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President’s Message

By Dave Trahan
Deerfield, New Hampshire

mane Society are trying to get a lot of legislation enacted.
They (and their “corporate” funding) are hard at work at
the “local level” trying to stop what we love to do!

As a result of their legal maneuvering, I recently spoke at a
couple of hearings. These activists introduced carefully craft-
ed legislation to do away with our state Fish and Game Com-
mission! Such are the things they do (and will do) to prevent
hunting in every state!

As handlers, hunters and conservationists, we need to be
vigilant and keep up on legislative activity. These individuals
and organizations are looking for opportunities that may be
easier for them to accomplish their (misguided) goals. Often,
they use “baby steps.” They start at the local level getting
several towns and cities to pass laws that effect the welfare
of domestic and pet animals. When they have several cities
and towns on board, they go to sympathetic state represen-
tatives and try to get a state legislature to pass similar laws
for everyone. Part of their “mantra” is, “Several towns have
already adopted this ‘common sense’ law, but now it needs to
go state-wide.”

Thankfully, the AKC has been at the forefront to stop some
of these bills that pop up throughout the nation. They have a

In my home state of New Hampshire, PETA and the Hu-
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hotline that can help with legislation issues. The AKC support
team may be contacted at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org.

The AKC recently held an informational conference which
had several speakers highlighting things that passed in certain
states. One case was that citizens were mandated by the town
to feed their dog every 12 hours. This happened because of a
few cases of neglected dogs. It seems like this law-making is
almost always based on an emotional reaction.

Another thing they mention is that this HSUS-PETA move-
ment is trying to get a nation-wide animal cruelty database. If
someone abused an animal and was found guilty, they would be
listed in the national database. We are all against animal cruelty,
however, the real issue is that this sort of legislation is invasive
and creeping in nature. For instance, with this database, breed-
ers would be in violation of the law and guilty of a misdemeanor
if they do not check the database before selling pups to anyone.

These are some of the crazy things they are trying to do. So,
I suggest that we need to set up a network to combat the is-
sue. I would like to see a couple of people in each chapter on
“legislative watch” to look out for these issues in each state.

I have enlisted Martin Gagnon to help organize our own
task force. Please contact him if you are willing to help. Mar-
tin may be reached at griffedautomne@videotron.ca.

UglyDog
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About The Cover

By Mara Fizdale
Lake Wales, Florida
Photos By Nancy Anisfield
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efore I begin, let me set the stage
B for all you life-long dog owners,
handlers and hunters. I was none
of those things. Although I have always
loved animals, for most of my life I never
actually had one. As an adult, I lived and
worked in the city—a “Type A” workahol-
ic. I was either at the office or out of town.
A life and work style that didn’t leave any
room for a pet of any kind—until retire-
ment. And with retirement came the long
awaited DOG! Two dogs, actually. One of
which was a Vizsla rescue named Wheel-
er. We had nine wonderful years before he
passed away. He was everything I thought
a dog should be: sweet, lovable, with a
wiggle butt that never quit, and a passion
for retrieving tennis balls. It took me a year
of missing him before I was ready for my
next Vizsla. In the meantime, I traded the
city for the country and had lots of land for
some serious tennis ball retrieving. That
was the plan.
Never, in my wildest imagination, could
I have predicted a life that included shot-
guns, orange clothes, dead birds and ducks.
Yet, here I am—a NAVHDA member and
dog handler.
I couldn’t find a Vizsla to rescue. I had
been searching Petfinder and local shelters
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with no luck. So I began contacting breed-
ers looking for re-homes. Which was how
I met Jim and Linda Busch. Actually, just
Linda (Jim doesn’t do computers). We be-
gan an e-mail friendship through the win-
ter of my search and, when spring came
without a Vizsla for me to rescue, I gave
up and got on a list for one of the Buschs’
puppies; not really understanding that they
were breeders of highly successful field
trial dogs—or even what that meant. To
their credit, and my everlasting gratitude,
they didn’t care that I knew nothing about
the bird part of a bird dog. They knew I
would give a puppy a great home and that
was all that mattered.

I had first pick male—with no idea how
to pick. So, I asked Jim Busch to choose
for me. I watched as Jim took the male
puppies out and dangled a pheasant wing
from a string in front of each one. Three of
the pups paid no attention, preferring Jim’s

6

shoes. But one turned, followed the wing
and actually pointed. And, so, Jim uttered
those fateful words that would change my
life, “Mara, that’s your puppy.”

Jim and Linda were the start of my village.

I came home with my red, wrin-
kled-faced sweet Vizsla and named him
Claude. He would have couch privileges
and all the tennis balls he wanted. That
was the plan. Until the second member
of my village, Dee Chuisano, suggested I
bring my puppy over to her house to see if
he liked birds. Dee, a Vizsla breeder and
dog trainer with many Master Hunter ti-
tles to her credit, knew of Jim and Linda
Busch, was familiar with dogs in Claude’s
pedigree, and was curious about my pup-
py- And she had pigeons. Lots of them. In
a big coop.

My puppy loved pigeons! At 12 weeks
old, he bellied up to the coop. Birds flew,
wings flapped. Claude was in his element!
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Dee planted a couple birds—Claude
pointed, steady on her check-cord. And
when Dee put her bird bag up in a tree,
Claude climbed the tree. Everyone said
he had a bright future as a bird dog. I was
very proud—totally clueless—but proud
nonetheless.

And so Dee introduced the concept of
training—as in bird dog training. Which
led to John Boyles, who made it clear
he preferred to train dogs, not people.
Dogs were easier. An insult which made
me more determined to learn how to do
it, whatever “it” was. Of the two of us,
Claude was the faster learner. I could get
so enthralled watching Claude work, that
I’d forget to blow the whistle. Or I’d whis-
tle the wrong tweet. Or I’d forget to shoot
my blank gun. Or I couldn’t make the bird
fly. Or I’d say “good boy” when he hadn’t
been good—proving John’s point. But,
whether he wanted to be or not, John was
in my village.

To be honest, killing an innocent bird so
my dog could have fun was initially dis-
tasteful. But I got over it. Sort of. But the
idea that I actually had to take the dead bird
(which was actually often still alive and
flapping) from my dog’s mouth was truly
awful. I needed a bigger village. I needed
to meet Diane Bliss, my role model. A city
gal who moved to the country; a former
executive, familiar with board rooms, and
proud Vizsla mom who handled those dead
birds bare-handed! Watching her, I vowed
to do the same—while wearing gloves.

Diane led me to Ted McEachron and the
village that is the Southern Adirondack
Chapter of NAVHDA, a group of people
who come together to make everyone and
every dog better. Thanks to Ted’s connec-
tions as a beloved son of the community
and respected trainer and breeder of spot-
ted dogs—a.k.a. GSPs—we were welcome
on a variety of private lands, opening up
a world of opportunities (some would
call them problems) to expand our skills.
Thankfully, Ted was a walking (sometimes
limping) encyclopedia of how to do it. And
then how to do it better. And NAVHDA
gave me and Claude a lot of new skills
to learn. Among them, the search for that
elusive duck. Claude took to the water...
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well, like a duck! Me, not so much. By
the time I met Ted, I had pretty much
mastered the whistle. But the shotgun?
The sequence of dance steps it takes to do
the proper ‘steady by the blind’? Let’s be
honest, here: there was no part of this en-
deavor that came naturally to me. But the
SAC NAVHDA chapter created a village
that was both figurative and literal. Even
with the frustrations of training, I was able
to appreciate the spectacular grounds that
are the Dutch River Club. Three hundred
acres in Salem, New York. Three hundred
acres dedicated to hunting and fishing and
shooting. A spectacular hide-away for
those of you who actually hunt and fish
and shoot. For me and Claude, it is the site
of our first duck search and the home of
our water testing. I apologize for having
disturbed the peaceful calm of this spe-
cial land with shouts of “CLAUDE” and

“COME” accompanied by fruitless whis-
tles as he chased an elusive diving duck.
It is here that, in desperation, I learned to
mimic Ted’s baritone when calling Claude.
And learned to look happy when Claude
brought back an unshot duck. The ponds at
Dutch River are so beautiful and inviting
that no dog can resist. HEELING to the
edge of these waters? Are you kidding???
Since success was a long-time coming, the
saving grace was being able to enjoy this
amazing slice of heaven. Thank you Dutch
River Club. You are truly special! (Don’t
take my word for it—Google them.)

And then came our first NAVHDA test
day. Testing all the skills a versatile dog
needs to master, and all the handling know-
how it takes to be a real team. I knew Ted
would handle Claude far better than I. With
Ted, I knew Claude’s talent would not be
overshadowed by handler errors. So, I suc-

cumbed to a mother’s pride of child, and
asked Ted to please run my boy in his first
Utility test. I would watch from the side-
lines. It would be a learning experience for
me. I could cheer them on. No pressure. No
fear of brain freeze. It was ok to let Ted have
all the fun. WAIT A MINUTE! Fun? Did I
just call it fun??? When did knowing what
to do and how to do it become fun? When
did I become confident enough to think a
test would be fun? When did I become a
handler??? It must’ve been in that moment,
as I watched Ted and Claude head out in
the field without me, that I knew. I was the
product of a village. A village of people,
many of whom don’t even know one an-
other. But each gave me something to give
my dog. A skill. An insight. An encouraging
word. Be it field or pond, rain or shine, good
luck or bad, perfection or screw-up, I was a
NAVHDA handler. /1



ON THE

RIGHT TRACK

My dog’s nose isn’t usually on the ground

® when he does a Utility Retrieve by Drag, and
I’'m worried his nose score will be affected...

® My dog often has a loose grip on the duck
and usually needs to “reposition” the duck
on the way back...My dog saw the judge at
the end of the drag, got scared, and ran back
without picking up the duck...

Everyone knows that “Use of Nose” is a

prominent category on the scorecard for ev-

® cry NAVHDA test, having the highest Index

Number (multiplier) of 6. Many people are

® surprised to learn, however, that “Use of

Nose” is not scored in the Retrieve by Drag

portion of the Utility Test. Why? You’ve got one judge, and
maybe an apprentice judge, with big smelly boots (sorry!) drag-
ging a fat, dead duck, pheasant, or piece of furred game, laying
what many people refer to as a “highway of scent” out to where
the game is ultimately placed. Thus, the drag is not a sensitive
test of Nose—any reasonably well-bred dog ought to have no
difficulty scenting the drag. Problems with Nose are much more

8 Versatile Hunting Dog

By Tim Otto
Flemington, New Jersey

likely to be apparent in more sensitive situations, like scenting
a small bird in a large field either during a search or on a re-
trieve where the bird went down in cover, or when following
the scent of a duck on water. Basically, from a Nose perspec-
tive, the drag is among the easiest things any of our dogs will
ever have to do.

If the Retrieve by Drag doesn’t test nose, what does it test?
If you take a close look at the Utility scorecard, you see there’s
only three places judges can put a score: Desire, Cooperation,
and Obedience. We all know the old adage, “Desire takes your
dog out, Cooperation is your dog picking up the game and turn-
ing around to come back, and Obedience is the finished deliv-
ery.” So, basically it’s nothing more than a long retrieve. With

¢ www.navhda.org March 2017



this in mind, the surefire way to be successful in the Retrieve
by Drag is to have a very strong foundation in retrieve training.
You may assume that this is not a whole lot different than the
elements in Retrieve of Shot Bird in the Field sequence, and
you’d be mostly right, but the Retrieve by Drag adds a cou-
ple of important extra elements over and above the Retrieve
of Shot Bird. The two main differences are pretty obvious: in
the Drag, the game is placed out of sight of the handler and is
much farther away than any shot bird in the field sequence. One
important thing that the Retrieve by Drag tests is what your dog
will do when he/she knows you can’t see what’s going on. And
what can that be? Burying it, peeing on it, playing with it, or
willfully leaving or mutilating it. This will obviously hurt your

March 2017 Versatile Hunting Dog

score. Equally, often the dog may stop to pee or “reposition”
the game 15 yards from the handler. Don’t fool yourself—the
dog picked that game up and carried it back, what, 120 yards,
and now it has to reposition it? Probably not. And did your
dog really need to pee 10 yards away? If so, that was a handler
error—always get your dog to empty its bladder just before the
drag. Most likely, under either scenario, your dog is telling you
one thing: it doesn’t really want to come deliver that bird just
now, thank you. As you train, do not let your dog get away with
these things—ever.

Another important factor to remember is that, at the end of
the drag, one or two people are hiding behind a tree or in some
bushes, and, occasionally, the fast moving dog will pass the

www.navhda.org 9




game and see those people. You have to train for this so your
dog doesn’t get spooked. I always urge people to have their
first drag quite short, let the dog watch the person dragging
the game, and have that person stand 15-20 yards past the drop
point. As you progress in your training toward the “real” drag
(100-200 yds), occasionally have your helper lean against a tree
or otherwise be visible at the end of the drag. Whether visible
or not, this helper should never scold, yell at, or surprise your
dog for misbehaving—but it is helpful if you both have a two-
way radio. This way your helper can tell you quietly if your dog
is misbehaving and you can get in a correction by yelling “NO,
FETCH” and using your e-collar if necessary. /¥

A group of knowledgeable judges and trainers has been as-
sembled and are available to answer your questions about
training and testing. The topic will vary each month based on
the questions we receive from our VHD readers. Please send
your questions to the NAVHDA Office at www.navoffice@
navhda.org with “On the Right Track” in the subject line.

10 Versatile Hunting Dog ¢ www.navhda.org
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One Reason For The
Utility Retrieve By Drag

By Rob Menotti
Clinton, New York

the Utility drag track as the last testing sequence of the

day. I have frequently heard it referred to as the “dread-
ed drag” by several handlers. What does the dog do out of
sight of the handler? I have seen the wheels come off at this
point despite an otherwise good Utility test: the dog mutilates
the game, buries it, urinates on it or returns without it among
other undesirable by products that demonstrate little obedi-
ence or cooperation. Basically the dog must go out and return
to hand game that is fit for the table. How does this translate
to what actually happens in the game field?

I was recently on a South Carolina plantation quail hunt
when I found out the answer to the question. My three-
year-old German wirehaired pointer, Dark Star’s Case Cad-
dis, was searching the pine savannah fields on the edge of a
large, densely covered Low Country swamp when she went
on point. In addition to quail, the plantation likes to release
pheasant for variety. Case produced a large rooster pheasant
that dropped and ran into the swamp at the shot. Upon re-
lease, Case disappeared into cover with her nose down on
track for the blind retrieve. I did not hear her bell for nearly
ten minutes until she finally returned with the live pheasant
which she presented to my hand.

I can only imagine how far she tracked that bird and un-
der what conditions, but she did and returned with game
that was fit for the table. I have frequently trained my dogs
on the drag track using seasonal game: squirrels, rabbits,
woodchucks and game birds of all sorts. It is reassuring to
know that the versatile dogs that go through the NAVHDA
training system will do this type of work. Sometimes it is
really necessary. /¥

The Southern Tier Of New York Chapter usually saves
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uail hunting in Alabama,

I caught myself doing

something I vowed I’d
neverxo: stuffing a bird I’d just
shot into my game vest without
taking a moment to really look
at it and appreciate it. My reason
for taking that vow is twofold:
One, good hunters never take
the taking of game for granted.
Two, because every pheasant or
quail or grouse or woodcock is
different, each offering some little
— or big — note of individuality.
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Pheasant hunting offers up what we called “armadillo” birds
— pheasants humped over, looking like they have iridescent ar-
mor, scooting into the brush as if they really believe we can’t see
them, reminding us of armadillos down south. Some pheasants’
movements stick in the mind, their jumpy head twitches, rigid
bodies on blurred legs, eyeballs swiveling between pointing dog
and tall-standing hunter. It’s always worth a few extra moments
loading a downed rooster into a game vest to ponder a bird with
stumpy tail feathers or another with an oddly thick ring of white
neck feathers.

Most amazing about pheasants are those feathers — the colors
and patterns. Many of us eventually take their beauty for granted.
Up close or in the hand, it seems absurd that we sometimes can’t
see a rooster on the ground just a few feet away. It’s true, though,

Versatile Hunting Dog

that nestled in the brush, he’s got some of the best camo around
when his vivid blues and purples magically play into the multi-
color light reflected by the burnished edges of corn or late season
junipers. Hens’ camouflage is just as good, with its light and dark
mottling vanishing into the world of tan leaves and brown mud.
Mandatory for ruffed grouse hunters is stopping to spread a
magnificent tail fan not just to identify sex by whether or not
the dark band is broken, but to imagine what those tail feathers
look like in flight, helping to hold the bird aloft and directing its
swooping acceleration. A woodcock in hand demands examina-
tion — length of the bill (sex), width of the outermost wing feath-
ers (sex), bands and mottling on other wing feathers (maturity).
Then there are the sounds. Bobwhites throw their recalls like
ventriloquists. Whistling woodcock wings are often quicker to

e www.navhda.org March 2017
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detect than the sight of the stubby brown bird flushing through
thick trees. And pheasants? Not just the classic rooster cackle,
but the slapping rush of wings or the scrabbly sound of spurred
feet racing across brittle cattail stalks.

Speaking of feet, across from my desk two dried woodcock
feet hang on my bulletin board and a huge goose foot dangles
from a cord over a lamp. Feathers and tail fans sprout on all the
shelves of my bookcase alongside a small turtle shell, a coyote
jaw, some moose teeth and a rattlesnake rattle.

The Greek philosopher Heraclitus said, “Men who wish to
know about the world must learn about it in its particular de-
tails.” The body parts I’m looking at aren’t souvenirs or trophies.
They are the bearers of detailed information I have the privilege
of accessing via my time in the field. /¥*
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By Joanna Korte
Strafford, New Hampshire

ave you ever wondered how we end up with
che combination of test types and the number of
dogs run each day at the test weekends? Have
you wondered why on some days 10 dogs are run, while

on other days only 6 are tested? Have you wondered
why you didn’t get the test day that you requested?

'E\'IV‘P}
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Maximum Number of Dogs per Judging Team

Some of you have been asked to move to a different test
day, even after you have been given your running day.
Wonder why?

No, it’s not due to the fancy of the Judges or the Test
Secretary. The answer is all about NAVHDA'’s Test Ca-
pacity Chart. The test capacity chart can be found on
NAVHDA’s website. Much of the information in this
article is from page 4 of the NAVHDA Test Secretary
Information Packet. This chart dictates the number of
dogs that may be tested in one day by a judging team.
This has been established to assist chapters in the plan-
ning of their tests. Once the chapter Test Secretary has
submitted the requested test days to the NAVHDA Test
Director, the NAVHDA office will send the notice of ap-
proval to the Chapter Test Secretary. “Extra capacity is

NA & UPT UPT & UT UT & NA
10 o 7 0 6 o
9 0 6 1 5 1
8 1 5 2 4 2
7 2 4 2 3 3
6 2 3 3 3 4
5 3 2 4 2 5
4 4 1 5 2 6
3 4 0 6 1 7
2 5 1 8
1 6 0 9
0 7 0 10

granted to chapters with a history of successful tests run

on the grounds that they are experienced with and that lend them-
selves to efficient operations.” The Merrimack Valley Chapter typ-
ically receives an approval for the MAXIMUM number of dogs as
described in the lower table of the NAVHDA Test Capacity Chart.

The Test Capacity Chart is based on the amount of time to min-
imally run a test of a certain type. For instance, a Utility Test (UT)
or a Utility Preparatory Test (UPT) takes at least 1.75 hours (if we
were to add up the time it takes one dog to go through each section
of the Ultility Test consecutively) to run. This amount of time allows
for the planting of birds in the field, the placing of a duck in the pond
for the search portion of the test, as well as the time needed for the
Judges discussion. A Natural Ability test (NA) takes an hour to run
at a minimal.

There are a lot of factors that ‘factor’ into the time it takes in
running a test; including the number of apprentices judging the
test, whether there is a female in heat testing, and even the weather
conditions. These factors may add time to each portion of the test.
Therefore, it is imperative that we abide by the test capacity chart
in planning the test.

When conducting three types of tests with one judging team, UPT
dogs are considered to be UT dogs in your calculations of the num-
ber of dogs, which can be run (Use UT and NA table).

March 2017 Versatile Hunting Dog

Looking at the test capacity chart, we see that if we run 10 NA
dogs on one day we cannot run any dogs in either UPT or UT. If
we have six UT dogs on one day, that would be a full test. So, the
combinations above are what the Test Secretary has to work with in
planning the test along with the Director of Testing.

The system works, as it allows the right amount of time for the
testing of each dog, based upon the types of test each dog has en-
tered. Running orders are chosen randomly, three to four days pri-
or to the test except for a couple of exceptions. When a handler is
handling more than one dog in a group, the dogs do not run back-
to-back. As The NAVHDA Test Secretary Information Packet says,
“The dogs can take it, the handler usually cannot.” The other excep-
tion is that females in season must run last each day.

Every test secretary dreads the times when people’s requests can-
not be met or an entry cannot be accepted into a test due to the num-
ber and types of tests previously entered. There is a lot of juggling of
entries behind the scenes prior to the test day. We have even added
a second test (and the extra set of judges) to a test weekend to help
fit everyone into a test.

I hope this has helped explain the test capacity chart to you and
has helped you to know that, even though we try to accommodate
everyone, the test capacity chart dictates the final test entry numbers.

www.navhda.org
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Hypothyroidism
The Ins And Outs
Of Diagnosis And Treatment

hen I was a young veterinarian, my husband and
\ ’s / I became friends with a hunter who owned two
yellow Labrador retrievers. While on a hunting
trip, I received an urgent call from my husband and his
friend telling me that one of the Labradors had collapsed.
The dog hadn’t been particularly overworked, and he had
been a strong hunter throughout the season. Unfortunately,
the dog passed away several days later despite treatment.
Surprisingly, the cause of this dog’s death was determined
to be complications related to undiagnosed hypothyroid-
ism. I share this story not to worry you, but to explain that
in some cases, Canine Hypothyroidism is an under-diag-
nosed issue that may affect your hunting partner.

What Is Hypothyroidism?

Simply put, Canine Hypothyroidism is a condition where
the dog has an insufficient amount of active thyroid hor-
mone. It is a very common condition in people and is the
most common hormone imbalance in dogs. Although it
would seem that supplementing thyroid hormone would
alleviate the issue, sometimes diagnosing and treating hy-
pothyroidism is complicated. Often, dogs are over-diag-
nosed and over-treated for this condition.

There are several causes of hypothyroidism in the dog:

» Congenital Hypothyroidism - although this condition
may be present in early puppyhood, it is rarely a diag-
nosed cause in dogs.

Lymphocytic Thyroiditis - Immune-mediated destruc-
tion of the thyroid gland.

Idiopathic - degeneration of the thyroid gland from a
non-inflammatory process.

Neoplasia (cancer) - Very few cases of hypothyroidism
are due to this cause.

Dietary deficiency of lodine - Very few cases are caused
by diet, unless feeding an unbalanced diet.

Genetics are believed to play a role in the development of
the immune-mediated form of hypothyroidism, account-
able for 50% of canine hypothyroid cases.

18 Versatile Hunting Dog ¢ www.navhda.org March 2017



What Does Hypothyroidism Look Like

And What Dogs Are Affected?

The average age of onset of hypothyroidism is between 4 and 10
years. Most dogs that are affected are considered medium to large
breeds. There are certain breeds that have a definite predisposi-
tion. They include the Doberman pinscher, the Golden retriever,
the Irish Setter, the Great Dane, the Dachshund, and the Boxer. In
testing for lymphocytic thyroiditis however, many of our hunting
breeds have an increased prevalence of testing positive; Pointers,
English Setters, German Wirehaired Pointers, Beagles, Rhodesian
Ridgebacks, Golden Retrievers, Chesapeake Bay Retrievers and
Brittany Spaniels are all breeds that show a propensity for the im-
mune-mediated cause of hypothyroidism.

Dogs with hypothyroidism typically show one or more of the fol-

lowing signs:

* Most (>80%) have some kind of skin issue (hair loss around the
tail or collar or at areas of friction, skin infections, oily coat with
a foul odor, brittle or dry coat (outer hairs break off leaving a
soft undercoat) or chronic ear infections.

* 50% of the dogs are overweight.

50% of the dogs are described as lethargic or low-energy.

One-third of all dogs have anemia (low red blood cell volume).

Sudden onset of seizures

+ Thickening of the tissues, especially around the face and head
(tragic face)

Hypothyroidism affects almost all body systems. An examination
by your veterinarian may show a higher than normal blood choles-
terol, an abnormal heart rate, rhythm or heart murmur, fatty depos-
its within the structures of the eye, infertility, stillborn pups, small-
er puppy birth weights and inappropriate lactation in a breeding
animal, difficulty swallowing and behavioral aggression.

How Do I Know If My Dog Has Hypothyroidism?
Thyroid disease is not always a straightforward diagnosis as some
other diseases produce similar clinical signs. Sometimes, dogs may
have more than one issue making the diagnosis very challenging.
A screening test for hypothyroidism can be done inexpensively
by your veterinarian. The test is called a T4 test (a measure of the
total thyroid hormone in the body). If the result is abnormally low,

further testing is required to determine if your dog is truly hypo-
thyroid. The T4 value may be falsely decreased by medications
and concurrent illness. Some breeds (sight hounds) have typically
low T4 levels and this is not an indication of hypothyroidism.

If your dog has low T4 and clinical signs of the disease, addition-
al testing should be conducted by your veterinarian. A “free-T4”
(not referring to the cost of the test) and TSH (thyroid stimulating
hormone) test should be conducted. In addition, an Anti-thyro-
globulin antibody (TgAA) test should be done to determine if the
cause of the disease is immune-mediated. In all cases, a check for
high cholesterol and anemia should be part of a thorough workup.

Most veterinarians will use their regular lab services to screen
for hypothyroidism. If there is any doubt to the diagnosis, not all
labs and test methods are equal. You can request that your veteri-
narian send the laboratory samples to Michigan State University,
perhaps the best laboratory in the country for screening for thyroid
disease. Their tests are not much more expensive, but the results
are superior, especially in complicated cases.

How Is Hypothyroidism Treated?

Typically, thyroid hormone supplementation is given to correct the
thyroid hormone level. This medication is easily administered and
inexpensive. Monitoring of the thyroid levels will be required on a
regular basis to ensure that the dosage is appropriate. In addition,
any infections or other illnesses will need to be treated.

Although there are no proven holistic remedies for hypothy-
roidism, there are dietary supplements that may help a dog with
hypothyroid disease. Consulting with a veterinarian who is skilled
in alternative medicine may improve the quality of treatment. Just
as there are effective products on the market, there are many so-
called “miracle cures.” If considering the use of an alternative
product, it is a good idea to consult with your veterinarian to make
sure it won’t interfere with treatment.

If your dog has a low T4 level but is otherwise not showing any
symptoms of hypothyroidism, there is no need for treatment. Reg-
ular monitoring in this case is still recommended.

The good news about hypothyroidism is that if caught early and
treated appropriately, this disease is manageable and your hunting
partner will remain eager and able to hunt. Owner awareness of
this disease is important and will aid your veterinarian in properly
advising you about the need for testing or treatment. /¥*
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FULL
CIRCLE

FARE By John & Joanna Korte
Strafford, New Hampshire

Tuscan Grouse Breast
With Pasta

Have you ever been to a restaurant and had a really good dish and won-
dered if you could make that in your own kitchen? This Tuscan Partridge
recipe was “borrowed” from a high end restaurant in metropolitan Bos-
ton where we did in fact ask to speak to the staff who prepared it. Sur-
prisingly to us, they were thrilled to talk to us about it and proceeded to
walk down the ingredients and a high level summary of its preparation.
We have cooked this dish for many years now and feel it is best with
grouse or any poultry. We hope you enjoy it as much as we do!

Ingredients:

- Italian seasoned panko

« ltalian seasoned breadcrumbs

+ 12 oz box of penne rigate

+ 6 boneless Grouse cutlets

1% cups rough grated Parmesan cheese
Va cup extra virgin olive oil (EVOO)
Va cup canola oil

+ 1 clove minced garlic

Pinch of red pepper flakes (to taste)
+ About 12 cherry tomatoes

« 3/4 cup rough chopped fresh basil . .
. 50z b:by aﬂ,gma PP Preparation and Cooking:

- 1 cup milk Dip the grouse cutlets in milk and dredge well in a 50:50 mix of panko
. Salt and breadcrumbs. For best results, put the breaded cutlets in refriger-
ator for up to two hours prior to frying.

« Pepper
Heat water to boil for a 12-ounce box of penne rigate following the
pasta box directions.
Pan fry the cutlets in canola oil. Slice on the diagonal and set aside.
What makes olive oil extra virgin? When pasta is about two minutes prior to being done, heat another
There are four basic types of olive oil. Extra Virgin (EVOO), large frying pan with about % cup EVOO. Add the garlic, red pepper

flakes, and cherry tomatoes and cook over low heat until the tomatoes
are well blistered. Salt and pepper to taste.

Drain the pasta and add directly to the frying pan with the to-
matoes, etc. Add the basil, arugula and sliced fried grouse and mix
thoroughly until the arugula is fully wilted. Turn off the burner.

Add % of the grated Parmesan to pan and mix well.

Plate immediately and garnish with the remaining grated cheese
and fresh ground black pepper.

Bon Appetite!

Virgin, Olive oil and Pomace. So what makes EVOO spe-
cial? Extra Virgin is the first oil cold pressed from the green
olives, no heat or chemicals are added in the process to al-
ter the flavor. This low acidic oil must be certified for taste.
Virgin Olive Oil is pressed with riper olives, with higher
acidity and may not pass the flavor test. Olive Oil may have
heat or chemicals added to the pressing process. Pomace
Oil is made from the leftover olive oil paste. EVOO is the
most flavorful but also the most fragile and least stable.
Storage is important, cool temperature and out of the light
will help to prevent rancidity. EVOO also has a low smok-
ing temperature, 320° making it unsuitable for frying as
compared to canola oil at 400°. Use Extra Virgin Olive Oil
in dressings and drizzle at the end of the cooking process to
add the optimum flavor.
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MAINTAINING WELLNESS
AND LONGEVITY

IN SENIOR SPORTING DOGS

As your hardworking bird dog ages, he or she may run

a little slower, his or her joints may be a little achier, and
his or her muzzle may appear a little grayer. Although the
aging process cannot be stopped, using targeted nutritional
and conditioning strategies that focus on maintaining
wellness and longevity will help to support your senior
sporting dog’s physical performance and cognitive health.

“Dogs can still be
physically active
through their senior
years,” says Purina
Senior Research
Nutritionist Brian
Zanghi, PhD. “How-
ever, it's important
to match the physical
lifestyle to the age of
your dog. Mobility,
mental acuity and
overall health become
more important than
speed and intensity.”

Age-appropriate
exercise that focuses
on maintaining a dog’s
skills while accommo-
dating an older dog’s
physical limitations
are critical. Shorter,
less frequent bouts
of exercise are best.
Avoid extremely hot or cold weather, keep your dog
hydrated and take rest breaks as needed.

Furthermore, studies such as the groundbreaking 14-year
Purina Life Span Study have shown that properly feeding
your dog to maintain ideal body condition, meaning the
dog’s ribs are palpable without excess fat covering, plays
a major role in sustaining wellness and longevity.

Keep a close eye on your dog's body mass and do not
allow him or her to become overweight, as extra weight
puts unnecessary stress on joints. Low-impact exercise,
such as swimming, is a great way to keep a dog lean. Daily
exercise and walks also help support an ideal body condition.

Versatile Hunting Dog

NUTRITION FOR RETIRED SENIOR SPORTING DOGS
When your dog begins to slow down, has “senior moments,”

or nears retirement status, it is a good time to consider

switching from a high-protein/high-fat performance food
to a senior formula to help maintain health and wellness.

“Senior dogs have special dietary needs,” Dr. Zanghi
explains. “As a dog enters the senior life stage, glucose
metabolism in the brain begins to change, potentially
affecting memory, learning, awareness, and decision-
making. Many senior dogs benefit from high-protein
diets to help retain lean body mass, but that also are
lower in fat to help maintain a healthy body condition.”

Targeted nutrients that can make a difference in an
older dog include omega-3 fatty acids from fish oil to help
promote joint health and mobility and medium-chain
triglycerides, which, when added to the daily diet of
dogs ages 7 and older, help to promote alertness and
mental sharpness.

Purina Pro Plan BRIGHT MIND Adult 7+ Formula is

a breakthrough innovation with enhanced botanical

oils shown to promote alertness

and mental sharpness. Among the
nutritional benefits to senior dogs,

BRIGHT MIND Adult 7+: ; g

« Is made with high-quality pro- '.Ir"R"-, "
tein including chicken as the T
first ingredient '

« Contains enhanced botanical
oils shown to promote alertness
and mental sharpness in dogs
7 and older within 30 days

« Contains a blend of brain-supporting nutrients for
cognitive health, including arginine, DHA and EPA,
antioxidants such as vitamins E and C, and B vitamins
such as folic acid and pyridoxine

» Contains EPA, an omega-3 fatty acid, and glucosamine
to help support health and mobility

« Includes vitamin A and linoleic acid, an omega-6 fatty
acid, for healthy skin and coat

« Contains a natural prebiotic fiber from wheat bran
that helps promote digestive health

To learn more about the nutritional needs of senior
dogs, please visit www.brightmindeffect.com.
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Kennel Name Applications

Kennel Name
KORTHALS ELITE GR

BURLEY GR
LEGENDARY GS
CANYON CREEK GW
SOUTHERN FIRE GR
PINEVIEW Bl

C.M. HUNT SM
AV BUCKHILL GS
WALL CANYON Vi

DE LA NOBLE CHAUSSE PS
SALMON RIVER GR
TRAPPER’S RUN SM
LOUP RIVER GR
UPLAND BLEU BA
MYSTIC RUN GS

Breed Owners

SERGE MIMEAULT

TODD J BURLEY

JAY D PUTNAM

TREVOR L FERGUSON, DVM
KAREN & ROBERT CATE JR.
MARK L RAYMOND

CARRAH & MARK WHITAKER
BRIAN & VIRGINIA ERICKSON
MARY BRIDGET NIELSEN
FRANCOIS PERREAULT

TAWNA SKINNER & ANITA ANDRUS

KEITH C DANIELS
TODD J KOBUS
VERONIKA O'DOR
KEVIN L CLARK

These applications for registration of kennel names have been
received by the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written
and submitted to Steve Brodeur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box
520, Arlington Hts, IL 60006, on or before April 1, 2017. To obtain
registration forms, write the Registrar at the above address or go to

www.navhda.org.

il o
b wAVRER
Bl

Got something to sell? Why not advertise
with us! We have online classifieds available
through the NAVHDA store and also maga-
zine classifieds and regular ad sizes. For more
information, go to our website (www.navhda.
org) under “Advertise with Us” for full details.

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through
the NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in
the “Pre-Pay VHD Ads” section. All classified
ads are limited to 35 words and price is $35.00
for all categories. Submission deadline for clas-
sifieds is the first of the month before the month
of issue. For example: deadline for May issue is
April 1%,
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And some other important stuff
you really should think about reading...

Send in your 2017 Invitational entry early! Deadline is May 1, 2017
and preferred running days are assigned on a first-come, first-served
basis. The international office will send confirmation of the test entry
received. If you mail in the application and do not receive the confir-
mation within a couple of weeks, please contact the office to make
sure that it was received.

Be sure to send in your litter or dog’s registration early. If a dog is
not registered, they will not be allowed to run in any NAVHDA tests.

To all members: please keep your contact and mailing information
up to date. Email the international office at navoffice@navhda.org
with any changes.

The International office is having problems reading many of the
application requests for both registry and membership. Please type
the application or write clearly, as this is very time consuming.
Also, when attaching documents to the International office email for
registrations, please attach a pdf file. Look at what you are attach-
ing before sending, because the office is having problems getting
blank applications, and the attachments are not readable. The files
need to be 8"x11" and not dark.

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training tips
and anything else that you'd like to share in The Forum. Please send
them to navoffice@navhda.org.
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et Tronge March 2017
Ll L



THE VHD NEEDS YOU! & e muentuldogrant o be conse

ered for a spot in the NAVHDA's Influential Dogs Issue

Do you have a question, concern or issue that would best be in November? Send a 120 word description of why
addressed from a woman's perspective? The VHD Magazine will your dog should be considered, along with 6-8 bullet
be launching a new column, Women'’s Wisdom, written by and for points listing your dog’s relevant accomplishments
our women hunters and versatile hunting dog enthusiasts to take (Breeders Awards and/or other particularly notable
on some of the more unique aspects experienced by women when awards, etc.), to navoffice@navhda.org and be sure to
participating in NAVHDA activities. We are looking for ideas and ar- put “Influential Dogs” in the subject line. Applications
ticle submissions on anything and everything that may appeal to should be received no later than August 1, 2017.

our women members, including novice dog handling, preparing for
testing, hunting and training clothing and gear, and skin care before,

during and after a day in the field. What do women want to know Don’t forget to send in your puppy photos, tips and stories for
about? Share your experiences, questions and ideas by submitting the special May puppy issue. Email to navoffice@navhda.org by
to Wight Greger at wight.greger@gmail.com. April 1—but earlier submissions will be much appreciated.

SPECIAL OFFER!

One year (7 issues) for only $17.97

Morth America’s favorite magazine devoted... totally and
exclusively... to the world of upland bird and waterfowl
hunters and their dogs. Gur Dog treats your dog and your
sport with the attention they deserve!

MName
iplease print)
Address
’ City State dp —
EIPI'EIIBI'I.'H MI'NII\' IBSUE G(_] N DOG
G7NAVH I:' Payment Enclosed [:l Bill Me Later Clip & Mail to: R R T R e e
U the vomver prive. Corsacliour evclers acld 31300 per vear (richudurg GST), all otver foreign orders add 37500 per vear :E:c: B":E‘ 4110:? 321421049
{fiwe searferce miedl postige kol peeienas pivst De o D08, i Please allow 6 w0 8 weeks for delivery of it Do, alm Coast, - =

One year (7 issues) for only $17.97

A utility magazine for the serions duck & goose hunter! Loaded with SAVE
uselul information on guns & loads, decoys & calls, boats & blinds,
refriever training, gear & gadgets, conservation, Canadian reports & 43% *
more from the waterfowling experts. Join us in the blind each issue!

Name

iplease print)

Address

Cirty State ——m7— Lip ———

.
I:' Payment Enclosed D Bill Me Later Clip & Mail to: WILDFOWL

The Magazine For Duck & Goose Hanters
U the comver prive. Corsaclioer evclers acld 31300 per vear (richudurg GST), all otver foreign orders add 37500 per vear M Box 421329
(v surferce minl poctagel ol pervmienits minst e 0 U5 fimde Please allow 6 w0 8 weela for delivery of e o, Palm Coast, FL. 32142-1329
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2017 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date
Mar 4-5
Mar 11-12
Mar 17-19
Mar 18-19
Mar 25-26
Apr 3

Apr 7-8
Apr 8-9
Apr 8-9
Apr 8-9
Apr 9

Apr 21-23
Apr 22-23
Apr 22-23
Apr 29-30
May 5-7
May 5-7
May 6-7
May 6-7
May 6
May 13
May 13-14
May 14
May 19
May 19-21
May 20-21
May 20-21
May 20-21
May 20-21
May 20-21
May 20-21
May 20-21
May 20-21
May 26-28
May 27-28
Jun 2-4
Jun 2-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 3-4
Jun 9-11
Jun 9-11
Jun 10-11
Jun 10-11
Jun 10-11
Jun 10-11
Jun 10-11
Jun 17-18
Jul15-16
Aug 4-6
Aug 4-6
Aug 4-6
Aug 5-6

24

Chapter/Location
Lone Star

Florida Palmetto
San Diego

Carolinas
Rappahannock
lllowa

Great Central Valley
Potomac

Missouri Uplands
Inland Empire
Northern California
Wasatch Mountain
Mid-ohio

Grand Canyon Of Arizona
Zia

Willamette Valley
Treasure Valley
Heartland
Chesapeake
Heartland
Appalachian Valley
Pocono Mountain
Appalachian Valley
Hudson Valley
Pacific Northwest
Keystone

Southern New England

Southern Tier Of New York

Northern lllinois
Rocky Mountain
Central Indiana
Wisconsin River
Minnesota
Merrimack Valley
Buckeye

Midwest Tri State
Southeastern Michigan
Illowa

Sebasticook

Treasure Valley
Southern Adirondack
Shenango
Minnesota

Ontario Grand River
North Central Wisconsin
North Central Wisconsin
Hawkeye

Rock Tavern

Big Sky

Yankee

Red River Valley
Toronto Ontario
Kettle Moraine
Central Oregon

St Croix

Northern Michigan
Kettle Moraine
Willamette Valley
Montreal

Alaska Yukon
Heartland

TX
FL
CA
SC
VA
MO
CA
MD
MO
CA
CA
ut
OH
AZ
NM
OR
ID
NE
VA
NE
OH
PA
OH
NY
WA
PA
CcT
NY
Wi
Cco
IN
WiI
MN
NH
OH
SD
Ml
IA
ME
ID
NY
PA
MN
ON
WI
WI
IA
NY
MT
ME
ND
ON
Wi
OR
MN
Ml
Wi
OR
QC
AK
NE

Test Type
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA

NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
UPT/UT

NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA

NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT

Versatile Hunting Dog o

Contact

Megan Murphy
Danelle Snyder
Kassie Boozel
Fred Rice

Alyssa Pease
Alyssa Pease
Russell Cleland
James Norfleet
Greggory Dougan
Michael Shepherd
Kristi Rogney
Mark Taylor
Calvin Harpe

Jim Carpenter
Roger Comstock
Nancy Breuner
Penny Masar
Amber Tolzin
Daphne Gray
Amber Tolzin
Vincent Wehrle
Dane Smith
Vincent Wehrle
Ann Bagnell
Brandon Smith
John Wolfe
Joshua Flowers
Daniel Kremers
Michael Neiduski
Phillip Goodwin
Brad Hunter
Anne Zeches
Denise Kossan
Joanna Korte
Mark Fraley
Anitra Balchan
Charles Shepherd
Michelle Wilbers
Marie Wade
Penny Masar
Leon Hairie
Marion Siebert
Deb Letcher

Jan Wolff
Bradley Meer
Bradley Meer
Donald Cross
Jane De Casteja
Marcus Troyer
Alexander Runyon
Steven Buck

Pat Pacitti

Scott Semrad
Larry Stone

R Carey Mcmillan
David Nordquist
Michael Corbett
Nancy Breuner
Annie Ulrich
Dori Hollingsworth
Shelley Banzhaf

Telephone

281/989 5933
321/750 7386
619/990 9217
573/819 9542
703/765 5715
703/403 2765
530/340 5255
703/727 4853
314/963 9209
951/757 6933
530/306 1542
801/694 2599
440/774 6401
602/397 5759
505/286 0340
541/389 6353
208/278 5550
712/249 5585
804/493 7354
712/249 5585
614/519 8764
904/334 2944
614/519 8764
610/304 6047
425/280 4921
610/613 1482
845/661 8354
315/420 3764
636/795 5967
720/839 9657
317/914 3512
608/334 5022
320/358 0183
603/664 5394
330/843 3711
520/235 5541
248/240 4801
563/672 3291
207/778 4868
208/278 5550
518/871 1816
412/751 0214
952/994 1459
519/759 1674
715/313 4088
715/313 4088
641/521 4445
845/351 2870
406/899 2214
207/841 0630
701/729 6483
416/737 9487
414/614 9810
541/280 5602
715/234 3044
989/356 4160
920/419 0543
541/389 6353
450/501 3499
907/491 0393
785/220 0068

www.navhda.org

E-mail
megan-murphy@att.net
dysnyder58@gmail.com

kassieboozel@yahoo.com
fredrice321@gmail.com
spinonecos@yahoo.com
spinonecos@yahoo.com
russ@motherlodegundogs.com
n2bama@comcast.net
gregg.dougan@experitec.com
65shep@gmail.com
kristiwr@msn.com
markkevintaylor@hotmail.com
calvinator@zoominternet.net
jcarpen323@wildblue.net
rogcom1957@gmail.com
nbreuner@yahoo.com
pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
atolzin1992@gmail.com
windstormgsp@aol.com
atolzin1992@gmail.com
vinw99@yahoo.com
daneesmith@gmail.com
vinw99@yahoo.com
annbagnell@gmail.com
smith.cornerstone@gmail.com
wolfejohn88@yahoo.com
flowersjosh@att.net
dkremers@gmail.com
michael.neiduski@gmail.com
phil.goodwin@diogeneslab.com
bahunter@att.net
zeches1@charter.net
rockcreekpudelpointers@gmail.com
joannakorte@gmail.com
mpfraley7@gmail.com
anitrabalchan@gmail.com
cwshepherd@sbcglobal.net
michelle@brushdale.com
uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
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Date Chapter/Location TestType  Contact Telephone E-mail
Aug 11-13  Eastern Quebec QC NA/UPT/UT  Etienne Canuel 418/248 0324 ecanuel@arpentagecds.com
Aug 11-13  Frontier WYy NA/UPT/UT  Cheryl Aguiar 970/231 9965 cheryl@e-trainingfordogs.com
Aug 12-13  Wisconsin River Wi NA/UPT/UT  Anne Zeches 608/334 5022 zeches1@charter.net
Aug 12-13  Hawkeye 1A NA/UPT/UT Donald Cross 641/521 4445 djcross@iowatelecom.net
Aug 18-20  Prairie Vista Navhda AB NA/UPT/UT  Edie Stelkovics 403/660 0144 vicwin@outlook.com
Aug 18-20  Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT  Tammy Hill 218/263 3424 thhill@mchsi.com
Aug 18-20  Central Dakota ND NA/UPT/UT  Mary Anne Mckenzie 701/425 1293 maryanne.mckenzie@yahoo.com
Aug 19-20  Ottawa Valley ON NA/UPT/UT Brian Hargreaves 613/795 7332 brian.hargreaves@rogers.com
Aug 19-20  Rocky Mountain co NA/UPT/UT Phillip Goodwin 720/839 9657 phil.goodwin@diogeneslab.com
Aug 19-20  Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT  David Anderson 920/360 1040 dave@andersonhome.org
Aug 19-20  Southern Minnesota WI NA/UPT/UT ~ Monica Redmond 608/385 9194 monicaredmond@live.com
Aug 25-27  Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT  Ann Bagnell 610/247 1461 annbagnell@gmail.com
Aug 25-27  Northern Michigan Mi NA/UPT/UT  Jeff Ebert 231/838 5676 jeff.ebert@rocketmail.com
Aug 25-27  Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT  Anitra Balchan 520/235 5541 anitrabalchan@gmail.com
Aug 25-27  North Central Wisconsin ~ WI NA/UPT/UT  Bradley Meer 715/313 4088 bradmeer@yahoo.com
Aug 25-27  Merrimack Valley NH NA/UPT/UT  Joanna Korte 603/664 5394 joannakorte@gmail.com
Aug 25-27  Southeastern Michigan Mi NA/UPT/UT  Charles Shepherd 248/240 4801 cwshepherd@sbcglobal.net
Aug 26-27  Central Indiana IN NA/UPT/UT  Brad Hunter 317/914 3512 bahunter@att.net
Aug 26-27 St Croix MN NA/UPT/UT  Ralph Sobkowicz 218/283 2454 rsobkowicz@hotmail.com
Aug 26-27  Hickory Run PA NA/UPT/UT  George Nichols 570/406 6044 georgenichols3@gmail.com
Aug 26-27  Red River Valley ND NA/UPT/UT  Steven Buck 701/729 6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Aug 26-27  Wild Rose AB NA/UPT/UT  Vito Caramia 780/478 1174 cvito@telus.net
Sep 1-3 Southern Adirondack NY NA/UPT/UT Leon Hairie 518/871 1816 Ihairie@aol.com
Sep 2-4 New Brunswick NB NA/UPT/UT Paige Pettis 506/999 4746 paigepettis@hotmail.com
Sep 2-3 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT  Bryan Thomas 612/916 3737 b-thoma@comcast.net
Sep 8-10 Yankee ME NA/UPT/UT  Alexander Runyon 207/841 0630 runyon@maine.rr.com
Sep 8-10 Treasure Valley ID NA/UPT/UT  Penny Masar 208/278 5550 pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
Sep 8-10 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT  Marion Siebert 412/751 0214 sieset@comcast.net
Sep 8-10 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT  Marie Wade 207/778 4868 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 9-10 Minnesota MN NA Jason Mckinzie 763/442 7005 mckinzie75@hotmail.com
Sep 9-10 Ontario Grand River ON NA/UT Jan Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Sep 22-24 lllowa 1A NA/UPT/UT Bobette Benson 309/337 7708 spinoni@louisacomm.net
Sep22-24  Central Oregon OR NA/UPT/UT  Larry Stone 541/280 5602 larrystone@bendbroadband.com
Sep 23-24  Southern New England CcT NA/UPT/UT  Joshua Flowers 845/661 8354 flowersjosh@att.net
Sep 23-24  Southern Tier Of New York NY NA/UPT/UT  Daniel Kremers 315/420 3764 dkremers@gmail.com
Sep 23-24  Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT  Vincent Wehrle 614/519 8764 vinw99@yahoo.com
Sep 23-24  Toronto Ontario ON NA/UT Pat Pacitti 416/737 9487 patpacitti@rogers.com
Sep 23-24 Northern Illinois WiI NA/UPT/UT Michael Neiduski 636/795 5967 michael.neiduski@gmail.com
Sep23-24  Delmarva DE NA/UPT/UT  Marc St Jean 302/698 5356 marc@tnias.org
Oct 7-8 lllinois IL NA/UT Mark Belew 224/430 3356 markbelew1@sbcglobal.net
Oct 7-8 Pocono Mountain PA NA/UPT/UT  Dane Smith 904/334 2944 daneesmith@gmail.com
2017 NAVHDA Special Events

Date Chapter/Location Event Contact Telephone E-mail
Sep 14-17 Buckeye/Bloomingdale, OH Invitational NAVHDA Office 847/253-6488 navoffice@navhda.org
2018 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date Chapter/Location Test Type Contact Telephone E-mail
Jun 2-3 lllowa 1A NA Michelle Wilbers 563/672 3291 michelle@brushdale.com

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA Web site at www.navhda.org.
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