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President’s Message 
By Dave Trahan 
Deerfield, New Hampshire 

Exercise Your Right

HUNT FOR BIRDS, NOT BUTTONS.

PRO 550 PLUS 

©2018 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries.

                Build a dog worth hunting over with training levels you can adjust
                         and tracking that shows which direction your dog is heading.

PRO 550 PLUS 
                Build a dog worth hunting over with training levels you can adjust
                         and tracking that shows which direction your dog is heading.

18-MCJT12124 Pro 550 Plus Ad_UPLAND-8.25x10.5-NAVHDA.indd   1 8/20/18   3:42 PM

It’s been a great summer of training, Fall testing sea-
son is here, and hunting seasons are right around the 
corner! Also right around the corner? The election 

of NAVHDA officers. In this month’s magazine each of 
the candidates for election present statements regard-
ing their qualifications and vision for NAVHDA’s fu-
ture. I hope you read them all, and just as importantly, 
I hope you all will exercise your right to vote this year 
by choosing the candidates you feel best represent your 
interests and provide the best path forward. Along 
with voting for officers, you will have the opportunity 
to vote on some proposed changes in the bylaws. In the 
meantime, good luck to those testing, thanks to all the 
volunteers supporting our great testing system this fall, 
and Happy Hunting!

About The Cover
Cover Photo By Perry Masotti

Grasidingens Lycka, Small Munsterlander, 
preparing for duck search at the 

Hudson Valley Chapter. She is owned and 
trained by Mark Bulvanoski.
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The Good 
Ole Days

By Blaine & Patti Carter
Brunswick, Maine

Patti: 50th Anniversary, NAVHDA? No way! Yup, 
Blaine, you and I are living NAVHDA history. The 
VHD wants us to talk about the “good ole days” of 
NAVHDA. Can you remember our first event?

Blaine: Sure can. It was 1975 when you saw a blurb in 
our local newspaper about a hunting event in Bowdoin-
ham, Maine. We packed up the babies and our two Wei-
maraners in our Ford Pinto station wagon and hit the 
road. I watched judges and trainers test these amazing 
dogs. I met Steve Babine that day—who was testing an 
impressive shorthair. Boy, I realized I sure could use his 
help! My life might have just changed, forever.

My first versatile dog was a Weimaraner named Rip. I 
rescued him from “death row” while stationed in Japan. 
I trained military dogs for bomb detection, sentry, and 
drugs, but knew nothing about training a hunting dog. 
His one and only bird hunting experience was killing 
my commander’s prized Golden Pheasant. Did I men-
tion he was also gun shy? He also loved to chase off the 
Japanese bill collectors, so I guess he earned his keep! 
After returning to Maine, Patti thought it would be a 
good idea to get a second Weimaraner, a female. Tama 
loved to retrieve but never, ever pointed. So, you can see 
I needed the help of Steve and NAVHDA. 

Steve Babine was a great dog trainer. I would trav-
el to his home several times a week to help him train. 
I learned so much! Steve felt bad as he watched me 
struggle with my two Weimaraners, so he gave me my 
first shorthair, Babine’s Brandi Mist, with the stipula-
tion I test her within a month in Natural Ability. We 
packed up the car and Patti, Misi, Jason and I, traveled 
to Durfee Hill Management Area in Rhode Island. On 
April 10, 1976, I ran my first NAVHDA test. I was a 
nervous wreck, but for those that know me, nothing has 

changed on test days since. Judges Steve Babine, Paul 
Bouchard, and Harold Ritter scored Brandi with a Prize 
III, 89 points. I was psyched and very proud—I did it! I 
trained and successfully tested my first NAVHDA dog! 
I still, to this day, hate the NA track, as a judge and 
as a handler. There were 16 dogs tested that day with 
only five prizing. So much has changed in NAVHDA’s 
50 years!

So, what was next? Utility, of course. Brandi was a 
sweet dog and willing to do just about all I asked of 
her. Reading the test rules the night before the test, I 
realized there was a dead duck retrieve involved with 
the next day’s event. Like all good NAVHDA members, 
our freezers overflowed with dead creatures. Brandi 
said, “No!” She refused to do more than sniff this pretty 
“skanky” duck. Not an issue, I will force train her right 
now! Needless to say, the neighbors were drawn to their 
windows to identify Brandi’s painful screeches. Ok, I 
won, so I thought, she will hold the duck. 

Judges for the day were Clem Walton, Harold Rit-
ter and Harold Owen. The location was our training 
grounds in Bowdoinham, Maine (home court advan-
tage, too!). Well, not all went as planned. Brandi de-
cided that any part of the test that involved a duck or a 
retrieve was not going to happen. Her retrieve involved 
a very large white Pekin duck. She swam out, did the 
sniff test and returned obediently to my side. We racked 
up a total of 128 points with a 0 in duck search and in 
duck retrieve. Of the four dogs that tested that day in 
1978, the highest score was 148 and no one prized. In 
the early days of NAVHDA, judges were much more 
critical of a dog’s obedience. Retrieves to hand were just 
that, retrieve TO hand. Handlers were not allowed to 
go toward dog to take the game. As in every NAVHDA 
test, we handlers learned and moved forward.

Patti: Fast forward nearly 45 years, a kazillion miles, 
two wonderful kids grown up and umpteen dogs – 
Blaine and I are blessed to still be traveling roads to 
NAVHDA events. 

What made this organization so addicting to us? Look-
ing back, it’s the friendships that grew from our versatile 
dogs. The many hours spent training, testing, hunting, 
and just hanging out, telling stories, and laughing.

Stories, oh boy do we have stories. The Carters usual-
ly traveled as a pack, dogs ‘n kids ‘n stuff. Traveling was 
pretty tight in our new Subaru wagon. We put the dog 
crate on the roof (no dogs, just stuffed with stuff) and 
hit the road nearly every weekend. There was no chap-
ter in Maine, so we had to travel to Connecticut to train 
and test with the Northeast Chapter. Our friendships 
continued to grow. We met Phil and Susan Swain, Don 

Smith, Clem Walton, Paul and Joan von Hardenburg, 
and so many more. We had so much fun! 

Our kids, Misi and Jason, grew up in NAVHDA. They 
will always remember pitching our tent in the dark at 
the Connecticut test grounds, not realizing it was a soft 
field of poison ivy. They both had their fair share of 
bumps, bruises, bee stings, and, obviously, poison ivy. 
Jason was always climbing the tallest tree and falling 
asleep anywhere and everywhere. Misi just spent time 
cuddling puppies and dogs. Chapter friends and mem-
bers watched over our family as they grew. 

In the early years, we played a lot, too. I remember 
our canoe trip down the peaceful Saco River. It was a 
BYOD (bring your own dog) event. Eleven shorthairs 
chased and swam the 10-mile trip of crystal clear wa-
ter and sandy beaches to our camp site. Winter brought 

LEFT TO RIGHT: ANDY COOK, BLAINE, 
JIM CAVANAUGH, KELLY BRUCE
AND SHARON EGAN IN 1980.
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If you had to travel anywhere, I always recommended 
bringing Clem Walton, a NAVHDA judge and the fun-
niest guy I had ever met. I am not kidding. He could fill 
a trip from coast to coast with stories and jokes. On an-
other occasion, Clem and Tom Carton attempted to get 
a sharpness test on Tom’s Drahthaar. They threw apples 
at a very large raccoon, pissing it off enough to head 
down the apple tree for a talk. Rocky Raccoon scored 
the first blow and won the match. 

Our family trip to New Brunswick, Canada, was our 
most memorable. I traveled to judge and also test an NA 
dog. As we pulled into Tom Carton’s yard, my tire went 
flat. That was to be only the first in quite an amazing 
string of events. We chained the dog to the wheel of the 
Subaru. He quickly wrapped the chain around the muffler 
and ripped it off. Patti, while riding someone’s 3-wheeler, 
put a 2-foot gouge down the side of their new Volvo. 
Hey, good news: Jason found a very old coin in the riv-
er. Misi, while riding on the back of the same 3-wheeler, 
was a passenger when the driver flipped it and she badly 
burned her leg on the muffler. We then made a quick exit 
of Canada via the Emergency Room. However, the ex-
citement continued… we gassed up the car after crossing 
the border and realized our bag of luggage was missing 
from the roof. Turned around, crossed the border again, 
no luggage to be found, gone. Turn around again, crossed 
the border and realized gas cap was gone. Jason realized 
his precious old coin was in the luggage. Misi was cry-
ing in pain. Jason was crying for his lost treasure. Border 
Patrol just waved in awe of this family as we passed by 
again and again. Finally, we arrived safely at home in the 
wee hours of the morning. Oh yah, I got a 112 Prize I.

In 1988, Patti and I traveled to Toronto to participate 
in the NAVHDA Invitational. Details were far more re-
laxed in those early tests. Bob West and I had no idea 
that a handler had practiced the night before with a dog 
that was in heat. Needless to say, each of our males 
spent way more time urinating than crossing the river. 
Bob’s dog even tracked the female in heat back to the 
owner’s truck.

This is one in a series of articles celebrating the 
first 50 years of NAVHDA. If you have been in-
volved in NAVHDA for many years and have 
memories and/or photos you would like to share, 
we would love to hear from you. Please contact 
us at vhd@navhda.org.

Blaine and Patti: We cannot end this historic story 
without mention of our International Annual Meet-
ings. Now those are fun memories! We have attended 
most every meeting over the last 45 years and enjoyed 
the laughter and fun of the hospitality suites. The af-
ter meeting parties were full of unique yet challeng-
ing competitions. Sorry, not enough space to allow 
us to go into any details, but a symphony, quarters, 
potatoes, golf balls, wet washcloths, nylons, building 
blocks, and, most recently, fish were involved. For Pat-
ti and me, the details will be forever – memories that 
involved many special NAVHDA friends.

ry his gallon jug of water throughout the field search. 
Larry Reese and Pat Lamantia laughed hysterically be-
cause they had assisted Harry before. You’ll have to 
ask them my nickname that day.

You cannot mention NAVHDA’s characters without 
talk of our founder, Bodo Winterhelt. He came to our 
chapter to conduct clinics on two occasions. His pas-
sion for the dogs was huge—as was his love of the la-
dies. We called him our marriage counselor as there 
always seemed to be a divorce shortly after his depar-
ture. Bodo called us frequently, always asking Patti if 
that “little b---d” (meaning me) was still kicking, hop-
ing he’d eventually have a chance to date my wife. He 
was a real, unique, and wonderful NAVHDA character 
and our friend!

Another memorable day of judging was when a han-
dler chose to throw his hat to the ground and shoot it 
with his blank gun in hopes of creating a bit of steadiness 
that had been missing in the first part of his field run. I 
kindly asked him to keep his hat on his head and his gun 
holstered. At the same test another handler spent a lot 
of time rattling his very large metal choke chain which 
resided in his pants pocket. I offered to carry it for him 
the rest of the test. 

Blaine on Road Trips: Because Maine was about three 
to four hours north of the Northeast Chapter’s events, 
there were many road trips. One VERY memorable one 
was when Steve Babine and I borrowed Phil Wilkins’ 
ambulance, which he had recently retrofitted to be 
his dog-mobile. We had not even left our hometown 
of Brunswick when we were pulled over by our local 
police. Could have been my fault, as I was testing the 
flashing lights and siren. Steve had on his signature large 
cowboy hat, and me, my kids’ Mickey Mouse ears. With 
our promises of behaving, he let us go. The trip south 
was uneventful and the training clinic went well. How-
ever, on our return north we kinda blew the ambulance’s 
engine. We limped home by buying gallons and gallons 
of oil. Looking back, we had a lot of fun!

horse drawn sleigh rides and dog sledding adventures. 
We made wonderful memories with our NAVHDA 
friends. Our kids were always part of the fun.

Blaine: My earliest memorable moment with Jason was 
carrying him in a backpack while planting the bird field. 
At one point, I grabbed him at the last moment as he 
launched over my head. Both our children are NAVH-
DA members, trainers, breeders, hunters, and active in 
our Yankee Chapter. Patti was, is, and will be the roots 
to our family’s growth in NAVHDA. She is currently the 
President of our Yankee Chapter, trainer, breeder, and 
avid hunter. She will always be an amazing mom.

I have met so many wonderful people and “charac-
ters” in the past 45 years. Harry Hershon always comes 
to mind in my early years of judging. I was honored to 
be judging with Bodo that day. Harry and his Wei-
maraner were struggling at the water. Nothing Harry 
was doing was getting this dog to swim. Bodo finally 
suggested we use a bird. Harry requested we use his 
Chicago Pigeon, that he just happened to have in his 
pocket. In a flash Harry tossed this LIVE white dove 
into the water. Bodo whispered to me, “What’s this 
sh-t?!” I handled Harry earlier that day for his field 
work. I noticed as we chatted that there were three 
match sticks still protruding from his dog’s rectum. I 
told Harry he needed to “unplug” his dog before we 
could head to the field. I was also requested to car-

BLAINE, AFTER A GREAT DAY 
HUNTING IN 1981.

MARIE LAWTON, BLAINE & PATTI, PEGGY CAVANAUGH, AND PAUL & 
JOAN VON HARDENBURG AT THE 1987 ANNUAL MEETING IN BUFFALO.
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YOUTH EVENTS
are they worth it?

By Cristin Quade Murray
Glen Rock, Pennsylvania

A couple of years ago, I at-
tended a Pheasants Forever 
Quail Forever workshop in 

Potosi, Missouri as a representa-
tive of the Keystone Chapter of 
NAVHDA. The theme was “It 
Takes a Village of Nimrods to 
Raise a Nimrod” (where the word 
“nimrod” meant “mighty hunt-
er”). It was “meant to inspire a 
cooperative approach to recruit-
ing, retaining and reactivating 
(R3) hunting conservationists” …
in particular, our nations’ youth. 
It was an amazing experience. 
Over the course of three days, we learned about of va-
riety of topics, like pollination, habitat, shooting, etc. 
and how we could utilize them to create a youth event. 
But not just any youth event, it should be an experience 
with the end goal of converting youngsters into eventual 
purchasers of hunting licenses.  

It seems over the last decade, the number of individ-
uals who hunt has steadily decreased each year. This 
poses a huge problem as our country’s wildlife conser-
vation program is largely dependent upon the sales of 
hunting licenses (and taxes on related items like firearms 
and ammo). Without hunters purchasing licenses (and 
related items) our conservation system will crumble. So 
how do we avoid this? How do we get people hunting 
again…or at least purchasing hunting licenses? Possibly 
we could target the younger generation, children who 
will grow into lifelong hunters. Sounds great, doesn’t 
it? Thus, we (the village of nimrods) could, by expos-
ing children to the wonderful world of hunting, raise a 
nimrod…an individual who would, year after year, pur-
chase a hunting license.  

During the workshop, I took 
in as much as I could—gather-
ing information about habitat 
conservation, pollination, gun 
safety, and even ideas on how 
to present these things in such a 
way as to keep young minds en-
gaged. Other participants spoke 
of programs they had imple-
mented—busing inner-city kids 
to the wilderness to experience 
the outdoors and upland hunt-
ing, weekend (and even week-
long) camps where the kids were 
assigned a dog for the duration. 

I was excited and inspired, and ready to move moun-
tains! I was eager to get back to my chapter and start 
planning our own youth event.  

Upon my return, the Keystone Chapter voted to host 
our own youth event. I got busy researching, obtaining 
quotes, and pulling together a plan. I applied for NAVH-
DA International’s Youth Grant, and our program was 
approved. Sadly, I was quickly reminded how difficult 
it seems to be to pull together willing and suitable vol-
unteers. We went big and planned a significant event 
that would have required many volunteers, not just a 
handful. Thankfully, while our own event never came 
to fruition, we were able to participate in a youth event 
sponsored by our local chapter of Pheasants Forever.  

Each year, the Susquehanna Valley chapter of Pheas-
ants Forever holds a youth event for approximately 50-
60 sixth graders on a school day in May. Throughout 
the day, groups of children rotate through a series of 
stations aimed at teaching them about the outdoors. 
Each year is different, but the students learn through 
hands-on activities like bee keeping and pollination, 

planting plants for habitat, building bird boxes for blue 
birds, and testing stream water with a biologist. I was 
contacted by their president to see if we would run a 
dog station for them. I, of course, jumped at the oppor-
tunity…because I love showing off my dogs and what 
they can do…and this time was lucky enough to rustle 
up some awesome volunteers and dogs!  

The children were broken into four smaller groups, 
and each group attended our station for 30 minutes. We 
decided the best way to introduce them to the world of 
the virtual hunting dog was to show how versatile our 
dogs actually are through a series of four demonstra-
tions. We provided the students with a brief introduc-
tion to NAVHDA, and the descriptions of five key char-
acteristics of the versatile dog: nose, desire, cooperation, 
pointing, and obedience. Each student was provided 
with a handout with these characteristics and their defi-
nitions, and a quiz on the back…then they were quickly 
hustled over to demonstration number one.  

At the first station, the students learned about the 
tools we use to train our dogs. They were greeted by 
a handler and two dogs and shown some typical tools 
of the trade. Through several quick demonstrations, the 
students learned about the table, bumpers and Dokkens, 
different leashes and collars, whoa boards, whistles, 
etc. They learned about body language, hand signals, 
and some basic obedience. At the end of the demon-
stration, we kept the students engaged by asking them 
which characteristics they thought the dogs had to use 
to achieve their goals. After this, they were immediately 
hustled over to the next demonstration.   

The second station demonstrated the drag. A differ-
ent handler and dog greeted the children and described 
what they would be experiencing, while unbeknownst 
to the students, a volunteer dragged a duck up a path 
and into cover. The dog was sent, and after a brief and 

unanticipated encounter with a cat, went and retrieved 
the duck. This provided a lot of entertainment for the 
students, but also allowed us to emphasize the impor-
tance of having a positive and respectful relationship 
with your hunting dog…and a dog that is both obedient 
and cooperative.  

Station three demonstrated the search. Pigeons were 
loaded into two separate traps and hidden in the field. A 
new handler/dog combo would show the students how 
a dog works a field in search of game. The students got 
to run along as the dog worked the field. When the dog 
went on point, the children stopped and watched as the 
bird was “flushed” from its location. Many students 
were surprised that the dog didn’t chase the bird as it 
flew away. Which presented another important teach-
able moment about the importance of training and how 
our dogs are not meant to kill the game, only to retrieve 
it when commanded.  

Our final station was at the water. Another handler 
and dog were waiting to greet the students. The duo 
demonstrated remain by blind and retrieve of thrown 
duck. This sequence provided us with the opportuni-
ty to discuss the importance of a dog’s eagerness to 
retrieve, ability to swim, as well as the importance of 
waiting quietly and patiently in the blind. At the end of 
the demonstration, a few students were able to throw 
the Dokken in the water for the dog to retrieve. This 
was by far the students’ favorite station!  

Upon exiting, each student (and chaperone) was given 
a Keystone NAVHDA customized bright orange draw-
string bag filled with NAVHDA and NAVHDA Youth 
Opportunities pamphlets. We were graciously provided 
with some leftover VHD magazines, which the children 
jumped at grabbing. We also donated a book on versa-
tile hunting dogs to the school library and instructed the 
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kids to check it out. At the end of the day we were treat-
ed to lunch with the students…who were all wearing 
their draw-string backpacks. Many conversations about 
the dogs could be overheard as the students chatted ex-
citedly about their day. It was a great day. 

 So, getting back to the topic of this article, Youth 
Events – Are They Worth It? Speaking specifically from 
a NAVHDA perspective, my answer is both yes and no. 
Are we recruiting an army of youngsters that will pur-
chase hunting licenses? No. Let’s face it, hunting is an 
expensive hobby…which requires a gun, ammo, gear, 
a license, etc. Children under 16 can’t get themselves 
to and from suitable hunting grounds, which means we 
must then involve a parent or mentor. (In my opinion, 
the key to more nimrods is through involving moms…
but that’s a story for another day.) Are we converting 
these children that attend our events into versatile hunt-
ing dog purchasers (which will in turn purchase hunting 
licenses, etc.) and NAVHDA members? More than like-
ly, no, or at least not many. Well-bred versatile hunting 
dogs are expensive and require an enormous commit-
ment…which will again fall mostly on parents. Youth 
handlers in NAVHDA need lots of support, and again, 
much of the responsibility will fall on parents. If we ar-
en’t going to physically help these youngsters AFTER 
attending one of our events, then it’s all a very difficult 
sell for sure.  

Now for the “yes” part. Our chapter has now par-
ticipated in the event with Pheasants Forever for three 
straight years. The students always rave over the dogs 
and say it is the best part of their day. Every year, after 
the event, we’re given hand-written thank you notes…
which are absolutely amazing. To quote a few: “I wish I 
had a dog like that.” “I’m glad we got to learn about the 
characteristics of a hunting dog.” “I hope I can teach 
my dog all of the tricks that yours can do.” “You taught 
me how I should teach my dog some commands.” “I 
love dogs and loved seeing all the stuff that those dogs 
can do.” “It was fun to actually see a dog hunt for a bird 
right before my eyes.” “I enjoyed watching your dogs, it 
was impressive that your dogs are willing to work like 
that.” “I’m going to teach my dog how to do that. We 
are a hunting family and I could go bird hunting for the 
first time.” “I see you and your dogs work very hard.” 
“I learned these dogs work together with people, as a 
team, not just going astray.” And my personal favorite, 
“My favorite part was when the dog chased the cat.”

 Susquehanna Valley chapter of Pheasants Forever, Bri-
an Bauerline, reports, “…many of the parents talk to 
other adults about how nice your group is, and I think 
it’s a good thing that hunters/dog handlers get some 
positive comments made about them.” The “parents/
chaperones comment that the field trip is awesome and 
wonderful and they always talk about the dogs.” A par-

ent even posted to the school parents facebook page, “I 
thought their demonstration was awesome!! Actually, 
today we took our Belgian Malinois for a walk, she was 
standing ears up, paw in the air. My daughter said she 
was ‘on point.’ She learned that from the presentation.”

 So, while we may not be converting huge numbers of 
youngsters to hunting license purchasers, or VHD own-
ers, or NAVHDA members, we are making an impact on 
the children that attend our events. Maybe we changed 
the way some of the students look at their dogs’ behav-
ior. Maybe we’ve made them question their current rela-
tionship with their dog. Maybe we’ve given them things 
to think about, like the importance of exercise and obe-
dience, and choosing the right breed. Maybe when they 
grow up they will become hunters and owners of ver-
satile hunting dogs, and hopefully NAVHDA members. 
Most of the students that attend this event have never 
experienced hunting or hunting dogs, and even few-
er have seen versatile dogs work. But every child that 
walks away from our demonstrations retains something 
positive…just read the thank you notes! There are no 
cell phones, or gaming consoles, or iPads, or videos, or 
YouTube, or Instagram, or SnapChat involved in our 
day. It’s a pure in-the-moment experience that captures 
the interest of EVERY child present. And that’s why our 
youth events are worth it.  

Putting on a youth event is not as daunting as it might 
seem. Plan something simple or join up with one of our 
partners, like Pheasants Forever, to share some of the 
responsibilities. I would like to encourage everyone who 
reads this article to get involved with their chapter’s 
youth initiative and VOLUNTEER! You may just get 
as much enjoyment out of it as the children do. We may 
not be moving mountains, but we’re making an impact.  

As a footnote, the Susquehanna Valley chapter of Pheas-
ants Forever has recently disbanded. The Keystone 
Chapter been asked to host this event next year, and I 
personally cannot wait to show another group of chil-
dren what our versatile dogs can do!  
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Meet the Candidates! This is an election year for NAVHDA! Voting will take place later this fall, 
but we’ve asked the candidates for election to prepare short statements 

describing themselves and their platforms. Good luck to everyone!

For the Office of President 
Nominated by Petition

Ric Kildow

It is my goal to bring a renewed and re-invigorated, service-based leadership to the NAVHDA Board. 
I believe the Board’s purpose is to serve our members and that our local chapters are the heart of NAVHDA. 

I will focus on member initiatives, transparency in decision-making, and diversity in Board appointed positions. 

Leadership Vision 
I will focus on member initiatives and I will actively connect with chapter presidents, providing the International 
Board with a greater understanding of our NAVHDA general membership. I will listen to members and use 
technology extensively to improve communication and collaboration. I will strive for fairness using transparency, 
inclusion and intellectual diversity. 

Our NAVHDA family is made-up of members who are intelligent, motivated, and hardworking volunteers. 
Members really do matter and the goal of the NAVHDA Board must be to serve our members. 

MY QUALIFICATIONS 
I recently retired from the U.S. Navy, having served on both active and reserve duty after over 40 years. I was initially with Special Operations and 
then the Information Dominance Corps. I have been a NAVHDA member for 23 years, a Senior Judge for the last 11+ years, and a charter member 
of the Carolinas Chapter. I have held multiple positions with several NAVHDA chapters and am currently Secretary for the Carolinas Chapter. I 
train and handle my dogs at all testing levels. I also test in the German system, providing me with additional perspective. I am well qualified and 
ready to serve and lead NAVHDA. 

GOALS 
Strengthen NAVHDA by supporting our chapters: NAVHDA has proven its ability to test versatile dogs. Fifty years later, our board must now 
place more emphasis on serving our chapters and members. Connecting with Chapter Presidents is key. 
• I WILL personally connect with local chapter presidents for a better understanding of our members’ needs. 
• I WILL make plans leading to an annual “Chapter Presidents” meeting. 
• I WILL institute and direct a research/resources committee to highlight best practices, training methods and to closely follow state and regional 
hunting legislation and trends, which might affect NAVHDA. 
• I WILL pursue a better use of technology for communication, collaboration and a deeper cultural understanding. 

Transparency ensures accountability and equality. We must ensure that information regarding issues affecting the membership is provided to 
the membership in a timely and effective manner. You elect Board members to represent you, and you have the right to know their individual po-
sitions on all matters. Transparent partnership and mutual understanding between leadership and members lead to trust within an organization 
and are highly desirable and achievable goals. 

Eliminate any perception of conflicts of interest. I am an owner-handler, not a professional trainer, equipment/food supplier, or breeder. I have 
no potential conflicts of interest. In my experience, conflicts of interest result in a lack of intellectual diversity, promote stagnant, non-objective 
leadership and group-think mentality. Conflicts of interest shared within a group often result in closed-door meetings to avoid outside confronta-
tion and time-consuming open discussions. 

We must demand regional and international inclusion through real representation. The Board is made-up of 4 elected members and 8 ap-
pointed members, all 12 have equal voting privileges. Of those 12 members, only one (very recently) is from the Far West and no-one represents 
Canada. This lack of representation of the entire NAVHDA membership allows a very small number of people to make important decisions and to 
establish policies for the rest of NAVHDA International. 

Future Sponsorship and Partners. I am committed to long/short-term strategic planning to set priorities. I will focus energy and resources to 
strengthen operations, and I will ensure that we all are working toward membership common goals. I will actively pursue partnerships with indus-
try leaders who share our deeply held values and are a good fit with our sponsors.

For the Office of President
Incumbent 

Dave Trahan
As your President, I have stressed the need for more communication with our members while always keep-
ing an open-door policy to listen and act on new ideas for the organization’s improvement. While serving 
as President, NAVHDA’s membership has seen an increase of 46%. This is also due to the continued support 
from other members of the Executive Council, our office staff, and the strong support of many local chapters 
who promote NAVHDA as a leader in the hunting dog community. I am running for re-election as president 
because I believe I can continue to represent the membership well while also providing the leadership to 
keep the organization advancing forward with continued growth and support for existing members.

A little about me:
I am a Life Member of NAVHDA, a Senior and Invitational Judge and Clinic Leader.  I am a founding member 
of the Merrimack Chapter, and served the Yankee Chapter as its President.  I have run and qualified dogs 
at every level of the NAVHDA testing system.  I am a self-employed Professional Dog Trainer and Licensed 
Hunting Guide. I am owned by my German Shorthaired Pointers, and reside in house with my wife Carol.

In recent years NAVHDA has gone through many changes which have strengthened the organization. 
These positive developments have been made possible by a dedicated and passionate Executive Council, of-
fice staff, and committee members, who work tirelessly year-round on your behalf. Of course, these changes 
would not have been possible without the continued support of the membership. 

NAVHDA member retention has improved, and the Registry is going strong! I will continue to focus on these important aspects of our organiza-
tion by listening to you, the members. 

Here are some of our recent accomplishments, along with areas of focus for me as your re-elected President: 
• Based largely on the results of last year’s survey seeking member input, the EC has been hard at work developing a three-year Strategic Plan 

to guide NAVHDA’s path into the future. A more complete summary of this Strategic Plan appears elsewhere in this issue of the VHD. Briefly, 
some of the concrete responses to member input included in this Strategic Plan are the development of a program to improve Chapter train-
ing opportunities, planned development of Invitational training clinics, and improved outreach programs. Other aspects of the Strategic Plan 
that are currently being implemented include upgrades to the Central Office computer systems and enhancing hunter recruitment. 

• We have developed a stronger focus on improved communication with our membership through enhancements to the Versatile Hunting Dog 
Magazine and the NAVHDA website, dramatically strengthening our presence on Facebook, and branching out to other social media outlets 
including Instagram. “We also now have a large following on Ron Boehme’s Hunting Dog Podcast as well as Project Upland’s magazine and 
podcast. All of these outlets will continue to be developed in the future, with possible expansion to other social media platforms as well. Also, 
we have released an educational video about the Natural Ability test, designed to help new and old members better understand the NA test. 
Finally, Wingshooting USA was invited to the Invitational to give NAVHDA national television exposure and to showcase our testing program.

• NAVHDA’s Youth Development Program (supported by a generous donation from Terry Wilson and Nancy Anisfield) established funding to 
support young handlers who wish to participate in the testing system, handler clinics and chapter specific educational opportunities.  

• Our newly expanded partnership and working relationship with Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever will continue to focus on hunter recruit-
ment, retention and reactivation as well as bringing in new NAVHDA members. 

• The Ruffled Grouse Society partnership agreement with NAVHDA continues to focus on strengthening both organizations. 
• We continue to focus on judge development by ensuring consistency in the assessment of both apprentices, and all acting judges. A monthly 

judge’s newsletter has been developed to keep judges updated, and we have completed a translation of the Aims book to French for our 
Canadian members.

• We have been working with other breed and testing groups to help them understand our testing program and accept us as a leading testing 
organization. In 2019 I was invited to Germany to talk to the leadership of their primary testing organization, the JGHV, about our organiza-
tion. We have also made test pins available to chapters for distribution, which have been wildly popular. 

Our Executive Council and members of our various committees represent a wide range of geographic regions, and all are highly qualified people 
dedicated to moving the organization forward. I am very proud to work with the EC and equally proud of our accomplishments. I hope to build 
upon the progress we have already made, and I humbly ask for your vote this next election.

NANCY ANISFIELD © 2019
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For the Office of Vice President 
Nominated by Petition 

Mark S. Fraley 
After much consideration, I have decided to run for Vice President of NAVHDA. As a member of the Exec-
utive Council (EC), one of my goals will be to work with the EC to maintain our “roots” of the Organization. 
That is to ensure that we have trained our versatile dogs so that conservation of game is the upmost 
standard we should have as hunters. To that end, we should continue to improve training and testing stan-
dards. To accomplish this, I would work with the EC and our IT group to establish a series of web enabled 
seminars for members to be able to attend and interact with training issues and techniques. We must also 
continue to be fiscally prudent in our decisions to ensure the NAVHDA will be around for another 50 years. 
As a member of the Executive Council, it will be my pledge to have an open door, open communication 
and transparent decision-making process as a goal of the EC. We need to continue to partner with our 
current corporate sponsors as well as develop relationships with other sponsors who have the same core 
values as NAVHDA. 

I have been a NAVHDA member for nearly 25 years, first joining the Pymatuning Chapter which was then 
reorganized into the current Buckeye Chapter. I am Past President and currently Test Secretary for the Buck-
eye Chapter. I am a Life Member, Senior Judge and Clinic Leader for NAVHDA, and have dedicated myself 
to the growth of this organization. 

I am retired from a Mid-West Utility company where I served as Director of Purchasing for several or-
ganizations within the company. To this end, I am no stranger to negotiating small to large contracts and 
feel these skills could benefit the EC in developing new Corporate Sponsors. Prior to my retirement, I was 
a board member of the American Waterways council whose primary focus was to work with Congress to maintain funding to keep our interior 
waterways in quality working condition. Additionally, I was appointed to the National Coal Council whose charter was to develop studies for the 
Secretary of Energy in the area of National Energy Policy. I have a proven track record of working with National Organizations. I am a Past Presi-
dent of a Local Board of Education having served as chair of the Finance Committee for 15 years. 

If you choose to have confidence in me to take on this position of Vice President, you can be assured of my dedication and hard work to move 
NAVHDA forward and address every challenge that NAVHDA may encounter.

For the Office of Vice President
Incumbent 
Bob Hauser 

I was extremely fortunate to be asked by NAVHDA to assist administratively as Secretary and Director of 
Testing from 1988 – 1995, and have enjoyed the past three years as Vice President.  With your vote, I would 
be most grateful to serve another three years as VP, completing my administrative service to the greatest 
sporting dog organization in the world.

Briefly, my personal background includes growing up on a central Iowa farm where I caught a lot of blue 
gill and shot and missed a lot of pheasant.  I received a couple degrees at Iowa State (go Cyclones), and then 
had a 35-year career as a faculty member and administrator at the University of Illinois (go Cubs).  I have 
two children and three grandchildren.  After retiring in 2017 I have enjoyed the north woods of northeast 
Wisconsin, travel, and being Grandpa.    

My “dog background” includes 35 years of NAVHDA membership and 30 years of NAVHDA judging.  
During the mid-1980s I helped establish the Central Illinois Chapter, which eventually morphed into the 
current Spoon River Chapter.  I trained professionally during the summers of 1987 – 1992.  I served on the 
NAVHDA Executive Council as Secretary for five years and as Director of Testing for three years from 1988 
through 1995, and then shifted more of my attention towards family and career while remaining active as a 
handler, judge, and clinic leader.    

My current role as Vice President has focused on youth and recruitment efforts, and on helping the Presi-
dent with administrative and management issues.  At the risk of sounding like that old blowhard who thinks 
he knows more than others just because he’s been around, I’d like to make a couple observations based on the past 30+ years.  I cannot speak to 
the early years of NAVHDA from a personal standpoint, and only a few can, but I later had the pleasure of working with folks like Winterhelt, Kegel 
and others who got NAVHDA off the ground and on track. We then entered a period when membership started growing at a good clip, sponsors 
(especially Purina) began supporting NAVHDA, and the testing and registry systems were firmly established as we generally know them today.  I 
certainly cannot take credit for advancements made during that period, but it was fun being on the sidelines.  And that front row seat gives me 
license to speculate that the folks who worked so hard to get NAVHDA established as one of the best testing and training organizations in the 
world would be very pleased with the current Executive Council and how it has taken NAVHDA to the next level in terms of judging, training, test-
ing, registration, promotion and marketing, sponsorship, communications (especially through the magazine), planning, listening to the member-
ship, and fiscal management. This is not a time to “change directions.”   

The numbers tell the story. Membership is at an all-time high and growing rapidly during a time when hunting interest in North America has 
declined precipitously and when other sporting dog organizations have struggled. The numbers of NAVHDA chapters, dogs tested and regis-
tered, and sponsors continue to increase.  And most importantly, the feedback received from the membership survey last year was exceptionally 
positive.  Building on this success and on your feedback, the recently developed strategic plan defines specific actions that will be implemented 
during the next three years.  

Thank you for your continued support and for helping us make NAVHDA the sporting dog organization that serves you best.   
 

For the Office of Secretary
Incumbent 

Angie Coenen 
This past January at the NAVHDA Annual Meeting in Minneapolis I was appointed to the NAVHDA EC Board as the Secretary to finish out Steve 
Greger’s term; Steve had accepted other important responsibilities on the board. To say I am humbled and grateful to be on the ballot and consid-
ered to be the Secretary of NAVHDA for the next three years is truly mind blowing. Thank you!

As the Secretary, one of my duties is to help chapters plan and execute the NAVHDA Annual Meeting. I am excited for this opportunity as event 
planning has been a passion for many years professionally as well as through volunteer work. For the past twenty years I served on the Board of 

Directors for La Crosse Festivals/Oktoberfest. In 2017 I was voted as President, 
and we showed historic profit. I have also worked as a Meeting Planner for the 
University of Wisconsin System. Meeting planning is in my blood, and NAVHDA 
has now given me the great opportunity to share my two passions—event 
planning and dogs. I have many great ideas for future meetings, and I have 
already hit the ground running with the planning of the NAVHDA 2021 Annual 
Meeting. If your chapter is thinking of hosting a NAVHDA Annual Meeting, and 
I am your Secretary, you will have me and my expertise on your team from start 
to finish.

Another one of my tasks is coordinating and distributing the membership 
election information every three years. 2019 is an election year, so please look 
for your ballots and recommended SOP changes to come in the mail mid-Octo-
ber. Remember, you have a voice, please vote!

I have been involved with NAVHDA since 2003, an International member 
since 2006, an approved Judge in 2011, and approved Senior Judge in 2016. To 
say I love this organization is an understatement! Thank you for the consider-
ation and support.

I joined NAVHDA in 1988 and have been a life member for over 20 years. I began judging in 1991 and 
judged for seven years before having to curtail my activities due to life circumstances. In 2012, I decided 
it was time to purchase another German Shorthair and became re-involved with NAVHDA once again. 
Today, I am a Senior Judge as well as Invitational Judge. I believe my long history with NAVHDA gives me 
an important perspective as a board member.

As treasurer of NAVHDA I will continue to work to the high level of integrity and fiscal responsibility 
that has been set by my predecessors. The current financial strength of NAVHDA is due to the fiscal 
conservancy in the past. In my first five years as a NAVHDA board member, we have enjoyed continued 
growth in both membership and dogs registered and consequently strong income and balance sheets. 
Three years ago we exceeded 1 million dollars in total assets and are over 1.3 million today. We have put 
financial policies in place that will help insure NAVHDA’s success during tough times and continue to 
manage our expenses while improving support to the membership. I look forward to serving the mem-
bership for one more term. 

For the Office of Treasurer
Incumbent
Rick Holt

NANCY ANISFIELD © 2019
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There’s something life-changing about getting a new 
puppy. Puppies bring us out of ourselves and into 
nature. We get to see the world through their fresh, 

energetic eyes. For me, perhaps the most remarkable 
part of that life-changing puppy magic has been this: I’ve 
reached a whole new level of appreciation for field work 
and hunt training. 

Sure, to those who have been hunting their whole lives, 
the fun and excitement of field work and bird dog train-
ing may seem glaringly obvious, but to me, a thirty-some-
thing writer and mother of two who grew up in a pre-
dominately female family in the city, hunting has always 
seemed intimidating and foreign.

Along came Sunny, our first Small Munsterlander pup-
py. She joined our family of four last April after my hus-
band, kids, and I had fallen in love with the breed and 
had anxiously awaited the day until our very own puppy 
was old enough to bring home. While I knew my hus-
band and son would enjoy taking her hunting over the 
years during their fall trips up north, I assumed I would 
view her first and foremost as a family companion. 

After Sunny’s arrival, days turned into weeks, and I 
spent countless hours caring for her, housebreaking her, 
and taking her to socialize at various puppy classes, as 
well as my son’s baseball games and my daughter’s soccer 
games. Sunny came with us anywhere and everywhere. 
Early on, I was struck by the beauty of her natural in-
stincts, which showed themselves frequently. I was in-
trigued enough to join NAVHDA, register her, and be-
gin learning about the organization. I subscribed to Gun 
Dog. I read training books. But I still figured we would 
hire a professional trainer when the time came, especially 
as my husband was the hunter, not me.

Our young dog was pointing from the first day we 
brought her home, stopping in her tracks and lifting up 
that soft little paw at whatever new sound, smell, or sight 
caught her eye (or ears or nose). That front foot would 
come up, she would freeze for just a second, and my heart 
skipped a beat— not only was I falling for the puppy she 
already was, but I began picturing the intelligent versatile 
hunting dog she was so clearly born to be.

As weeks went by and the Minnesota spring slowly 
breathed life into the world again, Sunny turned her at-
tention to the prolific dragonflies and butterflies popping 
up around our property. Soon enough, every fat young 
robin, every quick-moving squirrel, every strutting tur-
key was fair game for Sunny’s keen nose, ears, and eyes. 
Her point was getting stronger by the day, and one day 
watching her, just like magic, I knew there was a new 
endeavor I wanted to explore with her. I would introduce 
our puppy to field work and hunt training along with my 
growing son.  

As children get older and appear to grow 5 inches 
overnight, school and extracurricular activities become 

more demanding and more frequent, which means time 
to just ‘be’ together— especially outdoors— has a way 
of dwindling. 

But Sunny and my son John were fast forming a tight 
bond as she began to listen to his simple commands and 
relax enough to nap right along next to him. Training 
together seemed like the perfect way to spend more time 
outdoors as a family. It was a way to carve out just a little 
bit of time here or there in between school, sports, and 
everything else that fills our calendar. Plus, it was clear we 
owed it to Sunny to engage her natural instincts.

Enter our local Minnesota NAVHDA chapter. I’ve nev-
er held a shotgun, or a BB gun for that matter. I’ve nev-
er been in a duck blind. I’ve never been to the glorified 
tent my husband and his three brothers frequent every 
fall in northern Minnesota, known fondly as the “Duck 
Shack.” Frankly, I’m probably the opposite of who you’d 
expect to meet at a hunt or any kind of training event. 

My 9 year old son, John Jr., however, hunted with his 
dad last year for the first time, and he quickly fell in love 
with the sport. He appeared to enjoy every second of it, 

Women’s Wisdom

STEPPING OUT OF
By Julia Arnold
North Oaks, Minnesotamy comfort 

zone
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with those natural instincts and ability that she so was 
so clearly born with, and it felt fantastic to be the ones to 
help guide her.

Will we be back for another training night soon? As we 
say in Minnesota, ‘you betcha!’  The sooner the better.

And you know what? I’m planning on bringing my 
young daughter along with me soon too. Because who 
says girls can’t appreciate a beautiful bird dog, wide open 
spaces, and a bit of gunfire? I know this one can.

Special thanks to the Minnesota NAVHDA members 
who took extra time to welcome Julia and her son and 
show them the ropes: Chad Gillette, Mark Jacobs, and 
Keng Yang.

and he was more than ready (and a bit amused) to join 
his mom in this exciting new endeavor. 

Our first time getting our feet wet with NAVHDA was 
visiting a Mock Trial with Sunny when she was about 10 
weeks old. She loved it. The dogs. The people. The wide 
open spaces to run. It was clearly her happy place.

And while my son and I had a blast watching her inter-
act and enjoy plenty of canine fun, what especially struck 
me about our experience that day was the warm welcome 
we received from the members. No one treated me differ-
ently even though I was clearly a novice, and a female at 
that, trying to learn more about what is still a male-dom-
inated sport. We were encouraged by everyone we met 
that bright spring morning. John and I had a great time 
with our puppy and left feeling like we had found the per-
fect place to start our mother-son dog training journey.

Fast forward a bit, and my son and I got our cour-
age up to attend our first real training night with Sunny. 
We acquired some blaze orange attire, called Minnesota 
NAVHDA trainer Mark Jacobs to let him know a couple 
of newbies would be there with a Small Munsterlander 
pup, and off we went! While I’m not sure what he initial-
ly thought of this enthusiastic mom with a smile and a 
ponytail traipsing out on the farm with her little boy and 
puppy, I’m pretty sure by the end of our visit, he under-
stood why we where there: I was a mother stepping out 
of my comfort zone in an effort to share something new 
with my boy, and trying my best to give our puppy what 
she needs to live her best, happiest life. 

Our first training night felt like a mission accomplished 
from the moment we survived the winding, bumpy road 
to the training grounds in my old SUV. Sunny started the 
evening by getting to run free on the rolling hills of the 
Minnesota Kelly Farm property. To her delight, she soon 
got to frolic with another versatile hunting dog puppy, 
a handsome GSP named Remi. (Side note: is it just our 
dog, or do all VHD’s seem to recognize each other as 
compatriots? Ours appears to know a fellow VHD when 
she sees one. It’s like they say to each other, ‘Are you wild 
and smart and awesome? Me too. Let’s play!’).

Back to that initial training night: Mark decided Sunny 
should try to find her first quail and that he would in-
troduce her to gunfire. The gunfire didn’t scare her one 
bit, and she may have been cautious with the quail at 
first, but was soon a [joyful] pointing machine. The best 
part? When my son and I, standing a few yards away, 
saw Sunny decide she’d get that quail gently in her mouth 
and begin doing what I’d call a characteristic proud Small 
Munsterlander ‘prance!’

John and I were beaming with pride as she retrieved 
that little quail and headed towards us, along with my 
son’s help. I’m pretty sure our little dog radiated pride 
herself. 

‘Ah, this is why they do it,’ I thought, grinning ear to 
ear as I posed for a photo with my son, our dog, and 
our first quail. We let our bird dog puppy get in touch 

MARK JACOBS PRAISING SUNNY AFTER 
SHE RETRIEVED AT HER FIRST SESSION.

Women’s Wisdom, written by and for our women hunters and 
versatile hunting dog enthusiasts, takes on some of the more 
unique aspects experienced by women when participating in 
NAVHDA activities. We are looking for ideas and article sub-
missions on anything and everything that may appeal to our 
women members, including novice dog handling, preparing 
for testing, hunting and training. What do women want to 
know about? Share your experiences, questions and ideas 
by submitting to Wight Greger at wight.greger@gmail.com.

NAVHDA
AnnuAl Meeting 
January 24-26, 2020 
Portland, Maine
The Westin Harbor View Hotel

151 High St. | Portland, ME

Sponsored by: Sebasticook NAVHDA 

www.sebasticook.com

Pointing dogs • Hounds • Flushers • Tracking Dogs 
Authors • Trainers • Conservationists 

Over 180 past episodes to choose from.

Hosted by NAVHDA Sr. Judge  
and life member Ron Boehme

Past guests include... 
Rick, Ronnie and Delmar Smith
Ben O’williams • Blaine Carter

Alan Harmeyer • Ed Bailey • Steven Rinella

Listen anytime from any device.  
Find us on iTunes, Stitcher, and Podbean.           

The Hunting Dog 
Podcast

Use code B3CFJ to donate 20% of proceeds to Criag Jones |  DAKOTA283.COM  |  866.595.4332

RUGGED TRAVEL GEAR
TO PROTECT YOUR
PRECIOUS CARGO

Join Tyler Webster of Buds, Booze and Buds podcast and 
Dakota 283 in helping our fellow NAVHDA member and 

chapter president Craig Jones in his battle with cancer. 
Order Dakota 283 products using the code B3CFJ and 

Craig will receive 20% of the proceeds courtesy of both 
Tyler and Dakota 283. Help us help Craig!
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FIELD DOG
FIRST AID By Nancy Anisfield

Contributing Editor
Hinesburg, Vermont

At the 2011 NAVHDA Inter-
national Annual Meeting, Dr. 
Kevin Bacon, DVM, present-

ed a seminar so packed with infor-
mation that note takers had hand 
cramps before the first hour was up. 
As he worked through everything 
from cut pads and porcupine quills 
to poisons and heat exhaustion, it 
was fun to see heads snap up around 
the room as dog owners heard prac-
tical tips for dealing with particular 
situations that had vexed them and 
their dogs. Some, like myself, owner 
of a canine lightening rod for medi-
cal troubles, had our heads snap up 
more than once. 

Dr. Bacon talked about the kind of 
things we shouldn’t attempt to deal 
with ourselves, such as gastric dila-
tion with torsion (bloat and stom-
ach flip); and he talked about things 
requiring veterinary care as soon as 
possible, such as gun shot wounds 
and fractures. Much of what he dis-
cussed, however, were things we can 
deal with that happen in the field 
or at home. As he pointed out, why 
give up a day of hunting to drive an 
hour to a veterinary clinic when we 
can deal with many things ourselves, 
right there in the field?

This article first appeared in 
Versatile Hunting Dog, 

September, 2011.

Here are some of the tips, procedures and treatments for handling 
medical problems in the field. Most use products we have at home 
or can easily get and pack in a first aid kit. 

1. Abrasions and Wounds
• A shoelace can be used as a tourniquet, leash or muzzle.
• Epsom Salts are great for soaking wounds.
• Pack wounds with sugar. It will draw out the bacteria.
• Do not close up puncture wounds. Put KY Jelly in them.
• Avoid using Hydrogen Peroxide on abrasions as it can cause tis-

sue damage. 
• Use Chlorhexidine or Betadine scrubs or solutions on abrasions.

2. Eyes and Ears
• KY Jelly can be used as an emergency eye ointment. It’s also 

water-soluble.
• Saline or contact lens solution makes excellent eyewash.
• Don’t clean ears with water. Use Hydrogen Peroxide on a Q-tip.

3. Body and Feet
• Hydrogen Peroxide is good for hot spots because it does not sting.
• Do not glue or staple cuts on pads. Bandage them.
• Pull porcupine quills out slowly and steadily. Do not cut the tips.
• Broken nails are susceptible to infection. Pull them off or cut off 

the broken piece.
• After removing broken nails, soak the foot in warm water with 

Epsom Salts.

4. Toxins (symptoms: breathing difficulty, profuse salivation, 
stomach pain, irregular heart, seizures/convulsions, rigidi-
ty, extended legs, bluish mucous membranes, shivering)

• If your dog ingested poison, do not make him vomit if it is a 
caustic poison like alkalies.

• Don’t make your dog vomit if you don’t know what kind of 
poison it consumed.

• Make your dog vomit if it ingested rodenticides like Warfarin, 
Strychnine, etc.

• After vomiting, give Toxiban (activated charcoal solution), col-
lect the product label, and go to a veterinarian.

• If your dog ingests antifreeze (glycols), induce vomiting, give 
Toxiban, and go to vet.

• Use Hydrogen Peroxide to induce vomiting.
 
5. Over-the-Counter Meds
• Do not give a dog Tylenol. Use aspirin for pain relief.
• Use Tagament or Pepsid for gastritis – stomach upset.
• Give Benadryl for allergic reactions and insect stings.
 See chart for dosages.
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“Planning is bringing the future into the present so that you can do something about it now.”
          ~ Alan Laiken

In July 2018, the EC met in Chicago to discuss NAVHDA’s past, present, and future, and the development of a 
multi-year strategic plan to assure consistent growth of the organization while continuing to meet the needs of our 
existing members. Minneapolis-based public relations and strategic communications professional Matt Kucharski 
volunteered to assist the EC with the strategic planning process. A weekend of robust discussion produced the first 
draft, which was shared at the annual meeting. Feedback from that session, the results of member surveys, and dis-
cussion with the membership at a special session during the 2019 Annual Meeting resulted in a Strategic Plan which 
was finalized early this summer. This plan is summarized below.

Success is rarely accidental. Planning to be successful, while anticipating potential pitfalls, is how strong organizations 
are built and grow. That is why the NAVHDA Executive Committee has constructed a three-year strategic plan.

NAVHDA has had constant and consistent growth. Even though the organization is doing well, the EC feels it is im-
portant to prepare so that the organization does not outgrow its current infrastructure. We began the process with the 
goal of accomplishing the following:
•	 Agree on a common mission and vi-

sion and build a strategic plan that 
supports those foundational tenets

•	 Identify our strengths and what has 
made the organization successful 

•	 Identify what keeps the organiza-
tion from being its best and create 
objectives and tactics that tackle 
those tough issues

•	 Better understand the current mem-
bers and identify new audiences 
who could align with the organiza-
tion resulting in a larger and broad-
er membership

•	 Align the infrastructure with our 
stakeholder needs and the resources 
we have

•	 Build and maintain revenue streams 
that are predictable and have the 
potential to grow with the organi-
zation

•	 Create continuity of mission in the 
event there is leadership change

•	 Dream big and act responsibly. 
Create a culture of courageous in-
novation that is balanced with logic 
and sustainable

•	 Answer the question, “WHY does 
NAVHDA exist?”

NAVHDA exists to help people 
experience the thrill of a well-trained 
versatile hunting dog.

The following is a graphic of the strategies selected by the EC as the most effective and efficient way of deliver-
ing services to our members during the next three-year period. These strategies reflect careful consideration of 
the organization’s strategic priorities, situational analysis and available resources. Directors will be executing 
action plans to deliver each of the outlined strategies and will update them on an annual basis.

Strategic Plan 2019-2022   
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Strategic Summary 
 

Component Definition Description   
Vision The future 

we are 
working to 
create 

 Ensure that current and future generations of hunters and dog 
trainers are able to experience the thrill of a well-trained 
versatile hunting dog 

Values What we will 
model in the 
process of 
achieving our 
vision 

 Integrity:  Maintain our solid reputation by always letting the 
best interests of versatile hunting dogs guide our decision 
making 

 Service:  Deliver the highest possible value and best possible 
service to our members, breeders, chapters and volunteers – 
the people who make our work possible 

 Growth & Innovation:  Develop & deliver new and innovative 
programs that have a significant impact on training and 
testing, while continuing to help us continue to grow and 
expand to achieve our mission    

 Leadership:  Lead people to excel in their roles as employees, 
volunteers, and breeders, and lead the charge on important 
issues impacting our vision 

Mission How we will 
achieve our 
vision 

 Foster the responsible breeding, ethical training and testing of 
versatile hunting dogs through education and providing data 
to inform good decisions 

Strategic 
Priorities 

Where we 
will focus our 
efforts to 
implement 
our mission 

 Strengthen our organization:  Building a better, more 
sustainable NAVHDA for the future 

 
 Provide the best testing system possible:  To provide a 

consistent and reliable means of evaluating the characteristics 
and performance of the versatile hunting dog 

 
 Educate members to get the most out of their dogs:  To 

provide avenues for learning that are more in-line with a 
younger and diverse membership 

 
 Improve and expand branding and communication:  Reach 

and engage all potential people within the organization to 
experience the thrill of a well-trained versatile hunting dog 

Strategic Plan 2019-2022   
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Our Approach 

Description  
We use the diagram below to clearly show how our work ties directly to the outcome we are pursuing 
as an organization. 
 
 
 
 
 

Well-trained dogs that 
demonstrate their full 
potential 

Camaraderie with like-
minded dog-loving 
hunters 

Well-educated owners 
who get the most of their  
hunting companions  

More enjoyable and 
successful hunts for  
hunters and their dogs 

Superior breeding that 
leads to higher-potential 
dogs 

We focus on engaging 
a wide variety of 
people…  

…to pursue 3 core, 
long-term strategies… 

…so that we can 
help more people 
experience the 
thrill of a well-
trained VHD  

…which leads to several 
outcomes our stakeholders 
care deeply about 

 Amateur dog 
trainers/handlers  

 Judges/Apprentices 
 Breeders 
 Chapter leaders 
 Hunters (upland & 

waterfowl) 
 Staff 
 Volunteers 
 Corporate 

Sponsors/Partners 
 Professional 

trainers 
 Sporting dog 

enthusiasts 
 Like-minded Orgs 
 Breed groups 
 Donors 
 Media 

Strengthen our 
Organization 
Building a better, more 
sustainable NAVHDA 
for the future 

Judging & Testing 
To provide a consistent 
and reliable means of 
evaluating the 
characteristics & 
performance of the 
versatile hunting dog 

To expose more 
people to the 
thrill of hunting 
behind a well-
trained 
versatile 
hunting dog    

Education & Outreach 
Reach, educate and 
engage a broad array 
of stakeholders and 
work to ensure 
NAVHDA’s promise 
meets their 
experience 

1 

2 

3 

Strategic Initiative: Branding 
Improve and expand organizational branding and craft a communications plan 

Strategic Summary

Planning For The Future



24 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org September 2019 25September 2019 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

Quail with Grapes 
and Pearl Onions

by Hank Shaw
Versatile Chef
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NAVHDA is pleased to team with renowned chef, 
outdoorsman, and cookbook author Hank Shaw, 
whose beautiful and tremendously popular website 
Hunter, Angler, Gardener, Cook (huntgathercook.com) 
has helped invigorate the recent surge of interest in 
preparing game. We will be featuring one of Hank's 
recipes each month, so put on your aprons, sharpen 
those knives, and set the table!

Quail with grapes is a dish seen all over 
the Mediterranean, most often in North 
Africa, where it is called saman bi einab.

     It’s elegant without being fussy, and it 
comes together in less than an hour. And while 
quail is the most traditional, there’s no reason 
you couldn’t do this with partridges, cotton-
tails, or pheasant breasts—or switch it up and 
use dove, pigeons, woodcock or ptarmigan and 
red grapes. I love making this dish with clarified 
butter.

Serves 4

Instructions
Take the quail out of the fridge and salt them well. Let them 
come to room temperature.

Meanwhile, peel the pearl onions. You do this by boiling 
them in salted water for 2 minutes. Drain, let cool enough to 
handle, then slice off the root end of each onion. The peels 
will slip off. Set aside. 

Heat the butter in a pan large enough to hold all the quail 
plus the onions and the grapes. Over medium heat, cook the 
quail, breast-side up. During cooking, spoon the hot butter 
over the tops of the birds to gently cook the breast meat. You 
can flip the quail if you want them browner, but this risks 
overcooking. Cook like this for 5 to 8 minutes. 

Add the minced ginger, pearl onions, and garlic, and keep 
cooking for another 2 to 3 minutes. Don’t let the garlic burn. 

Add the grapes, shake the pan to coat everything with but-
ter, and sprinkle everything with salt and black pepper. Cook 
like this until the grapes start popping, about 2 minutes, then 
serve with crusty bread. 

HOLLY A. HEYSER

Ingredients
• 1 pound pearl onions
• 8 quail, backbones removed and flattened
• Salt
• 1/2 cup butter or olive oil
• 1 tablespoon minced fresh ginger
• 1 head of garlic, cloves peeled but whole
• 10 ounces green seedless grapes
• Black pepper
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And some other important stuff 
you really should think about reading... 
To all breeders: when submitting a litter registration please 
make sure to sign your application. Owners of both the sire and 
dam need to sign the application before you submit the registra-
tion application.

To all members: please keep your contact and mailing infor-
mation up to date. Email the international office at navoffice@
navhda.org with any changes.

The International office is having problems reading many of the 
application requests for both registry and membership. Please 
type the application or write clearly, as this is very time con-
suming. Also, when attaching documents to the International of-
fice email for registrations, please attach a pdf file. Look at what 
you are attaching before sending, because the office is having 
problems getting blank applications, and the attachments are 
not readable. The files need to be 8”x11,” and not dark. 

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training 
tips and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum. 
Please send them to vhd@navhda.org.

THE FORUM 

Photo of the Month

Kennel Name Applications 

These applications for registration of kennel names have been received by 
the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written and submitted to 
Lisa Pehur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520, Arlington Hts, IL 60006, 
on or before October 1, 2019. To obtain registration forms, write the 
Registrar at the above address or go to www.navhda.org. 

KENNEL NAME BREED OWNERS

CLASSIFIEDS 

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through the 
NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in the Pre-Pay 
VHD Ads section. All classified ads are limited to 35 
words and price is $35.00 for all categories. Submission 
deadline for classifieds is the first of the month before the 
month of issue. For example: deadline for November issue 
is October 1st. 

Got something to sell? Why not advertise with us! We have online 
classifieds available through the NAVHDA store and also magazine 
classifieds and regular ad sizes. For more information, go to our web-
site (www.navhda.org) under Advertise with Us for full details.

KEEP UP WITH THE PACK!
Want up-to-the-minute notifications 

about what’s happening in NAVHDA? 
Follow us on 

Facebook at NAVHDA International 
and on 

Instagram @navhdainternational

2019
NAVHDA Election Calendar

Aug 1: Last date for receipt of nomina-
tions from the membership for any of the 
four offices.

Sept 15: Secretary must notify membership of 
the names of all nominees for the four offices.

Oct 15: Ballots mailed to all members entitled 
to vote. 

Nov 15: All ballots to be counted must be 
postmarked by this date and returned to 
the Inspectors of Election.

Dec 10: Last day for Inspectors of Election to 
report the election results to the Secretary. 
Results shall be published in the next VHD.

My son John, age 9, reading the August youth issue 

of VHD, while next to his own VHD, our 

Small Munsterlander, Sunny. 

It was a great issue, especially for youth 

and those of us trying to get 

our own youth involved!

~ Julia Arnold

TWISTED POINT GS KENNETH & ALYSHA BRAZEE
SOUTHWEST POINT GS NATHAN & ALLIE STANDLEE
NORTHBOUND GR ADAM J. LACHAPELLE



28 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org September 2019 29September 2019 Versatile Hunting Dog • www.navhda.org

With deep roots dating back to 1894, Purina, the
leading food and litter manufacturer for dogs and
cats in the U.S., is celebrating a landmark 125 years.
With trusted brands such as Pro Plan, Purina ONE,
Dog Chow and Purina Pro Plan Veterinary Diets,
Purina is committed to producing
the highest quality products that
feed millions of pets every day. A
dedicated supporter of hardworking
dogs and their dedicated owners and
handlers, Purina is a proud sponsor
of the North American Versatile
Hunting Dog Association (NAVHDA). 

“2019 marks a milestone in the
history of our company,” Purina
CEO Joe Sivewright says. “We
look forward to writing the next
chapter of Purina’s great story
with partners like NAVHDA that
share our purpose and values.” 

“At Purina, we're intent on cele-
brating hardworking dogs and
people who share a passion for
the outdoors,” says Purina Director
of Sporting Dog Programs Karl
Gunzer, whose team sponsors and at-
tends 300+ sporting dog events every
year and manages Purina’s relation-
ships with conservation organizations
and sporting dog groups like NAVHDA.
“We enjoy working with NAVHDA members and
providing their dogs with outstanding nutrition to
help them be their absolute best.” 

William H. Danforth founded the company that
would become known as Ralston Purina in St. Louis,
where the company maintains a strong presence.
Based on the company’s slogan, “Where Purity is
Paramount,” Purina was incorporated into the com-
pany’s name in 1902, the same year it adopted the
iconic Checkerboard logo. 

Throughout its history, Purina has revolutionized
the pet food industry. The company opened the
first-ever pet nutrition and care center in 1926 at
Purina Farms in Gray Summit, Missouri, to confirm
the palatability and nutrition of its pet foods. In

1957, Purina introduced extrusion, a manufacturing
process now standard for dry pet foods that produces
a flavorful, expanded particle, or “kibble,” with superior
palatability and appearance. Nearly 30 years later,
the company established the groundbreaking Pro

Plan brand, the first of its kind with
real meat as the No. 1 ingredient. 

Purina’s global team of 500+
scientists, including nutritionists,
behaviorists, veterinarians and
other specialists, are continually
innovating and shaping the future
of pet care. Their research has led
to powerful nutritional breakthroughs,
such as Purina Pro Plan SPORT
Performance 30/20 Formula to
help optimize a hardworking dog’s
endurance, Purina Pro Plan BRIGHT
MIND to help promote a dog’s healthy
aging, Purina Pro Plan SAVOR dry
formulas with guaranteed live pro-
biotics to help support a dog’s 
digestive and immune health, and,
most recently, Purina Pro Plan Vet-
erinary Supplements Calming Care

with a strain of beneficial bacteria shown
to help a dog maintain calm behavior. 

Purina holds all of its products to the
highest safety and quality standards,
setting the gold standard for the indus-

try. Purina products are made in Purina-owned U.S.
facilities and, in a typical production day, undergo
100,000+ quality checks involving ingredient/pack-
aging, receiving, processing and packing. 

Purina is steadfast in making its products in a
sustainable way to help safeguard the environment.
This includes reducing waste, optimizing energy and
being good stewards of water. The company also is
working with farmers and conservation leaders to
improve the environment where its ingredients are
grown or raised. 

Above all, Purina’s belief over the past 125 years
that pets and people are better together is the one
constant that will never change.  �

PURINA CELEBRATES 125TH ANNIVERSARY
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It’s been just over six months since the 2019 NAVH-
DA Annual Meeting in Minneapolis. As a reminder, 
during the meeting the EC introduced its strategic 

plan for the near future. As the Director of Informa-
tion Services, I’ve been tasked with several key initia-
tives that were born out of the strategic plan. In general, 
the strategic plan stated that NAVHDA will update its 
information technology infrastructure. These updates 
include the following key initiatives: 
1. Moving all Central Office files and operations to a cloud-

based environment, thereby removing the need to keep/
maintain physical file servers in the Central Office.

2. A complete review and potential re-write of our da-
tabase (Registry & Test Records). 

3.  Providing our membership with an updated NAVH-
DA website. A brief update on our progress follows.

With the assistance of NAVHDA members Randy Han-
son and Mike Bigus, we have completed the following in 
regards to moving the Central Office’s network file sys-
tem as well as MARS (NAVHDA’s database) to the cloud:
• Testing and installation of a new network file system in 

the Central Office that is tied to Microsoft OneDrive, 
a cloud-based file system. The Central Office has fully 
migrated to this cloud-based system.

• Built a test environment where the MARS database 
(Registry and Test Records) resides in a cloud-based 
environment.  

• Completed our first round of testing MARS and con-
tinue to complete regression and user acceptance test-
ing of MARS in the “cloud” as well as with our new, 
updated website (Registry/Pedigree Searches, Dog 
Searches, Test Results). Testing is targeted to be com-
pleted by September 2019.

The underlying driver for moving MARS from our cur-
rent, on-premise environment to the cloud is cost efficien-
cy. Cost encompasses not just the direct cost of owning 
or licensing the Central Office equipment. These indirect 
costs can make up a significant proportion of the expens-
es of running on-premise equipment. We can shift these 
costs to a cloud service provider to dramatically save 
money. Moving MARS to a cloud service infrastructure 
affords us flexibility and the best equipment in the in-
dustry. With our on-premise data infrastructure, securi-
ty should be our number one concern, because we are 
holding our members personal information. The reality is 
that it’s hard to be more secure and in control than hous-
ing our data within your own perimeter. Consequently, 
cloud service providers are required to meet the highest 
security standards in the industry, set by health, finan-
cial, and government institutions. Additionally, moving 
to the cloud will set us up to have an instantly scalable 

architecture and also positions us to have access to other 
cloud-based technologies and services that could not only 
reduce cost but enhance current functionality of MARS 
and future development projects.

Regarding revisions and updates to the NAVHDA web-
site, our Director of Publications, Tim Otto, and a team 
of web designers is hard at work revamping the site map 
and aesthetics to make it more user friendly and easier to 
navigate. He expects the revised website to launch early 
this fall, and will provide a description of those changes 
in a separate communication. 

While we’ve made quite a bit of progress, we still have 
a lot of work to do. A list of currently active and up-
coming activities focused on the goals set forth in the 
Strategic Plan follows:
• Complete testing for both the website and MARS by 

September 2019.
• Complete the migration of MARS (Registry/Test Data-

base) to the cloud.
• Currently targeting October 2019 for the rollout of 

both the website and moving MARS to the cloud.
• The Director of Information Services will be continuing 

review of our database after stabilization in the cloud 
to identify and implement needed changes to improve 
user experience.

• More effective search functions
• Scrub data to remove duplicate and/or inaccurate data
• Possible future state
• Smart device integration with MARS database for test 

secretaries and judges
• Smart device integration for members - test entries on-

line, online dog and litter registration, etc.

Regarding the future state of our database, I have already 
contacted several members and plan to contact addition-
al members to collect feedback regarding how they use 
our data, what problems they currently experience when 
searching in our database, and what they would like to 
see in the future regarding our data. The next step in this 
process is to work with our Registry Committee to gather 
their feedback and to develop a set of needs and wants. 
From there, I’ll continue to work with test secretaries, 
breeders, and general members to incorporate their feed-
back. The end goal of this effort is to produce a set of re-
quirements that can be presented to a database architect/
programmer (resource to be determined) to implement 
the agreed upon changes.

As you can see, we’ve been busy working towards the 
goals of our Strategic Plan. I’d like to ask that if anyone 
is interested in providing feedback and/or participating in 
a focus group to discuss our future state or if you have 
any questions regarding our IT plans, please feel free to 
contact me at sjgnavhda@gmail.com. 

Information Services Update
By Steve Greger
Director of Information Services

mailto:sjgnavhda@gmail.com
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NAVHDA Test Results

POCONO MOUNTAIN 07/06/2019 2019-0145 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AXEL WARHAMMER FRITZINGER GS 13.13 112 I CHAD O FRITZINGER
HIGH RIDGE GUN DOG JASPER BF 11.26 96 III JOSEPH S POPELKA

TEETH: MISSING 405  
HUNTING HILLS’ LONG SHOT SM 11.55 107 I CLAUDE MUELLER
LEXINGTONS ADDIE WARHAMMER GS 13.13 112 I JONATHAN J PLECHAVY
SPIRIT LACONTO BS 15.13 112 I MIKE LACONTO
WET ACRES HAVE GUN WILL TRAVEL GR 14.77 108 I WILLIAM MADEA

TEETH: MISSING 405  
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
SCHWARZWALD’S HASSELTOFFER GW 2.06 185 II DONALD DEVINE
SUNDANCE COOPER GS 3.42 188 III KENNETH W SAUBIER

JUDGES:  LISA PEHUR, JOSHUA D FLOWERS, ROBERT FEE

POCONO MOUNTAIN 07/07/2019 2019-0146 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
TS FRIEDELSHEIM’S ACES AND EIGHTS GS 13.35 103 I JEFF TUCKER
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BROOM STRAWS FASTEST DRAW GS 1.99 204 I CHASE LOVE
HIGH POWER ALL FOR GLOREE PP 1.30 201 I PAMELA S PATTON

BITE: UNDERSHOT  
SCHWARZWALD’S GABBY GW 2.68 202 I THOMAS MCCLAFFERTY

TEETH: EXTRA 205  
SUNDANCE WALLACE JONES GS 2.36 192 II MICKEY J JONES

BITE: BUTTBITE  
JUDGES:  LISA PEHUR, JOSHUA D FLOWERS, ROBERT FEE

SOUTHERN ADIRONDACK 06/28/2019 2019-0147 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BACON HILL NIA BELLA GS 13.33 110 I DOMENIC RICCOBONO
BACON HILL NIRVANA BLAZE GS 13.33 112 I DOMENIC RICCOBONO
BACON HILL TRUE NORTH NAVIGATOR GS 13.33 99 II MICHAEL J DIGESARE
LEAPING DOG’S TEXAN 6 SHOOTER GR 12.63 84 None JENIFER S HOGAN

BITE: BUTTBITE  
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BACON HILL CHARADES CARY GS 7.16 186 II LEON T HAIRIE
BACON HILL EASY LIKE SUNDAY MORNING GS 5.99 178 II CHRISTIAN V MOHR
OSCAR MORENO GS 2.99 192 I HEIDI W ATKINSON

TESTES: NEUTERED  
JUDGES:  BARBARA A KOSKOS, DAVID A TRAHAN, DAWN M WATKINS

SOUTHERN ADIRONDACK 06/29/2019 2019-0148 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ASGARDSREIA ODIN’S PRIDE GS 4.23 173 III JENI M ROBERTS
BACON HILL GEMSTONE GARNETS RICKY GS 4.92 182 III REGINA M HAIRIE
BACON HILL HUDSON BACKWATER GS 3.90 189 I DANIEL P SWEENEY
BACON HILL JOKER’S WILD GS 2.95 130 III ANDREW L ROBERTS

UNABLE TO JUDGE TEETH DOG GROWLED  
JOSIE SMITH GS 4.09 167 None JUSTIN R SMITH
REDROCK KIZMAR FIRST OF HIS NAME VI 4.36 204 I DIANE C BLISS

JUDGES:  BARBARA A KOSKOS, PHILIP A THAYER JR, DAVID A TRAHAN

SOUTHERN ADIRONDACK 06/30/2019 2019-0149 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BACON HILL MENACE OF THE MARSH GS 13.50 112 I PATRICK CONLEY

BITE : SCISSOR BITE  
BACON HILL NUBBLE LIGHT OF WILLOW GS 13.40 110 I EDWARD M HAHN
BACON HILL SWEET MAYPLE SUGAR GS 13.50 112 I HEIDI W ATKINSON
FROG HOLLOW’S OBI-WAN & TACHI’S PRINCESS LEIA GR 11.80 112 I ROBERT E PFLEGER III
GRETA THE GREAT OF INDIAN HILL WM 9.70 112 I RANDY W FOUTCH
IWAN’S INDY PP 6.87 110 I JOHN FACTEAU
PAGESKA’S CA O SUGAR MAPLE GR 15.23 82 None PAIGE L PETTIS
SHARP SHOOTERS RENAISSANCE MAN GS 12.53 81 None DAVID BLOOMER
TORVIE OF GREAT LAKES GUN DOGS BF 11.00 108 I STEPHEN LEFFLER

TEETH: MISSING 305  
JUDGES:  BARBARA A KOSKOS, PHILIP A THAYER JR, DAVID A TRAHAN

POCONO MOUNTAIN 07/05/2019 2019-0150 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
GUNMETTLE’S DREAM CATCHER WM 15.65 103 II PATRICK KILDUFF
OAK CREEK ARBOR JAMES GS 11.58 112 I BLAKE E HORST
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
DUTCH HOLLOW TRAIL BLAZIN BRAEDEN GS 3.66 204 I JOHN WOLFE
SCHWARZWALD’S HAND OF KING’S GW 2.05 198 I JERRY R WESTERHOLM
SCHWARZWALD’S WINDY HILL IZZY GW 2.05 204 I DAVID T WALSH
WINDSTORM’S ST PAULI GIRL GS 2.32 155 None MARK HESSLER

JUDGES:  LISA PEHUR, JOSHUA D FLOWERS, ROBERT FEE

KETTLE MORAINE 07/13/2019 2019-0151 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
CAPTAINS ERNST VOM LADWIG GW 4.24 201 I MICHAEL A LADWIG

COAT: NO FURNISHINGS  
DAWNS OTHO RICHARD ES 1.66 169 III MICHAEL J LAKE
ISLAY VOM RIVERWOODS GS 2.19 163 None JACOB R ZEUSKE
NITRO ELHEW BLACKJACK PT 5.26 197 II ROY W AMES
RUSTLING MEADOWS SWEET CHOCOLATE GS 6.17 171 III DAVID A ANDERSON

JUDGES:  CHRISTOPHER J MOKLER, DIANE CALANDRA, JOSEPH E STRONG

KETTLE MORAINE 07/13/2019 2019-0152 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ASPEN HILL STONED COLD SHOTZIE GS 14.23 112 I MARK PORTER
EBONY VIXEN A SUPERIORGUNDOG GS 15.42 112 I MARTIN A SHERLUND

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
KILLBUCK’S II PRIMO STORMY OF LITTLE EGYPT PP 14.87 112 I CHARLES LAURENTI
PALADINS DROPTINE MAVERICK PP 14.87 82 III GREG D THOMPSON
RIVER VALLEY’S ROGUE GS 15.55 112 I CHAD J FINLEY
RIVERHILLS ABBY’S D’KATE’S EARNIE SM 19.26 97 Eval TAMAS BODOR
ROCK CREEK UNDERFIRE PP 15.16 112 I THEODORE CONIARIS

COAT: NO FURNISHINGS  
SHINING STAR SERGEANT MAJOR TOWNE RET GS 13.48 112 I DEBRA A KURTZ
TALLGRASS TIMBERDOODLE SQUARED WM 15.61 80 None MINDY M BROWN

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
THUNDERHEAD’S CHUBACCA GS 8.61 95 III BRIAN J HAANSTAD

TEETH: EXTRA 305  
JUDGES:  TJ MCKENZIE, JAMES B MOE, MATTHEW J MINICH

KETTLE MORAINE 07/14/2019 2019-0153 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BEARDED GUNDOGS 2TUFF HENNY GW 14.16 110 I TEEGEN MCCORMACK
BROKEN BOW’S STEYR ON POINT SA GR 13.26 112 I SCOTT W RAYSIN
CRABTREE’S NORTH LEXIE SM 15.55 87 III DALE GOTTSCHALK
KONIG’S MR MILLER GS 14.94 112 I EDWARD A MERTINS
KONIG’S PRINCESS NALA OF LISBON GS 14.94 112 I NICK G SCAFFIDI
PALADINS CLAYMORE PP 15.39 100 III RYAN T ALDRICH
THUNDERHEAD’S SUPER NOVA GS 11.61 95 III NICK SCHOENBOHM
THUNDREHEAD’S RAE’S DUKE GS 13.13 105 I JUDD VERHAGEN

TEETH: MISSING 207  
JUDGES:  TJ MCKENZIE, JAMES B MOE, MATTHEW J MINICH

KETTLE MORAINE 07/14/2019 2019-0154 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
COPPER FOX’S ANTHEIA LM 15.45 86 III RICHARD G CUSTER

USED BIRD AT WATER-TEETH EXTRA 405  
DAWG ONALOG’S HOLD EVERYTHING MADGIC GR 6.87 105 II AUGUST PETER
FREDO Z ROMANOVA CHOVU SM 13.13 112 I MICHAEL SCHMITTLEIN

TESTICLE: CHRYTORCHIDISM  
PRAIRIE PEAKS LITTLE ZIVA SM 15.45 112 I ADRIANNA N SCHWARTZ

TEETH: MISSING 405  
SADDLE MOUNTAIN SERENDIPITY MIDGE SP 15.10 98 III DAVID A SPAIN

TEETH: MISSING 305  
SEVEN PINES KATNISS CATCHING FIRE SP 14.97 82 None WENDY S MCINTOSH

USED BIRD AT WATER  
SHARP SHOOTERS SLICIN AND DICIN GS 13.29 98 III KEITH WOLF
SHIOK RIDGE’S GOOD KARMA MURPHY GR 16.06 112 Eval BENJAMIN R MILQUET
SOONIPI POINT’S HANDSOME HARRY GR 14.35 88 None MICHAEL R HMIELEWSKI

JUDGES:  CHRISTOPHER J MOKLER, DIANE CALANDRA, JOSEPH E STRONG

NEW BRUNSWICK 07/20/2019 2019-0155 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
IWAN’S JOSIE PP 3.87 95 III SUSAN HEASLIP

TEETH: PUPPY TEETH  
PAGESKA’S DL PATRIOT GR 5.61 94 III CHRIS BRIGGS
RED TREE ACRES JACOB GR 12.16 107 II JAMES I STUART
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
PAGESKA’S OL LEXI GR 3.59 160 III SCOTT A MARTIN
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
PAGESKA’S OP WHISKEY GR 2.52 157 None RAYNALD BOUCHER
ZOLDMALI MAIKA WV 5.01 182 III REGINA A GASSELSDORFER

JUDGES:  JULIE K TOWERS, STEVE BRODEUR, BENOIT MARTINEAU

NEW BRUNSWICK 07/21/2019 2019-0156 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
MINNESOTA’S FS DUTCH FS 12.71 96 None KYRENA PARKINSON
PAGESKA’S CA O’BIRDIE GR 15.94 112 I GEORGE T BURNETT

TEETH: MISSING 405&405  
PAGESKA’S CA OONA GR 15.94 112 I SHAWN AMOS

TEETH: MISSING 405  
PAGESKA’S DL PULSE GR 5.65 107 II JUSTIN A GALLOWAY

TEETH: MISSING 405  
PAGESKA’S LUCKY ODIN GR 12.03 112 I PAIGE L PETTIS
PAGESKA’S NL RUBY GR 5.84 112 I ERIC OICKLE
PAGESKA’S OXFORD GR 15.94 112 I PIERRE MEZZETTA
PAGESKA’S PANDORA GR 5.84 79 None PAIGE L PETTIS
PAGESKA’S PHOEBE GR 6.03 93 None PAIGE L PETTIS
RED TREE ACRES ROSLIN’S MOUNTAIN ASH GR 13.77 112 I ROBERT R FRASER

JUDGES:  JULIE K TOWERS, STEVE BRODEUR, BENOIT MARTINEAU

BIG SKY 07/26/2019 2019-0157 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
DAWG ONALOG’S DEFINITELY DICKENS GR 5.49 193 I JAMES LECHLEITNER

BITE: BUTTBITE  
JX’S FIONA PIPER GR 5.55 185 III JASON S RICE

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
PIPESTAR’S KNUT KEH-UTE GR 2.10 160 None JASON S RICE
SALMON RIVER DYNAMITE DIVA GR 2.36 184 None TAWNA E SKINNER
SUPREME POINT’S COLTER’S RUN GR 2.16 171 II BRIAN J GERTISER

JUDGES:  RUTH A WEISS, GABRIEL D AWBREY, MARY BRIDGET NIELSEN

BIG SKY 07/27/2019 2019-0158 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AUX LAKE FF TOP CHEDDAR GR 8.52 99 II LUKAS H RUSSETT
DRACULA VON DEN DONAU-WIRBLEN GS 33.39 103 Eval VENUS RAE BROWN
ECHO VON MAGIC CITY GS 10.71 94 III CARI AN LEDOSQUET
FITZGERALD VON MAGIC CITY GS 8.55 101 II CARI AN LEDOSQUET

TEETH: EXTRA 305&405  
MUELLER’S FINN JINZ GR 11.23 80 III MARCUS L TROYER
PM AND REGEN’S MONTANA ICEMAN WM 8.65 103 II CAROLYN A MEHL
PRETTY PRAIRIE’S PLAY IT AGAIN HARPER VOM NUGGY GS 17.45 77 Eval VENUS RAE BROWN

TEETH: EXTRA 205  
ROBINGUN’S MANTU N K MATEBO SM 13.35 112 I CHASYTE L ONTIVEROS
ROBINGUN’S NITRO B Z NAMBU SM 12.90 106 II CHASYTE L ONTIVEROS
SEAGER AND HIS DISCOBALL DANCE PARTY GS 13.06 112 I SCOTT W HANSEN

JUDGES:  RUTH A WEISS, GABRIEL D AWBREY, MARY BRIDGET NIELSEN

BIG SKY 07/28/2019 2019-0159 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BONE POINT’S FREYA GW 14.13 110 I JAMES E MCGREGOR

TEETH: MISSING 105&205  
BROOKS OUTBACKS OWYHEE GR 8.13 100 III DAVID M DUFFIN
CABIN CREEK KELSON PP 12.55 112 I BYRON W KERR
CADDIS CREEK  ACE OF DIAMONDS GS 13.10 102 III JEFFREY W TWOHIG
CARIBOU BALU FRANK GR 8.03 106 II JOHN M DUFFIN
PP DUCORBEAU RAVEN PP 15.97 106 II FRANCIS G COTE

TEETH: MISSING 205  
PRAIRIE CREST’S SEARCH FOR MAGGIES ADVENTURE GW 15.74 104 II LYNN M NEFF

JUDGES:  RUTH A WEISS, GABRIEL D AWBREY, MARY BRIDGET NIELSEN

Become a Pheasants Forever Member Today and 
Claim Your FREE PF Leash & Collapsible Dog 

Bowl, Your Best Friend Will Thank You!

www.pheasantsforever.org/NAVHDA

Help Us Protect the Healthy 
Habitat and Wild Places You and 

Your Bird Dog Love to Roam.

THE RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY – 
PRESERVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS:

HEALTHY FORESTS
ABUNDANT WILDLIFE

SPORTING TRADITIONS
Join Today!
RuffedGrouseSociety.Org
1-888-564-6747

Photo by Nancy Anisfi eld

DON’T FORGET 
THE KIDS!

Please consider making a donation 
to the NAVHDA Youth Programs 

when you renew your membership. 
We’ve made it easy to do through 
the NAVHDA Store - simply renew 

your membership at 
www.navhdastore.org

and choose a donation amount from 
the dropdown list.

Your donations will be used 
to support these programs:

Kristin Rieser Youth Handler Clinic Program
NAVHDA Youth Testing Incentive Program

NAVHDA Youth Events Program
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2019 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date Chapter/Location  Test Type Contact Telephone E-mail
Sep 6-8 Merrimack Valley NH NA/UPT/UT Joanna Korte (603) 664-5394 joannakorte@gmail.com
Sep 6-8 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Marion Siebert (412) 751-0214 sieset@comcast.net
Sep 6-8 Yankee ME NA/UPT/UT Alexander Runyon (207) 841-0630 runyon@maine.rr.com
Sep 6-8 Eagle Rock ID NA/UPT/UT Sean Allen (208) 403-9937 brokenbowkennels@gmail.com
Sep 7-8 Minnesota MN NA Hunter Kamm (612) 877-0005 hunterkamm@gmail.com
Sep 7-8 Quebec South Shore QC NA/UPT/UT Nicolas Breton (418) 988-1343 academieduchiendechasse@gmail.com
Sep 7-8 Central States NE NA/UPT/UT Pamela Robinson (402) 202-6140 pam@robingunkennels.com
Sep 7-8 Toronto Ontario ON NA/UT James Harwood (905) 767-8376 torontotestsecretary@gmail.com
Sep 7-8 Ontario Grand River ON NA/UT Jan Wolff (519) 759-1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Sep 20-22 Illowa IA NA/UPT/UT Clint Henning (563) 320-5908 clnthenning@gmail.com
Sep 20-22 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade (207) 778-4868 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 20-22 Central Oregon OR NA/UPT/UT Jeremy Davis (541) 728-4376 jeremdavis@gmail.com
Sep 21-22 Southern Tier Of New York NY NA/UPT/UT Timothy Lewis (607) 692-3236 72tlewis@frontier.com
Sep 21-22 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Christopher Orcutt (860) 342-5724 corcutt01@comcast.net
Sep 21-22 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Vincent Wehrle (614) 519-8764 vinw99@yahoo.com 
Sep 21-22 Northern Illinois WI NA/UPT/UT Amber Glaves (262) 222-3115 glavesa911@gmail.com
Sep 21-22 Delmarva DE NA/UPT/UT Marc St Jean (302) 698-5356 marc@tnias.org
Sep 21-22 Grand Canyon Of Arizona AZ NA/UPT/UT Nathan Reisner (928) 814-2495 nate.d.reisner@gmail.com
Sep 28-29 Mid South TN NA/UPT/UT Margaret Anne Thompson (706) 864-4988 maggiet65@gmail.com
Sep 28-29 Midwest Tri State SD NA/UPT/UT Tate Martinsen (605) 261-8141 tatemartinsen@yahoo.com 
Sep 28-29 Keystone PA NA/UPT/UT John Wolfe (610) 613-1482 wolfejohn88@yahoo.com
Sep 28-29 Potomac MD NA/UPT/UT Max Holcher (301) 461-0085 chip@chipholcher.com
Sep 28-29 Southern New England CT NA/UPT/UT Joshua Flowers (845) 661-8354 flowersjosh@att.net
Sep 28-29 Northern California CA NA/UPT/UT Erin Gregoire (916) 698-1543 erindowdy@gmail.com
Sep 28-29 Pocono Mountain PA NA/UPT/UT John Wolfe (610) 613-1482 wolfejohn88@yahoo.com
Sep 28-29 Mokan KS NA/UPT/UT John Corrigan (540) 295-3421 mokannavhda@jackquest.com
Oct 4-6 Tarheel NC NA/UPT/UT Kyley Googins-Caldwell (910) 514-6059 kyley.googins@gmail.com
Oct 5-6 Chattahoochee GA NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Presley (706) 330-7021 kimberlyepresley@gmail.com
Oct 5-6 Chesapeake VA NA/UPT/UT Daphne Gray (804) 493-7354 windstormgsp@aol.com
Oct 5-6 Mid-Ohio OH NA/UPT/UT Adam Green (740) 334-0115 acgreen41@gmail.com
Oct 5-6 Illinois IL NA/UPT/UT Mary Poineal (779) 513-1521 mpoineal@gmail.com
Oct 5-6 Spoon River IL NA/UT Randy Ashman (217) 840-6681 rashman@usd116.org
Oct 5-6 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT William Wundrack (573) 489-2899 wundracks2016@gmail.com
Oct 11-13 Heartland NE NA/UPT/UT Amber Tolzin (712) 249-5585  atolzin1992@gmail.com
Oct 12-13 Hoosier Hills IN NA Amy Musia (812) 459-8833 musiafineart@gmail.com
Oct 12-13 Zia NM NA/UPT/UT Linda Sanders (505) 850-0649 lsanders2316@gmail.com
Oct 12-13 Carolinas NC NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Lewis (850) 602-2515 klewis700@ymail.com
Oct 12-13 Ok-Navhda OK NA/UPT/UT Jeff Whitmarsh (405) 205-5626 jfwhit65@gmail.com
Oct 19-20 Texas TX NA/UPT/UT Gregory Kadesch (817) 271-7878 greg.kadesch@texasnavhda.org
Nov 2-3 Florida Palmetto FL NA/UPT/UT Danelle Snyder (321) 750-7386 dysnyder58@gmail.com
Nov 8-10 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease (703) 765-5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Dec 7-8 Lone Star TX NA/UPT/UT Megan Murphy (281) 989-5933 megan-murphy@att.net

2019 Special Events Calendar

Date Chapter/Location Event Contact Telephone E-mail
Sep 12-15 Buckeye/Bloomingdale, OH Invitational NAVHDA Office 847/253-6488 navoffice@navhda.org

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA website at www.navhda.org.

Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful versatile 
hunting partner, developed through a performance based testing system 
and breeding program that enhance the overall conformation set forth 
by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
 Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more 
about a perfect blend of trainability, versatility 
and desire in your next hunting dog.

Like us and follow us on Facebook at North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR

The Original 
German Shorthair

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to 
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.

Living Up To The efforT, Time and TrUsT! 

The Best in Electronic Dog Training Equipment, Sales, 
Trades, Repairs, Parts and Great Customer Service! 

800-430-2010  www.collarclinic.com

“Jager “

1517 Northern Star Dr. Traverse City MI  49696
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Written by experts for  experts  
and those who want to be. 
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com  
to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of 
The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.
Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

As a member of NAVHDA,  you want  

your versatile dog to do it all. For  

20 years, The Pointing Dog Journal  

has been helping hunting dog

owners do just that.

call 844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

Seek, Point, & Retrieve

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special  
$5 savings off our regular subscription  
price – so you can get yours for only $21.95  
for six issues!

• 6 great issues a year

• Special e-mail articles of our  
Traveling Wingshooter gamebird forecasts

• Access to our exclusive online content  
that includes a bulletin board, articles,  
and video shooting tips.


