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President’s Message 
By Dave Trahan 
Deerfield, New Hampshire  

The Future
of NAVHDA

HUNT FOR BIRDS, NOT BUTTONS.

PRO 550 PLUS 

©2018 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries.

                Build a dog worth hunting over with training levels you can adjust
                         and tracking that shows which direction your dog is heading.

PRO 550 PLUS 
                Build a dog worth hunting over with training levels you can adjust
                         and tracking that shows which direction your dog is heading.

18-MCJT12124 Pro 550 Plus Ad_UPLAND-8.25x10.5-NAVHDA.indd   1 8/20/18   3:42 PM

It’s that time of year again—when all the board members 
must present their end-of-the-year report. I’m happy to 
say that we’ve had a very successful year. You will see 

in their reports how much we are growing. Membership 
is growing at a steady pace, with the help from our 
members, clinics and advertisements we take out in various 
magazines. We have a new contract with “The Hunting 
Dog Podcast”—throughout the year Ron Boehme will be 
doing interviews with different NAVHDA members about 
our organization and will give insight into what NAVHDA 
has to offer. So far the ones that I have listened to have been 
great and got great reviews from the membership.

Our current relationships with all of our sponsors are 
doing well thanks to our Director of Promotions Andy 
Doak and to you for supporting them. Our partnerships 
with the conservation groups Pheasants/Quail Forever and 
Ruffed Grouse Society continue to be great relationships. 
At the Annual Meeting I will be signing a new agreement 
with Pheasants Forever in which they will be helping us out 

in our recruitment efforts and R3 program (Recruitment, 
Retention, and Reactivation). Our youth events are going 
strong throughout the country with the efforts of our 
chapters and our membership.

Maria Bondi and her staff are doing a great job keeping 
up with all the new changes that we’re implementing to the 
website and the cloud. This is an ongoing operation that 
will take some time. If you have a chance to stop by and 
visit with them, please do so.

This year we will be celebrating our 50th Anniversary 
hosted by the St. Croix Chapter. We will be discussing 
the future of NAVHDA and will be looking for the input 
from our members. This past summer the EC took part in 
a seminar on how to move NAVHDA forward. We will 
present all of this information at the meeting.

NAVHDA still is the number one organization that 
promotes the education and fostering of hunting dog breeds.

COVER PHOTO BY DENISE HEATH © 2019.
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Annual Reports
Vice President 
Bob Hauser 
Pembine, Wisconsin 

Over the past four decades, the number of licensed hunt-
ers in the U.S. has fallen by over one third. In response to 
this alarming decline, an “R3” movement has been guid-
ed by the Council to Advance Hunting and the Shooting 
Sports during the past decade. The R3 (Recruitment, Re-
tention and Reactivation) program that has been adopted 
in various degrees across 35 state fish and wildlife agen-
cies, NAVHDA’s Youth Program, and efforts by Pheas-
ants/Quail Forever to change the downward trend in hunt-
ing interest are the topics of a Panel Discussion during 
the Business & Delegate Meeting of the 2019 NAVHDA 
Meeting in Minneapolis. This discussion is complement-
ed by an afternoon session focusing on “The Future of 
Hunting and Conservation.”  

The good news for NAVHDA is that despite the dras-
tic decline in the number of hunters, NAVHDA member-
ship, dogs tested, and dogs registered continue to grow at 
a healthy clip. Presumably, watching and working with 
great dogs can help offset the growing disinterest in hunt-
ing, and our plan is for NAVHDA to use that influence 
in collaboration with conservation groups, state agencies, 
and others to address a shared goal.  Please watch for 
opportunities as individuals or as chapters to help us re-
build hunting interest during the next couple years. It’s a 
win-win. 

Treasurer 
Rick Holt 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania  

First a report on the 2018 budget; Each year in January, 
with help from Maria Bondi and the newly formed Finance 
Committee, I prepare a preliminary annual budget (projected 
income/expense) to be reviewed, altered if necessary, and 
ratified by the Executive Council at the Annual Meeting. 
This budget is our financial blue print for the year. As of this 
writing (December 2018) we are on target to achieve another 
solid, fiscal year profit for 2018. In addition to the profit for 
this year, NAVHDA has available retained earnings, in short-
term interest-bearing accounts, which would cover all normal 
expenses for a six month period should the need arise. 

Attaining our budgetary goal doesn’t just happen. It is the 
result of dedicated, productive efforts by our Central Office 
staff, prudent management by our Officers and Directors and 
by countless hours of donated time by many, many members 
whose passion is NAVHDA.

Our Life Membership Account’s (The Johnnie Shulkey 
Fund) current value is just over $433,000.00.  This number 
represents life membership dollars along with the investment 
earnings that have accumulated on the life membership 
dues over the past 30 plus years.  Our Life Membership 
investment portfolio includes a mix of FDIC certificates of 
deposit, bond mutual funds, stock mutual funds and zero 
coupon bonds. 

The Youth Development Fund has grown to over 
$223,000.00.  This fund has been invested in a mix of 5 
year government agency bonds, 10 year government agency 
bonds and S&P 500 index, mutual funds. It should be noted 
that several youth programs have been initiated and fund-
ed this year with the income earned by this fund.  During 
2018, over $10,000.00 of additional contributions have been 
made to the Youth Development Fund. It should be noted 
that NAVHDA members contributed over $5000.00 as an 
additional contribution to the program when they paid their 
annual membership. 

Additional contributions to NAVHDA from NAVHDA 
members and friends of NAVHDA totaled over $10,000.00 
during 2018. Thank you all.

This year a finance committee was formed to help with 
important decisions that will influence the financial future 
of NAVHDA. Many thanks to John Wolfe, Terry Wilson, 
Wight Greger and Bob Hauser for volunteering.  The Fi-
nance Committee shall advise the Board, who is respon-
sible for the oversight of the preparation of NAVHDA’s 
budget, and the allocation of its resources among its sev-
eral programs to achieve both sustainability and growth. 
The Finance Committee shall supervise the custody and 
control of all securities and investments of NAVHDA. I 
would like to mention I am looking for another commit-
tee member from the western states with a solid financial 

background. I would like this committee to have a broad 
geographical representation. 

Last, but not least, I am pleased to report that it appears 
that support by our current sponsors looks excellent for 
the upcoming year. We truly appreciate the generous sup-
port of our Exclusive Sponsors: Purina, Garmin/Tri-Tron-
ics, Ugly Dog Hunting, our National Sponsor, Dakota 283 
and our Conservation Partners, The Ruffed Grouse So-
ciety and Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever. These folks 
have been very generous to NAVHDA and I would rec-
ommend that all NAVHDA members patronize and sup-
port these organizations. 

Finally, it has been a pleasure to serve NAVHDA in my 
second year as treasurer. I have been blessed to work with 
excellent EC members and equally excellent and dedi-
cated NAVHDA members. In closing, a special thanks 
to Maria, Marion and Cheryl of the Central Office. Their 
help was invaluable.

Secretary 
Steve Greger
Oxford, North Carolina  

So ends my fifth year as NAVHDA Secretary. I’m happy to 
report that the EC has been very busy over the past year (see 
the other EC year-end reports). My role is to keep track of 
everything that is happening with the other Officers and Di-
rectors. Additionally, I’ve taken on responsibility to manage 
IT operations for the organization. A brief overview of my 
accomplishments in 2018, as well as my plan for the upcom-
ing year is provided below.

Accomplishments:

• Revision of the Annual Meeting Hosting Policy

• Kicked off effort to move all IT operations to the “cloud.”

• Continuing planning effort to migrate to an electronic vot-
ing system for Officer elections as well as internal, Exec-
utive Council votes on official motions.

• Sebasticook Chapter will be hosting the 2020 Annual 
Meeting in Portand, Maine. Dates for the meeting are Jan-
uary 24 - 26, 2020.

Plan for 2019:

• 2019 is an election year. The offices of President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer will be voted on. If 
anyone is interested in running for any of these offices, 
please contact the Central Office or the NAVHDA Secre-
tary for requirements, deadlines, etc.

• Finalize and begin implementation of our plan to move IT 
operations to the “cloud.”

• Continue working on implementation of electronic voting 
system. Note that NAVHDA does not currently plan to 
use an electronic voting system for the 2019 election. 

• The 2021 Annual Meeting is slated to be hosted in the 
Western Region. Any chapter interested in hosting the 
event should contact the Central Office or the NAVHDA 
Secretary for meeting requirements, deadline for bid sub-
mission, etc.

navhda election procedures can be found at: 
www.navhda.org/news-events/whats-new/

navhda-election-procedures

2019
NAVHDA ELECTION CALENDAR

June 15: Executive Council must notify the member-
ship of the names of the persons nominated by the EC 
for Presi dent, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Aug 1: Last date for receipt of nominations
from the membership for any of the four offices.
 
Sept 15: Secretary must notify membership of the 
names of all nominees for the four offices.

Oct 15: Ballots mailed to all members entitled to vote. 
[Note: In the event of an uncontested election (only 
one nominee for each office), ballots need not be sent 
to the voting membership, saving the cost of printing 
and mailing.]

Nov 15: All ballots to be counted must be postmarked 
by this date and returned to the Inspectors of Election.
 
Dec 10: Last day for Inspectors of Election to report 
the election results to the Secretary. Results shall be 
published in the next VHD.
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Director of Testing 
Tim Clark 
Toms River, New Jersey 

Director of Judge Development 
Chip Bonde 
Mt. Airy, Maryland   

Annual Reports

2018 has come to an end—it seems like it goes faster every 
year. Chapters did a respectable job in finding test sites to run 
their tests. From the first of the year through the middle of No-
vember, NAVHDA chapters held 381 tests. We had more chap-
ter tests still scheduled before end of the year. I will have the fi-
nal numbers for you at the Annual Meeting. In 2018, 2747 dogs 
ran in these tests. NAVHDA has 88 chapters, of the 88 chapters 
81 of them ran at least one test. The Minnesota Chapter ran 
the most tests with 16 test days. The Hawkeye Chapter came 
in second with 14 test days, nine of those were the Invitation-
al test itself. The St. Croix Chapter came in third with 13 test 
days. In 2018 we had very few poor ratings for test sites or poor 
birds—that is good news. I would like to thank all the chapters 
for stepping up to the plate and accommodating our members 
by adding more test days so they could run their dogs. What 
our NAVHDA chapters did was “accommodate not eliminate.” 
I would like to thank all the chapter test secretaries for a job 
well done. 

Test secretaries need to make sure that they put in a test request 
through the website at least 90 days before their test date. Here 
are the reasons why NAVHDA International requests chapters to 
give a 90-day notice: NAVHDA must contact Purina so they can 
send the dog food and hats to the contact person. NAVHDA also 
must contact Garmin/Tri-Tronics so they can send the coupon 
to the contact person. Please have your test secretaries submit a 
judge request 60 days prior to your chapter test date. This year, 
we occasionally had situations in which judges could not do 
their assignments (because of personal reasons). Big thanks go 
out to those judges who stepped up to fill those vacancies at 
such short notice. They were much appreciated by all. Thanks 
to all the chapters that are complying with the judges’ rotation 
rule. Every third test weekend needs to have at least one judge 
from out of region. Remember, sometimes you can fly a judge 
in cheaper than you could drive one in. Some chapters still need 
to get a little better at this. The test secretaries can go to the web-
site under “Holding a NAVHDA Test” then go under “Chapter 
Judge History” and bring up a list of the judges used by their 
chapter for the last three years. That will help the test secretaries 
pick their judges for their tests. This is a great and easy tool to 
use when planning for your judges. Also there is a tool on the 
website to find unassigned judges. Under “Holding a NAVH-
DA Test,” you will see “Unassigned Judges.” Remember, you 
do not have to get a Senior Judge for your out of region judge, 
you can get a regular judge. This way more of our regular judg-
es will be able to travel out of their regions. Your chapter still 
has to have a Senior Judge on the judging team. 

I would like to thank the central office for their support all 
year long; getting the reports out, shipping materials out, updat-
ing the website, etc, etc. I hope to see and visit with you at the 
Annual Meeting in January. 

NAVHDA chapters held 375 sanctioned tests between 
1/1/2018 and 11/27/2018. There were 2,747 dogs tested: 
1,895 NA, 74 UPT, 684 UT and 94 Invitational dogs.  At 
the time of writing this article there are still two, two-day 
tests scheduled for December. I would personally like to 
thank each of the 155 active NAVHDA judges and 26 ap-
prentice judges for their many volunteer hours of service 
to consistently and fairly evaluate the performance of the 
2,747 dogs tested in 2018. Their efforts translate into 1,149 
judging days, not including travel days which can easily 
add another 750 days. The time commitment these dedi-
cated men and women volunteer to judge for NAVHDA 
represents a significant amount of time away from their 
family and work.  

The Judging and Testing Committee is Co-Chaired by 
myself, Chip Bonde (Maryland), Director of Judge Devel-
opment; Tim Clark (New Jersey), Director of Testing; and 
Tracey Nelson (Iowa), Director of the Invitational. Mark 
Whalen (Maryland) is the Manager of the Apprentice 
Judge Program, assisted by Apprentice Coordinators Mike 
Melotik (Wisconsin), Tom Swezey (Colorado), Phil Swain 
(Oregon) and Peter Wade (Maine). Clyde Vetter (Wiscon-
sin) is the Manager of the Acting Senior Judge Program 
assisted by Brian Thoman (Colorado). I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank each one of them for the time they 
dedicate working on behalf of NAVHDA.

In 2018 NAVHDA held 10 Handler Clinics with 183 at-
tendees from across North America. These clinics intro-
duced handlers to the ideals and standards of NAVHDA 
Testing. Attendance at a Handler Clinic is one of the re-
quirements for a NAVHDA member to enter the Appren-
tice Judge Program.

In 2018 the latest revised edition of the NAVHDA Aims, 
Programs, Test Rules was published. This document, along 

with the latest edition of the NAVHDA Judges Handbook 
(2017), are written to help ensure fair and consistent 
judging across the United States and Canada. The Execu-
tive Council of NAVHDA has approved the offering of an 
Invitational Handler Clinic beginning in 2019.

This year the Judge’s Workshop will be held on Sunday 
January 27, 2019. The St. Croix Chapter of NAVHDA is 
hosting the Annual Meeting and Judges Workshop January 
24-27, 2019 at the Hilton Minneapolis/Bloomington Hotel, 
3900 American Blvd West, Bloomington, MN 55437.  

The Executive Council of NAVHDA moved the date 
of the Judges Workshop to coincide with the Annual 
Meeting to help increase the overall participation at the 
Annual Meeting. Judges in attendance for the weekend 
may be chapter delegates. On Friday, delegates are able 
to participate in open discussions on submitted chapter 
motions and then vote. The added presence of the judges 
will help the host chapter to meet minimum room, food 
and beverage guarantees required to ensure free use of 
meeting rooms. Finally, the monetary savings accrued 
to NAVHDA International for not having to host and 
pay expenses for a separate weekend summer Judges 
Workshop are substantial.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of 
our sponsors for their continued support of NAVHDA:  
Purina, Ugly Dog Hunting, Garmin/Tri-Tronics and our 
newest sponsor, Dakota 283. Please also remember to 
support our conservation partners, the Ruffed Grouse So-
ciety and Pheasants and Quail Forever. 

NAVHDA is a volunteer organization. The individual 
members of local chapters and the Executive Council 
all volunteer countless hours to help NAVHDA achieve 
its goals. Please consider volunteering at any one of the 
many NAVHDA events. Thank you.

Registrar 
Steve Brodeur 
Acton Vale, Quebec  

The year 2018 was a very quiet year for the NAVHDA 
Registry because we didn’t have many issues.  However, 
the number of registrations has increased again.  As of No-
vember 27, we had 4012 dog registrations, and we are three 
weeks earlier than the stats of last year. I know I’m repeating 
myself, but we are fortunate to have a wonderful website 
with a great databank. Pedigree, test results, hips, etc., are 
all very useful information that is gathered at the same place.  

2018 was my last year as the Registrar; I take this oppor-
tunity to thank all those in the NAVHDA office who make 
the NAVHDA Registry very functional—especially Maria 
Bondi, who is the heart of that office.

I cannot leave without thanking all the EC for their trust 
all through these past years, and it has been a very great ex-
perience to work for NAVHDA.  I will always be proactive 
in NAVHDA even though I’m no longer on the board.

2011 ........2392
2012........2658
2013........2886
2014........3155

2015........3362
2016........3520
2017........3989 (12/15)
2018........4012 (11/27)

MOISHE RAGIEME © 2019 DENISE HEATH © 2019

ANNUAL MEETING 
January 24-27, 2019 
Minneapolis/St.Paul, MN 
Hilton Minneapolis/Bloomington  
3900 American Blvd.West 
Bloomington, MN 55437

Sponsored by: St. Croix NAVHDA 

www.scnavhda.org

50th Anniversary Gun Raffle  
details at www.scnavhda.org

Dogs Registered by Year
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Director of Promotions 
Andy Doak
Vassalboro, Maine  

Director of Publications 
Tim Otto
Flemington, New Jersey  

2018 was, without a doubt, one of the strongest years of 
growth our organization has seen. NAVHDA saw a sharp 
increase in membership and ended the year with 7380 
members. That is an increase of 17% in membership com-
pared to 2017. We are continuing to analyze and gath-
er data on the reasons behind the increase. We have also 
implemented changes to our membership form to better 
understand the reasons behind why new members are en-
tering the organization, as well as a plan to continually 
track that information. Our total number of chapters for 
2018 ended at 76 in the US and 12 in Canada, which was 
an increase of four chapters. 

In 2018, we have also branched out to other areas of 
promotional opportunities that are intended to increase 
interest and membership in NAVHDA, and ultimately 
drive new members towards local chapters. One of those 
new ventures includes a co-promotional agreement with 
“The Hunting Dog Podcast” hosted by Senior Judge Ron 
Boehme. Through that agreement, specific NAVHDA top-
ics will be discussed, and a broader audience of well over 
40,000 online listeners, all hunting dog enthusiasts, will 
hear about NAVHDA. Our website, Facebook page and the 
Versatile Hunting Dog magazine also provide many oppor-
tunities to promote NAVHDA. 

Our four corporate sponsors, Purina ProPlan, Garmin, 
Ugly Dog Hunting and Dakota283, continue to show un-

This was a year of tremendous growth for NAVHDA Publi-
cations! With respect to the VHD, this year we published a 
total of 63 feature articles from 52 different authors—both 
numbers representing an increase of roughly 30% relative 
to 2017! While the list is too long to include everyone, I 
do want to thank Nancy Anisfield and Patty Carter, both 
of whom are Contributing Editors, as well as Jason Carter 
and Mark Whalen for their many contributions this year. In 
addition to the feature articles, we also continued with our 
regular Departments, including “On the Right Track” writ-
ten by a team of judges, “Ask Doctor Boyer” written by 
Dr. Lisa Boyer, DVM, and “Women’s Wisdom” written by 
NAVHDA members and edited by Wight Greger. We also 
had an occasional column “Spotlight Dog” that featured 
specific dogs that, in one way or another, had made an im-
pact on the breed or the organization; I hope this column 
continues and that you consider nominating your own dog 
or one you know for consideration! I was sorry to see that 
reader submissions to “Full Circle Fare,” our food column, 
tapered off mid-year, but I hope to get this column back 
on track and, as always, encourage you to submit ideas 
to the magazine. The backbone of the VHD is our Pub-
lisher Mary Burpee – without her talents, insight, artistic 
sensibility, and hard work, there would be no magazine. 
Working with Mary are Copy Editors Rachael McAden 
and Sandra Downey. As always, the VHD had five “regular 
issues” with pre-determined content: January (the Annu-
al Report Issue), April (Annual Meeting Issue), May (the 
tremendously popular Puppy Issue), August (Youth Issue), 
and December (Invitational Issue). We also had a special 
July issue dedicated almost exclusively to celebrating the 
life of one of our founders, Sigbot “Bodo” Winterhelt, who 
passed away. 

This year each issue averaged 32.5 pages. The aver-
age monthly cost of printing was $4210 and the average 
monthly cost of shipping/postage was $3309. The an-
nual total cost including both printing and shipping was 
$90,233. While the VHD is the largest single expenditure 
in the NAVHDA budget, the results of a reader survey in 
2016 (approximately 1240 respondents) suggest that al-
most 60% of our members read each issue cover-to-cover, 
only 10% read on a digital device, and over 75% prefer the 
hard copy of the actual magazine. These numbers will be 
updated when the most recent survey data from December 
2018 are analyzed.

One of the biggest changes this year was offering the 
VHD online the first of every month, well before you re-
ceive it in the mail. We did this for two reasons. First, some 
members, particularly those living in Canada, do not re-
ceive their monthly issues in a timely fashion due not to 

printing delays but postal service delays. Second, many 
members have expressed interest in having the magazine 
available in digital form for practical reasons – you can 
now access the magazine anywhere with your phone!

You probably just finished looking at the December In-
vitational Issue. What a fantastic tribute to the volunteers, 
handlers, and dogs that participated this year. Thankfully 
those moments were captured beautifully by our Invitation-
al Photographers Nancy Anisfield, Perry Masotti, Denise 
Heath, Kevin Billy, and Rick Holt, who traveled at their 
own expense and volunteered their time to take pictures. 
Importantly, they all contribute photos to the magazine all 
year, and the VHD wouldn’t be what it is without them.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, please remember 
that the VHD is YOUR magazine – so keep those sub-
missions coming, and if you have an idea for an article or 
a question for On the Right Track or Ask Doctor Boyer, 
please send them to vhd@navhda.org.

Regarding the website, Marion Hoyer from the Central 
Office served admirably as Webmaster this year -what a 
fantastic job she did keeping the site up to date! We have 
been working on a total revision of the website for the past 
several months, with the goal of simplifying it and improv-
ing navigability. With any luck we will launch the revised 
site sometime early this summer.

Our main Facebook page “NAVHDA International” is 
moderated primarily by Marion Hoyer, Tracey Nelson and 
me, with assistance from Marilyn Vetter, Dave Trahan, 
and Andy Doak. Facebook has been our primary means 
of communicating rapidly with the membership, and posts 
this year reached over 120,000 people. With an eye toward 
the future, our hope is to expand NAVHDA’s social media 
presence in the next calendar year to include Instagram and 
possibly Twitter. 

wavering support for NAVHDA as an organization. In 
2018, Purina ProPlan, Garmin and Ugly Dog Hunting 
continued as exclusive sponsors. We also are continuing 
to strengthen our working relationship with our conserva-
tion partners, Pheasants Forever & Quail Forever as well 
as Ruffed Grouse Society. As hunters, we will always need 
gear and strong habitat to pursue our passion. Supporting 
these companies and conservation organizations help sup-
port NAVHDA and you as a hunter. I strongly encourage 
you to support them in any way possible.

Partway through 2018, I was offered the opportunity to 
serve as Director of Promotions. After accepting the po-
sition, I quickly realized that a solid foundation had been 
laid by our previous Director of Promotions, Jason Wade. 
Through Jason’s past work, and gracious support from our 
board of directors, as well our office personnel, it was easy 
to hit the ground running. I would like to thank them for 
continued support of my work in 2018. 

There is no doubt NAVHDA’s growth is largely due to 
promotion at the local chapter level. You all play a part in 
the growth of NAVHDA and shape what it will become in 
the next 50 years. 

2019 marks the 50th year of NAVHDA and with solid 
support from members, our board of directors, and corpo-
rate partners, it seems we are positioned for growth and 
success for many years to come. 
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Past President
Marilyn Vetter
New Richmond, Wisconsin  

As you’ve read from the other reports, this year has been a 
particularly busy one for NAVHDA and the members of the 
Executive Council. It’s important to reflect on what we’ve 
accomplished for many reasons. It helps us identify what 
worked and allows us to grow from the choices that might 
not have turned out as well as we had hoped. Those lessons 
are vital at every stage but are particularly important when 
you are contemplating the future.

For two days this summer, the members of the EC gath-
ered to talk about and plan for NAVHDA’s future. We were 
guided by an expert facilitator who challenged us to think 
bigger and differently; which was a rare opportunity to 
break free from the routine course of our actions. It was 
helpful to have someone who is a hunter and dog enthu-
siast, but wasn’t a member of NAVHDA (he is now), to 
guide our discussions as he didn’t have preconceived opin-
ions of what we could and/or should accomplish. Our ses-
sion was both enthusiastic and optimistic for a transformed 
and relevant organization that will stand the test of time 
and many competing interests. 

We produced a forward-leaning blueprint that will be 
used to craft a full-fledged long-term strategic plan. My 
charge is to build-out that plan so current and future leaders 
can use it as their guidepost. We will present the bones of 
the plan to the attendees of the NAVHDA Annual Meeting. 
Participants will have a chance to give their feedback and 
ideas so the end result reflects the thoughts of the entire 
membership. The strategic planning forum will take place 
early Friday afternoon so please consider joining us for this 
important discussion. I look forward to seeing you there. 

Invitational Director 
Tracey Nelson 
Mineola, Iowa  

Hello, I hope this report finds everyone in good health and 
enjoying their hunting seasons. The 2018 Invitational event 
was held in Grinnell, Iowa hosted by the Hawkeye Chap-
ter. The Hawkeye Chapter stepped up again and did a great 
job with plenty of help on the scene, and the organization 
of the event was great. Their help is much appreciated by 
myself and everyone on the Invitational Committee. Also a 
huge thanks to Brownells and Kelly Bryan for use of their 
grounds, and again for their continued support. Speaking 
of the committee, Deb Stott is doing a great job as the Test 
Secretary for this event, and I hope people will appreciate 
the time and effort that goes into this job. If you see or talk 
to Deb, please thank her. She was assisted this year again 
by Angie Coenen and Angie also handled all the travel and 
housing arrangements for the judges. Shelley Banzhaf had 
her first go-around as Volunteer Coordinator and did a great 
job. Chip Bonde, Marilyn Vetter, and Clyde Vetter—a great 
thanks for helping out whenever I have questions I need to 
bounce off a committee, or helping out with the brunt of 
the set-up work and the first day when I could not be there 
due to waiting on a litter of puppies. The final numbers for 
2018 are as follows: we had 187 dogs qualified, of those 96 
dogs ended up running and 44 dogs passed this year. We 
have been hanging around the 100 mark for quite a while 
with number of dogs run.

The 2019 Invitational will be September 12 through 15, 
again hosted by the Buckeye Chapter at the Mingo Sports-
man’s Club in Ohio. Please remember if your dog is qual-
ified and you plan to enter, you must complete your DNA. 
Entries are on a first-come, first-serve basis, so if you need 
to run a particular day, send your entry early. Once you 
send your entry in, your dog is considered entered and all 
refund policies will be in effect.

I hope everyone had a chance to read the article in last 
month’s VHD regarding the drawing of the brace mates 
and running orders for the Invitational. We have been pre-
sented with a motion that wishes to change the way this is 
done. This will be discussed in depth at the meeting, so I 
hope you can all attend. But again if you have any ques-
tions about the process, please feel free to contact me. My 
information is on the website.

Hope to see you in January!
Motion Submitted by the 
Missouri Uplands Chapter

Motion to hold a public drawing/lottery the evening 
before the Invitational for field brace mate selection. The 
technology or software of choice for this drawing can be 
that of the NAVHDA office. Invitational handlers and the 
public shall be allowed to attend. An evening drawing will 
eliminate the perceived notion of handlers training together 
prior to the event.
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By Nancy Anisfield
Contributing Editor
Hinesburg, Vermont

On day three of our annual grouse and woodcock hunt 
in Eustis, Maine, I woke up well before o’dark thir-
ty with a pair of German shorthair elbows gouging 

my ribs. I hauled Prairie off the bed and slipped quietly out 
the door so we wouldn’t wake up my roommate Cindy Wil-
son. I let Prairie out to pee, fed her, then tiptoed back into 
the dark room to slide her into her crate. About 15 minutes 
later, as I was brushing my teeth in a bathroom down the 
hall, I heard screams similar to those in The Blob when the 
colossal jelly glob monster rolls down from the movie the-
ater projection room devouring everyone in sight.

“Aaah! Prairie, no! Prairie, no!” 
Couldn’t be my dog. “That can’t be Prairie – she’s in her 

crate!” I yelled.
“Red collar? One big brown spot on her neck?”
Trouble.
Prairie got caught scarfing five enormous homemade 

blueberry muffins off the table. Seems I hadn’t latched the 
crate, and when Cindy got up, Prairie decided to top off 
her ProPlan with a bakery treat or two. Or five. So we tied 
her to the railing of the side porch and administered the 
guaranteed-to-make-‘em-barf hydrogen peroxide. Seven 
minutes later, her lips curled back behind her ears. Her tail 
tucked and that unmistakable “barrrh umph” sound began. 
Several huge balls of doughy muffin surfaced (technically 

“resurfaced”) and with her load lightened we were ready 
to go hunting. 

Fast forward several miles up the logging road, a mile 
or so down a spur, and about 175 yards into thick brush 
that bordered the remains of a skidder trail. Prairie had 
only gotten birdy once, and I might have heard a grouse 
flush. With persistent bleeps coming from the same spot, 
her beeper told me she was working something. I caught 
sight of her head dipping up and down. Prairie is a con-
noisseur of rabbit turds and moose nuggets, but I figured 
she’d had enough unsanctioned food items that morning. 
I whistled and she paid no attention. Then I punched the 
locator button on her collar several times. She turned and 
came running in a funny skipping way, her paws swinging 
up to her snout. Porcupine quills. Lots of them. 

Snapping a short lead on her, I hollered “Porcupine!” 
into my walkie-talkie, calling my hunting partners for 
help. Then my young quill chomper and I started the walk 
out, stumbling through tangled raspberry bushes and de-
cades-old rotten slash. Prairie mastered a fine two-step: 
two steps forward, swipe swipe swipe; two steps forward, 
swipe swipe. By the time we staggered onto the road and 
she’d cleverly transferred a bunch of quills to her shoul-
der in a pattern identical to rotator cuff acupuncture, Patti, 
Misi and Cindy arrived. We threw a kennel mat on Misi’s 

tailgate and flopped Prairie on top. I hugged her back end, 
worthlessly whispering calming words into her right rear 
flank. Cindy consoled the front end somewhere – I can’t 
know where since I was glued to the lesser business end 
of the dog. Patti found a stick to use as a dowel to keep 
Prairie’s mouth open, and they went to work. Patti Carter 
and Misi Knutson are talented, experienced quill pullers.

Forty-five drooly, bloody minutes later, the quills were 
out of her shoulder, mouth, jowls, and tongue. Prairie was 
ready to resume hunting. (Side note: Dogs’ resiliency is 
amazing. If we humans had gone through that, we’d need a 
week off to put cool compresses on our face and feel mon-
umentally sorry for ourselves.) 

The next cover was a favorite where the road tapered 
to a trail thickly grown with alders on both sides. Prairie 
only got birdy once, and I might have heard a grouse flush. 
More important, about a quarter of the way up the trail 
something bright yellow dangling from my vest caught my 
eye. It was the batteries inside my Astro GPS. I’d lost the 
battery cover, obviously with the same technique I used 
latching Prairie’s crate that morning. 

Miraculously, I found it as we retraced our steps back to 
my Jeep. Things were looking up.

In the last cover we hunted, Prairie only got birdy once, 
and I might have heard a grouse flush. But driving to our 

cocktail hour rendezvous, I spotted a big bird on the side 
of the road. Glowing in the late afternoon sunlight was 
a plump partridge picking gravel and teasing me with its 
I-don’t-see-you attitude. I shut the motor off and shim-
mied my gun into my lap, digging into my pocket for 
two shells. With all the stealth a person can muster while 
wearing a bulging bird vest loaded with ammo, water 
bottles, and enough electronic equipment to stock a Ra-
dio Shack outlet, I crept out the driver’s side door and 
paced slowly towards the bird. 

The bird looked up. Then it looked away. I closed my 
gun and froze. Two more steps and bird dashed across 
the road. I ran after it, snarling “Fly! Come on you lazy 
son-of-a-grouse, fly!” 

The bird scampered into the woods, crossing flattened 
leaves in an open patch. The devil on my right shoul-
der told me to shoot it on the ground. The angel on my 
left shoulder enumerated the sins I’d commit lying about 
how I got the bird. And from the depths of the Jeep came 
the muffled cry of a bird dog who understands that any 
bird taken without her help is flat out wrong since from 
muffins and quills to Hail Mary shots, running wood-
cock and elusive grouse, she and I are in this together. I 
went back to the Jeep and dug out the Milkbones to give 
her a snack. 

  Day Three: 
A Hunt Story, 
Sort Of

Sometimes the story of a day’s hunt doesn’t say much 
about shots fired or birds in the bag...
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ON THE 
RIGHT TRACK

By Tracy Harmeyer
Cedar Grove, Wisconsin

Aggression Management: Part 1. 
Understanding communication between dogs.

The advice in this article is based on things that have 
worked on aggressive dogs that I have worked with, 
and should be considered as suggestions, not hard 

and fast rules. Remember that every dog responds different-
ly to pressure and training, and without meeting your dog 
I have no way to know if these suggestions will work for 
you. Please proceed with caution, as aggressive behavior 
can sometimes bring unpredictable behavior. While I have 
worked with a lot of aggressive dogs, I have never “cured” a 
dog from being aggressive, but I have had a lot of success in 
managing and teaching people how to better read their dogs 
and stop aggressive behavior before it gets started. 

Dog behavior is easier to understand if you understand 
how they communicate with each other. If you use “dog lan-
guage” to talk to your dog you need to teach them less, be-
cause they already know this form of communication. Dogs 
communicate with their tail, ears, barking, growling and 
teeth. A tucked tail and high tail can both signal aggression. 
A dog that is afraid is much more unpredictable than a dog 
that is dominant. A tail that is straight out or down but not 
tucked is a relaxed dog. Other signs of relaxation are licking 
the lips, a heavy sigh, laying down in the open, and shaking 
off or smelling things. By contrast, signs of tension include 
a rigid body, pinned ears, high tail, tucked tail, heavy pant-
ing, pacing, trying to hide and/or hackles up. Pay attention 
to these little cues and get used to reading them to see if you 
can predict your dog’s next behavior. The better you get at 
reading your dog the better you can train him or her. It’s a 
good idea to observe one dog at a time; watch their ears, tail 
and eyes. See if you can pick up on how they are going to 
react to things, before they start reacting. The better you get 
at this, the easier it will be to stop a behavior before it starts. 

If we talk to a dog like it’s a human, then we have to first 
teach it human language. Human to human interaction is so 

much more complicated, and it takes a bit for dogs to under-
stand how to react to it. It is very hard to dissuade unwanted 
behavior by using human emotions. For example, if your 
dog is barking aggressively at a dog when on a leash, getting 
angry at him will teach him to fear you, not respect you, and 
he could lash back at you. Similarly, depression and feelings 
of sadness will make your commands less firm, and the dog 
will feel the need to take control, in turn escalating the unde-
sirable behavior. Finally, do not give positive reinforcement 
in the presence of unwanted behavior; this will teach your 
dog that the unwanted behavior is being praised, and you 
want him to repeat it next time. 

In my opinion, dogs do not want to be in charge, but some-
times feel that they need to be in order to survive. In a pack, 
the leader is in charge of when all dogs eat, when and how 
they hunt, and when they relax. Without a pack leader, the 
pack will perish. Your dog would rather go lay down and 
let the alpha handle the situation. You need to be the pack 
leader, the alpha, the one in charge. If you don’t take charge, 
your dog will. 

Communication between dogs is very simple. They warn 
once, then they touch and then the alpha rolls over the sub-
ordinate. Dogs warn by growling, then they touch with 
their mouth/teeth, and then they make the subordinate sub-
mit. They don’t warn two or three times like we do. With 
this in mind, when telling your dog to do something, only 
give one command. If that does not work the very next 
move is to touch. How you touch depends on your dog’s 
reaction to pressure. The more pressure your dog requires 
the harder your touch will be. You want to touch your dog 
at a level that it won’t want it to happen again. You can 
touch your dog physically, with an e-collar, or with a tug 
on the checkcord. If the touch does not work, then you can 
roll it over and put it in a submissive position. The dog will 

learn that if it does not listen to a command, that can lead to 
being put in a submissive position and it will start to listen 
the very first time.

Respect brings love, love does not bring respect! The 
more respect you demand, the more your dog will love you 
and the greater your bond will be.

Making the dog submit is not holding it on the ground, 
and as soon as you let go it bounces up like nothing hap-
pened. If you ever get the opportunity to watch a dam 
with her pups you will see how it is done. She will growl, 
then nip, then put her mouth around the puppy’s neck and 
take it to the floor. She will let go, and, if the pup pops up, 
she will push the pup to the floor. She will keep pushing 
the pup to the floor until it stays there when she walks 
away. You can bet the next time she growls at that pup, 
it will be respectful! I like to lay them on their side and 
have them keep their head down. The whole object is not 
to hold them there, it is to get them to stay down when 
you release the pressure. If you start to relax your hand 
and the pup tries to get up, push down. Keep pushing 
down and trying to release until the pup will stay there 
for three seconds without moving. Then get up and walk 
away. There is no “Good dog” or “Atta boy” at the end of 
this exercise. If you do, their energy level will go back to 
what it was before you started.

It is only after both you and the dog understand these 
basic concepts that you can begin to work on aggressive 
behavior. Sometimes by teaching these behavioral con-
cepts at a young age, the problem will start to dissipate. 
You have to remember that it takes about two years to train 
a dog without any vices. In my experience, for every year 
a behavior continues, it will take a month of rehabilitation. 

Next month I will describe how you can expand on these 
techniques to address aggressive behaviors in dogs. 

A group of knowledgeable judges and trainers has been 
assembled and are available to answer your questions 
about training and testing. The topic will vary each 
month based on the questions we receive from our VHD 
readers. Please send your questions to vhd@navhda.org 
with “On the Right Track” in the subject line. 

Tracy Harmeyer is a Senior Judge, a Clinic Leader and 
is also an AKC Hunt Test Judge. She has been a mem-
ber of the Wisconsin Chapter since 1992 and has served 
various roles over the years. She started training dogs 
in 1992 and became a judge in 1994. She has run dogs 
at every level in NAVHDA and AKC including passing 
several dogs in the Invitational. Tracy enjoys time in 
the Northern Woods of Wisconsin hunting grouse and 
woodcock; she also likes to travel to North Dakota and 
Iowa to hunt pheasant and duck. Tracy lives in Cedar 
Grove, Wisconsin where she and her family run Krystal 
Creek Kennel, a 52-run kennel where they breed Ger-
man Shorthaired Pointers and Small Munsterlanders, 
board, groom and train dogs. Dog training started out 
as a hobby, and in 1996 it became her profession. Her 
favorite thing about dog training is watching them think 
with their noses and seeing the young dogs figure things 
out when introduced to new things. 
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Hi again everyone! This is Logan Wickenheiser and I 
wrote to you recapping the journey of my perspec-
tive on my first attempt to run my German shorthair 

in the NA test last spring. As you may remember, the first test 
left me both a bit confused and with a better understanding of 
the commitment needed to have a puppy run in an NA test. 
Yes, it is a “natural ability” test, but for anyone to think this 
is a test just to bring your puppy out and test him only on his 
natural ability, they should think again, as they will quick-
ly understand the hardships, trials and tribulations I felt both 
during after the test concluded. 

I have to admit I was really down after the test results were 
given, but the head judge Darin Tolzin and several members 
were very positive and encouraging with me. Darin told me 
that of all the things a puppy can fail on for an NA test, point-
ing was the most easily correctable, and the result of the test 
was not a setback but an opportunity. This would be an oppor-
tunity to spend more time and bring out the natural ability of 
my dog, training my dog, and having more of a hunting dog 
because now I was going to have a goal to retest again in Au-
gust. Then my dad and I sat down and talked about our game 
plan. Our goal was to work with Chase two times per week for 
about an hour a day.

 For the pointing issue he and other members had very sim-
ilar advice, but it seemed so simple that I just had a hard time 
thinking it would work. What was this miracle advice/method 
you ask? Field time and birds, but mostly the birds. It seemed 
simple, but it required help from my club and its members. 

This is where I think NAVHDA shines. Without NAVHDA 
I wouldn’t have had the advice, the tools and gained relation-
ships from other dog owners. I had mentioned this earlier, but 
the test day was not a very good day for many of us testing. 
The conditions, based on a huge storm during the test, were 

tough for most of the dogs. A few of us left test day very un-
sure of ourselves and our dogs. I talked with one of the youth 
testers from Bismarck who had a great day on track the week 
prior only to have that go south the second time around. 

Another guy named Jake had a pudelpointer who had about 
the same day as us. We had lots of the bird flushing and chas-
ing, with no pointing, and it left us with a bad taste of what 
just happened after the test. My dad and Jake talked a lot af-
ter the test and decided the two dogs had primarily the same 
issues, and maybe we could work together on training them. 

Anyway, back to the method... first of all, they told me I have 
to find some pigeons—better yet lots of pigeons—and launch 
them. So, Dad started asking members if they had availability 
of finding some pigeons. We were in luck as a member of the 
Red River Valley chapter was able to find us some pigeons.  
OK, now we have birds, where do we put them? So my dad 
and I decided to build a chicken coop. The two of us had a 
great time building this pigeon pen. I learned a lot from that 
also. We built a pigeon indoor and outdoor area where we 
could separate them when we needed to. When we started 
training, it was amazing how many people had so many dif-
ferent methods of training. So we started with the biggest 
issue, working on the pointing.  

Let the Games Begin 
One of the first things pretty much everyone told us to do 
was to expose my dog to tons of birds and launch them. Let’s 
call step #1 “let ‘em fly.” They told us to hunt the dog as nor-
mal, but when the dog entered the scent cone to launch the 
bird and let the chase begin. As we were training, we started 
counting how much money we were spending every time a 
pigeon/chukar got away. One day my dad even had three birds 
escape getting them out of a small dog kennel being used as a 

bird box and trying to get them into the launcher. We laughed, 
“There goes 10 bucks. Oops another 6,” my dad said, and on 
and on as we started to train and let birds fly. 

Pointing Training
Both Jake and I rotated Chase and Maple for about a doz-
en birds, letting them reach the scent cone, and when they 
turned and moved in on the birds, we launched them and let 
them fly away. For the first couple we didn’t even try to call 
them back. We let them chase the birds all the way across the 
field. It was hot that night, and the dogs chased the next cou-
ple birds for only hundreds of yards, then shorter distances, 
and shorter, and all of a sudden each of them had a break-
through… they both stopped and pointed on their fourth 
bird. I cannot begin to tell you the feeling Jake, my dad and 
I all felt when the dogs began to point out birds. One more 
bird each that night, with great results, and we called it a day.

As we trained more and more, Chase progressed so much 
that one day we had a strong wind and he pointed from 40+ 
yards away!!

Dogs sure are smart, and they pick up on little tricks quick-
ly. We could tell right away that they would follow our scent 
to find birds, so we did our best to change that tactic. We 
also used flags to mark our launchers, and then we noticed 
they became very familiar with the flag and began running 
right up to them. At one point Chase was so used to flag 
hunting, I wanted to see what happened when I set a flag out 
in the yard—he looked for what seemed like twenty minutes 
straight for a bird to be near it. He even locked up on a bush 
close by where we would frequently hide birds in for train-
ing. We got smart and we learned to use multiple flags to try 
to fool the dogs, one here, one there, and doubled up flags 
where the launchers were. We then got nylon strips of tape 
to tie around weeds, and that worked really well for a while 
for planting birds without launchers. When we removed the 
launchers from the training portion, we used a long check 
cord on the dog’s waist as a ‘just in case’ method to keep 
them back several feet, and also to hold them there until the 
bird was launched to try to keep them from catching birds. 

Jake found a way to get more pigeons for free and we got 
a ton of them. It was much easier to train when cost of birds 
flying away was not a concern. We spread the word quickly 
that we had birds, and training nights went from the two of 
us to four of us. It was very fun and very productive in many 
ways. We all learned a lot from watching each other and 
from each others mistakes. Some things worked great and 
others were, well, not so great. One day we tied a chukar 
to a fishing line to try to retrieve the bird, but the dog got 
caught in the line and the dog caught the bird anyway. That 
was one of our not so great ideas. Another priceless moment 

was using much too young of a pigeon in the launchers… 
that ended poorly as well as the pigeon only flew three feet.

We actually began letting our dogs work together, and one 
time one dog would find it and point, the next time the other 
dog would find it. Chase even began to back naturally, which 
was a huge bonus for us. We were encouraged during train-
ing to move to the next phase to shoot birds as a reward for 
a good solid point, and let them fly away when they didn’t. 
If we didn’t, the concern was the dogs may get bored and 
lose interest. That new introduction of the training was like 
turning the switch on for the dogs. It really worked great 
with even better pointing.

When Chase didn’t do so well on the spring test, my dad 
wanted to give me a couple chances to test in the fall, so he 
signed me up for two fall tests. About two weeks before the 
first test I had a lot of camps and vacations, so I didn’t get 
to train as much as my dad. We had one last training night 
before the test, and it didn’t go so well for me. I got nervous 
on testing Chase and asked my dad if he would test him at 
the Central Dakota Chapter and maybe I could do it at Red 
River Valley? He knew how important this was for me, and 
he agreed to handle Chase in the first test. His test went real-
ly well, and he told me one funny story about how Chase ran 
down by the bird setters and pointed at the jackpot... a whole 
pile of chukar in a bird box. My dad asked kiddingly to the 
judge if that counted as a point and they both just laughed, 
and the judge said unfortunately, “Nope.” Chase did great 
that day. Dad said now the pressure is off and to just go out 
and have fun with Chase. He will do great. He was confi-
dent, but I was not.

As fantastic a day as it was for the NA test, it was also a 
very sad day for NAVHDA and the Mike Jepsen family and 
friends. We lost Mike that day as he lost his battle to cancer. 
My only experience with Mike was when we went down to 
his kennel in Montana—he was joking around with my dad 
and said we should’ve bought two puppies instead of just 
one. He gave me lots of advice with the puppy. Everyone 
said he was an amazing, huge-hearted guy and will be tru-
ly missed. Mike Jepsen was very active person in NAVH-
DA and kept track of his puppies, and my dad thinks Mike 
would have been very proud of Chase that day. Mike had 
kept a female of that litter, named Hazel, and gave her away 
when his health was failing him. And, what a small world, 
Chase’s sister Hazel was at the test that day.  

Test Day
A week later it was my turn to test Chase at the Red River 
Valley Chapter. When I got to the test site at Brewer Lake 
I was told about a line-up change, and I was moved from 
eighth dog running to second. I wanted to give him a good 

Our Wild 
Goose Chase Part 2

By Logan Wickenheiser
Horace, North Dakota
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Become a Pheasants Forever Member Today and 
Claim Your FREE PF Leash & Collapsible Dog 

Bowl, Your Best Friend Will Thank You!

www.pheasantsforever.org/NAVHDA

Help Us Protect the Healthy 
Habitat and Wild Places You and 

Your Bird Dog Love to Roam.

THE RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY – 
PRESERVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS:

HEALTHY FORESTS
ABUNDANT WILDLIFE

SPORTING TRADITIONS
Join Today!
RuffedGrouseSociety.Org
1-888-564-6747

Photo by Nancy Anisfi eld

Use code NAVHDAHAT for a FREE HAT with your order |  DAKOTA283.COM  |  866.595.4332

RUGGED TRAVEL GEAR
TO PROTECT YOUR
PRECIOUS CARGO

run to settle him down a bit before we started, but, unfortu-
nately, I was not able to proceed with that plan. So, when 
I let him out of his kennel and walked him to the starting 
line for the field work, he was surprisingly calm… until I 
unhooked him. He raced away... it looked like 40 mph and 
up and over a hill he went. I just let him because I was con-
cerned I couldn’t call him back. So, he went over the hill and 
up the next and flushed the first bird, and I’m thinking, “Oh 
no, here we go again.” So I tried to whistle him back, and he 
eventually did, thankfully without a bird. As we were walk-
ing, I remembered I hadn’t heard any shots yet so I asked 
the judge, “How many shots are there supposed to be?’’ He 
laughed and said, “I should probably do that huh?” After the 
shots were fired, it seemed to give him a wake-up call and 
Chase found and perfectly pointed a bird for long enough, 
flushed it, and then caught it. I tried not to whistle too much 
for Chase to come back, but I must have (Dad said I whistled 
so much I sounded like a marching band), but it was a strug-
gle to get him to listen to me that day, and I couldn’t figure 
out why. We walked all the way around the field, and I was 
starting to get worried because Chase hadn’t found another 
bird yet. When we were really close to the end on time, he 
locked up, and I went to flush it this time to see if I could 
get him to listen to me better that way, but the bird only flew 
literally three feet and Chase caught it. After that we were on 
our way out of the field when Chase flushed a hen pheasant 
(when he should have pointed) that wasn’t planted, and he 
was off to the races again… At that point, though, the judge 
said we were done and to leash up my dog. So, I got up over 
the hill where Chase had just run, got him back, leashed him 
up, gave him a bunch of love, and put him back in the ken-
nel. My dad was planting birds and was in a low spot, so he 
had no idea how things went. He called me for the update 
later and, after my report, he congratulated me and gave me 
some grief about the whistle marching band. 

The Water Test
We walked up to the testing spot which also happened to be 
the beach at the Brewer Lake campground where the test 
was. The first dog wasn’t ready, so they called me up to test 
Chase. He pretty much dragged me to the waters edge, very 
excited to play fetch. When I first let him off the leash and 
grabbed a bumper he was preoccupied by all the smells, 
showed almost no interest and went to sniff at some cat tails. 
So, I swung the bumper around a bit, and he finally came 
back after what felt like forever, and he tried to grab it, so 
I threw it in the water and he went and got it. As he was 
coming back, I wasn’t sure if I should show off and throw 
it really far or not, so I decided not to and just threw it 15 
yards again, and Chase went and got it and brought it back, 
no problem, as always. 

The Last Part of the Test… The Track
The field marshal had just got us in the on-deck spot, when 
the judges called us over. When I got up to them the judge 
showed me the feather pile and pointed in a direction and 

told me the bird went straight away, but when I released 
Chase he went more to the right of me, on a slow walk with 
his nose to the ground. During my training portion of this, 
Dad told me my body language was important, so I froze on 
the spot, continually looking directly where I wanted him to 
go. After a few minutes he came back to me, looked at me, 
smelled the feather pile, and went towards the right again for 
40-50 yards, not on the line the judge had told me. At that 
point the judge told me to call him back, leash him up and 
exit the field. I was very confused and concerned. On the 
way out from the track, my dad was bringing another bird 
for the next track, and I said Chase went the wrong way, but 
he smiled and he told me he had actually seen the direction 
the bird ran and it seemed to him Chase tracked where my 
dad thought the bird had went. I was thinking Dad may have 
been seeing things and thought, “We will see.” I am glad 
they use three judges because I found out later the judge 
handling me during that event did indeed get turned around 
a bit, and the other two judges told me Chase did fantastic. 

The Scores Are In
The judges got us all together after the test and started read-
ing the scores. Chase’s final scores were... Use of Nose 4, 
Search 4, Water 4, Pointing 4, Tracking 4, Desire to Work 
4, and Cooperation 3—earning a 110 pt. Prize I!!! It was no 
surprise Chase got dinged to a 3 on Cooperation for bump-
ing the first bird. A much better result from the fail score the 
first time through. I even tied my dad, who got a 3 in Track-
ing but a 4 in everything else.

Our three other musketeers that trained with us all summer 
also did great that day. All four of our dogs prized that day! 
I was so relieved and ecstatic, I can’t even begin to explain 
how happy I was… And now on to training Chase for the 
next step, the UT.

Central Dakota and Red River Valley Chapters put on 
great tests. The food at both events was outstanding as we 
had burgers hot off the grill, fresh fruit salads and chips, and 
even some fresh chukar.

I think everyone who gets a pointer should do the NA test. 
It’s an experience everyone should have. It certainly made 
me and Chase better for doing it.

Thank you: Jake Backer, our training partner, who rarely 
ever missed a night, and we literally could not have done 
without! Kyle Burlow, our Red River Valley Training di-
rector and photographer, and all the volunteers at the test 
and for assistance this summer for training and testing. To 
Dan and Julie Dorfschmidt who let us test on their proper-
ty due to blue-green algae at Sweet Briar Lake where the 
test was originally planned, and providing older pheasants 
to overcome the track obstacles from the young pheasants 
that wouldn’t run away. To the judges from all three tests 
for the encouragement and assistance throughout the test; 
Darin Tolzin, Jeff Jalbert, Travis Miller, Steve Buck, Dan 
Pforr, Terrance Petro, Craig McLaughlin, Mark Krueger and 
Richard Sears Jr.
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I entered the world of the versatile dog community after my 
loyal hunting Labrador retriever started to show signs of 
age and decline. Being primarily a water fowler and deer 

hunter, I was headed back to the Black Lab community as my 
loyal hunting companion of over 10 years had done all that I 
ever asked of him.

I had seen some pointers work at a friend’s annual upland 
game bird hunt and was so impressed that I decided to gather 
some additional opinions before I took my next step. I was 
told that these GSP things could do all that a Lab does—and 
then some, so I had to learn some more.

I heard tale of dogs that could point birds, find downed fowl, 
and run deer like a champ. I had to see it to believe it, so I 
took the time to meet a breeder that was recommended. At the 
kennel I met the owners, and they introduced me to a couple 
of great dogs. That afternoon they showed me how the dogs 
worked in the field, and it was awesome. They then switched 
gears, and were remarkable as well in the duck pond. I was 
very impressed, and I soon found myself on the list for the 
next litter of pups.

That March I took receipt of my first German Shorthaired 
Pointer. By this time, I had already read the NAVHDA Green 
Book a couple of times and was ready to begin training for the 
Natural Ability Test that was scheduled six short months away.

During his initial training, I watched as this brave, bold, and 
observant puppy blossomed into a young hunter. That sum-

mer we trained on some pigeons, pheasants, ducks, and chu-
kars in preparation for our NAVHDA test and the upcoming 
hunting season. In short order I was impressed to see how 
this young dog handled so many different types of game. He 
began to point, track, and eagerly retrieve everything that we 
put in front of him. It was all very impressive. He was ready 
for both his first test and his first hunting season.

With the test behind us, we were ready to enjoy our first 
opening day. That morning I knocked down a wood duck, it 
fell in the tall weeds to the left of the small pond we were 
hunting. I did not want to send my pup to anything but a suc-
cessful retrieve, so I walked him over to about 20-30 yards 
from where I thought the bird had fallen. Once there I sent 
him on his way and about 20 seconds later he brought back a 
handsome wood duck which he delivered right to my hand. I 
was thrilled.

I hadn’t been avoiding geese, as those honkers represent 
one of my most beloved hunts, but I really wanted to work 
him on some more small ducks before I tested him on larger 
game. But, as luck would have it, a couple of Canada geese 
made their way to my blind. I fired on both, and that eight-
month-old dog brought back these two, full-sized greater 
Canada geese with great pride and poise. I was amazed to see 
my pup handle these geese like a veteran.

That summer I had also been teaching him how to find bal-
ance and comfort in a kayak. I knew doing so would open a 
number of very challenging but rewarding hunting opportu-
nities. That season I think we shot more than half our ducks 
from the seat on our Pelican Kayak. He was steady on the boat 
to sight, wing, flight, shot, and fall. Once the bird was down, 
I would send him on command, and he would bring the bird 
back to the boat. Once at the boat he would deliver the bird to 
one hand while I grabbed him by the scruff with the other to 
bring him back on board. He loved it all!

Later that season I had a chance to give him some more 
bird hunting exposure in Saskatchewan Canada. On this trip, 
aside from learning how to fly on a plane, he got a lifetime of 
experience in a very short period. We hunted several mallard 
ponds, and we had the good fortune to enjoy a ten-man snow 
goose hunt where he retrieved nearly 100 birds for us. The 
wide-open prairies proved to be a remarkable training ground 
as the white downed birds were generally easy to see amongst 
the cut crop fields.

The most memorable retrieve of our week in Saskatchewan 
was a 700-yard track and retrieve on a large drake mallard. I 
know it sounds like a tall tale, but I assure you it happened. 
We shot four or five ducks in one volley. Some of the game 
landed right in front of us, but this one particular duck was 
wounded, and he floated off only to fall to the flat land about 
200 yards from where we had pulled the trigger. I did not dare 
send my young dog from that distance, as I could not confirm 
that he saw it fall. So, I walked him around the pond to the 
place that I thought it had landed. Then, I sent him on a land 
version of a land-based duck search. Within a minute his nose 
became glued to the ground. It was now clear that he was on 
a live track. I watched as he traveled farther and farther away, 
and I could see just how far he went because of his Garmin 
Alpha GPS collar. At 750 yards I saw him jump in the air and 
then begin his return to me. As he got closer I could see the 
drake in his chops. WOW... every step of the way this dog was 
getting better and better.

The next part of our trip included a wild boar hunt. I did not 
take him into the actual boar hunt, as I was stalking them with 
a bow and did not want to put him in danger so, unfortunately, 
he stayed at the camp. That evening, right at dark, I nestled 
an arrow into the vitals of a nice boar. It was dark, and with 
the commotion of his fleeting herd, I decided to back out and 
let him expire. The next morning, we brought my dog to the 
place where the arrow hit that pig and he followed the blood 
track right to the feet of the deceased beast.

Our list of successfully hunted game was expanding.
Back in Ontario, and after some additional waterfowl and 

upland game hunts, we embarked on our annual deer hunting 
trip. In our area the use of licensed dogs is permitted, so I 
added a license to his tag and we sent out for some whitetail 
deer. Our gang is primarily a meat hunting group, so I asked 
them to shoot the first deer they saw in the hopes that it would 
provide my pup with some valuable experience. We set out on 
our first deer drive, and we were pushing game to the block-
ers ahead of us. I could keep an eye on my dog again via the 
Garmin GPS. I used the GPS because if I could see that he 
was on point, then my commitment was to get to him, and 
help him off the bird instead of calling him off any pointed 
birds in error, and hence undoing some of the progress he has 
already made. I was amazed by the distance he traveled on 
a single push. He would travel seven to eight times what the 
average human hunter would.

On his first deer drive, we entered the woods and he took off 
like a shot, again he covered the land like 10 men. He covered 
more land than I ever would have, and then in a flash he was 
gone and out of sight. He was headed straight to our block of 
hunters ahead. I heard a shot, and then over the radios, “Deer 
down.” I was certain my dog was on that deer. As I climbed 
the final hill and approached the shooter, I could see the deer 
at his feet and my dog just a few more feet to the side. A few 
seasons later, with many deer assists and tracks to his credit, 
we had another first. I was on a piece of land where I turn 
from Deer Dogger to Deer Blocker. My dog, my father, my 

two young sons, and a couple guys from our camp were ready 
to drive some game toward me. I was stationed at a strategic 
escape route and the push began. Halfway through the push I 
could hear something traveling towards me. I readied my gun 
as the game approached. I was hoping for a long-tined buck 
to hit my view but instead I filled my peep sight with a nice 
black bear. Two shots rang out at the bruin headed back into 
the bush. I radioed to my group to let them know I had hit a 
bear, and I was certain it could not have gone far. Not long 
after the shots sounded my dog appeared right on the bears 
tracks and boom, he slammed into a super steady point as he 
located the deceased bear. And like that he had added another 
successful species to his list of accreditations.

This pup is now nearing four years of age, and I can only 
hope that we have many great memories and experiences in 
our future. It’s not all about the field though; at home there 
is the funny stuff. He can catch flying frisbees like a wide 
receiver and he retrieves the kids sleighs from the bottom of 
the toboggan hill. In the house, he has been trained to bring 
me my slippers on command, he can find my phone when it 
rings, he can rip the TV remote from the kids hands (without 
harming them) when I want to watch football instead of their 
kids’ shows. But, best of all, he will bring me beverages from 
my friends’ coolers when they are not looking.

Versatile – You bet they are.

V E R S A T I L E 
you bet they are By Matt Pomeroy

Elginburg, Ontario
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When it comes to grains, by-
products and raw diets — all hot
topics in regard to your dog’s
nutrition — do you know what’s
myth from what’s fact?  

“Quality diet and nutrition are
essential to helping a dog live a
long, healthy life. However, many
owners aren’t aware of what this
consists of and are looking to the
latest trends and fads to help

make decisions about their dog’s health,” explains
Purina Veterinary Communications Manager Shelly
Adrian, DVM. “It’s important to learn the facts behind the
myths that are out there so you can make well-informed
decisions about feeding your hardworking dog.”

MYTH: Dogs are carnivores and should be fed a
raw, meat-based diet. Cooking destroys nutrients

in dog food, so raw meat provides better nutrition.
FACT: Dogs aren’t wolves, they’re omnivores. Although
raw food diet proponents claim health benefits such
as improved digestion, firmer stool, healthier skin and
coats, and nutrition more akin to the “wild diet,” very
few of these claims are supported by published research.
Raw food diets can actually pose serious health risks,
including foodborne illness for both humans and dogs
caused by bacterial contamination of uncooked meat,
physical injury caused by bones, and potential nutrient
imbalances or deficiencies. Certain cooking processes
in the manufacture of dog food can actually increase
the digestibility of protein by gelatinizing the collagen,
as well as the digestibility of grains and starchy foods
by altering the cellular structure of the starch granules. 

MYTH: Grains are unnecessary fillers in dog food
— not only are dogs allergic, they also cannot

digest grains to use as energy. 
FACT: Grains are a nutritionally valuable ingredient in
dog food, as they are an important source of many
nutrients such as protein, fiber, essential fatty acids,
B-vitamins and minerals. Grains can also provide a
source of readily digestible carbohydrates, helping to
meet a crucial physiological need for glucose, the most
important energy source for all cells in the body. What’s
more, true food allergies are rare in dogs, and the

offending substances usually aren’t
grains. However, Purina respects and
accommodates those dog owners
who are selective about particular
ingredients and choose to feed an
appropriate grain-free diet, offering
a range of grain-fee formulas that are nutritionally
complete and balanced. 

MYTH: By-products are just cheap,
low-quality fillers used in dog food. 

FACT: By-products are a common 
ingredient in dog foods and can pro-
vide a highly digestible and nutritious
source of protein and essential amino
acids, vitamins, minerals and healthy fats. By-products
actually can deliver more essential 
nutrients than regular muscle meat. Purina only uses
safe and clean, high-quality by-products, including
nutrient-rich organ meats (livers, kidneys, lungs and
spleens), corn gluten meal and tallow. Foods made
with by-products also are more sustainable, allowing
the use, rather than the waste, of nutritious compo-
nents of a whole-food ingredient. 

The most important aspect of dog food is whether
it provides complete and balanced nutrition for pets.
“Owners should have a good understanding of the
ingredients used in their dog’s food — such as grains
and by-products — and the benefits they bring,” 
Dr. Adrian says. 

Owners also should research the quality and safety
standards of their dog food and know who makes it,
where it’s made, the steps taken to ensure the quality
and safety of their food, and if their food meets or
exceeds FDA and AAFCO standards. Dr. Adrian suggests
contacting or checking their pet food manufacturer’s
website or speaking with their veterinarian.

You can also visit www.purina.com/nutrition to
learn more about the nutrition, quality and safety
of dog food.  �
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CORRECTION
Due to an error, the Tips From Purina Pro Plan “Recovery Strategies
for Sporting Dogs” advertorial that was published in the Versatile
Hunting Dog September 2018 issue mistakenly reported that a
dog can be given a 1 percent solution of glycerol 24 days before
a trial to promote water loading to the muscles. The story should
have read 24 hours. Purina regrets the error. 

NUTRITION FOR YOUR DOG:   
THE TOP 3 MYTHS ABOUT GRAINS, BY-PRODUCTS 

AND RAW DIETS, DEBUNKED!
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Over 100 participants recently celebrated 
the bond formed when grateful citizens 
share their talented hunting dogs in the 

field with veterans and active-duty military mem-
bers. The Nov. 7-9 effort was Wingshooting USA 
TV’s “Fur Feathers Friends … powered by Toy-
ota … destination Kansas” event, a unique thank 
to those who serve or have served the country.

Organizer and Wingshooting USA creator 
Scott Linden: “To say there were new friendships 
formed is a massive understatement. Old friends 
became closer, and the wonder of our dogs’ skills 
and talents brought out the fellowship I knew 
would flourish. There was positive energy and 
gratitude in the field and the clubhouse.”

Participants came from 21 states, and almost 
100 dogs showed off their work at Rav-
enwood Lodge near Topeka. Most of the 
harvested pheasants were donated to a 
Thanksgiving dinner at nearby Ft. Leaven-
worth for service members and allied forc-
es far from home. Military guests were es-
corted in the field by members – and dogs 
– from the North American Versatile Hunt-
ing Dog Association and fans of Linden’s 
show, some traveling from as far away as 
Maine and Florida. The dogs’ skills and 
talent was the most talked-about aspect of 
the event among military guests.

The goals of fellowship and gratitude 
are magnified while hunting and watching 

well-trained dogs work a field, says Linden. 
“Dogs are incredible animals, we’ve been hunting 
partners for millennia. Working toward a common 
goal bonds us like no other experience,” he added. 
“What better way to thank our heroes than to share 
that magic.”

Title sponsor Toyota was joined by the Kansas 
Dept. of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism in support-
ing the event, enabling Linden to quadruple the 
number of participants from the previous ver-
sion. Topeka’s Lewis Toyota “recruited” military 
guests and supported the event with staff partic-
ipation. A reception honoring military service 
members was sponsored by Hog Wild Pit Bar-
B-Q of Topeka. The Wingshooting USA episode 
made at the event will air in summer, 2019. 

2018 Toyota-Wingshooting USA TV 
“Fur Feathers Friends”

Event Sees Quadrupled Participation
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And some other important stuff 
you really should think about reading... 
To all breeders: when submitting a litter registration please 
make sure to sign your application, both owner of the sire 
and dam need to sign the application before you submit the 
registration application.

To all members: please keep your contact and mailing 
information up to date.  Email the international office at 
navoffice@navhda.org with any changes.

The International office is having problems reading many of 
the application requests for both registry and membership. 
Please type the application or write clearly, as this is very 
time consuming. Also, when attaching documents to the 
International office email for registrations, please attach 
a pdf file. Look at what you are attaching before sending, 
because the office is having problems getting blank applica-
tions, and the attachments are not readable. The files need 
to be 8”x11,” and not dark. 

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short train-
ing tips and anything else that you’d like to share in The 
Forum.  Please send them to vhd@navhda.org.

THE FORUM  

Photo of the Month

Kennel Name Applications 

These applications for registration of kennel names have been received 
by the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written and submitted 
to Steve Brodeur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520, Arlington Hts, IL 
60006, on or before February 1, 2018. To obtain registration forms, write 
the Registrar at the above address or go to www.navhda.org. 

KENNEL NAMES BREED OWNERS

CLASSIFIEDS  

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through the 
NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in the “Pre-Pay 
VHD Ads” section. All classified ads are limited to 35 
words and price is $35.00 for all categories. Submission 
deadline for classifieds is the first of the month before the 
month of issue. For example: deadline for March issue is 
February 1st.  

Got something to sell? Why not advertise with us! We have online 
classifieds available through the NAVHDA store and also magazine 
classifieds and regular ad sizes.  For more information, go to our 
website (www.navhda.org) under “Advertise with Us” for full details.

ROCK CANYON GS SCOTT & SHELLEY BANZHAF
DAKOTA SKY PP STACEY SCHIFF & GLEN KOFFLER

NAVHDA INTERNATIONAL IS SEEKING
 A DIRECTOR OF REGISTRY

Unfortunately, after many years of remarkable service, Steve 
Brodeur has decided to step down from his position as NAVHDA’s 
Director of Registry. We are sorry to see him go and are now in 
the process of recruiting someone to take his place. The Registrar 
is responsible for the administration of NAVHDA’s registry, under 
policies and guidelines approved by the Executive Council, and 
may formulate new policies and guidelines for the registry to be 
considered for approval by the Executive Council. The Registrar 
also chairs the Registry committee and handles all appeals; as such, 
diplomacy is a necessary character trait for this role. Finally, the 
Registrar should be knowledgeable about the registries in both 
NAVHDA and other organizations (AKC, FCI, CKC, FDSB, American 
Field) and must have excellent interpersonal communication 
skills. If you’d like to be considered for the position, please apply 
by email to navoffice@navhda.org with “Registrar” in the subject 
line. Deadline is February 1, 2019.

“A Snowy Retrieve” 

WPG, Gosey (Des Chiens Farceur)

Submitted By Mark Bock, 

McClusky, North Dakota
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NAVHDA Test Results

TARHEEL 11/03/2018 2018-0372 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BURKE’S JT JAX GS 2.44 190 II RYAN H BURKE
FOOTHILLS GIBBS PP 2.73 165 III ROBERT BOWATER

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
FRIEDELSHEIM’S PRINCESS ADDIETUDE GS 4.44 184 II MARK S VINCENT
RGK SASSY WALKER GS 4.93 171 III KYLEY GOOGINS-CALDWELL
RIPSNORTER’S LATE FOR DINNER PP 2.77 177 II MATTHEW BREECE
SILVERPOINT’S BUZZARD ALLEY BLUES WM 2.00 194 II ALAN VISINTAINER

JUDGES:  JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI, MARK S FRALEY, STEVE GREGER

TARHEEL 11/04/2018 2018-0373 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FREDERICK VON WOLFHAUSEN GS 15.37 96 III JEREMY T CRAWFORD

USED BIRD AT WATER  
I-40’S ACE N THE HOLE PP 12.57 112 I PAUL A WILDER

COAT: NO FURNISHINGS  
SHOOTING HIGH’S STEADY POINTS ASPEN GS 12.53 108 II CHARLES C EDWARDS
SIR ODIN SUNDELL WALKER GW 15.60 110 I GABRIEL HALSEY
SUDDEN VALLEY’S ASPEN WV 9.87 104 II BRANDON W JOHNSON
SUNDANCE BLAZING BLITZ GS 15.37 105 I EMILY N SHIREY
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
RGK SASSY WALKER GS 4.93 157 None KYLEY GOOGINS-CALDWELL
SEVEN PINES HAGRID BOGWALKER SP 4.57 161 None JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI

BITE: BUTTBITE  
JUDGES:  MARK S FRALEY, MICHAEL L NEIDUSKI, STEVE GREGER

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/03/2018 2018-0374 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
SILBERKINDER BLAST VON DER PAST MIT PM WM 15.77 93 III SUSAN C WALLACE
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BARON VOM GATLIN CREEK GW 1.47 164 II SCOTT M HEATH

TESTES: MONORCHID  
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FOOTHILLS BROWNIE PP 3.39 181 III STEPHEN C MILLS

TEETH: MISSING 305&405  
NOEL’S BEAUTIFUL CRIMSON ROSE VI 6.86 157 III NOEL WALTER
WINDCHIME’S NELSONS CHIEF GUNNERS MATE GS 2.00 187 II JAMES M NELSON
WOODS AFIRE MURPHY OF LAGNIAPPE VI 3.97 204 I BRYAN IRISH

JUDGES:  TRACY A HARMEYER, TIMOTHY A OTTO, MARK A KRUEGER

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/04/2018 2018-0375 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
DIERENFIELD’S O’ MY MURPHY ON FIRE GR 15.97 95 II JOHN H O’DONNELL
DUNHAM VOM NOBELLE HAUS GS 15.23 99 III JOHN F RUDY III

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
DURGI VOM NOBELLE HAUS GS 15.23 108 II CARLA C CORNETT

TEETH: EXTRA 205  
FAROUT FIELDS READY N’ ABLE BS 13.37 112 I GAYLON SMITH
GREYLOCK GLENS KIRA GR 11.23 98 III PETER S WILK

BITE: UNDERSHOT  
LITTLE BIT BELLES LUCY GR 15.23 110 I FREDERICK L ROWELL
LITTLE BIT WINDY PORTER GR 15.23 108 II LISA D FRICK
PALMETTO BERRY GWEN GO 12.27 110 I PHILLIP L SILVER
SILBERKINDER ‘N SILHOUETTE FLIGHT OF THE NAVIGATOR WM 15.80 112 I CHRISTINA ASCH
SUNDANCE STANIEL CAY GS 13.83 110 I ROBERT B BROWN

TESTES: NEUTERED  
JUDGES:  TRACY A HARMEYER, TIMOTHY A OTTO, MARK A KRUEGER

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/09/2018 2018-0376 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BARBA BAGNATA LEONARDO DA VINCI AVOLIO SP 8.90 72 None MICHAEL A AVOLIO

USED BIRD AT WATER  
KILLBUCK’S II OLIVE PP 13.87 107 II DAVID EPEMA
REECENRIDGEHAVENS HEISSDRAHT FLEETWOOD’S MARK GW 5.87 59 None CONOR S MURRAY
WET ARES GGOT BIRDS GR 9.93 107 I JAMES P KEANE
WHISKEY HILLS RAGAZZA ALLA CANNELLA BI 13.57 107 I VICKIE J IRONS
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
RIDGEHAVEN’S SALT OF LIFE GW 4.47 153 None WADE M LARIVIERE
STONEHENGE CALIFORNIA DREAMIN OF JAKALOR GR 3.60 201 I STEPHANIE R MARTIN

JUDGES:  NORMAN R PRIMA, JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI, JERRI A STANLEY

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/10/2018 2018-0377 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
KILBUCK’S II POPIE OF LITTLE EGYPT PP 6.77 107 II RONALD HILLEGAS
RIPSNORTER’S SENECA PP 14.77 112 I MATTHEW L HOOD
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
KILLBUCK’S II KATHERINE PP 2.39 158 II ROXANN CRONER
SEVEN PINES HAGRID BOGWALKER SP 4.59 162 II JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AUX LAKE MOLLY GR 5.28 195 II LARRY D WOODWARD
MON YOUGH RIVER’ CONRAD GS 2.39 198 II RANDY G KEEFER

JUDGES:  NORMAN R PRIMA, MAX A HOLCHER, JERRI A STANLEY

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/11/2018 2018-0378 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
IVY BROOKE JOIN’N STONEHENGE GR 11.33 112 I STEPHANIE R MARTIN
STELLA DEL NORD SEVENTH SYMPHONY SP 12.57 101 II KEVIN MCCABE
VOM WOLTJEN Q-007 GW 11.27 103 II ROBERT G SCHADE
VOM WOLTJEN QUE GW 11.27 99 III STEPHEN D KANE
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
RIPSNORTER’S LATE FOR DINNER PP 2.79 188 II MATTHEW BREECE
SHORE SHOT’S WRANGLE-EM-UP RIPLEY GS 1.59 171 III JOHN FRANK
TROOPER VON BRUSHYNECK GS 3.48 191 II GLENN A BASKO

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
JUDGES:  NORMAN R PRIMA, JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI, JERRI A STANLEY

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/09/2018 2018-0379 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
HUNTING WITH A PRAYER DESERT JAZMINE GS 10.17 77 III FRAN L TRIMBLE

BITE: UNDERSHOT  
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
GARBONITA TRUE GRIT GS 10.13 198 II GREG D SVANCARA

TESTES: NEUTERED  
KISMET SLIPSTREAM TOPSPIN GS 2.17 154 III KATHRYN A MILLER

JUDGES:  LANCE T VERNAM, GREGORY J WEISS, CLIFFORD J FLEMING

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/10/2018 2018-0380 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
CACTUS COUNTRY DIOR BB 12.70 85 III ANDREW PACHECO

TEETH: MISSING 305&405  
FOOTHILLS JAX PP 14.20 81 None REBECCA SORENSEN

USED BIRD AT WATER -TEETH: MISSING 206- BITE: OVERSHOT--COAT NO FURNISHINGS  
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BONE POINT’S UKIAH GW 4.27 171 None ROBERT D SCHWEIKHARDT

JUDGES:  LANCE T VERNAM, GREGORY J WEISS, CLIFFORD J FLEMING

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/11/2018 2018-0381 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ASPEN HILL SUPER NOVA GS 6.67 86 None JENNIFER SCOVELL
CACTUS COUNTRY DEETS BB 12.73 100 III KEVIN B MORGAN

BITE: UNDERSHOT EYE: MISSING LT EYE- USED BIRD AT WATER  
GREAT OAK’S PEPPER GS 5.57 110 I EDWARD L BROWN
MANSKER’S FRAULEIN LEXI GW 13.17 110 I HOWARD J MANSKER
MUDBONE BINDI VI 11.07 103 II DEREK D TANG
SILVERBAY’S A LITTLE IRISH LUCK @ SILVEREIRE WM 10.67 58 None MAUREEN DUFFY

USED BIRD AT WATER- COAT JUDGED DRY  
JUDGES:  LANCE T VERNAM, GREGORY J WEISS, CLIFFORD J FLEMING

Pointing dogs • Hounds • Flushers • Tracking Dogs 
Authors • Trainers • Conservationists 

Over 180 past episodes to choose from.

Hosted by NAVHDA Sr. Judge  
and life member Ron Boehme

Past guests include... 
Rick, Ronnie and Delmar Smith
Ben O’williams • Blaine Carter

Alan Harmeyer • Ed Bailey • Steven Rinella

Listen anytime from any device.  
Find us on iTunes, Stitcher, and Podbean.           

The Hunting Dog 
Podcast

Help fellow NAVHDA members eat what we hunt by 
sending in your recipes! Email your recipe and photo to 

vhd@navhda.org 
with “Full Circle Fare” in the subject line. 

FULL 
CIRCLE 

FARE By Wight Greger
Oxford, North Carolina

I adapted this recipe from my mother’s beef steak recipe, which we had 
often growing up. It was always one of my favorites!!

I only use the loin for this recipe because it will always turn out tender, 
but feel free to use other cuts if you want. Slice the venison loin on the 
diagonal into ¼ inch thick pieces. Place the slices on a baking sheet 
and place in the freezer for 30 minutes or until good and cold, but not 
frozen. I use a hand-crank style meat tenderizer, but a motorized one 
would also work. A hand-held meat tenderizer will work as well. Work-
ing quickly, feed each slice into the tenderizer and place back on cold 
baking sheet. 

Cubed 
Venison Steak 

with Gravy 
(Southern-Style!)

Ingredients 
1-2 pounds venison cube steak
Flour, seasoned with salt and LOTS of pepper
½ stick butter
Water or stock

Instructions 
Dredge the cube steak in the seasoned flour mixture, coating evenly 
on both sides. Place back in the refrigerator until ready to use, and set 
aside the remaining flour. Melt the butter in a cast iron pan until slight-
ly brown. Carefully add the cube steak to the pan and let brown for 
approximately 1 minute. Turn and brown the other side. Add enough 
water or stock to cover the meat, turn heat to simmer, and cover. Cook 
approximately 15 to 20 minutes. Remove the meat from the pan and 
place aside, covering to keep warm. NOTE: The meat will not have a 
crispy crust. Stir 2-3 tbsp. of the seasoned flour into ½ cup of water and 
whisk to remove all lumps. Turn the meat drippings and stock that was 
left in the pan to medium high and pour in the water-flour mixture. Stir 
constantly until gravy thickens, adding more water or stock if needed. 
Add additional salt and pepper and serve with rice, pouring gravy over 
the meat and rice. Serve with the vegetable of your choice.
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2019 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date Chapter/Location Test Type Contact Telephone E-mail
Feb 22-24 Valley Of The Sun AZ NA/UPT/UT Erv Comer 480/628 7901 ervcomer@gmail.com
Feb 22-23 Texas TX NA/UPT/UT Gregory Kadesch 817/271 7878 greg.kadesch@texasnavhda.org
Feb 23-24 Mid South GA NA/UPT/UT Mike Berkhan  404/406 0785 bermi@bellsouth.net
Mar 2-3 Tarheel NC NA/UPT/UT Kyley Googins-caldwell 910/514 6059 kyley.googins@gmail.com
Mar 2-3 Lone Star TX NA/UPT/UT Megan Murphy 281/989 5933 megan-murphy@att.net
Mar 9-10 Florida Palmetto FL NA/UPT/UT Danelle Snyder 321/750 7386 dysnyder58@gmail.com
Mar 16-17 Carolinas NC NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Lewis 850/602 2515 klewis700@ymail.com
Mar 30-31 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease 703/765 5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Apr 12-14 Northern California CA NA/UPT/UT Erin Gregoire 707/338 3828 erindowdy@gmail.com
Apr 13-14 Grand Canyon Of Arizona AZ NA/UPT Ted Hamilton 928/713 6941 pudelpointerguy@msn.com
Apr 13-14 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT William Wundrack 573/489 2899 wundracks2016@gmail.com
Apr 19-21 Wasatch Mountain UT NA Brenen Dye 801/372 9093 skate_ade@hotmail.com
Apr 27-28 Inland Empire CA NA/UT Steve Wann 951/283 4938 sm_wann@yahoo.com
May 3-5 Willamette Valley OR NA Ron Garrison 503/319 6474 huntgsp@gmail.com
May 17-19 Pacific Northwest WA NA/UPT/UT Brandon Smith 425/280 4921 smith.cornerstone@gmail.com
May 18-19 Midwest Tri State SD NA Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
May 18-19 Delmarva DE NA/UPT/UT Marc St Jean 302/698 5356 marc@tnias.org
May 25-26 Illowa IA NA Michelle Wilbers 563/672 3291 michelle.wilbers@gmail.com
May 31-Jun 2 Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
Jun 1-2 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/778 4868 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Jun 1-2 North Central Wisconsin WI NA/UPT/UT Bradley Meer 715/313 4088 bradmeer@yahoo.com
Jun 1-2 Hawkeye IA NA Donald Cross 641/521 4445 djcross@iowatelecom.net
Jun 1-2 Ontario Grand River ON NA Jan Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Jun 7-9 Central Oregon OR NA/UPT/UT Jeremy Davis 541/549 6954 jeremdavis@gmail.com
Jun 8-9 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Marion Siebert 412/751 0214 sieset@comcast.net
Jun 15-16 Red River Valley ND NA Steven Buck 701/729 6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Aug 2-4 Alaska Yukon AK NA/UPT/UT Dori Hollingsworth 907/491 0393 dori@gci.net
Aug 23-25 Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT Tate Martinsen 605/261 8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com
Aug 23-25 Wasatch Mountain UT NA/UT Brenen Dye 801/372 9093 brenendye@gmail.com
Aug 23-25 North Central Wisconsin WI NA/UPT/UT Bradley Meer 715/313 4088 bradmeer@yahoo.com
Aug 23-25 Pacific Northwest WA NA/UPT/UT Brandon Smith 425/280 4921 smith.cornerstone@gmail.com
Aug 24-25 Red River Valley ND NA/UPT/UT Steven Buck 701/729 6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Sep 6-8 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Marion Siebert 412/751 0214 sieset@comcast.net
Sep 7-8 Ontario Grand River ON NA/UT Jan Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Sep 20-22 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/778 4868 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 21-22 Delmarva DE NA/UPT/UT Marc St Jean 302/698 5356 marc@tnias.org
Oct 5-6 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT William Wundrack 573/489 2899 wundracks2016@gmail.com
Oct 12-13 Carolinas NC NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Lewis 850/602 2515 klewis700@ymail.com

2019 Special Events Calendar

Date Chapter/Location Event  Contact Telephone E-mail
March 2-3 San Diego/Chino, CA Handler Clinic Brett Faber 619/857-9370 wpgonpoint@yahoo.com
April 13-14 DelMarVa/Denton, MD Handler Clinic Marc St Jean 302/698-5356 marc@tnias.org
May 4-5 Central Oregon/Bend, OR Handler Clinic  David Riden 541/728-4376 stumpriden@aol.com
May 4-5 Kettle Moraine/Lomira, WI Handler Clinic William Bastian 608/732-0798 bastianwilliam@live.com
June 15-16 North Central/Junction City, WI  Handler Clinic Jill Colloton 715/573-9641 ultrasoundcow@gmail.com
June 22-23 Prairie Vista/Delburne, AB Handler Clinic  Susan Ravenhill 403/916-5053 susanc.rn@outlook.com
Sep 12-15 Buckeye/Bloomingdale, OH Invitational NAVHDA Office 847/253-6488 navoffice@navhda.org

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA website at www.navhda.org.

Living Up To The efforT, Time and TrUsT! 

The Best in Electronic Dog Training Equipment, Sales, 
Trades, Repairs, Parts and Great Customer Service! 

800-430-2010  www.collarclinic.com
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1517 Northern Star Dr. Traverse City MI  49696
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Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful versatile 
hunting partner, developed through a performance based testing system 
and breeding program that enhance the overall conformation set forth 
by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
 Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more 
about a perfect blend of trainability, versatility 
and desire in your next hunting dog.

Like us and follow us on Facebook at North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR

The Original 
German Shorthair

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to 
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.
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Written by experts for  experts  
and those who want to be. 
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com  
to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of 
The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.
Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

As a member of NAVHDA,  you want  

your versatile dog to do it all. For  

20 years, The Pointing Dog Journal  

has been helping hunting dog

owners do just that.

call 844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

Seek, Point, & Retrieve

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special  
$5 savings off our regular subscription  
price – so you can get yours for only $21.95  
for six issues!

• 6 great issues a year

• Special e-mail articles of our  
Traveling Wingshooter gamebird forecasts

• Access to our exclusive online content  
that includes a bulletin board, articles,  
and video shooting tips.


