I looked down and there was the bird not a foot from 
her nose. She’s got it, I yelled. George said fetch and Lucy 
broke point and retrieved the bird. As we headed forward, 
Lucy started hunting in front of Cota and me. I mentioned to 
George that his dog was over by me. He again laughed and 
said, “No worries, she knows who the real hunter is.” (Lucy 
hunted with Cota and me the rest of the day and didn’t go 
back to George until the hunt was over. I loved it!) 

The golden sun was now on the downhill slope towards 
the western horizon so we headed back towards the car. 
All of a sudden I realized I had made a serious blunder. I 
looked over at Leslie and said, “Hey, I forgot to do my dou-
ble dance.” She had the deer in the headlights look on her 
face and said, “Huh?” I explained to her that since I was a 
boy I was told that whenever you got a double on quail you 
had to do a dance to thank the hunting gods for the lucky 
bounty. As I did my quick dance Leslie said, “Oh you’re 
just showing off now.” But as soon as I stopped my dance 
we both saw Cota hit a stylish point to my right (stylish 
for a Griff, anyway). Once again the ground erupted with 
the heart-stopping sound of pounding wings. My Beretta 
sounded off with two shots and to my surprise two birds 
fell from the sky. Cota retrieved one as Lucy retrieved the 
other. To me there’s nothing more beautiful than watching 
a brace of dogs work as a team. As I placed the harvest into 
my game bag I looked over at Leslie with a smile on my 
face. She just laughed and said, “Okay I believe you now.”

That night I was one of the last people to arrive at the 
campfire and as I approached I heard the group shout, “Hey, 
here comes Double, Double DeCosta, the dancing quail 
shooter.” The story had preceded me. 

I placed those last two quail in my freezer wrapped in 
a paper sack to be mounted and placed on the wall. I also 
placed another diamond into my jewelry box of life. 
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The special dogs we are fortunate to own in our lives are the 
ones we never want to forget and let the memories they gave us 
diminish with time. Pictures of these dogs, and occasionally a 
painting, will hang in the home as a reminder of these memories 
produced from  adventures and experiences had when hunting, or 
merely just the companionship experienced in the home. Regard-
less of the foundation of these memories, there always seems to be 
a need for some sort of monument offering a tribute to evoke past 
accounts of this companion and the partnership had during their 
lifespan. Even a grave-site of this friend is eventually forgotten 
and doesn’t give complete closure as time passes. Old roads, old 
dogs, old folks, and old ways still have a lot to offer in this sped-up 
world we live in and often times one doesn’t invest in the memo-
ries given by a special hunting companion.

Many veterinarian clinics now have access to a local crematori-
um and, rather than burying a pet, they can be cremated and stored 
in an urn within the home. My wife LaFaye has now had four dif-
ferent Shih tzus during our marriage that have been her day in and 
day out sidekicks, going everywhere she goes, along with always 
being allowed sleeping quarters on our bed. Two are now deceased 
and in a small urn that rests on the headboard of our bed. She is 
confident that there is still room for two more in the urn when the 
time arrives, as one of our current dogs is already 10 years old and 
the other nine.

I have taken hundreds, and possibly thousands, of pictures of 
my dogs on various hunting excursions, but most of these photo-
graphs don’t represent what that dog had truly meant to me beyond 
those hunts. Pictures seem to catch the moment, but don’t address 
an accurate portrayal of the individual dog photographed. Pictures 
also verify a time and place, but again, they don’t describe the sub-
ject; which is your hunting dog, friend, and companion. My kennel 
facility has over twenty 8 X 10 framed pictures on the inside walls, 
which are mostly of past dogs I have owned that are now deceased. 
I am often finding myself staring at these walls and reminiscing 
about an individual dog and the bliss that dog gave me—from 
hunting, producing fine pups, to just providing an unconstrained 

friendship. Still, they are photographs of only a specific time and 
place with that dog.

Portrait pictures that have been setup with a specific backdrop 
seem to create much more meaningful memories than mere snap-
shots taken in the backyard or during hunting excursions. Espe-
cially that of a new pup where the expectations of delivery seemed 
to be endless. Creating a puppy picture with an established prop 
always seems to have more future meaning, especially after that 
pup has grown and has left you.

One very unique project I undertook several years ago to re-
member one very special dog was to contract a painting that I 
felt only myself and this dog could find ourselves in. I supplied 
the artist with four different pictures. The first was a photo of the 
Bruneau Canyon near the Idaho/Nevada border where I loved to 
chukar hunt. This was a place on the canyon rim that had a vast 
picturesque view looking across to the opposite canyon wall. The 
other three pictures were of Cedarwoods First Offense (aka Tukr) 
who was usually on those chukar hunts in the Bruneau country 
with me. One picture was his puppy picture at eight weeks old 
sight pointing a pigeon, another of him at two years old while on 
point during a training session, and the third was a picture when 
Tukr was 10 and only that of his head. The Bruneau backdrop was 
painted first with several chukar walking and several others taking 
flight. Next the three pictures of my dog added with the picture of 
Tukr’s head larger than the other two. The likeness of the 10 year 
old dog’s head was nearly dead-on perfect.

I liked this concept so well that I recently contracted a local 
artist here in Boise to do a similar portrait of Tukr, but with a wa-
terfowling theme. Jenny Esplin is a local art teacher and previous 
winner of a state duck stamp competition, so I knew she under-
stood the detailed importance of waterfowl paintings. Sunshine 
truly glows within this young instructor. The picture I submitted 
was of Tukr making one of his enormous leaps out over the water 
during a duck shoot at my hunting property along the Boise River. 
This property is a special place that is dear to my heart which we 
properly named “The Swamp” for obvious reasons. In Tukr’s 14 

Personalizing 
The Memory 
Of Your DogBy Bob Farris

Boise, Idaho
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years with me, I rarely left him at home when working or water-
fowling at The Swamp. What I didn’t know about Jenny, however, 
was how masterful she was at actual portrait painting until I saw 
some of the dog portraits she had done in the past. I’m not sure I 
have ever seen the professional detail that Jenny conquers with 
this level of distinction before. Her human portraits are as close in 
likeness to a professional photographer’s picture of the subject as 
I have ever seen.

I supplied Jenny with a backdrop picture of my waterfowl hunt-
ing property’s main pond with Tukr making one of his colossal 
leaps out over the water with decoys in place and with my favorite 
duck blind on the water’s edge in the background. Jenny nailed 
the details of the picture in an oil painting and provided me with 
a near-perfect illustration of how I remember hunting waterfowl 
over the years with this stellar retriever. 

If you are seeking a portrait of your dog in either oil or pencil 
it would be worth your time to explore Jenny’s work. She can be 
reached for consignment painting at: jennylynnoriginals@yahoo.
com  and her work is well worth the investment.

Another great  memory concept was a gift I received from friend 
George Decosta. Knowing how I felt about Tukr and the probable 
memories this dog had given me over the years prompted George 
to have a metal cutout made from a picture of Tukr’s head and 
shoulders. Chris Underwood makes the portraits using a digital 
plasma cutter on sheet metal. Chris’s result created a realistic met-
al portrait in which the artistry and likeness to the original picture 
cannot be articulated, and only appreciated when viewed. 

If there is a special dog in your past, I would strongly propose 
creating a personalized memory that can be forever near you in 
your home to help retrieve the memories of the hunts and compan-
ionship that dog had given you. That special dog is usually the one 
that, when he licked your face, showed his indisputable affection 
while presenting his legitimate fondness—as if all the stars and 
planets overhead were circling with admiration. Now this is the 
dog that deserves more than just a snapshot or photograph as a 
personal memory.
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RuffedGrouse Society.org

JOIN TODAY 1 -888-564-6747

RGS develops this habitat utilizing scientific management
practices, and ruffed grouse, along with a host of  other
species, rely upon young forest habitat for their survival.
Join RGS to create healthy forests for abundant wildlife

and preserve our sporting traditions.

Over 50 Years
of  Conservation

Established in 1961, the
Ruffed Grouse Society
is North America’s
foremost conservation
organization dedicated
to preserving our
sporting traditions by
creating healthy forest
habitat for ruffed

grouse,
American

woodcock and
other forest wildlife.
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The Best in Electronic Dog Training Equipment, Sales, 
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800-430-2010  www.collarclinic.com
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1517 Northern Star Dr. Traverse City MI  49696
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Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful 
versatile hunting partner, developed through a performance based 
testing system and breeding program that enhance the overall 
conformation set forth by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
 Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more about a perfect 
blend of trainability, versatility and desire in your next hunting dog.

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to 
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.

Like us and follow us on Facebook at 
North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR
The Original 
German Shorthair
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By Gene Thornton
Frederica, Delaware

A SURPRISE HUNT 

Though my Dad hunted rabbit, geese, 
and quail, the sport of hunting does 
not interest me unless someone else 

dresses and presents the spoils to me in a 
nice plastic bag ready to pop on the grill.

Nevertheless, I belong to NAVHDA so 
my dog can have fun doing what she was 
born to do—and also because her breeder 
insisted on it. I get a lot out of it, too, be-
cause I enjoy training for every dog sport 
there is. Moreover, I’ve met the very best 
people in NAVHDA, some of my best and 
most loyal friends are in my chapter. 

Here is a memory of an atypical training 
day that paid off in a very satisfying way 
for all of us one beautiful fall day in 2016.

We were working on steadiness to wing 
and shot. My puppy, Dolly, received her 
Prize I NA at the end of August at the Del-
MarVa Chapter test. It was time to add a bit 
of discipline to her great instincts. 

Her first heat season was split, so the 
summer had been taken up with keeping 
her isolated at home. She was at the end of 
it just in time for the NA test. Since then, I 
had been catching up with AKC Rally Obe-
dience where she ultimately earned a blue 
ribbon and a Novice Rally title in mid-Sep-

tember, and four blue ribbons and a Rally 
Advanced title the month after that. 

She also got her Advanced Therapy Dog 
Certification from Paws for People. Other 
than introducing her to the duck search, 
no field work had been done with the pup 
since the NA test at the end of summer.

On this beautiful sunny October day, her 
training was going as expected: she imme-
diately found the planted quail; she stood 
while her co-owner Darlene Mast kicked 
around. At the flush, Dolly wanted to 
chase but training partner Clay restrained 
her by her collar. After the bird was shot, 
Clay released her to retrieve. She flew 

over to where she’d marked bird fall, but 
had trouble braving the thorny thicket in 
whence it lay. 

Gamely trying to find it, Dolly did not 
give up, but was either reluctant to enter 
the thicket or was just too inexperienced 
to know how to get to the bird. Other dogs 
were waiting, and we didn’t have time for 
the pup to work it out for herself, or to give 
up, so Darlene reached in, grabbed the quail 
and gave it to Dolly to carry. Not great, but 
good enough.

Everyone else took their turns while Dol-
ly waited in my truck parked last in line. 
Before we departed, a few dogs were taken 

MELISSA HAMPTON PHOTOGRAPHY © 2017
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to large mound of vine, dead-fall, thorns 
and overgrowth. They went round and 
round, and eventually were pulled back and 
re-kenneled. 

“What’s in there?” I asked, having arrived 
later than the others to the training site.

“We were laying a pheasant track and we 
forgot to pull the flight feathers,” said Ivan, 
Darlene’s husband and owner of the bird. 
“My hen flew in here.”

“Can I let Dolly try?”
“Go get her. Got to warn you, though, 

probably not anything in there anymore for 
her to find.”

I practiced off lead heeling to near the 
thorny mound—many halts were needed 
as Dolly had been watching the other dogs 
intently from her crate: She knew there was 
something exciting about that mound and 
was impatient to get over to it. Soon she re-
alized that the longer she kept forging and 
screwing around by not staying at my left 
side, the longer it would take to get to the 
enticing mound. 

“Break!” I rewarded her only short dis-
tance of good heeling with a release. She 
bounded to the spot in the entwined mound 
where she had seen the other dogs work. 
Then she screeched to a halt. You could al-
most see her thinking out loud, “Oh crap! 
More damn thistles!” 

A bit of displacement behavior then 
ensued while she went over to a nearby 
area of tall grass where she’d watched a 
younger pup locating some thrown quail. 
No joy. Resignedly, she returns to the 
mound of thorns. 

“Yugk, yugk, yugk,” I encouraged her 
urgently with a soft voice, followed by the 
cue, “Get it” when she seemed to be suf-
ficiently excited. (I don’t associate the fi-
nal name of a behavior until the behavior 
is the way I want it to look. Final product 
achieved, I transitioned to the new word…
thus “Heel” is still “With Me,” and “Fetch” 
is still “Get It.”) Dolly went in, and then 
backed out several times, repeating what 
she had done with the quail earlier that 
morning. Uh-oh.

I don’t like to let my dogs practice un-
desirable behavior and was about to call 
her when she worked her way around the 
mound and got a whiff of hen. Her counte-
nance immediately changed and she wrig-
gled and crawled in with a purpose, forget-
ting the digging thorns. The bird moved, 
finally displaying the pink streamer tied to 
its leg earlier that morning.

Dolly crashed deep into the thistle. The 
hen immediately ran out the hole in the 
front. Dolly’s head popped up from the 
center of the mound. She followed the di-
rection of our excited finger-pointing and 
sighted the fast-running bird now about 
100 yards away. She struggled to follow, 
but was forced by thorns to retrace her en-
try and come out the far side. 

“Well, there goes that bird,” sighed Ivan, 
who had been feeding it all summer. (I 
think he had named it already!)

Ivan knows Dolly has six prized dogs 
behind her on her NAVHDA pedigree, and 
he was present for most of her foundation 
NAVHDA training, but he is also of the 

mind that all that prancing around the AKC 
obedience ring with automatic sits upon 
halting can ruin a hunting dog. 

As if to prove him wrong, my demure lit-
tle obedience dog kicked dirt in our faces 
as she launched in the direction from which 
the pink ribbon had long since disappeared. 
We could see from Dolly’s distant silhou-
ette that she had caught up to the bird, and 
was making valiant attempts to grab it. 
As with her previous two duck search at-
tempts, she was too tenuous. 

Then the bird and Dolly—a heartbeat 
between them—were racing back in our 
direction. Before they reached us, the bird 
remembered it could fly. And fly it did—
the pink plastic ribbon floated down to the 
ground in its wake.

The bird sailed right over an ancient and 
rusty wire fence into primordial forest, un-
touched even before 1914 when Delaware 
appointed its first game warden and began 
preserving this particular parcel of some 
4,400 acres of wilderness. Dolly was no 
longer tenuous. She was frantically and 
single-mindedly running the rusty fence 
line. I feared she would try to go over or 
through it and get harmed in the process, 
but I was rooted to the spot where I stood 
due to impending total hip replacement 
surgery. I had already overdone it that day.

Darlene ran for the fence, “Somebody 
get my gun!” (Everyone in the DelMarVa 
Chapter has retriever dog training licens-
es so our dogs can be off leash and we can 
shoot our own pen raised birds on days the 
grounds are set aside for us.) 

MELISSA HAMPTON PHOTOGRAPHY © 2017

QUILLEN’S DARL’N’ DELMARVA DOLL AFIELD 
WITH DARLENE MAST AND GENE THORNTON. 
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LEICA VOM FORSTWEG x FALL BROOK RUN’S VC DUX
Pups Available

Contact Mark Bulvanoski at www.fallbrookrun.com

LEICA VOM FORSTWEG
09-0061 KlM

Height 19 1/2 in, Weight 44 lbs
Whelped January 11, 2009

OFA Good #SMU-114G26F-VPI 
NAVHDA NA Prize I, 112 pts.

UT Prize I, 204 pts.
JGHV VJP Pass, 61

HZP Pass, 190; VGP Pr.1, 301
Breed Show: SG/SG 

(Conformation Very Good, 
Coat Very Good)

 FALL BROOK RUN’S VC DUX
14-GNA-0019

Height 22 1/8 in, Weight 54 lbs
Whelped March 11, 2012

Hips HD-A
NAVHDA NA Prize I, 112 pts.         

UT Prize I, 204 pts.
2015 Invitational Pass 200 pts

Versatile Champion
Breed Show: SG/V 

(Conformation Very Good, 
Coat Excellent)

Please note this E-Litter breeding is a repeat of our C-Litter, 2 years ago when 
10 pups where whelped, and all are doing extremely well. Both dogs have a 
breed typical lovable temperament complemented by a hunt test performance 
history that will seldom be repeated. This is a KlM-GNA approved breeding.

Grabbing her 12-gauge and refilling his 
coffee mug from his thermos, Clay met 
Darlene at the point where the bird crossed 
the fence. He lifted Dolly over safely—she 
was gone in a flash—and carefully handed 
the broken gun to Darlene, who was already 
waiting on the other side.  

“Let’s see what she can do, as long as it 
doesn’t take too long,” was the attitude of 
the makeshift gallery gathering near the 
trucks. This must have been Clay’s thinking 
as well, since he negotiated the wire fence 
without spilling any coffee, but left his ther-
mos behind. He’s wasn’t counting on need-
ing any refills.

“She tracked that bird half-way to Dover 
before it took wing,” Clay told us later with 
a display of pride that comes from watching 
a great dog work a bird, even if it wasn’t his. 

Despite the dry, tangled undergrowth, 
none of us waiting could hear crashing or 
see anything in the black forest for at least 
15  minutes…until….finally…BANG! 
About five minutes later, the duo climbed 
back over the fence, Clay lifting a very 

proud Dolly, a fat pheasant in her mouth.  
She returned the bird to my hand, happy to 
finally be able to pant freely.

Darlene’s face looked well on its way 
to be frozen into a permanent grin. “That 
puppy never gave up. Those leaves were 
so dry…we didn’t think she could possi-
bly still be on that bird’s trail. We would 
stop and listen, and then hear her way up 
in front of us. She brought me the bird, but 
I gave it back to her to carry home.”

Thanks to Dolly’s keen nose and Dar-
lene’s sharp and steady eye, we finished 
the accidental hunt with a tasty pheasant 
on our plates instead of donating it to the 
local fox and hawk population. 

It all just goes to prove that you just 
never know when NAVHDA pedigree, a 
Prize I attitude, and NA pheasant track 
training is going to come in handy to make 
a memorable experience.

Around her smile, days later, Darlene 
summed it all up, “A day like that makes 
all other training days worthwhile.”

PINEVIEW BRACCOs
Bracco Italiano puppies born 1/17/17

Sire:  CH. Branco Compatriota DiBonfini (Enzo)
IABCA-Intl CH, UKC-CH, NAVHDA NA Prize 1, UT Prize 1, BICA-2016 Winners

Dog, Best Stud Dog, Reserve Best in Show and Bella E Bravo

Dam:  Vincenzo’s Tika of Pineview (Tika)
NAVHDA NA 106 points Prize II

4 males, 2 females available - vet checked, shots, wormed, dew 

claws removed, tails docked, health guarantee,  introduced to the 

field, birds, water and broke to gun at 8 weeks

$2500 – reservation deposits now being accepted

For more info contact Jackie at  jlbylsma@hotmail.com
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By Patti Carter
Brunswick, Maine

ON THE 
RIGHT TRACK
Time has flown since I wrote the following article about 15 years 
ago. While looking through a few old training articles a few weeks 
ago, I came across my Training a Reliable Retrieve piece. The 
puppy I refer to in the second paragraph, Tera, is now 15 years 
old, still hunting and happily retrieving. I now own her daugh-
ter Raven, granddaughter Tiza and great granddaughter Gnarly. 
All have gone through this training process starting at around 
three to four months of age, and all are Prize I Utility dogs and 
wonderful hunting companions. What started as an experiment 
with Tera in 2002 turned into part of our training philosophy that 
Blaine and I use for many versatile hunting dogs. My combina-
tion of clicker/reward based training, Dobbs Dogs Seminar, and 
the NAVHDA “Green Book” did the job. It works... This past fall, 
my gray-faced Tera happily did a blind retrieve of a woodcock, 
floating down the Sebasticook Stream, and presented it to me 
proudly. We both smiled!

For as long as I’ve been a member of NAVHDA, we’ve been 
training our dogs to be reliable retrievers. No matter what 
you call it or how you do it, from the beginner to the pro-

fessional, the trained retrieve can be an ominous task. Some dogs 
inherit a love to retrieve, some do not. Some dogs inherit a willing-
ness to please their owners, some do not. 

In 2002, I got a new puppy and wanted to try a different ap-
proach to training. I’d been watching and reading a lot about 
positive training, rewards and the clicker. It intrigued me. I read 
the book, The Clicked Retriever by Lana Mitchell. “The retrieve 
is one of the most difficult skills for most dogs to master in com-
petition obedience. It is difficult because it involves a long series 
of steps that a dog must learn in order to complete the exercise 
successfully. Many trainers are realizing that teaching a complex 
series of behaviors like this is most easily done through the use 
of clicker training.”

About the same time, I attended a dog training seminar by Jim 
and Phyllis Dobbs. Jim talked about starting the retrieving process 

at a younger age before our dogs became opinionated teenagers. 
Waiting for your pup to gain 50 pounds and become full of himself 
makes no sense. Jim demonstrated his retrieve training technique 
by starting with training “hold.” He did not progress to the force 
until the dog fully understood this very important step.

I added this advice to the information I learned from Mitchell’s 
book, and, to top it off, I again read NAVHDA’s Green Book, The 
Training and Care of the Versatile Hunting Dog, by Bodo Win-
terhelt and Ed Bailey. The book says, “all retrieving training for 
all dogs should be force training.” They go on to explain that by 
the word “force” they mean force of will, not abuse in any way. 
They conclude, “force training is the only way to get consistent 
retrieving performance. It is the only way that gives the trainer the 
right to tell the dog to fetch with the certain knowledge that the 
dog will obey.” 

Armed with three different ideas to train the retrieve, Tera and 
I headed to the basement to begin our experiment. Tera was only 
three months old, so training sessions were very short, positive, 
with lots of praise and treats. I chose two commands, one meaning 
to hold and one meaning to drop. I started with a gloved hand as I 
find it easier to manage a squirming puppy as well as treats in the 
beginning stages of hold. Jim Dobbs says it’s simple, just think 
you are teaching the pup, “inside the canines is good and outside 
is bad.” 

I commanded “fetch” as I placed my gloved hand into Tera’s 
mouth. Tera fought the object but I calmly kept the glove inside 
her mouth while repeating “fetch…fetch…fetch.” The moment 
she relaxed with any glimpse of acceptance, I said “drop,” gave 
her a treat and praise. This is very important! My goal was to help 
Tera learn how to get the treat, first by holding, and then by re-
leasing. In a very few short sessions Tera was holding the glove 
quietly, waiting for the release command, and looking for the treat. 

Then it was time to reread the Green Book’s “Retrieving on 
Land” chapter and progress through Step 1 and Step 2 on train-
ing the hold. The written text and pictures explain nicely the 
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progression of hold. My only addition was adding lots of pos-
itive reinforcement by ending each short, 5-10 minute session 
with fun retrieving of Tera’s favorite stuffed toy.  

Working a young pup gives you the luxury of time. Those bat-
tles of will, so much a part of the trained retrieve process, are no 
longer. In just a few months, Tera, willingly and happily, walked 
and carried everything I asked. Tera looked forward to her train-
ing and would happily jump up on the training table and wait 
to work. To thoroughly train the hold I usually give myself two 
months. Then and only then do I progress to the “force” part of 
the trained retrieve. The “force” usually took only 2-3 days to 
complete because Tera understood what I wanted and liked doing 
it. I was amazed!

I am still met with trainers questioning why I do the force so 
young. My answer to them all, “Because it works for me.” Blaine 
and I guide all our puppy owners successfully through the same 
process. Gone forever are the tough force sessions of years gone 
by. I recently hunted in Georgia with Tera’s granddaughter, Tiza, 
at 11 months. Tiza happily retrieved over 50 quail to my hand. Got 
to love her!

Patti Carter is president of the Yankee Chapter. She and her hus-
band, pro-trainer Blaine Carter, live in Brunswick Maine and own 
Merrymeeting Kennels under the supervision of their seven Ger-
man shorthairs. An avid hunter, Patti’s favorite times are pursuing 
grouse, woodcock and ducks with her husband, son, daughter, 
grand-kids and, of course, a pack of GSPs. With all the extra time 
on her hands (not!) Patti also works as a veterinary assistant, paints 
beautiful commissioned canine portraits, writes frequently for VHD, 
and provides counseling for lots of over-eager, worried or confused 
bird dog owners.

A group of knowledgeable judges and trainers has been assem-
bled and are available to answer your questions about training 
and testing. The topic will vary each month based on the questions 
we receive from our VHD readers. Please send your questions to 
the NAVHDA Office at www.navoffice@navhda.org with “On the 
Right Track” in the subject line. 
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By Lisa Boyer, DVM
Loomis, California

Ask
Dr. Boyer

Dr. Lisa Boyer is an emergency medicine veterinarian who practices 
both Western and integrative medicine in California. She breeds, trains, 
hunts and shows Wirehaired Pointing Griffons in northern California 
Please contact her at getagriffon@gmail.com. She welcomes sugges-
tions for future articles.

Baby,
It’s Cold Outside 

As the snow has been falling and the temperature has 
dropped in parts of North America, it’s time to con-
sider the special needs of your hunting partner. Cold, 

wet and windy weather poses unique hunting opportunities 
and challenges for you and your dog. If you take some time 
to properly prepare, your dog will be able to perform well in 
more extreme environments.

Prior to hunting season, I recommend you visit your vet-
erinarian for a pre-season examination to ensure your dog 
is ready for the increased demands of hunting. While most 
people will do this, they may not think a mid-season check 
is important. If you have hunted your dog during the fall, 
your dog may have been exposed to parasites or contaminat-
ed water, may have a subtle orthopedic injury or may have 
a change in health status that you may not notice. A health 
exam, combined with a check for parasites, will help ensure 
that the rest of your hunting season doesn’t get derailed by a 
preventable illness. As a dog ages, this mid-season exam is 
even more important because there are treatment options to 
prevent degenerative joint disease (osteoarthritis) pain that 
often flares with increased physical demand. 

The most significant risk to both people and dogs during 
a winter hunt is hypothermia, which is caused by the body 
losing heat faster than it can be produced. Dogs who are in 
water during winter have a markedly increased risk of de-
veloping hypothermia, and there is still significant risk even 
without water exposure. Protection from hypothermia will 
vary by breed due to differences in fat deposition, energy 
utilization and coat. If you compare a single coated breed 
and a double coated breed of the same age, body condition 
and size, the latter will be more resistant to the effects of 
extreme temperature due to its double coat. The outer coat 
offers protection from water while the undercoat offers an 
additional insulating layer. 

A dog’s normal body temperature is between 99.5 and 
102.5 degrees. The first stages of hypothermia can occur 
when a dog’s temperature drops between 95 and 99 degrees. 
In response to the drop in temperature, a dog will start to 
shiver in an effort to produce heat. If not addressed, hypo-
thermia can quickly become life threatening. If your dog 
starts to shiver, that is a clue that he needs to be warmed up. 
Towel dry your dog and then wrap him in a blanket if possi-
ble. I used to carry “space blankets” in my first aid kit as they 
take very little space. However, more recent research shows 
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that they are not as ideal as previously thought in correcting or 
preventing hypothermia; they do not provide warmth. The space 
blankets prevent evaporative and convective heat loss (forms a 
barrier from the wind), but since heat is also lost in other ways, 
this is not an all-inclusive solution. The benefit of a space blanket 
is it can be used as a signal device or shelter in a survival situa-
tion. Alternative products are available including “thermolite bivy 
sacks” which will provide more warmth for both you and your 
dog. Although they take up a bit more space in a kit, they are a 
better solution to prevent or correct hypothermia. 

If hypothermia goes ignored or is unrecognized, it can progress 
to more serious health issues. As body temperature drops below 95 
degrees, the central nervous system is affected. Muscle stiffness, a 
lack of mental alertness, a decrease in blood pressure and changes 
to the ability to regulate heart rate/rhythm and respiration leads to 
a life-threatening condition, coma and ultimately death. If you sus-
pect your dog’s temperature is falling and see signs of an altered 
mental status, get your dog back to the truck as soon as possible 
and begin rewarming. 

Two other important considerations in cold weather are nutrition 
and dehydration. Research by Purina shows that in cold weather 
a working dog’s caloric need is increased between 25 and 50% 
above regular metabolic need, depending upon the intensity of the 
work. In addition, a dog who is working hard in the cold can easi-
ly dehydrate, so appropriate water breaks are still needed. During 
cold weather hunting you may wish to increase portions or add 
other high calorie alternatives (meats, potatoes, etc.) to increase 
the caloric intake of your hunting partner. 

An additional study by Purina showed that hunting dogs may 
benefit by being fed once a day, in either the evening or early af-
ternoon. This allows for the food to be completely digested prior 
to work. The studies show that dogs hunting on an empty gas-
trointestinal tract can have twice the endurance over those with a 
partially full digestive tract. This means that you have to feed at 
least four hours before hunting. This will ensure that your partner, 
after fully digesting a meal, has sufficient calories to support hunt-
ing. If you wait to feed until the end of a hard hunting day, there 
are those dogs who will not eat due to exhaustion and they would 
rather sleep than eat. Know your dog’s pattern for eating and find 
the feeding regimen that best supports their energy requirements 
and hunting endurance.

A couple final considerations to help your dog combat the cold 
are the use of neoprene vests and protective boots. There are many 
products on the market and this is not the area to skimp on qual-

ity. A good quality neoprene vest for dogs working in water can 
do much to preserve core body temperature. If you use boots, re-
member that dogs do not sweat through the skin and foot pads are 
one of the ways that dogs dissipate heat. Make sure to regularly 
remove the boots to allow the paws to release heat. 

The most important things you can do to keep your dog happy 
and hunting during cold weather is to be alert to signs of distress and 
be prepared to intervene should your dog become too cold during 
a hunt. Combine your increased awareness with preparation for in-
creased caloric need and your dog should stay happy and healthy 
throughout the winter months. That means both you and your part-
ner can participate in many more hunting adventures.
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Kennel Name Applications 

These applications for registration of kennel names have been 
received by the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written 
and submitted to Steve Brodeur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520, 
Arlington Hts, IL 60006, on or before March 1, 2017. To obtain 
registration forms, write the Registrar at the above address or go to 
www.navhda.org. 

Kennel Name	 Breed	 Owners

And some other important stuff 
you really should think about reading... 

Be sure to send in your litter or dog’s registration early. If a dog is 
not registered, they will not be allowed to run in any NAVHDA tests.

To all members: please keep your contact and mailing information 
up to date.  Email the international office at navoffice@navhda.org 
with any changes.

The International office is having problems reading many of the 
application requests for both registry and membership. Please type 
the application or write clearly, as this is very time consuming. 
Also, when attaching documents to the International office email for 
registrations, please attach a pdf file. Look at what you are attach-
ing before sending, because the office is having problems getting 
blank applications, and the attachments are not readable. The files 
need to be 8”x11”, and not dark. 

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training tips 
and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum.  Please send 
them to navoffice@navhda.org.

Photo of the Month

THE FORUM  

Part of the Oxbow J litte
r at seven weeks old

 on a hike with mama!

Submitted by Calvin T. Harpe, Oberlin, Ohio 

DES BATTURES	 GR	 DOMINIC BRISSON 
HIDDEN CREEK	 GS	 JERRY L. SLIFFE
STONE MOUNTAIN	 GS	 JOSHUA S MORRIS
DOGHEAD MTN	 GR	 KEVIN & KIMBERLY WHELAN
PERDIDO BAY	 SM	 JOHN H CALLAHAN

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through 
the NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in 
the “Pre-Pay VHD Ads” section. All classified 
ads are limited to 35 words and price is $35.00 
for all categories. Submission deadline for clas-
sifieds is the first of the month before the month 
of issue. For example: deadline for April issue 
is March 1st.  

Got something to sell? Why not advertise 
with us! We have online classifieds available 
through the NAVHDA store and also maga-
zine classifieds and regular ad sizes.  For more 
information, go to our website (www.navhda.
org) under “Advertise with Us” for full details.
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Venison Kraut Brats

Help fellow NAVHDA members eat what we hunt by sending in your 
recipes! Email your recipe and photo to the NAVHDA Office at 

www.navoffice@navhda.org with “Full Circle Fare” in the subject line. 

Full Circle Fare
By Steve Greger
Oxford, North Carolina  

Having grown up in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, the home of the She-
boygan Bratwurst Days Festival, I’m a life-long fan of brats. In fact, I 
consider them their own food group! A few years back I decided to 
start making them myself and have become very comfortable with the 
sausage making process (insert joke here). My recent move to North 
Carolina has placed me in one of the highest whitetail deer per acre 
areas in the country. Needless to say, I have plenty of venison on hand, 
so I decided to give the following a try. I’m glad I did!
  The recipe below is very flexible depending on how much meat you’d 
like to process. I used round numbers to represent the desired meat to 
fat ratio. Feel free to adjust as you desire.

Ingredients:
•  10 lbs venison
•  4 +/- lbs pork fat (pork belly can be used)
•  Penzeys (penzeys.com) Bratwurst Seasoning - 1 tbsp per pound of 

meat & fat mixed- adjust to taste
•  Sauerkraut - approximately 1 cup, drained, per 10 lbs of sausage 

meat - adjust to taste
•  Natural pork casings (natural is far superior to collagen or other 

artificial casings)

Process:
•  Cut the venison and pork fat into 1 to 1.5 inch cubes.
•  Weigh the meat and fat to ensure the desired ratio. I use between 

80:20 to 75:25 meat to fat. 
•  Equally distribute the meat and fat and prepare to grind. Ensure 

meat/fat and grinder equipment is as cold as possible without freez-
ing - this will facilitate an even grind.

•  Grind all of the meat and fat using the coarsest setting
•  Once all grinding is done, equally distribute the bratwurst seasoning 

and sauerkraut into the meat and mix thoroughly
•  Set up grinder for a medium grind and, if using grinder to stuff sau-

sage, set up stuffing equipment
•  Again, thoroughly mix the seasoning and kraut into the meat and 

then grind a second time.
•  Stuff the medium ground mixture into the natural casings. (If you 

have the equipment, stuffing can be done at the same time as the 
second grind)

•  Squeeze and twist the stuffed sausages into approximately 6 inch links
•  Store and cook as desired. The preferred method of cooking is on a 

charcoal grill, low and slow—don’t let the casing split!
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2017 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date	 Chapter/Location	 Test Type	 Contact	 Telephone	 E-mail
Feb 25-26	 Mid South	 GA	 NA/UPT/UT	 Jeff Lorenzini	 404/217 8699	 jblbop@att.net
Feb 25-26	 Tarheel	 NC	 NA/UPT/UT	 Sara Clark	 910/813 0329	 prayhopelove@gmail.com
Mar 4-5	 Lone Star	 TX	 NA/UPT/UT	 Megan Murphy	 281/989 5933	 megan-murphy@att.net
Mar 11-12	 Florida Palmetto	 FL	 NA/UPT/UT	 Danelle Snyder	 321/750 7386	 dysnyder58@gmail.com
Mar 17-19	 San Diego	 CA	 NA/UPT/UT	 Kassie Boozel	 619/990 9217	 kassieboozel@yahoo.com
Mar 18-19	 Carolinas	 SC	 NA/UPT/UT	 Fred Rice	 573/819 9542	 fredrice321@gmail.com
Mar 25-26	 Rappahannock	 VA	 NA/UPT/UT	 Alyssa Pease	 703/765 5715	 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Apr 7-8	 Great Central Valley	 CA	 NA/UPT/UT	 Russell Cleland	 530/340 5255	 russ@motherlodegundogs.com
Apr 8-9	 Missouri Uplands	 MO	 NA/UPT/UT	 Greggory Dougan	 314/963 9209	 gregg.dougan@experitec.com
Apr 8-9	 Potomac	 MD	 NA/UPT/UT	 James Norfleet	 703/727 4853	 n2bama@comcast.net
Apr 8-9	 Inland Empire	 CA	 NA/UT	 Michael Shepherd	 951/757 6933	 65shep@gmail.com
Apr 9	 Northern California	 CA	 NA/UPT/UT	 Kristi Rogney	 530/306 1542	 kristiwr@msn.com
Apr 21-23	 Wasatch Mountain	 UT	 NA	 Mark Taylor	 801/694 2599	 markkevintaylor@hotmail.com
Apr 22-23	 Grand Canyon Of Arizona	 AZ	 NA/UPT/UT	 Jim Carpenter	 602/397 5759	 jcarpen323@wildblue.net
Apr 29-30	 Zia	 NM	 NA	 Roger Comstock	 505/286 0340	 rogcom1957@gmail.com
May 5-7	 Treasure Valley	 ID	 NA/UPT/UT	 Penny Masar	 208/278 5550	 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
May 5-7	 Willamette Valley	 OR	 NA	 Nancy Breuner	 541/389 6353	 nbreuner@yahoo.com
May 6-7	 Heartland	 NE	 NA/UPT/UT	 Amber Tolzin	 712/249 5585	 atolzin1992@gmail.com
May 6-7	 Chesapeake	 VA	 NA/UPT/UT	 Daphne Gray	 804/493 7354	 windstormgsp@aol.com
May 13	 Appalachian Valley	 OH	 UPT/UT	 Vincent Wehrle	 614/519 8764	 vinw99@yahoo.com
May 20-21	 Minnesota	 MN	 NA	 Denise Kossan	 320/358 0183	 rockcreekkennel@wildblue.net
May 20-21	 Southern Tier Of New York	 NY	 NA/UPT/UT	 Daniel Kremers	 315/420 3764	 dkremers@gmail.com
May 20-21	 Wisconsin River	 WI	 NA/UPT/UT	 Anne Zeches	 608/334 5022	 zeches1@charter.net
May 20-21	 Southern New England	 CT	 NA/UPT/UT	 Joshua Flowers	 845/661 8354	 flowersjosh@att.net
May 20-21	 Keystone	 PA	 NA	 John Wolfe	 610/613 1482	 wolfejohn88@yahoo.com
May 26-28	 Merrimack Valley	 NH	 NA/UPT/UT	 Joanna Korte	 603/664 5394	 joannakorte@gmail.com
Jun 2-4	 Midwest Tri State	 SD	 NA/UPT/UT	 Anitra Balchan	 520/235 5541	 anitrabalchan@gmail.com
Jun 3-4	 Sebasticook	 ME	 NA/UPT/UT	 Marie Wade	 207/778 4868	 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Jun 3-4	 Ontario Grand River	 ON	 NA	 Jan Wolff	 519/759 1674	 vizslat@rogers.com
Jun 3-4	 Minnesota	 MN	 NA/UPT/UT	 Deb Letcher	 952/994 1459	 letchers@mchsi.com
Jun 3-4	 Illowa	 IA	 NA	 Michelle Wilbers	 563/672 3291	 michelle@brushdale.com
Jun 3-4	 Southern Adirondack	 NY	 NA/UPT/UT	 Leon Hairie	 518/871 1816	 lhairie@aol.com
Jun 3-4	 Shenango	 PA	 NA/UPT/UT	 Marion Siebert	 412/751 0214	 sieset@comcast.net
Jun 3-4	 North Central Wisconsin	 WI	 NA/UPT/UT	 Bradley Meer	 715/313 4088	 bradmeer@yahoo.com
Jun 3-4	 North Central Wisconsin	 WI	 NA/UPT/UT	 Bradley Meer	 715/313 4088	 bradmeer@yahoo.com
Jun 3-4	 Treasure Valley	 ID	 NA	 Penny Masar	 208/278 5550	 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
Jun 9-11	 Yankee	 ME	 NA/UPT/UT	 Alexander Runyon	 207/841 0630	 runyon@maine.rr.com
Jun 10-11	 Central Oregon	 OR	 NA	 Ryan Bales	 541/848 7058	 ryankbales@gmail.com
Jun 10-11	 Red River Valley	 ND	 NA	 Steven Buck	 701/729 6483	 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Jun 10-11	 Kettle Moraine	 WI	 NA/UPT/UT	 Scott Semrad	 414/614 9810	 scsemrad@gmail.com
Jun 10-11	 St Croix	 MN	 NA/UPT/UT	 R Carey Mcmillan	 715/234 3044	 info@grousepointkennels.com
Jul 15-16	 Kettle Moraine	 WI	 NA/UPT/UT	 Michael Corbett	 920/419 0543	 mfcorbett1951@gmail.com
Aug 4-6	 Alaska Yukon	 AK	 NA/UPT/UT	 Dori Hollingsworth	 907/491 0393	 dori@gci.net
Aug 5-6	 Heartland	 NE	 NA/UPT/UT	 Shelley Banzhaf	 785/220 0068	 huskersinkansas@hotmail.com
Aug 11-13	 Eastern Quebec	 QC	 NA/UPT/UT	 Étienne Canuel	 418/248 0324	 ecanuel@arpentagecds.com
Aug 12-13	 Wisconsin River	 WI	 NA/UPT/UT	 Anne Zeches	 608/334 5022	 zeches1@charter.net
Aug 12-13	 St Croix	 MN	 NA/UPT/UT	 Ralph Sobkowicz	 218/283 2454	 rsobkowicz@hotmail.com
Aug 18-20	 Minnesota	 MN	 NA/UPT/UT	 Tammy Hill	 218/263 3424	 thhill@mchsi.com
Aug 19-20	 Southern Minnesota	 WI	 NA/UPT/UT	 Monica Redmond	 608/385 9194	 monicaredmond@live.com
Aug 19-20	 Ottawa Valley	 ON	 NA/UPT/UT	 Brian Hargreaves	 613/795 7332	 brian.hargreaves@rogers.com
Aug 19-20	 Kettle Moraine	 WI	 NA/UPT/UT	 David Anderson	 920/360 1040	 dave@andersonhome.org
Aug 19-20	 Central Dakota	 ND	 NA/UPT/UT	 Mary Anne Mckenzie	 701/425 1293	 maryanne.mckenzie@yahoo.com
Aug 25-27	 North Central Wisconsin	 WI	 NA/UPT/UT	 Bradley Meer	 715/313 4088	 bradmeer@yahoo.com
Aug 25-27	 Midwest Tri State	 SD	 NA/UPT/UT	 Anitra Balchan	 520/235 5541	 anitrabalchan@gmail.com
Aug 25-27	 Merrimack Valley	 NH	 NA/UPT/UT	 Joanna Korte	 603/664 5394	 joannakorte@gmail.com
Aug 25-27	 Hudson Valley	 NY	 NA/UPT/UT	 Ann Bagnell	 610/247 1461	 annbagnell@gmail.com
Aug 26-27	 Hickory Run	 PA	 NA/UPT/UT	 George Nichols	 570/406 6044	 georgenichols3@gmail.com
Aug 26-27	 Red River Valley	 ND	 NA/UPT/UT	 Steven Buck	 701/729 6483	 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Sep 1-3	 Southern Adirondack	 NY	 NA/UPT/UT	 Leon Hairie	 518/871 1816	 lhairie@aol.com
Sep 2-4	 New Brunswick	 NB	 NA/UPT/UT	 Paige Pettis	 506/999 4746	 paigepettis@hotmail.com
Sep 2-3	 Minnesota	 MN	 NA/UPT/UT	 Bryan Thomas	 612/916 3737	 b-thoma@comcast.net
Sep 8-10	 Treasure Valley	 ID	 NA/UPT/UT	 Penny Masar	 208/278 5550	 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
Sep 8-10	 Yankee	 ME	 NA/UPT/UT	 Alexander Runyon	 207/841 0630	 runyon@maine.rr.com
Sep 8-10	 Sebasticook	 ME	 NA/UPT/UT	 Marie Wade	 207/778 4868	 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 8-10	 Shenango	 PA	 NA/UPT/UT	 Marion Siebert	 412/751 0214	 sieset@comcast.net
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Date	 Chapter/Location	 Test Type	 Contact	 Telephone	 E-mail
Sep 9-10	 Ontario Grand River	 ON	 NA/UT	 Jan Wolff	 519/759 1674	 vizslat@rogers.com
Sep 9-10	 Minnesota	 MN	 NA	 Jason Mckinzie	 763/442 7005	 mckinzie75@hotmail.com
Sep 22-24	 Illowa	 IA	 NA/UPT/UT	 Bobette Benson	 309/337 7708	 spinoni@louisacomm.net
Sep 22-24	 Central Oregon	 OR	 NA/UPT/UT	 Larry Stone	 541/280 5602	 larrystone@bendbroadband.com
Sep 23-24	 Southern Tier Of New York	 NY	 NA/UPT/UT	 Daniel Kremers	 315/420 3764	 dkremers@gmail.com
Sep 23-24	 Southern New England	 CT	 NA/UPT/UT	 Joshua Flowers	 845/661 8354	 flowersjosh@att.net
Sep 23-24	 Appalachian Valley	 OH	 NA/UPT/UT	 Vincent Wehrle	 614/519 8764	 vinw99@yahoo.com
Oct 7-8	 Illinois	 IL	 NA/UT	 Mark Belew	 224/430 3356	 markbelew1@sbcglobal.net

2017 NAVHDA Special Events

Date	 Chapter/Location	 Event	 Contact	 Telephone	 E-mail
Sep 14-17	 Buckeye/Bloomingdale, OH		  Invitational	 NAVHDA Office	 847/253-6488	 navoffice@navhda.org

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA Web site at www.navhda.org.
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Written by experts for  experts  
and those who want to be. 
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com  
to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of 
The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.
Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

As a member of NAVHDA,  you want  

your versatile dog to do it all. For  

20 years, The Pointing Dog Journal  

has been helping hunting dog

owners do just that.

call 844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

Seek, Point, & Retrieve

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special  
$5 savings off our regular subscription  
price – so you can get yours for only $21.95  
for six issues!

• 6 great issues a year

• Special e-mail articles of our  
Traveling Wingshooter gamebird forecasts

• Access to our exclusive online content  
that includes a bulletin board, articles,  
and video shooting tips.


