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President’s Message
By Dave Trahan
Deerfield, New Hampshire

HUNT FOR BIRDS, NOT BUTTONS.

NANCY ANISFIELD © 2019

A Challenge
A

s we start off a new year, chapters are getting
together to set up schedules for clinics and tests.
As I look at my local chapter’s treasurer’s report
for the last three years, I am seeing a trend—clinics and
tests are going strong with an increase in participation
from year to year. This is a good thing for the local
chapters and the national organization.
The only drawback that I see is the lack of new volunteers to handle this work. New people are coming on
board, and we are helping them to train their dog, but
there seems to be a lack of willingness to stay around
and help others. It’s nice to see the growth in chapters,
but it puts the burden on long-time members to take
care of the needs of the chapter. How do we change
this mindset? How do we get the new people more in-

volved? Growth is good, but it won’t work if we don’t
build on our volunteers. Our organization only has a
few paid staff members. The rest of the business is all
done by volunteers. Eventually those people move on
to other things. We need to come up with new ways to
get new members engaged in our organization.
I am putting the challenge out to every member:
when you attend a clinic or a test become a mentor.
Choose one person and show him or her the ropes. Explain to them that the only way this organization will
last is if we keep our volunteers working and helping
others. Tell them that by helping out and watching others working their dogs they can learn things. We can all
learn so much at training clinics by helping and observing dogs and handlers.

PRO 550 PLUS
Build a dog worth hunting over with training levels you can adjust
and tracking that shows which direction your dog is heading.
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About The Cover

THE MAGIC
OF THE FIRSTS
By Kyle Smith

Saint Louis, Missouri

W

hen you get a versatile
hunting dog, there are a
series of firsts that will be
burned into your memory forever.
They are the type of memories that
you tell your kids, “If I lose the ability to regurgitate this story for the
1000th time, it’s time to pull the plug
on me.” It starts as you proudly observe that very first convincing point,
and your mind starts to wander
about all of the adventures this pup
is going to lead you on. It continues
as you introduce your dog to the gun
4

and shoot the first training bird that
he decided he’s going to pick up and
bring back to your feet. Some dogs
may hold onto it or do a victory lap
behind you, but, in the moment, that
doesn’t matter. The daily bumpers in
the backyard have paid off and your
pup just retrieved his first bird. Not
all firsts are positive however, as
many painfully remember that first
vet bill that cost more than the puppy itself. It could be that treble hook
baited with bacon, meant for a big
flathead catfish, but instead resting
Versatile Hunting Dog
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recklessly in the belly of your Vizsla.
Or maybe it was a clash in the field
between two alphas who normally
“get along great” but sent one home
with staples after trying to steal the
first retrieve of the season.
For most NAVHDA members
their first testing experience is one
you can add to the list of memorable firsts. The anticipation builds in
the weeks leading up to the test, as
you begin to have tunnel vision on
that one portion of the test you are
most nervous about. You ask advice
February 2020

from fellow chapter members and
send videos of your training sessions
for feedback. Perhaps you panic
and buy $150 worth of pheasants
two weeks prior to the test. That
is purely hypothetical—if my wife
is reading this, that is not how we
passed the tracking portion. The anticipation peaks as test day comes.
Last week he was steady to flush
and now he’s barely holding point.
You walk out of the field wide-eyed,
thinking dear Lord I hope we at least
got a 3 there. The judges announce
February 2020

we will proceed with the tracking
portion after a quick lunch break.
Deep down though, a Busch Light
sounds better to calm your nerves
than a pulled pork sandwich. Lunch
passes, as does the tracking portion,
and that pheasant your dog tracked
and retrieved to hand feels more like
the Stanley Cup than a clipped-wing
bird. Fast forward a couple hours
and the judges are reading off the
scores to your first NAVHDA test, a
112, Prize I.
These are the moments we will
never forget.
Although all of these milestones
were impressionable, for me none
of these experiences were comparable to the first wild bird Cooper got
for me. In late September I got a call
from my buddy, Brandon Whitfield,
asking if I could get off work the
Versatile Hunting Dog
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last weekend of October. Although
I was scheduled to work five shifts
over that four-day period, I said yes
without hesitation, and did what I
had to do to get those shifts covered.
Having just earned his first VC title with his three-year-old shorthair
Too Much Jager, Brandon was eager
to put the training aside and do what
these dogs were bred to do. While,
ultimately, the trip was successful,
we would largely end up being a victim of circumstance as most of the
WMA’s we hunted were surrounded
by standing corn and flooded due to
an uncharacteristic amount of rain.
Naturally, I was eager to shoot my
first pheasant over Cooper, but time
after time I would walk up on his
point and a hen would flush out.
Now Cooper has watched plenty of training birds fly away that I
5

failed to knock down, but I can only
imagine on this trip he started questioning just how big of an idiot his
hunting buddy was. I can imagine
him thinking, “There’s no way he
forgot to take the safety off again!”
as he looks back at me while the
hen flies off unscathed. I remember
hanging my head lower and lower
as the last fleeting rays of daylight
dropped below the horizon on our
last day hunting in Minnesota. Cooper had found plenty of birds, but all
of them were hens, protected by the
Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources. While we bagged a few
roosters over the more experienced
shorthair, in my mind I was going
home empty-handed.
Fast forward two weeks and we
were back on the road chasing after
our first wild bird. We drove up to
central Illinois where the temperature had recently dropped, and,
more importantly, the corn had
been harvested. After hunting a 60acre plot and coming up empty, we
found ourselves hunting a drainage
ditch through the middle of two harvested fields. With gunners walking
on both sides of the ditch, all of the
sudden Cooper’s intensity went to
10. He put his nose on the ground
and started tracking quickly and methodically. The portion of his Natural Ability test that I obsessed and
worried about the most was about
to produce his first wild bird. He
stopped suddenly, and, seconds later, a seasoned rooster exploded out
of the cover. The sound of a gunshot
ringing across the horizon was followed by an explosion of feathers
as the pheasant glided down and
tumbled to a stop. “Deeeeeeaaad” I
yelled as a wave of excitement and
emotion washed over me. Months
of training, hundreds of dollars in
training birds, and hundreds of miles
traveled had led to this one moment,
Cooper’s first wild pheasant.
The morning of firsts wasn’t quite
over yet, however. As we took a
6

quick break for lunch, Reid’s threeyear-old son Remi was begging his
mom to let him tag along as we
went back out to hunt. The sting of
the early morning cold was beginning to wear off, so Reid decided
to swap the gun on his shoulder for
their son on his shoulders. It wasn’t
long before Cooper flushed up another rooster and, for the first time,
Remi got to watch his grandpa harvest a pheasant. I considered how
cool it was for him to witness that
and how memories such as these
are what foster the next generation
of hunters. As Cooper searched enthusiastically in the thick briars, I
also appreciated the fact that if it
weren’t for the dog, we would never
find this bird. After several minutes
of circling the same area Cooper
finally zeroed in on the wounded
pheasant and finished the retrieve.
After a long drive home and getting all of my gear unpacked, I filled
Cooper’s bowl up with a well-deserved meal. As he hobbled into the
Versatile Hunting Dog
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kitchen, feet bright pink and burning
from charging through thick briars,
eyes and nose glistening from the
freshly applied salve, it made me
stop and be thankful for the tenacity
and passion that these dogs bring to
the field day in and day out. Sure, we
keep the food bowls filled, pay the
vet bills, and maybe even buy memory foam dog beds, but these dogs put
it all on the line for us to be able to
partake in this upland sport we love
so much. They gift us priceless memories of grandchildren and grandpas,
NAVHDA test failures to Invitational qualifications.
A friend of mine said his uncle always used to tell him that the nice
thing about hunting is that, over the
years, the cost hasn’t changed one
bit. A big smile spread across his face
as he proclaimed, “It’s still cost every #$%$ penny that you have.” It
is the things listed above that make it
worth it to me, and I think that holds
true for the thousands of NAVHDA
members across the country.
February 2020
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VC SMOOTHBORE’S WILD BILL HICKOCK,
MALE VIZSLA, OWNED BY MATTHEW TEPP,
HANDLED BY SHERYLE TEPP AT THE 2019
INVITATIONAL. (DENISE HEATH © 2020)

F

Watching the drills and maneuvers during the Marine Corps basic
training exemplifies the same verbal
harshness seen by many of our most
successful coaches. There is no ‘candy-coating’ of words when strict attention is the focus. A sincere voice
is the universal language of kindness,
but with military conditioning the
stakes are too high to lose focus of
the expected end results. You cannot
change your destination overnight in

ootball, and many of our other sports, see some of the strongest bursts of emotion from coaches; accompanied by harsh,
gruff words from our little league games to that of the professionals. Never would we hear a coach use his softer.... sweet voice
to instill additional prowess in his players’ game. If we had, maybe
Woody Hayes and Bobby Knight would be remembered by sports fans
in a different professional light. However, their win/loss success would
most likely not be as profound. Their emotional outbreaks and tougher-than-life attitude was the common denominator for their success in
coaching; but when your only tool is a hammer, all problems begin to
look like nails—and this may have been both coaches’ downside.

8
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What’s In A
Dog Trainer’s
Voice?
By Bob Farris
Boise, Idaho

boot camp, but you can change the
direction overnight.
Today’s coaches (especially at the
youth levels) are finding praise often
has more value when attempting to
promote excellence as the final outcome. Making someone feel good
about themselves and their accomplishments is often key to raising this
bar of excellence and sports is an excellent example of how the balance
between a harsh voice and a soft
voice can be the difference in how
one plays the game. Not sure this
could apply the same in our military
drills, however; there is a lot more
at stake here in the win/loss column.
Some years back, I sold a pup
that ended up being trained by Clyde
Vetter at his Sharp Shooter Kennel
in Wisconsin for the dog’s NAVHDA Utility test. As is the case with so
many of the dogs that Clyde trains,
the male, Cedarwoods Essence of
Tukr (aka Rugr), earned a Utility
Prize I. Due to a new family situation with the dog’s owner, I bought
Rugr back from his original owner
and he now resides here in Idaho,
living the dream with various honVersatile Hunting Dog
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eymoons and a wide variety of hunting. I complimented Clyde on how
well the dog was trained by phone
one evening, as Rugr’s response to
field and retrieving commands was
so instant and crisp, and was always with a high tail and a joyous
prancing attitude. He is now my
best ‘go-to’ dog for a serious hunt.
A year or so later I received a phone
text from Clyde with a short video
attached. He had been cleaning out
his phone’s memory and had found a
video of Rugr during field steadiness
training and thought I might enjoy
it. From this video births the theme
of this article.
I have shared this video many
times with others training their dogs
toward Utility or the NAVHDA
Invitational with the intention of
demonstrating how important praise
is in our training drills. The tone and
softness of Clyde’s voice was so specific, telling Rugr he had performed
perfectly in this steadiness sequence
on the video. He praised Rugr for
nearly 60 seconds with a tone of
voice I had never witnessed to this
extent during training exercises.
9

RUGGED TRAVEL GEAR
TO PROTECT YOUR
PRECIOUS CARGO
Join Tyler Webster of Buds, Booze and Buds podcast and
Dakota 283 in helping our fellow NAVHDA member and
chapter president Craig Jones in his battle with cancer.
Order Dakota 283 products using the code B3CFJ and
Craig will receive 20% of the proceeds courtesy of both
Tyler and Dakota 283. Help us help Craig!
CEDARWOODS ESSENCE OF TUKR
(AKA RUGR), MALE PUDELPOINTER.

Most trainers merely walk off with their heads held high
and chest out following a perfect training performance,
with some acting as though it would be an embarrassment to praise their dog in a “snuggle fest” of words.
This now rang totally clear to me as the importance of
praise when done correctly, and to save the harsh words
for times of failure. Also, extending the length of that
praise is just as important as the praise itself.
I vividly remember watching Clyde handle a dog
at a NAVHDA Invitational, and at the walking at heel
sequence, his dog was nearly prancing at his side with
a high stick tail demonstrating how sincerely happy
he was. Most all other dogs that day (including mine)
sulked their way through the course, heeling perfectly
but with no purpose of pride being observed from the
dog. As I think back, it was this “happy voice” Clyde
has learned to use. He was most likely born with it as
part of his personality; many trainers just cannot muster up that required softness needed to finish a dog that
will demonstrate that sincere fondness for their work,
following the strict training our Utility and Invitational
tests demand.
I witnessed this same positive attitude in several
dogs back when I competed in AKC Retriever Field
Trials. Linda Harger has always had her Chesapeakes
working with a high tail and demonstrated the retrieving drive that made the entire gallery stretch a little
taller when watching her dogs perform. This was the
same when Val Walker came to the line with one of
her Goldens. I have witnessed Linda using that soft,
10
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loving praise, and also give one of her Chessies a total
ass-chewing when needed. Today, as I pay more attention to our NAVHDA women as trainers and handlers
applying that soft/sincere voice, I am reminded of Linda Harger and Val Walker and their success in AKC
trials. Also, having judged Marilyn Vetter, Cheryl Aguiar, Bridget Nielsen, and Sheryl Tepp during my past
judging career, I have seen the same female training
ability as these retriever women of my past. That soft,
caring voice when performance is correct, and a sharp,
harsh command when performance is not correct. It
seems to come more natural for women. Maybe this is
why most remember a female as their favorite teacher.
Maybe finding our feminine inner side isn’t such a bad
thing after all.
Dog training and coaching seem to have many similarities for finding success. My high school football
coach, Red Victor, is 93 years old now and I never go
back home to my roots without looking him up and
requesting a round of golf with him. When my Dad was
killed in a wood cutting accident, Red was the first person to check on me with concerns of how I was accepting the tragedy; he also was the coach that kicked me
off the basketball team my junior year for drinking beer
and breaking his team rules. Way back then there was
this soft and harsh approach to teaching and coaching;
it has certainly taken me a bundle of years to understand the benefits, however.
Good luck acquiring that sincere, soft praise and
“Keep your powder dry”...Bob
•
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A Walk in the Woods
with Gary
By Cornel Yarmoloy
Calgary, Alberta

H

ave you ever taken the time to ponder the activities you will be enjoying as you approach your
eighth decade? At that age, as a hunter, fisherman and public land recreationalist you have witnessed
many landscape changes, technological leaps, conservation wins and conservation losses. Many favorite dogs
and many friends have passed.

My friend Gary is approaching 80. Thoughts
of my own future swirled through my mind as I
watched Gary intently close in behind Quill, my
Pudelpointer, who stood locked in quivering excitement on a ruffed grouse. Gary moved slowly but
fluidly, his predatory instincts fully engaged – ancient, battle-scarred, single shot, hammer 20 gauge
at the ready.
When I woke on October the 7th I knew it was
going to be one of those special Alberta days. Crystal clear blue sky, a few degrees below freezing
and a couple of centimeters of fresh fluffy snow
carpeting the terrain. I conjured mental plans to
wait for the sun to subdue the chill and then venture to a new grouse covert I had discovered in
Kananaskis Country, a short 30-minute drive west
of our home.
Then I thought of Gary. At 76, Gary had lost his
beloved Springer Spaniel Molly. Gary’s life changed
dramatically with that loss – his awesome hunting
dog Molly had been part of his soul for well over a
decade. Now 78, Gary is no longer walking Molly
two or three times a day or probing secret duck
ponds or old grouse coverts like he once did.
A dog or friend, or both, are a great stimulus to
go afield. Gary and I have hunted together on and
off for decades. He has shared some of his cherished
hunting spots and knowledge with me and I have
shared coverts that I have found with him. I had
taken Gary out last year on a sharptailed grouse
12
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and pheasant hunt on a public grazing reserve. He
had been elated to get out and stretch his legs and
watch a versatile hunting dog doing what they are
born to do. I needed to make a call.
“Hey Gary, I know it is short notice but are you
up for a grouse hunt today? I am going to leave
between 12:30 and 1:00pm?”
“Well, Cornel, I will have to get back to you – call
you right back.”
A few minutes later the phone rang. Gary was in.
At 12:30 sharp a beaming Gary was at the door.
“Cornel, when you called I thought about all the
things around the house that needed doing. Then I
thought, how can I pass up a walk in the woods –
priorities sometimes get mixed up as you get older!”
Gary grew up hunting with his father in Ontario,
Canada. Cottontails, black ducks, pheasants and
ruffed grouse. They did not have a dog to pursue
cottontail rabbits, so Gary’s dad employed him in
the flushing activities. Gary’s job was to jump up
and down on brush-piles while his dad and cronies
ambushed flushing rabbits. For good measure, and
to ensure there was some hilarity, the old boys instructed Gary that as he jumped up and down on
the brush piles he needed to bark like a dog – and
bark loudly. Gary barked and jumped with gusto.
His Dad and friends laughed a lot. Sometimes they
would even bag a cottontail! Great memories to
share and to never forget.
Feeling the confines of the crowded east and with
Western opportunity beckoning, Gary headed to Calgary, Alberta in the 1970’s. Like many easterners that
come west, he fell in love with the foothills, mountains
and prairies, and the amazing public land hunting opportunities afforded by Alberta’s forest reserves, public
grazing reserves and irrigation districts.
Gary has pursued Alberta’s feathered game for many
•
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decades. Ducks, geese, pheasant, sharptailed grouse,
dusky grouse, gray partridge—he has discovered public
lands to fall in love with. His passion for the outdoors
and preserving our hunting heritage was demonstrated
by 25 years of involvement with a local Ducks Unlimited chapter.
The loss of his hunting dog Molly and passage of time
have taken a bit of wind out of Gary’s sails. But there is
still wind and sail aplenty, which was much evident as
he worked his way stealthily along game trails, listening intently for Quill’s bell to stop ringing when Quill
locked on point.
We often focus on bringing youth into the conservation hunting fraternity. We say the future is our youth,
and indeed it is. However, there is a need to not forget
our elders. They have experience and lessons to teach
us, traditions and traditional knowledge to pass on.
Stories to tell and stories to be listened to. They still
have a yearning to explore and to continue to contribFebruary 2020
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ute to conservation efforts. We have public lands to
hunt because of the conservation efforts and foresight
of many of our elders. We have amazing dogs to hunt
behind because of generations of talented breeders and
organizations such as NAVHDA working to improve
our canine hunting lines and training methods.
If you have the chance, take a good old gal or boy
out with you on your next excursion. You may have to
move a little slower and converse a little louder, but you
will be rewarded by the measured pace, the smile, the
genuine thank you and knowledge imparted. You may
reignite their conservation passion.
“Cornel this is exactly what I needed. A walk in the
woods. I have not felt this alive in a long time.”
“Well Gary, my pleasure.”
I trust my boys, grandchildren or a younger friend remember to include me in a walk in the woods for grouse
on some future crisp, clear Alberta day as I approach
my eighth, ninth or even tenth decade!
•
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IF NOT YOU, WHO?
By Howard K. Vincent

CHRIS INGRAM © 2020

A

re we approaching a crisis in the hunting and
conservation worlds? Let me outline the raw
numbers and you decide.
Hunting participation peaked in the United States in
the early 1980s when 17 million sportsmen and women
purchased 28.3 million licenses, according to U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) data. It was the perfect
storm, in a good way, of demographics: The first of the
Baby Boomers were still at prime hunting age and had
their children in the field, while the last of the Boomers
were joining in as teens.
By 1996, all-hunter numbers hovered at 14 million.
From there the bottom started dropping out. In 2006
there were 12.5 million hunters and in 2016, the last year
for which numbers were recently compiled, 11.5 million.
Upland hunters like you and me, contained in the
category “small game hunters” in the USFWS surveys,
should be even more alarmed. Our ranks have plummeted from 6.9 million of all hunters in 1996 to 4.8
million in 2006 to just 3.5 million in 2016.
Hunters are aging, too – further indication that the
downward trend will continue unless stemmed. In 1991,
14
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29 percent of hunters were 45 or older; now that number is 55 percent. In the same timeframe, hunters aged
16 to 44 shrunk from 71 percent to 45 percent.
Do I have your attention?
A short-sighted viewpoint would be, “Wow, fewer hunters means less competition on the public lands I largely rely
on to hunt.” A long-term perspective would be, “Wow,
fewer hunters means we are losing the heart, soul, voice,
and funding source for conservation in this country.”
What happened? Hunters are aging out and not replacing themselves. And an increasingly urbanized society is removing people from rural areas and the land,
both traditional keys to the hunting lifestyle.
Pheasants Forever, its chapters and members are working hard to grow hunting participation. We employ a team
of education, outreach and hunting heritage professionals
nationally to coordinate R3 (Recruit, Retain, Reactivate)
activities. We partner on funding hunter recruitment positions in seven states across the pheasant range. PF chapters hold countless youth hunts and events to introduce
young people to the outdoors, as well as Learn-to-Hunt
weekends and activities for adults; thank you.
•
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That’s why it’s hard for me to ask, but we all
need to do more. Will you take someone hunting,
take them under your wing, teach them about
your love for the uplands and wildlife and bird
dogs and the outdoor lifestyle?
Rather than just a one-and-done introduction,
become their outdoor mentor and build in them
both the passion and experience they need to become their own hunter.
Where will you find your mentee? Chances are
he or she is right there in from of you – a friend,
friend of a friend, relative, co-worker, business acquaintance … anyone you know or meet whose
eye twinkles with interest at your tales of outdoor
adventure, hunting, the uplands and your dog.
Kids are important, of course. But especially be
on the lookout for young adults, those 20-somethings and beyond who are yearning for an outdoor experience and actually have the money,
time and transportation to become their own
hunter soon. Look for people who don’t look like
you. And don’t forget about former hunters who
you can bring back into the fold. All are welcome
and needed.
Please accept this mentor challenge to replace
yourself at least once (and yes, perhaps even once
again) for that time when you leave the ranks of
hunters. The future of hunting – and of upland
conservation – depends on it.
If not you, who?

February 2020
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HOWARD K. VINCENT,
PRESIDENT AND CEO
PHEASANTS FOREVER, INC.
AND QUAIL FOREVER

Becoming the first Director of Finance for Pheasants Forever in 1987, Howard has been involved
with Pheasants Forever as a volunteer and/or
employee since shortly after the organization’s
inception. Over the years he has also served as
Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer.
Pheasants Forever’s National Board of Directors
appointed him CEO and successor to Jeffrey Finden, the organization’s first CEO, in January 2000.
A native of Duluth, Minnesota, and a graduate of
the University of Minnesota - Duluth, Howard and
his wife Wendy live in White Bear Lake, Minnesota,
where he enjoys chasing the wily ringneck with
his two sons, Marco and Ian.

We are grateful to our conservation partner Pheasants
Forever for granting permission to reprint this article,
which first appeared in Pheasants Forever Journal,
Winter 2020.
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From One
Tiny Spark
Article & Photos
By Chris Ingram

Middlebury, Vermont

M

y introduction to hunting and the outdoors
started in a typical fashion; like so many others I followed in my father’s footsteps in the
deer woods of southwestern Wisconsin. As an eager and
imaginative child, I developed a profound fondness for
the stories he brought home from deer camp. From the
triumphant victories to the embarrassing mishaps to the
recycled tales shared between friends over the years together; I knew there was something special about their
time deer hunting. My wonder and curiosity turned into
reality the year I was old enough to venture off into the
woods with my dad for my first hunting experience.
Many years would pass between that initial outing
and the moment when I stepped back into the hunting
realm as an adult onset sportsman in my late twenties
after moving to New England. But the spark that was
ignited as a child was never extinguished, it flickered
for decades, just waiting to be fueled, and it was that
first introduction for me, and for many, that can forever
alter the path of a young person’s life—initiating a lifetime dedication and connection to the outdoors and our
hunting lineage.
Commencing my career in the shooting sports as an
inexperienced adult, what I lacked in success I made
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up for in drive and desire. I developed a strong urge
to share my passion for the outdoors and inspire and
motivate others to get involved. Amidst a changing,
and sometimes volatile, political climate that renounces
guns and hunting and discovering the shift in mentality
with a decline in numbers of hunters going afield, I had
to take a stand. I started volunteering with our state
wildlife agency, local conservation groups, and youth
programs to create and organize community events focused on creating opportunities for our youth to discover the marvels of hunting and shooting sports. After
putting myself out there into new circles and connecting
with other supportive individuals and organizations, I
met Scott Rouleau from New England Upland and the
Merrimack Valley NAVHDA chapter and made plans to
attend their upcoming summer youth event.
You might think it would be difficult to fill a roster
of interested youngsters, boys and girls ranging in ages
from 12-16, willing to give up a summer day to attend
a full day of workshops and demonstrations, but we
had fourteen individuals lined up, eager and ready to
learn. Many of these attendees had no previous exposure to firearms or bird hunting. After a short lesson
in the safe handling of an air-pistol and proper use of
personal protective equipment, things kicked off with a
bang as youth participants shot at balloons taped to a
target, each balloon containing a mentor and their dog’s
name inside. Once all attendees were introduced to their
mentor and canine companion, Scott led an instructionFebruary 2020
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al talk on firearm safety and proper gun handling methods. With confidence and curiosity brewing in our crew,
we split into two groups; one headed to the trap range,
the other to begin dog handling activities.
I followed the first group down to the trap range,
where our youngsters took turns on stand and tried
their hand at shooting clay targets. Mentors carefully
coached individuals, improving their form and techniques, and, within minutes, these crack-shots were
breaking clays like expert marksmen. Over in the training yard, handlers surrendered their leashes to their
eager counterparts who began tossing bumpers, learning voice commands and hand signals, and leading the
dogs onto the training table and onto place boards. The
cheerful smirks and snickers displayed by these quick
studies confirmed their acknowledgment for the joy and
delight that is found in working with a bird dog.
After lunch, our two groups carried off to their afternoon events—one to the pond for water work and one
to the field for a guided bird hunt. With the first group
down at the pond, we observed the true essence of the
versatile hunting dog as they displayed impressive water
entries retrieving launched ducks. The young handlers
ordered their first marks and used hand signals to direct
the dogs to their birds and deliver them back to hand.
Later I joined several guided gunners on their first ever
live, planted bird hunts. Emotions were riding high as
they assembled the day’s lessons into a practical application. Volunteers placed chukars into hiding cover while
•
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mentors set out with their mentee and trusted pointing
dog. The dogs worked the cover under command as we
learned about setting the dog up for success nosing into
the wind. As the dogs went on point, the hunters were
placed into safe shooting stances and given instructions
on how to safely navigate from the flush to the shot. As
the mentor stepped in to flush the bird, as in any live
hunting scenario, some birds offered the perfect flight
for our youngsters to shoot, yet other birds flew low and
over the dog or up and over another group of hunters,
rendering a safe shot impossible. In these instances, our
young gunners displayed an extraordinary use of discretion, refraining from pulling the trigger and consciously
choosing not to take a shot. It was in this staged exercise
that the most character building was witnessed amongst
these new hunters. There are prudent life lessons experienced here that these youngsters will not soon forget. It
is in these sessions where invaluable skills and traits are
instilled in a young person, essential qualities that will
foster their positive outcomes as adults later in life. Discipline, control, adaptation, respect and perseverance are
just a few of the notable accolades imprinted on that day.
This effective youth event offers a safe and controlled
environment which cannot always be demonstrated in a
regular hunting situation. It also lends itself as the perfect
venue to thoroughly convey the various aspects of what
compels us to bird hunting and our hunting dogs. After
reflecting on the day and gathering testimony from our
adolescent troop, it is apparent that our goal to expose
18

Versatile Hunting Dog

them to a new outdoor experience was a total success.
Individuals who had never been around firearms or bird
hunting shared their appreciation for trying something
new, overcoming challenges and being proud of their accomplishments. Some of our teens expressed direct plans
to pursue upland hunting and bird dogs in their immediate future. Still others who hadn’t bagged a bird or broken a target, which some might consider unsuccessful,
had expressed pride and gratitude for their attempts,
knowing that sometimes things in life don’t end up the
way we want them to. It’s these introductory encounters
to hunting that can initiate an enduring enthusiasm and
lifelong pursuit of the hunting lifestyle. And once an individual develops a passion for our cherished sporting
traditions, the game birds we pursue and the habitat they
require, they will fight fervently to preserve that legacy
and become ambassadors for our cause.
I will always attribute my deep affinity and reverence
for the outdoors to that first hunting experience with
my father. It was a simple and selfless act to include me
in his narrative and I am grateful to carry on that piece
of him and the memories of our time spent together. As
I work diligently to create and nurture my own upland
legacy, I know the future of bird hunting and hunting
dogs lies on the shoulders of ourselves now and the next
generation, and it’s all I can do to inspire and influence
others to develop that same conviction and sense of responsibility that I feel. Without these opportunities to
entry, our traditions have nowhere to go and the voiceless birds and habitat have no one to protect them. It does
not require great effort and elaborate planning; often, it
is the simple act of including our young family members along on our outdoor excursions, making them feel
welcomed, valued and appreciated. It’s also important
to impress upon them there is more to our sport than
killing birds. Maybe it’s the birds and habitat, maybe
it’s the guns and marksmanship, maybe it’s the dog handling or perhaps another component; there is a piece of
it for everyone and it takes all of us in a united front to
continue this movement. You never know what significant impact can arise from a little time spent together in the woods. It could be that first flush of feathers,
the first time witnessing a dog slam into point, the first
time hearing a spring grouse drumming or observing the
mesmerizing sky dance of a courting woodcock. It can
all boil down to one pivotal moment, one single instant
for that young person, that transforms them and sets
them on a lifelong course as an ardent bird hunter, dog
owner and committed conservationist. So, I encourage
everyone to consider taking a kid hunting this season,
openly share your most cherished hunting stories with
your children, invite your family along on your next
training session and welcome those in your community
to join your local club or group at your next outing.
Our future depends on it.
•
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Meet the New
Director of Judge Development

G

reetings NAVHDA members. My name
is Mark Whalen and I have recentJUDGING & TESTING COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
ly been named as the new Director of
Mark
Whalen (MD) Director of Judge Development
Judge Development. I am taking over this role
Dan
Wittman
(AZ) Director of Testing
from Chip Bonde who has served as Director
Phil
Swain
(OR)
Apprentice Judge Program Manager
of Judge Development for the past six years. I
Brian
Thoman
(CO)
Acting Senior Judge Program Manager
would first like to recognize Chip and what he
Ruth
Weiss
(CA)
Apprentice Judge Mentor (A-E)
has done for this organization, and for me perTom
Swezey
(CO)
Apprentice Judge Mentor (F-L)
sonally, over nearly the last four decades.
Peter
Wade
(ME)
Apprentice Judge Mentor (M-R)
I became a member of the Potomac Chapter in
Mike
Melotik
(WI)
Apprentice Judge Mentor (S-Z)
1986 and Chip was one of the first people I met.
Roy
Ames
(WI)
Member at Large
He has been a very close personal friend of mine
Steve
Kosmicki
(IL)
Member at Large
ever since, what I have learned from him about
dogs and judging could fill volumes. To say that
he has given his time to this organization unselfishly would be the understatement of the decade. He has
My goals for this year are going to be relatively simple
served on the EC for over twelve years and has been a
and straightforward. In my opinion, we must reevaluate
very active Senior Judge since 1992. Chip’s dedication and
the format of the Judges Workshop to assure the time is
service to this organization will continue going forward as
valuable and meaningful for our Judges and Apprentice
a member of the Invitational Committee.
Judges to achieve clarity, resolution and closure. With
I have been very fortunate to meet and become friends
that said, our membership will be informed when there
with many people in NAVHDA over the past 33 years.
are rule changes or we have clarified interpretations of
Many of you don’t know me, so I’ll take this opportuour standards. Currently the Director of Judge Developnity to introduce myself and brief everyone on how I
ment sends a monthly email blast to all Judges reviewsee my role as Director of Judge Development moving
ing what has been discussed with the Judging & Testing
forward. I became a NAVHDA Judge in 2003 and a
Committee from feedback received from handlers and
Senior Judge in 2008, I have been an Invitational Judge
Judges alike. This monthly email will continue, and it
since 2009 and a Clinic Leader in 2011. In addition,
will also be published in the VHD so everyone is on
I have been very involved with the Apprentice Judge
the same page. In addition, we will explore the use of
Program for the last seven years, serving as an
technology to continually educate
Apprentice Mentor for two years and the Apour Judges and Apprentice Judges.
prentice Judge Program Manager for the last
Lastly, there will be a formal profive years. I live in Poolesville, Maryland with
cess for those Judges who fall bemy wife, two daughters and two shorthairs. I
low performance standards.
have worked for a very large contract services
In closing, to all of our dedicated
company for 20 years. I currently oversee the
Judges I say thank you! Your comperformance of 17 managers and well over 200
mitment to our organization and
hourly associates. Most importantly, I love to
the time you give is monumental.
train, test, judge and hunt.
I am very fortunate to be working with an
Best Regards,
outstanding Judging & Testing Committee
Mark Whalen
made up of very experienced Judges. I will be
mwhalen222@verizon.net
relying heavily on them for input and guidance.
240-888-5826 (Cell)

Living Up To The efforT, Time and TrUsT!

“Jager “

The Best in Electronic Dog Training Equipment, Sales,
Trades, Repairs, Parts and Great Customer Service!

800-430-2010 www.collarclinic.com
1517 Northern Star Dr. Traverse City MI 49696
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Versatile Chef

NAVHDA is pleased to team with renowned chef,
outdoorsman, and cookbook author Hank Shaw,
whose beautiful and tremendously popular website
Hunter, Angler, Gardener, Cook (huntgathercook.com)
has helped invigorate the recent surge of interest in
preparing game. We will be featuring one of Hank's
recipes each month, so put on your aprons, sharpen
those knives, and set the table!

HOLLY A. HEYSER

by Hank Shaw

Paprikash
INGREDIENTS

M

aking Hungarian food is an adventure
fraught with danger; the Magyars
take their food very, very seriously,
and they will let you know if you screw it up.
Problem is, most of these dishes—goulash is
the classic case—have as many variations as
it has cooks. Paprikash is another example.
Hopefully, this version will pass muster with
the Hungarians among us. At the very least, it
tastes great and is easy to make.
Paprikash is often served over nokedli, Hungary’s version of German spätzle. You can, of
course, use store-bought spätzle, but these are
easy to make.

2 whole pheasants, cut into serving pieces
3 tablespoons bacon fat, lard, or butter
Salt
2 very large yellow onions, sliced root to tip
¼ cup paprika, Hungarian if possible
2 bay leaves
2 jarred roasted red peppers, chopped
Stock to cover, up to 3 cups (pheasant, grouse, or
chicken stock - see below)
½ cup sour cream, at room temperature
1 tablespoon flour
¼ cup chopped parsley

DUMPLINGS

3 eggs, lightly beaten
A healthy pinch of salt
1 1/2 cups warm water
3 cups flour

Serves 4 to 6

22

Versatile Hunting Dog

HOLLY A. HEYSER

•

www.navhda.org

February 2020

Heat the bacon fat over medium-high heat in a large
Dutch oven or other heavy, lidded pot. Brown the
pheasant pieces well, taking your time. Chances are
you’ll need to do this in batches.
When the pheasant has been nicely browned, remove
the meat. Add the onions to the pot and cook over medium heat until they brown at the edges, about 8 to 10
minutes. You might need to add another tablespoon of
fat. Salt them as they cook.
Mix in the paprika, bay leaves, and roasted red peppers, followed by about 1 cup of stock. Return the
pheasant to the pot. You want the liquid to come up to
the sides of the pheasant, but not submerge it. You’ll
likely need another cup or two of stock. Cover the
pot and cook on low heat until the pheasant is tender,
about 90 minutes to 2 hours.
While the paprikash is cooking, make the dumplings
by mixing all the ingredients together. You want it the
consistency of pancake batter—not a dough—so add
February 2020
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enough water to get there. Bring to a boil a large pot
of water, and salt it well. Put the batter into a spätzle
hopper (easily available on Amazon.com), a colander
with wide holes, or a perforated pan and set this over
the hot water. Let the batter drip through the holes,
making little dumplings (if you’re using a colander or
a perforated pan, a rubber spatula will help move the
batter through the holes).
Let the dumplings boil on the surface for a minute or
two, then scoop them out with a slotted spoon and put
them on a baking sheet. Coat with some butter so they
don’t stick, and set aside.
When the pheasant is tender, whisk the sour cream
and the flour in a bowl, and then add a little of the
cooking liquid to this. Stir well and repeat several
times, then pour the contents of the bowl into the pot
and stir. Turn off the heat and add the chopped parsley.
Serve the paprikash over the nokedli.
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NAVHDA
TRAINING SEMINAR
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

NEW FEATURE:
LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR!

The results of last year’s member survey, as well as extended discussions at the 2019 Annual Meeting, revealed
that many of our members are interested in NAVHDA-sponsored programs to help them train their dogs. With
this in mind, one of the goals of NAVHDA’s recently-developed strategic plan was to improve training opportunities for members at the chapter level. In response to this need, we are pleased to announce a new program
designed to assist chapters in enhancing training opportunities for their members. The “Training Seminar Assistance Program” will provide up to $500 in matching funds to support training seminars of your own design!

WHAT IS IT?

The NAVHDA Training Seminar Assistance Program was developed
to partially fund training seminars that would have a lasting impact
on local chapter training programs. Although most funded seminars
will likely involve hosting an established trainer from out of the local
region, proposals centered on other types of seminars are also encouraged. Regardless of the format of the seminar, the intent is to help
chapters get the information they need to better train their dogs for
testing in the NAVHDA system and, ultimately, hunting.

WHO WILL REVIEW THE SUBMITTED PROPOSALS?
Proposals will be reviewed by a committee composed of both EC and
non-EC members.

HOW DOES MY CHAPTER APPLY?

You can find the application form on the NAVHDA website in the
Membership & Chapters section:
www.navhda.org/training-seminar-assistance-program

WHO SHOULD APPLY?

Only proposals from chapters clearly needing training assistance will
be considered. We most strongly encourage proposals from newer
chapters whose membership has limited training experience and
that don’t have the financial means to fully support outside seminar
speakers. Proposals from established chapters with a clearly defined
gap in their training expertise will also be considered. Proposals from
long-established chapters with an experienced membership and
broad knowledge base will be our lowest priority.

WHEN SHOULD WE APPLY?

Proposals will be accepted at any time, but they must be submitted
at least four months prior to the event to permit sufficient time for
proposal review and for planning and execution by the chapter.

WHAT ARE THE DETAILS REGARDING FUNDING?

NAVHDA will provide a maximum of $500 in matching funds for each
supported proposal. In other words, if the TOTAL cost of the seminar is
$700, NAVHDA will provide the chapter with $350, matching the chapter’s contribution of $350. If the TOTAL cost of the seminar is $1500,
NAVHDA will provide $500. Allowable expenses include, but are not
limited to, travel, lodging, and food for the seminar speaker(s), cost of
birds and shells, and lunch expenses for the seminar. Funds will not
be awarded for the purchase of permanent equipment. If approved,
NAVHDA will provide half of the funds prior to the funded seminar and
half after receiving a brief written description of the completed seminar. Although we expect that chapters may make some money from
the sponsored seminar, it is not the intent of this program to provide
seed money for a chapter fund-raiser.

Do you have an opinion on something you’ve
read in the VHD? Something you like? Something
you don’t? Do you have a hunting/dog related
commentary you think is relevant? Let us know
and we might publish your comments in our new
Letters to the Editor feature! Only three rules:
Keep it under 400 words, sign your name (no
“anonymous” letters will be published), and keep
it nice. Please send these to vhd@navhda.org
with Letters in the subject line. We look forward
to hearing from you!

Hosted by NAVHDA Sr. Judge
and life member Ron Boehme
Pointing dogs • Hounds • Flushers • Tracking Dogs
Authors • Trainers • Conservationists
Over 180 past episodes to choose from.

Past guests include...

Rick, Ronnie and Delmar Smith
Ben O’williams • Blaine Carter
Alan Harmeyer • Ed Bailey • Steven Rinella

I just read the story in the January 2020 Versatile Hunting
Dog titled “Rookies, Roosters, and Mascara?” by Christy Langston. It was very enjoyable and I applaud those
women. I have never known that number of women that
would be willing to take such a trip but back in the day
I used to go pheasant hunting with a girl friend or two
in northeastern Wisconsin and we had some wonderful
times. I believe we often went to a public area named
Prince’s Point, possibly in Washington County. We also
went to Ottawa in Waukesha County to what is called the
Eagle Field Trial Grounds in the Southern Kettle Moraine
and to Bong in Racine County. It is very exciting to have a
rooster Pheasant flush within a few feet of you, and even
more exhilarating for a full grown Turkey to do the same.
Unfortunately it wasn’t Turkey season but it sure got the
dog going! I still tell some of the stories from those days.
That would have been around 1993 and on into 2000. It
is good to hear that a new generation of ladies are out
there showing the world that “Women Hunt Too!”
With my husband, we still raise and train German Shorthaired Pointers and have been National NAVHDA
members for more years than I can remember, but we live
in Tennessee now and belong to the MidSouth Chapter
as well. I hope you will pass this along to Christy and her
friends. “You go girls!” If you take another trip like that I
would love to read about it as well.

The Hunting Dog
Podcast

Listen anytime from any device.
Find us on iTunes, Stitcher, and Podbean.

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR

The Original
German Shorthair
Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful versatile
hunting partner, developed through a performance based testing system
and breeding program that enhance the overall conformation set forth
by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more
about a perfect blend of trainability, versatility
and desire in your next hunting dog.

Cindi Chilbert
Smyrna, Tennessee

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.
Like us and follow us on Facebook at North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.
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CLASSIFIEDS

THE FORUM

German Wirehaired Pointer Puppies whelped on 1/3/2020. Prize I
on both sides of this breeding. Also on occasion have started dogs
- all are forced trained to retrieve. funkskennels.com, 320-732-2714.
German Wirehaired Pointer Puppies. We have two litters. You can
see the puppies at www.creightonhighdesertfarms.com or call Gerri
at 541-413-0959.

Don’t forget that May is
our special Puppy Issue!
Submit your puppy
photos and articles to us
at vhd@navhda.org
by April 1st.
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And some other important stuff
you really should think about reading...
To all breeders: when submitting a litter registration please
make sure to sign your application. Owners of both the sire and
dam need to sign the application before you submit the registration application.
To all members: please keep your contact and mailing information up to date. Email the international office at navoffice@
navhda.org with any changes.
The International office is having problems reading many of the
application requests for both registry and membership. Please
type the application or write clearly, as this is very time consuming. Also, when attaching documents to the International office email for registrations, please attach a pdf file. Look at what
you are attaching before sending, because the office is having
problems getting blank applications, and the attachments are
not readable. The files need to be 8x11, and not dark.

Kennel Name Applications
KENNEL NAME

SEVEN FIELDS
TREIBEN
SOUTHERN CYPRESS
CROW RIVER
WIRY WIRES
RIVER BEND

BREED OWNERS
GR
PP
GR
GW
GW
PP

JERRI A STANLEY
MICHAEL & RONNA AUTREY
WES S. RODGERS
DAN T. FOLEY
TABOR W. ELLIOTT
FRANK L. SCHMIDT

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training
tips and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum.
Please send them to vhd@navhda.org.

These applications for registration of kennel names have been received by
the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written and submitted to
Lisa Pehur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520, Arlington Hts, IL 60006,
on or before March 1, 2020. To obtain registration forms, write the Registrar at the above address or go to www.navhda.org.
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Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through
the NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in
the Pre-Pay VHD Ads section. All classified ads
are limited to 35 words and price is $35.00 for all
categories. Submission deadline for classifieds is
the first of the month before the month of issue. For
example: deadline for April issue is March 1st.

Got something to sell? Why not advertise with us! We have
VHD classifieds and regular ad sizes available through the NAVHDA store. For more information, go to our website (www.navhda.
org) under Advertise with Us for full details.
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2020 NAVHDA Testing Calendar
Date

Chapter/Location		

Test Type

Contact

Feb 15-16
Feb 22-23
Mar 7-8
Mar 7-8
Mar 13-15
Mar 14-15
Mar 14-15
Mar 21-22
Mar 28-29
Apr 18-19
Apr 18-19
Apr 24-26
May 1-3
May 2-3
May 16
May 16-17
May 16-17
May 17
May 23-24
May 23-24
May 29-31
May 29-31
May 30-31
May 30-31
Jun 5-7
Jun 6-7
Jun 6-7
Jun 6-7
Jun 6-7
Jun 6-7
Jun 13-14
Jun 20-21
Jun 27-28
Jun 27
Jun 27-28
Aug 7-9
Aug 14-16
Aug 14-16
Aug 14-16
Aug 15-16
Aug 21-23
Aug 21-23
Aug 22-23
Aug 22-23
Sep 4-6
Sep 5-6
Sep 11-13
Sep 11-13
Sep 12-13
Sep 12-13

Texas
Mid South
Lone Star
Florida Palmetto
Chattahoochee
San Diego
Tarheel
Carolinas
Rappahannock
Missouri Uplands
Grand Canyon Of Arizona
Wasatch Mountain
Northern California
Zia
Illowa
Wisconsin River
Minnesota
Illowa
Delmarva
Merrimack Valley
Treasure Valley
Minnesota
Ontario Grand River
Hudson Valley
Eagle Rock
Toronto Ontario
Shenango
Central Oregon
Sebasticook
Central Oregon
Hoosier Hills
Red River Valley
Black Hills Chapter
Ottawa Valley
Central Dakota
Alaska Yukon
Minnesota
Eastern Quebec
Prairie Vista Navhda
Ottawa Valley
Hudson Valley
Treasure Valley
Wild Rose
Red River Valley
Minnesota
Ontario Grand River
Merrimack Valley
Sebasticook
Shenango
Central Oregon

NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA
NA/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UT
NA/UPT/UT
UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UT

Gregory Kadesch
817/271 7878
Margaret Anne Thompson 706/864 4988
Megan Murphy
281/989 5933
Missy Bettis
407/493 3485
Adam Mayo
256/590 2706
Chelsea Coddington 917/748 4209
Kyley Googins-Caldwell 910/514 6059
Kim Lewis
850/602 2515
Alyssa Pease
703/765 5715
Billy Wundrack
573/864 7037
Ted Hamilton
928/713 6941
Brenen Dye
801/372 9093
Erin Gregoire
707/338 3828
Linda Sanders
505/264 3050
Michelle Wilbers
563/672 3291
Anne Zeches
608/334 5022
Jacob Tillman
612/978 3898
Michelle Wilbers
563/672 3291
Edward Mcwilliams
703/395 4936
Joanna Korte
603/664 5394
Penny Masar
208/739 2138
Kathleen Aplikowski 612/597 3189
Jan Wolff
519/759 1674
Ann Bagnell
610/304 6047
Sean Allen
208/403 9937
James Harwood
905/767 8376
Bryan Labuda
412/480 1932
Jeremy Davis
541/350 5189
Marie Wade
207/778 4868
Jeremy Davis
541/728 4376
Amy Musia
812/459 8833
Steven Buck
701/729 6483
Lisa Uhrich
307/262 4089
Anne Kernan
315/783 8423
Alison Schaper
701/870 1961
Dori Hollingsworth
907/491 0393
Tammy Lynn Hill
218/263 3424
François Laplante
418/884 4227
Susan Ravenhill
587/834 5053
Anne Kernan
315/783 8423
Ann Bagnell
610/304 6047
Penny Masar
208/739 2138
Vito Caramia
780/478 1174
Steven Buck
701/729 6483
Bryce Adams
651/387 8556
Jan Wolff
519/759 1674
Joanna Korte
603/664 5394
Marie Wade
207/778 4868
Bryan Labuda
412/480 1932
Jeremy Davis
541/728 4376

TX
GA
TX
FL
GA
CA
NC
NC
VA
MO
AZ
UT
CA
NM
IA
WI
MN
IA
DE
NH
ID
MN
ON
NY
ID
ON
PA
OR
ME
OR
IN
ND
WY
NY
ND
AK
MN
QC
AB
NY
NY
ID
AB
ND
MN
ON
NH
ME
PA
OR

Telephone

E-mail
greg.kadesch@texasnavhda.org
maggiet65@gmail.com
megan-murphy@att.net
missyb5567@yahoo.com
adammayo84@gmail.com
chelscodd6@gmail.com
kyley.googins@gmail.com
klewis700@ymail.com
spinonecos@yahoo.com
wundracks2016@gmail.com
pudelpointerguy@msn.com
brenendye@gmail.com
erindowdy@gmail.com
lsanders2316@gmail.com
brushdale.kennel@gmail.com
atzforever@yahoo.com
jacobtillman80@gmail.com
brushdale.kennel@gmail.com
smartbizns@aol.com
joannakorte@gmail.com
pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
kathleen@peteandkathleen.com
vizslat@rogers.com
annbagnell@gmail.com
brokenbowkennels@gmail.com
torontotestsecretary@gmail.com
gyno497@yahoo.com
jeremdavis@gmail.com
uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
jeremdavis@gmail.com
musiafineart@gmail.com
bucksmbuck@gmail.com
lisa@wyowires.com
anne.kernan@yahoo.com
ali_schaper@hotmail.com
dori@gci.net
thhill@mchsi.com
francois.laplante@videotron.ca
pudelpointerchick@gmail.com
anne.kernan@yahoo.com
annbagnell@gmail.com
pmasar@onlyspinoni.com
cvito@telus.net
bucksmbuck@gmail.com
bryceadams059@gmail.com
vizslat@rogers.com
joannakorte@gmail.com
uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
gyno497@yahoo.com
jeremdavis@gmail.com

Date

Chapter/Location		

Test Type

Contact

Telephone

Sep 12-13
Sep 12-13
Sep 19-20
Sep 19-20
Sep 26-27
Sep 26-27
Oct 3-4
Nov 14-15

Minnesota
Hoosier Hills
Toronto Ontario
Rock Tavern
Delmarva
Zia
Missouri Uplands
Rappahannock

NA
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT
NA/UPT/UT

Hunter Kamm
Amy Musia
James Harwood
Christopher Orcutt
Edward Mcwilliams
Linda Sanders
Billy Wundrack
Alyssa Pease

612/877 0005
812/459 8833
905/767 8376
860/342 5724
703/395 4936
505/264 3050
573/864 7037
703/765 5715

MN
IN
ON
NY
DE
NM
MO
VA

E-mail
hunterkamm@gmail.com
musiafineart@gmail.com
torontotestsecretary@gmail.com
corcutt01@comcast.net
smartbizns@aol.com
lsanders2316@gmail.com
wundracks2016@gmai.com
spinonecos@yahoo.com

2020 NAVHDA Handler’s Clinic Calendar
Date

Location/Chapter			

Contact

Telephone

Feb 29–Mar 1
Feb 29–Mar 1
April 25-26
May 2-3
June 13-14
June 13-14
June 27-28

Yuba City, CA/Northern California		
Tremonton,UT/Wasatach Mountain		
Missoula, MT/Big Sky			
Hugo, MN/Minnesota			
Mandan, ND/Central Dakota		
Red Deer, AB Canada/Wild Rose		
Mazomanie, WI/Wisconsin River		

Erin Gregoire
Brenen Dye
Jason Rice
Pete Aplikowski
Jason Babinchak
Vito Caramia
Anne Zeches

707/338 3828
801/372 9093
406/240 4265
651/485 0055
701/833 2098
780/478 1174
608/334 5022

E-mail
erindowdy@gmail.com
brenendye@gmail.com
landworks.jrice@yahoo.com
pete@soldbypete.com
ffbabs@hotmail.com
cvito@telus.net
testsecretary@wrcnavhda.com

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA website at www.navhda.org.

Help Us Protect the Healthy
Habitat and Wild Places You and
Your Bird Dog Love to Roam.

THE RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY –
PRESERVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS:

HEALTHY FORESTS
ABUNDANT WILDLIFE
SPORTING TRADITIONS

Become a Pheasants Forever Member Today and
Claim Your FREE PF Leash & Collapsible Dog
Bowl, Your Best Friend Will Thank You!

Join Today!
RuffedGrouseSociety.Org
1-888-564-6747

www.pheasantsforever.org/NAVHDA

Photo by Nancy Anisﬁeld
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Seek, Point, & Retrieve
call

844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

As a member of NAVHDA, you want
your versatile dog to do it all. For
20 years, The Pointing Dog Journal
has been helping hunting dog
owners do just that.

Written by experts for experts
and those who want to be.
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com
to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of
The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.
Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special
$5 savings off our regular subscription
price – so you can get yours for only $21.95
for six issues!
• 6 great issues a year
• Special e-mail articles of our
Traveling Wingshooter gamebird forecasts
• Access to our exclusive online content
that includes a bulletin board, articles,
and video shooting tips.

