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President’s Message 
By Dave Trahan 
Deerfield, New Hampshire 

Looking 
Forward

HUNT FOR BIRDS, NOT BUTTONS.

PRO 550 PLUS 

©2018 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries.
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                         and tracking that shows which direction your dog is heading.
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                Build a dog worth hunting over with training levels you can adjust
                         and tracking that shows which direction your dog is heading.
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NANCY ANISFIELD © 2019

ELECTION RESULTS
PRESIDENT David A. Trahan 814 ELECTED
 Ric Kildow 699
VICE PRESIDENT Bob Hauser 839 ELECTED
 Mark Fraley 658
SECRETARY Angie Coenen 1417
TREASURER Richard Holt 1421

BYLAW AMENDMENT In Favor 1279
 Oppose 190

Ballots received and counted 1525
Ballots invalid due to late post marks 19

As we start a New Year, we look forward to a 
new exciting year for NAVHDA. First, I’d like 
to thank the members who took the time to vote 

and those of you who supported me. Also I would like 
to thank Ric Kildow and Mark Fraley for coming forth 
to put their names on the ballot. The bylaws were vot-
ed on and accepted. We are hoping more members will 
participate in future elections now that we can use elec-
tronic voting—with the change it will be easier for peo-
ple to vote online to get things passed. I look forward 
to working with our board on the new adventure for 
the upcoming years. 

As you read in this month’s magazine, you will see 
the reports from our officers. This past year we have 
made several changes. Here are some of the changes 
that have happened: we have a new look for our web-
site, we are in the process of moving computer infor-
mation to the cloud, we’ve set up training assistance 
for chapters, and this year we had the largest atten-
dance at the Invitational for participants. Our financial 
status for the last six years has been in the black. One 
big task will be looking and seeing if we can financially 
afford and plan for an executive director in the coming 
year. This position is important to us in the long run, as 
this is part of our strategic plan. 

These are just a few items that are covered in the 
board members’ reports. We need to not only grow, but 
maintain our current members to achieve these goals. 
I look forward to hearing from you and our chapters 
about our vision.

Hope to see you all this year in Portland, Maine for 
the Annual Meeting.
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Women’s Wisdom

I turned 30 this year and wanted to do something 
fun—like an all-girls trip. And, while I love the idea 
of a beach with a drink in hand under a palm tree, 

I really had my heart set on taking my newest hobby, 
birddogs, on the road to South Dakota—and I knew 
exactly who to invite! 

It’s a very millennial way of meeting each other, but 
Chelsea Falcon, Rebekah Barnes and I met over seven 
years ago on Instagram. The three of us grew up hunt-
ing. Chelsea chased ducks and deer down in South Lou-
isiana, Rebekah whitetail and turkey in Central Florida, 
and myself deer and turkey in Central and Southwest 
Missouri. Five years ago we actually met in person for 
the first time ever to do a Girls’ Turkey Camp, which 
consisted of us staying and hunting on my family’s farm 
in Central Missouri. We hunted turkey in the mornings 

and took my boat out for some fishing on the Osage in 
the afternoons. I knew these two would definitely be 
down for some adventuring. 

Two other girls also came with us—Jeanell Stockton 
and Kelci Parker. Jeanell and her husband have also 
been getting into birddogs, and Jeanell approached 
me about teaching her to shoot. We really bonded 
over that, and she also was my road warrior, cheer-
leader, and dog box manager when I attended my very 
first NAVHDA event. Her organization skills are the 
best! When I asked her to go with me on this trip, I 
was amazed at the amount of dedication she put into 
reading, preparing, and practicing shooting. This was 
Jeanell’s first wild hunt on any game animal! She had 
been on preserves with her husband, but never harvest-
ed any wild animal—this, to me, was exciting. To be 

able to share these memories is 
something I’ll never forget. 

Kelci was our fifth (wo)man, 
and this was my first time meet-
ing her. She is Rebekah’s cous-
in, and I can’t say enough great 
things about her. SHE WAS A 
TROOPER. Kelci is maybe 5’2”, 
and I am no math wizard on how 
long her legs are, BUT everything 
we walked through in South Da-
kota was at least hip-high on her. 
She never once complained! 

Since none of us have a money 
tree growing in our back yard, 
it was decided we do all public 
lands, no guided hunt, no lodg-
es, no preserves. I managed to 
find an Air BNB in Mitchell, 
South Dakota for four nights 
and five days. The ad said no 
dogs, but after a few emails back 
and forth, the owner was not 
only going to let us have dogs on 

the property, but was kind enough to give us access the 
attached garage for kenneling. So, the three bedroom, 
one bathroom was ours for $75 per person for all five 
days—winning! 

Thursday was the arrival day for everyone. Since 
Jeanell and I were driving, we left at 4am to start our 
nine-hour drive. We were like two giddy girls on Christ-
mas morning the entire drive up. Might have been the 
four cups of coffee—who knows. But we reviewed rules 
and regulations, and also started scouring over the pub-
lic land atlas, trying to make a plan. The other girls all 
were flying into Sioux Falls, getting a rental and meeting 
us at the house.

After Jeanell and I unloaded the truck and chain-
ganged dogs, we decided we had two hours left of 
daylight and to try the closest public ground outside 
of town. Talk about getting your motor running—we 

actually got on birds!! Did we kill any? Absolutely not. 
Did we both get a good scream from having a bird each 
flush literally under our feet and scare the bejesus out of 
us? Absolutely yes! Rookies we were! 

The other girls made it to the house after flying into 
Sioux Falls and driving over to Mitchell. We ventured 
out that night to the local pub and grill, and, after 
laughing way too much over dinner, we had made our 
game plan for our first full day. 

People back home were following along with our ad-
ventures on Facebook—but let’s be real, they had no 
idea. Traveling with dogs, your gear, and your guns is 
a huge undertaking. I brought my three German Short-
hairs, my husband’s Lab, who had only ever had a duck 
in his mouth, and one borrowed Lab, because why not 
have one more!? But everyone pulled their weight. Each 
night we had to unload the dogs, chain-gang or walk 
them, feed them, and water them. Then we had to un-
load the two dog boxes to put them in garage—we were 
in a neighborhood, so I did not feel comfortable leaving 

Rookies, 
Roosters, 

and…

by Christy Langston 
Missouri Uplands Chapter

Mascara?
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them in the truck. Then we had to load them all back in 
the boxes or the break down crates.  Every morning we 
did it all over again. 

Somehow we managed to fit five girls, all our gear, 
guns, and snacks in my four-door F250—thank you Ford 
for the big back seats! After putting in our hoop earrings, 
throwing on mascara, loading our stuff—it was finally 
time. We had decided to go back to the spot Jeanell and 
I had walked the night before. Knowing there were four 
hens and two roosters in the vicinity, we figured it was a 
great way to get our feet wet with everyone there. It also 
was a short walk. When we pulled up to the parking lot 
we noticed a guy walking very briskly to the back of the 
road. Come to find out he shot a nice buck that morning 
with his bow. We asked if he needed help loading, and 
I asked if I could take a picture, to which he laughed, 
“Absolutely, because no one is going to believe five girls 

helped me load it.” He was kind enough to tell us of the 
birds he had flushed that morning and another spot to 
try as well. One thing I can say for the people of South 
Dakota, they are theee nicest people you will ever meet! 

While we didn’t have much luck on that particular 
spot that morning, we came back to it for a third time 
on the last day, and my nine-month-old GSP Annie got 
her very first wild bird point, on a rooster right in front 
of me, nonetheless—let’s just say I yelled ROOSTER! 
And, for the life of me, could not get my safety off my 
gun. Jeanell and Chelsea took a few shots, but it was 
pretty far out by that point... I’ll kick myself for that 
one forever. 

The next plan was one that I had in my head from 
advice I had been given—find a big area and walk 
away from the parking lot. I thought we had found 
the perfect spot with a little help from my OnX Hunt 
Maps and the atlas, it looked good! While we were 
getting our gear out of the truck at this particular lo-
cation, there came two beautiful roosters sailing right 
across the backside of my truck and right into uncut 
private corn. All good, though, we had high hopes! 
Those hopes were pretty much smashed after a nice, 
hip-flexer, burning, nine-mile walk with not a single 
bird to show as the sun set. That night we went to din-
ner; everyone ordered a beer and a water. I don’t think 
a single word was spoken for 20 minutes. We were all 
way too tired. Then that one beer hit, and we sounded 
like cackling hens ourselves. 

The next day it was lots of driving. Poor Rebekah’s 
feet were bleeding and had blisters, and I think all of 
three foot of Kelci’s legs were going to fall off. I actually 
had made a phone call over breakfast that morning. I 
put this stupid trip together, and I’d be darned if I was 
going to let my squad fail! I made a magical phone call 
to my Missouri Uplands NAVHDA chapter president, 
Fred Rice, and the power of the NAVHDA network un-
folded. After giving me a pep talk that was much need-
ed, he sent a message to two members who might have 
some tips. One was Matt Judges—here is a guy I have 
never met who was not only extremely polite, but gave 
me spots he had tried just a few days before AND ex-
plained the layout. It’s was an extremely wet year, so 
spots to cross sloughs was excellent to know. 

We decided to take the long way out of town to 
these spots, and wouldn’t you know, we finally found 
some farmers chopping corn. On one of those roads 

About The Cover:

we watched the combines, and 
about that time I heard Jeanell yell, 
ROOOOOSTER! Right in the middle 
of the road, down a ways, were three 
beautiful roosters. Let me tell you—I 
pulled the truck off to the side of the 
road and I thought I broke the shifter I 
slammed it into park so hard. I am not 
for sure what the actual world record 
is for the fastest unloading and load-
ing of shotguns is, but I think we beat 
it. I am sure it was comical, but not 
one of those birds got away. Heck, I 
even had a Twizzler in my mouth the 
whole time, and somehow the girls in 
the back escaped past the child-locks! 
That was the pick-me-up we needed. 
We hadn’t gotten skunked; everything 
was going to be OK. Now, it was time 
for dog work. 

One of the spots Matt had told me 
was just awesome, big bucks, birds (I 
mean hens, LOTS of hens), but the 
best part for me was watching my 
black GSP, Raven, point her very first 
wild bird. My husband’s duck dog 
flushed it (let’s be real, he had no idea 
what was going on), and I made the 
shot over my dog. No one can ex-
plain what it feels like. Heck, I won’t 
lie—I cried.

There was more walking and more driving. The last 
day we hunted, it was 22 degrees with an 18 MPH wind 
out of the north, but, overall, it was nothing but a suc-
cessful trip. The memories on this trip are something I 
can’t wait to share with my grandkids. My three-year-
old daughter called me and asked me many times if I 
had got a pheasant, and she has already asked if she can 
come along. Shout out to our husbands and boyfriends 
for holding down the fort and keeping kids alive while 
we were gone. 

These memories will forever be engrained—so many 
laughs. For non-dog people, or even non-hunting people, 
I often wonder how sad it really is they will never watch 
the sunrise as a pack of mallards spill in, wings whistling, 
or watch the sunset over the back of a dog in a wide open 
prairie. Because pictures never do it justice.

 

Women’s Wisdom, written by and for our women hunters and 
versatile hunting dog enthusiasts, takes on some of the more 
unique aspects experienced by women when participating in 
NAVHDA activities. We are looking for ideas and article sub-
missions on anything and everything that may appeal to our 
women members, including novice dog handling, preparing 
for testing, hunting and training. What do women want to 
know about? Share your experiences, questions and ideas by 
submitting to Wight Greger at wight.greger@gmail.com.

Cover photo, left to right: Chelsea Falcon, Rebekah Barnes, 
Jeanell Stockton, Kelci Parker, and Christy Langston. 

Photo by Christy Langston - timer and a fence post :-)
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Annual Reports
Vice President: Bob Hauser 
Pembine, Wisconsin 

Treasurer: Rick Holt 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania  

Secretary: Angie Coenen
Richland Center, Wisconsin

At the 2020 Annual Meeting in Portland, Maine I will 
have hit the one-year mark as NAVHDA Secretary, and 
to say I hit the ground running was an understatement 
with three main goals to accomplish. 

Goal One: To help and plan the execution of the 2020 
Annual Meeting in Portland, Maine.  I have been work-
ing very closely with the Sebasticook Chapter and their 
members to put on a premier meeting. Meeting planning 
is something that is in my blood, and I look forward to 
continuing to help the chapter all the way through to 
the end of the meeting.  

Goal Two: As 2019 was an election year, I wanted to 
complete an accurate election with everyone getting the 
maximum opportunity to vote. We asked the member-
ship to make some very important decisions that will 
help us to continue to grow and develop. The member-
ship approved the EC requested changes to the by-laws. 
The approved changes will allow us to run our next 
election electronically in the future. By running our elec-
tion electronically, we are hoping to save a substantial 
amount of money and, more importantly, increase our 
participation rate. 

Goal Three: Initiate the bidding process for the 2021 
Annual Meeting in the western part of the county.  We 
had a few western chapters put forth very strong pro-
posals, but in the end the EC elected to go with the 
Inland Empire chapter in Pomona, California for the 
2021 Annual Meeting to be held January 21-24, 2021. 
Now that we have nailed down the 2021 Annual Meet-
ing, we need a host for the 2022 Annual Meeting in the 
Mid-West region. If your chapter has been considering 
hosting an annual meeting, please contact me for addi-
tional information! 

Happy New Year!

Director of Testing: Daniel Wittman 
Surprise, Arizona 

I would like to first thank everyone who voted in the 
NAVHDA election in November, regardless of who you 
voted for. There are many ways for you to express your 
opinion about what we do and don’t do as a sporting dog 
organization, and one of the most important ways is in 
choosing its leadership. 

Another way to express your opinion is directly to the 
Executive Council (EC). The EC will follow its 2018 sur-
vey with a 2020 survey. While your response rate of 29% 
in 2018 was very good for this type of survey, let’s try to 
top that because your responses inform our policy and 
programmatic decisions in an important way. We tru-
ly are listening. For example, one general message that 
came through loud and clear in 2018 is that activities at 
that chapter level are both a (if not the) primary reason 
why members are most happy with NAVHDA, and why 
members are most often disappointed with NAVHDA. 
In short, the success of NAVHDA is driven in large part 
at the chapter level. Training and testing are obviously 
at the heart of this local activity, and in response to that 
feedback, the EC has developed a training seminar assis-
tance program that helps chapters host training experts. 
Another program has been developed to help new chap-
ters get off the ground successfully. 

The point here is that we are listening. We are listening to 
your answers and we are also interested in listening to your 
suggestions about questions that we should be asking in the 
survey. So, let us know of questions you would like us to 
consider and then please respond when we ask. Thanks. 

Let’s conclude with some 2019 youth activity data. The 
number of young men and women who were supported 
by NAVHDA’s program to help pay test fees increased 
this past year. In 2018, 27 youths were supported with a 
little more than $3,000. That increased to over $4,000 in 
support of 40 youths testing in 2019. Support to chapters 
for youth programs fell in 2019, primarily because seven 
chapters who received support in 2018 did not request 
support in 2019. We encourage chapters to use the sup-
port as seed or foundational funding to help them build 
youth programs that are self-sustaining. This is happen-
ing in addition to many chapter youth programs which 
have never requested assistance. The total level of chapter 
activity here is hard to measure, but you can get a sense 
of the prevalence of youth activities by visiting the youth 
table at the Annual Meeting in Portland where a video 
(thanks in most part to Jason Carter) will be shown. Julie 
Towers, Chair of NAVHDA’s Youth Committee will be 
working on trying to quantify the total activity this year. 
All we know at this point is, qualitatively, it has grown 
considerably during the past few years.

Have a great 2020.

 

As I write this report we are in the heart of the upland 
bird and waterfowl season in the Southwest United States. 
The thrill of sharing a duck blind with your favorite four-
legged buddy or following behind them in the field is the 
fire that fuels this great organization. I hope each mem-
ber is reaping the benefits this hunting season from all the 
hard work that went into training your dog(s). The data in 
this report is through December 9, 2019. The report out at 
the 2020 Annual Meeting will include Year End data for 
2019. I would like to take this opportunity to thank each 
person that took on the most important job in our testing 
organization—Test Secretary. These individuals are the be-
hind the scene gurus that make our tests happen during 
the course of the year. They are dedicated individuals that 
are sometimes under-appreciated. 2019 Test Secretaries—
Thanks for a Job Well Done! An honorable mention shout-
out goes to all the judges that volunteered their time this 
year to judge the membership’s dogs. Thank You Judges!

Overall, we held 385 tests this year which was the 
same number compared to last year. In 2018 there were 
2,807 dogs tested compared to 2,947 YTD 2019. There 
were more dogs tested in Natural Ability and Utility this 
year compared to the prior year. The dog count for the 
Utility Prep Test went down in 2019.

Test Year # of Tests NA UPT UT INV Total
2018 385 1933 79 701 94 2807
2019 385 2050 62 702 133 2947

Ten chapters in Canada ran NAVHDA tests, and 73 chap-
ters in the United States ran NAVHDA tests. The Toronto 
Ontario Chapter led the Great White North holding three 
tests and testing 26 dogs. The Minnesota Chapter led the 
USA holding 16 tests evaluating 129 dogs. It is great to see 
so many new hunting dog owners and puppies enter the 
versatile hunting dog world in 2019. The Big Sky Chapter 
tested 46 NA dogs. The Heartland Chapter had 60 dogs 
test in NA. The St. Croix Chapter had the opportunity to 
view 61 NA puppies during their 2019 testing season. The 
Eagle Rock Chapter is a new chapter to the organization. 
They held six tests that consisted of 38 NA dogs and four 
UT dogs. Great job newbies! We had some very dedicated 
judges this year. In the west, Ruth Weiss judged 18 tests. 
Tom Swezey is located in the central region and judged 26 
tests. From the east is Chip Bonde that judged 27 tests. 
Thank you lady and gentlemen. Our busiest test weekend 
was August 23rd – 25th with 15 chapters holding tests.

We had great teamwork and results in 2019. I look 
forward to the coming year and seeing the membership 
and their dogs display their talents.

Each year in January, with help from Maria Bondi and 
the newly formed Finance Committee, we prepare a pre-
liminary annual budget (projected income/expense) to be 
reviewed, altered if necessary and ratified by the Execu-
tive Council at the Annual Meeting. This budget is our fi-
nancial blue print for the year. As of this writing (Decem-
ber 2019) we are on target to achieve another solid, fiscal 
year profit for 2019. In addition to the profit for this year, 
NAVHDA has available retained earnings in short term 
interest bearing accounts, which would cover all normal 
expenses for a six month period should the need arise. 

Attaining our budgetary goal doesn’t just happen. It is 
the result of dedicated, productive efforts by our Central 
Office staff, prudent management by our Officers and Di-
rectors and by countless hours of donated time by many, 
many members whose passion is NAVHDA.

Our Life Membership Account’s (The Johnnie Shulkey 
Fund) current value is just over $478,000. This number 
represents life membership dollars along with the invest-
ment earnings that have accumulated on the life mem-
bership dues over the past 30 plus years. Our Life Mem-
bership investment portfolio is invested according to our 
financial policy that was adopted in 2019.

The Youth Development Fund has grown to over 
$241,000. This fund has been invested in a mix of 5-year 
government agency bonds, 10-year government agen-
cy bonds and S&P 500 index mutual funds. It should 
be noted that several youth programs have been initiat-
ed and funded this year with the income earned by this 
fund. During 2019, over $10,000 of additional contribu-
tions have been made to the Youth Development Fund. 
It should be noted that NAVHDA members gave over 
$5,000 as an additional contribution to the program 
when they paid their annual membership. 

Additional contributions to NAVHDA from NAVH-
DA members and friends of NAVHDA totaled over 
$10,000.00 during 2019. Thank you all.

This was the first year of the Finance Committee, which 
was formed to help with important decisions that will 
influence the financial future of NAVHDA. Many thanks 
to John Wolfe, Terry Wilson, Wight Greger and Bob 
Hauser for volunteering. The Finance Committee advises 
the Board, which is responsible for the oversight of the 
preparation of NAVHDA’s budget and the allocation of 
its resources among its several programs to achieve both 
sustainability and growth. The Finance Committee shall 
supervise the custody and control of all securities and in-
vestments of NAVHDA. 

I am pleased to report that it appears that support by our 
current sponsors looks excellent for the upcoming year. 
We truly appreciate the generous support of our Exclusive 

Sponsors: Purina, Garmin/Tri-Tronics, Ugly Dog Hunting; 
our Corporate Sponsor Dakota 283 and our Conservation 
Partners: The Ruffed Grouse Society and Pheasant Forev-
er/Quail Forever. These folks have been very generous to 
NAVHDA, and I would recommend that all NAVHDA 
members patronize and support these organizations. 

Finally, it has been a pleasure to serve NAVHDA in my 
third year as treasurer. I have been blessed to work with 
excellent EC members and equally excellent and dedicat-
ed NAVHDA members. In closing, a special thanks to 
Maria, Marion and Cheryl from the Central Office. Their 
help was invaluable.
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Director of Judge Development: Chip Bonde 
Mt. Airy, Maryland   

Registrar: Lisa Pehur
Milford, Michigan

NAVHDA chapters held 385 sanctioned tests between 
1/1/2019 and 12/1/2019. At this date there are still test 
results from November that have not been received by 
the Central Office and one three-day test still to be held in 
Texas. To date 2,947 dogs have been tested and recorded: 
2050 NA, 62 UPT, 702 UT and 133 Invitational dogs. 
When all the data is in and recorded, I believe NAVHDA 
will have evaluated over 3,000 dogs this year. I would 
personally like to thank each of the 161 active NAVHDA 
judges and 22 apprentice judges for their many volunteer 
hours of service to consistently and fairly evaluate the per-
formance of the 2,947 dogs tested in 2019. Their efforts 
translate into 1,164 judging days, not including travel 
days—which can easily add another 750 days. The time 
commitment these dedicated men and women volunteer 
to judge for NAVHDA represents a significant amount of 
time away from their family and work. Remember, the 
travel days, whether driving or air flights, often require 
day(s) off of work. These days represent vacation days, 
sick days or days without pay. 

The Judging and Testing Committee is Co-Chaired by 
myself, Chip Bonde (Maryland) Director of Judge De-
velopment, Dan Wittman (Arizona) Director of Testing, 

and Tracey Nelson (Iowa), Director of the Invitational. 
Mark Whalen (Maryland) is the Manager of the Appren-
tice Judge Program, assisted by Apprentice Coordinators: 
Mike Melotik (Wisconsin), Tom Swezey (Colorado), Phil 
Swain (Oregon) and Peter Wade (Maine).  Clyde Vetter 
(Wisconsin) is the Manager of the Acting Senior Judge 
Program assisted by Brian Thoman (Colorado). I would 
like to take this opportunity to publicly thank each one 
of them for the time they dedicate working on behalf of 
NAVHDA to ensure consistent and fair evaluation of 
NAVHDA dogs across the country.

In 2019 NAVHDA held 13 Handler Clinics with 240 
attendees from across North America. These clinics in-
troduced handlers to the ideals and standards of NAVH-
DA Testing. Attendance at a Handler Clinic is one of the 
requirements for a NAVHDA member to enter the Ap-
prentice Judge Program.

The Executive Council of NAVHDA approved the 
offering of an Invitational Handler Clinic beginning in 
2019. Unfortunately, no NAVHDA Chapter requested to 
host this event in 2019.

This year the Judge’s Workshop will be held on Sunday, 
January 26, 2020. The Sebasticook Chapter of NAVH-
DA is hosting the Annual Meeting and Judges Workshop 
January 24-26, 2020 at The Westin Harbor View Hotel, 
151 High St, Portland, Maine. I hope to see many of you 
in attendance there.

The Executive Council of NAVHDA moved the date of 
the Judges Workshop to coincide with the Annual Meet-
ing to help Increase the overall participation at Annual 
Meetings. Judges in attendance for the weekend may be 
chapter delegates. On Friday, delegates are able to partic-
ipate in open discussions on submitted chapter motions 
and then vote. The added presence of the judges will help 
the host chapters meet minimum room, food and bev-
erage guarantees required to ensure free use of meeting 
rooms. Finally, the monetary savings accrued to NAVH-
DA International for not having to host and pay expenses 
for a separate weekend Judges Workshop in the summer 
are substantial.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of 
our sponsors for their continued support of NAVHDA: 
Purina, Ugly Dog Hunting, Garmin/Tri-Tronics and our 
newest sponsor, Dakota 283. Please also remember to 
support our conservation partners, the Ruffed Grouse 
Society and Pheasants & Quail Forever. 

NAVHDA is a volunteer organization. The individual 
members of local chapters and the Executive Council all 
volunteer countless hours to help NAVHDA achieve its 
goals. Please considering volunteering at any one of the 
many NAVHDA sponsored events. Thank you.

This is my first year as Registrar for NAVHDA, and it’s 
been a very busy and fun experience. My primary as-
signments after joining the team were to 1) assemble a 
Registry Committee and then 2) together with this team, 
write a policy for the newly approved motion requiring 
submission of DNA for both sire and dam before a litter 
can be registered with NAVHDA.

The first task was pretty easy; thankfully we have 
many dedicated and knowledgeable NAVHDA mem-
bers that are not only willing but excited to help out, 
so it took no time at all to come up with a list. Our 
Committee includes Todd Rockhold, Jason Carter, 
Sheryle Tepp, Ron Stott and Steve Brodeur. These in-
dividuals are all amazing to work with and have been 
a huge help to the Registry; I’m very thankful to have 
them on our committee!

With a team in place, we started working on the DNA 
policy. This was not an easy task as we wanted to both 
communicate the intent of the policy and address as 
many of the questions/concerns as we could prior to im-
plementing the policy… and I believe we accomplished 
that! With this new policy in place, each generation of 
DNA tested dogs strengthens the integrity of our data-
base and the validity of all pedigrees while ensuring that 
NAVHDA remains a leader of shared information for the 
versatile dog breeds.

REGISTRY NUMBERS FOR 2019
I’m happy to report that, as of November, we’re on 
track to have another year of steady growth within our 
Registry. Here is where we are:

Dogs Registered by Year (thru Nov.)
 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
 2392  2658 2886 3154 3362 3520 4085 3982 4292

Litters Registered by Year (thru Nov.)
 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
 340  378 426 474 510 602 618 679 654

Looking towards 2020, it’s an exciting time in the Regis-
try. We are looking for ways to improve user experience 
of the database and increase awareness of the functions 
available that are not being fully utilized. We are also 
planning to enhance the information available on our 
pedigrees, which is something we can all benefit from. 
And, as always, your input/ comments are welcome. 

Past President: Marilyn Vetter
New Richmond, Wisconsin  

Spearheading NAVHDA’s Strategic Plan has been the 
culmination of my time on the NAVHDA executive 
committee. Creating a vision for where the organization 
is going, along with a roadmap of how to get there, is 
the surest way to make certain NAVHDA continues to 
adapt and grow. This guidepost gives the current EC 
and future members of the board a working document 
to implement and evolve over time.  I’m thankful David 
and the EC saw the value in the process and embraced 
the necessary steps to create a comprehensive plan. 

Writing this final year-end report is a bit melancholy for 
me as it is my final synopsis to the membership. Being on 
the NAVHDA Executive Committee has been a tremen-
dous honor. I appreciate the faith this board and previ-
ous administrations and the membership have shown by 
asking me to serve in a number of different capacities. 
I’ve had the privilege of serving with many remarkable 
leaders who have dedicated untold hours to bettering 
NAVHDA and ultimately our beloved four-legged com-
panions. When I started on this journey 20 years ago, I 
couldn’t anticipate that my colleagues on the EC would 
become some of the most important people in my life. 
The friendships I’ve made have forever changed my life 
and have taught me much about leadership, collabora-
tion and compromise. 

Volunteer leadership can be challenging particularly if 
you have lofty goals, which I certainly have been guilty of 
in my tenure. While I didn’t accomplish all I had hoped 
to, I do hope I leave behind some enduring principles and 
projects that have created positive change. 

As President I was hyper-focused on instilling a culture 
that welcomed new ideas and new leaders. This was done by 
building committees and stretch assignments that allowed 
people to take on new responsibilities. That in turn gave the 
EC the opportunity to evaluate those people’s capabilities 
for further leadership opportunities. This forced us all to 
approach our work with more professionalism and built a 
more diverse board; however, this work is never done.

That culture was extended to the general membership 
by encouraging and empowering members to have and 
use their voices to maintain and even improve our cus-
tomer satisfaction. We instituted annual surveys for exist-
ing and lapsed members, participants at the Invitational, 
Annual Meetings and Judges Workshops. I used my Pres-
ident’s Message to address issues critical to NAVHDA’s 
sustainability in the hopes of building comradery and 
consensus. Feedback and criticism come with the territo-
ry; I hope that everyone who offered both to me always 
felt respected, valued and heard.

When I took over as the Invitational Test Secretary in 
2002, it was just launching into its current growth cycle. 

The workload was unmanageable, so over the next sever-
al years, I documented the hundreds of details needed to 
successfully host the event along with creating numerous 
best practices to ease the burden on host chapters and the 
parent organization. We’ve gone from running 24 dogs a 
day and fewer than 100 dogs over the four-day weekend, 
to 36 dogs a day and nearing 150 total. Happily, NAVH-
DA has been able to deliver a premier test to more people 
without having to execute on the elimination pathway 
passed more than a decade ago.

When I came into the organization, the late Vic Connors 
had just initiated a strategic planning process. That act 
was responsible for massive shifts in the organization 
including hiring the organization’s first employees, 
establishing a physical office and getting NAVHDA’s 
financial health on track. That effort stuck with me. I 
hope my efforts with this year’s strategic plan carried on 
that tradition of change and vision.

I’m confident the membership is well served by your 
current leadership team and the fantastic staff in the of-
fice. I leave knowing their unyielding dedication and unit-
ed leadership will propel NAVHDA forward. 
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Director of Promotions: Andy Doak
Vassalboro, Maine  

Director of Publications: Tim Otto
Flemington, New Jersey  

Invitational Director: Tracey Nelson 
Mineola, Iowa  

2019 was again a continued year of growth for NAVH-
DA. Currently NAVHDA’s membership is 8,121. This 
is an 8.5% increase in membership for 2019 compared 
to 2018. NAVHDA continues to grow as an organiza-
tion while the number of licensed hunters continues to 
decrease annually. Often, I am asked why NAVHDA 
continues to show such strong growth. Do we have 
some magical formula that pulls new members in and 
keeps existing members? The common denominator 
often comes back to dedicated members who share a 
strong connection with hunting dogs and the organi-
zation itself. 

However, growth of the organization did take 
place through various specific avenues. In early 2019, 
NAVHDA signed a new promotional agreement with 
Pheasants Forever & Quail Forever. Components of 
that agreement include working on the ground with 
NAVHDA chapters to promote specific learn to hunt 
programs designed to bring in new members to NAVH-
DA who also are interested in conservation. 

Additionally, our partnership with The Hunting 
Dog Podcast has indicated measurable results and has 
brought in 95 new members in 2019. Our social media 
outreach has also drastically increased and has helped 
to promote NAVHDA, gain new members, and pro-
vided an additional conduit for notifications to current 
members. I would encourage you to follow NAVHDA 
on both Facebook and now Instagram. 

In the last quarter of 2018, a membership survey was 
conducted with the intent to gain valuable informa-
tion about the membership, what is important to you, 
and to help shape part of our newly launched strate-
gic plan. One of the components that was clear in the 
2018 survey was the desire for more training informa-
tion and programs. To directly address that need, the 
Training Seminar Assistance Program was developed 
and launched in 2019. This allows NAVHDA chapters 
to apply for financial assistance to host specific train-
ing seminars or programs. For more information on 
how to apply, you can find all the details on our newly 
designed and updated website. 

Regarding our corporate sponsors, I am continually 
humbled by their unwavering dedication to supporting 
NAVHDA. If you have been around NAVHDA for any 
duration of time you may notice that our current spon-
sors have developed long-standing relationships with 
NAVHDA and have supported the organization for 
many years. Long term support helps with respect to 
stability of NAVHDA in a variety of ways. In 2019 Pu-
rina ProPlan, Garmin International, Ugly Dog Hunt-
ing continued to support NAVHDA as Exclusive Spon-

sors and Dakota283 continued to support NAVHDA 
as a Corporate Sponsor.  Pheasants Forever & Quail 
Forever as well as Ruffed Grouse Society continue as 
conservation partners. As hunters and dog trainers, we 
will always need gear, strong habitat and land access 
to pursue our passion. Please support our sponsors and 
conservation partners. They are helping NAVHDA and 
in turn helping you as a hunter and dog owner. 

I am honored to serve as Director of Promotions 
and look forward to what looks to be a bright future 
for NAVHDA. 

What a year for NAVHDA Publications! A new website, 
unprecedented Social Media activity, and lots of excit-
ing new features in the magazine! With respect to the 
VHD, this year we published a total of 70 full articles 
from 52 different authors! Most of the credit for the 
magazine’s success goes to our Publisher Mary Burpee, 
whose talents, insight, artistic sensibility, and hard work 
make the magazine possible. Copy Editors Rachael 
McAden and Sandra Downey volunteer their time and 
talent by reading and editing each of the contributions. 
I also want to thank Nancy Anisfield, Mark Whalen, 
and Patti Carter, all of whom are Contributing Editors, 
for their many contributions this year. In addition to our 
regular Departments including On the Right Track writ-
ten by a team of judges and Women’s Wisdom written 
by NAVHDA members and edited by Wight Greger, we 
also added a regular column by world-renowned chef, 
hunter, and forager Hank Shaw titled Versatile Chef. We 
also celebrated NAVHDA’s 50th Anniversary year with 
a number of articles focusing on our rich and varied 
history. Finally, this month (January issue) the VHD 
is publishing our first article in French! As always, the 
VHD had five regular issues with pre-determined con-
tent: January (the Annual Report Issue), April (Annual 
Meeting Issue), May (the tremendously popular Puppy 
Issue), August (Youth Issue), and December (Invitation-
al Issue). 

This year the VHD averaged just over 31 pages per 
issue. The average monthly cost of printing was $4727 
and the average monthly cost of shipping/postage was 
$4128. Overall, expenses related to the VHD were up 
almost 17% relative to 2018, due primarily to a large 
increase in the cost of shipping and postage and sec-
ondarily to the fact that our membership, and hence the 
number of copies, has increased. While the VHD is the 
largest single expenditure in the NAVHDA budget, the 
results of a reader survey in 2016 suggest that almost 
60% of our members read each issue cover-to-cover, 
only 10% read on a digital device, and over 85% prefer 
the hard copy of the actual magazine. 

The highlight of many members’ year is captured in 
our December Invitational Issue. What a fantastic trib-
ute to the Volunteers, Handlers, and dogs that partici-
pated this year. I would like to thank our Invitational 
Photographers Nancy Anisfield, Perry Masotti, Denise 
Heath, Renata Canaday, and Rick Holt, who volun-
teered their time to take pictures. Importantly, they 
all contribute photos to the magazine all year, and the 
VHD wouldn’t be what it is without them.

Hopefully you’ve had a chance to check out the new 
website at www.navhda.org. It’s a cleaner, fresher look 

with a fully rebuilt site map, improved navigability, 
and easier access to the pages members use most. Addi-
tionally, it is now scalable to different devices; in other 
words the site looks somewhat different on your phone, 
your computer, and your tablet, self-optimizing to fit the 
screen and device. We have also changed our web host, 
and in doing so we now have full access to our con-
tent and are able to modify it however and whenever we 
want (which we couldn’t do with our old host!). I need 
to acknowledge the assistance of Hickory Run member/
volunteer Mike Bigus, who handled most of the techni-
cal aspects of migrating to a new host; I don’t think the 
move would have been possible without Mike’s knowl-
edge and dedication. Natalie Ebbens was our primary 
behind-the-scenes programming expert, and Rick Holt 
and Randy Hanson provided many helpful comments 
along the way.  

We had an incredible year with respect to Social Me-
dia! NAVHDA had over 95 posts on our Facebook 
page, and we reached in excess of 800,000 people 
this year, up a whopping 675% over 2018!  We also 
launched our Instagram feed this year (@navhdainter-
national), and in less than 11 months we gained over 
4400 followers and reached over 215,000 people! Im-
portantly, approximately 8% of our new members 
this year (~150 total) report learning about NAVH-
DA through our Social Media feeds, ranking third 
just behind Through my Breeder and Through my 
Friend. Much, but certainly not all, of our success in 
Social Media is due to the tremendously popular Breed 
of the Week posts, in which we featured each of the 
breeds recognized by NAVHDA and invited people to 
share photos of their own dogs in the comments on 
Facebook. These posts were wildly popular on Insta-
gram as well, and by using hashtags we were able to 
reach many thousands of people who are not NAVH-
DA members, thereby increasing our visibility among 
owners of recognized breeds. Most of the Breed of the 
Week posts used photographs generously contributed 
by Craig Koshyk, author of Pointing Dogs; Rick Holt 
and Jerry Imprevento also contributed photographs. 
Finally, it’s important to recognize the many contribu-
tions of Marion Hoyer, Mike Neiduski, Andy Doak, 
and Angie Coenen; together we formed a Social Media 
team that made huge inroads into launching NAVHDA 
into the digital future!

I can’t wait to see what exciting developments 2020 
holds! Please always feel free to reach out to me with 
ideas for ways to make our Publications even better; 
never hesitate to email me at vhd@navhda.org.

The 2019 Invitational is in the books. It was a hot one! 
I know we have had some hot days at previous tests, 
but early afternoon braces on Thursday and Friday 
were the most miserable that I can remember. Proud to 
say with handlers that were aware, and conscientious 
judges, all dogs made it through.

The numbers: we had 206 dogs qualified and 133 ran 
the test, 68 dogs passed the test this year and became 
out newest Versatile Champions. Congratulations to 
all that put forth the effort and showed your dogs to 
us; as judges we all understand what an effort it is.

Nancy Anisfield put together a fun, and informative 
By the Numbers in the December issue of the VHD. Of 
note, the pass percentage on Saturday was 76%—I am 
sure that is an all-time high.

The Buckeye Chapter, once again, did a phenome-
nal job of getting things put together before, during, 
and after the test. All of the volunteers from across the 
country make this event possible. From the judges that 
give their time, I have asked a lot, and I thank you all 
for always answering!

We are looking forward to 2020 and being back in 
Iowa, and excited for 2021 and our first test at the New 
Mexico grounds hosted by the Zia Chapter. Throwing 
out a reminder to everyone out west, get your dogs 
qualified this year so 2021 will be a success!

I will have the final money numbers at the Annual 
Meeting, hope to see everyone there. The New Mexico 
contingent will be on hand to give us a report on the 
grounds—should be exciting!

about:blank
about:blank
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This is a story of Christmas gifts, friendship, heart-
break and a griffon.

On Christmas Day, 2018, my girl Savvy gave 
me the first gift, a beautiful litter of ten puppies. It 
seemed only fitting that I should give them Christmas 
litter names, so I thought long and hard about what 
each should be named so that it made sense with their 
markings. The litter grew, as puppies tend to do, and 
I started to choose placements for them. It 
was a very nice litter, but eventually I chose 
one girl to hold back. I had called her Hol-
ly, because she clearly had two spots in the 
shape of holly leaves on her back. I knew 
just where I wanted to place her, but her fu-
ture dad had no clue that a new puppy was 
in the works. He did not know that he was 
waiting for a Christmas gift.

My husband and I have known our friend 
Marc since we were in high school. He was 
younger than us so we really did not spend 
any time together until we were older. But 
we became fast friends again when we real-
ized we had a love of hunting dogs in com-
mon. He always enjoyed our griffs and was 
thoroughly impressed when he hunted over 
them. He came to visit when we had litters 
and always wistfully spoke about wanting 
one. But he knew he did not have the time 
to invest in a puppy at that point in his life. 
Then, in May of 2018, Marc was diagnosed 
with an aggressive form of brain cancer. He 
went at it with a positive attitude and want-
ed to live his life doing the things he loved. 
On his bucket list was harvesting a grouse 
from his family farm in northern Pennsylva-
nia. Those birds had been taunting him for 
years while he was deer hunting! I knew we 

had the perfect way to fulfill this item. A grouse over his 
own dog! Perfect!

After treatment, Marc was doing very well, so I put 
my plan into action. As Marc was commenting on so-
cial media about the pups, I invited him over. It was 
then that I offered him Holly, and a chance to hunt 
grouse over his own dog. At first he was hesitant, wor-
ried about what would happen if he got sick again. We 

A Christmas Griff
Named Shirley

by Marcia Hoff
Spring Grove, Pennsylvania
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assured him that she would just come 
back to us. Who would train her? Me, 
of course! We live less than a mile apart! 
Who would take care of her when he was 
at work? Then his employer decided to 
give him six months off to get healthy. So 
it seemed to be destiny. Marc was going 
to pick up this special Christmas gift in 
a few days. The next night, he contacted 
me. What do you think about the name 
Shirley? I told him her name was Hol-
ly! This went back and forth for awhile. 
Then he told me he wanted to name her 
after his grandmother, who was always there for him, 
always answered his calls, and guided him through 
tough decisions. He said he felt that his grandmother 
brought this puppy to him. So, of course, we started 
calling her Shirley. 

All went well for several months. Shirley fit right in 
with Marc and his older Brittany rescue. She brought 
energy to their house. She reminded them how to play 
and have fun. She also learned a little naughtiness, like 
counter surfing and jumping on the couch. But Marc 
loved when she jumped up and snuggled with him, and 
he never had anything great on the counters anyway! 

Then Marc lost Shirley. We spent a half a day looking 
for her and finally found her with animal control. It was 
all so nerve racking! Unfortunately, the reason he lost 
her was that his tumor had cropped up in another loca-
tion and was causing him to forget things. And this time 
the tumor was angry. Within a week Shirley came back 
to our house and only got to see Marc a few times for 
visits. And on July 13, 2019, our friend lost his battle. 
He was 46 and Shirley was six and a half months old. 
We knew we might get her back some day, but never 

NAVHDA
AnnuAl Meeting 
January 24-26, 2020 
Portland, Maine
The Westin Harbor View Hotel

151 High St. | Portland, ME

Sponsored by: Sebasticook NAVHDA 

www.sebasticook.com

Pointing dogs • Hounds • Flushers • Tracking Dogs 
Authors • Trainers • Conservationists 

Over 180 past episodes to choose from.

Hosted by NAVHDA Sr. Judge  
and life member Ron Boehme

Past guests include... 
Rick, Ronnie and Delmar Smith
Ben O’williams • Blaine Carter

Alan Harmeyer • Ed Bailey • Steven Rinella

Listen anytime from any device.  
Find us on iTunes, Stitcher, and Podbean.           

The Hunting Dog 
Podcast

Use code B3CFJ to donate 20% of proceeds to Criag Jones |  DAKOTA283.COM  |  866.595.4332

RUGGED TRAVEL GEAR
TO PROTECT YOUR
PRECIOUS CARGO

Join Tyler Webster of Buds, Booze and Buds podcast and 
Dakota 283 in helping our fellow NAVHDA member and 

chapter president Craig Jones in his battle with cancer. 
Order Dakota 283 products using the code B3CFJ and 

Craig will receive 20% of the proceeds courtesy of both 
Tyler and Dakota 283. Help us help Craig!

thought it would be this soon. But we knew we wanted 
to do right by her, and honor Marc’s memory, so train-
ing commenced in full force.

On September 29th, Shirley ran in her NAVHDA Nat-
ural Ability test. It was an emotional day for me, as I 
could not help thinking of Marc, which in turn made me 
keep breaking into tears. But Miss Shirley was a rock 
star. She held it together even if I could not. She fin-
ished the day with a maximum score of 112 and a Prize 
One. I can just imagine what Marc would have done if 
he had been there. He would have been so proud! He 
would have pushed out his chest, twinkled his blue eyes, 
beamed his amazing smile, and given me a high five and 
a hug. His girl was all that he had bragged her up to be! 

Training season is over now, and bird season is upon 
us. It is time to give Shirley her first chance at real hunt-
ing. Someone has to take Marc’s place over this sweet 
girl while hunting for the elusive grouse. I have been 
grouse hunting multiple times but have never harvested 
one, so this seems like the perfect time. My aim is sure 
to be true with an angel on my shoulder and a Christ-
mas griff named Shirley on point!

ORE BANK’S CHRISTMAS HOLLYDAY 
SHIRLEY AND OUR FRIEND MARC.
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À l’été 2019, j’ai participé pour la première fois 
de ma vie à l’évaluation UT, organisée par le 
Chapitre de l’Est-du-Québec, au club de chien de 

chasse Le Polyvalent. C’est avec un épagneul français 
âgé de 3 ans et demi que nous avons réussi à nous qual-
ifier, aussi improbable soit-il, pour le prestigieux événe-
ment  Invitational . Nous avons obtenu ce jour-là un prix 
1 (201/204), qui pouvait confondre tous les sceptiques 
(moi la première !!!) croyant cette mission… Impossible.

Entre la fille un peu trop compétitive que j’étais lor-
sque j’ai acheté mon premier chien de chasse en 2016 et 
la femme que je suis en train de devenir maintenant avec 
toutes les épreuves surmontées jusqu’à présent, il y a un 
monde ! Quand je repense à ma première présentation 
NAVHDA avec mon jeune chiot qui était complètement 
hors contrôle à ce moment et celle qui a été en harmonie 
avec son chien durant l’épreuve UT, 3 ans plus tard… 
je peux vous affirmer qu’il y a eu beaucoup de travail 
sur moi-même. Au-delà de l’entourage, de la passion et 
de la persévérance que l’entraînement requiert, la plus 
grande part de réussite repose en fait sur notre attitude 
face à la vie !

Ce qui est extraordinaire avec les épreuves NAVHDA, 
c’est que les obstacles que vous devrez franchir pour 
aspirer à vous qualifier dans ces évaluations sont tels 

que votre vision de la vie va changer. Vous allez devoir 
constamment vous adapter aux limites de votre chien, à 
la vitesse dont il progresse et vous devrez accepter que 
vous ne contrôler pas les événements. Vous devrez ac-
cepter les conseils de votre coach, même si pour vous, 
ça ne va pas assez vite… même si pour vous, cela vous 
fait douter du résultat… vous devrez faire confiance aux 
autres et pire encore… faire confiance à votre chien !

Lors de ces entraînements, votre vraie personnalité va 
sortir. Vos défauts, vos lacunes et votre attitude, surtout, 
seront vos pires ennemies ou vos meilleurs alliés. Vous 
allez devoir changer votre façon de travailler. Vous allez 
comprendre que tout ce que vous connaissiez jusqu’à 
présent sur le comportement canin ne s’applique pas (je 
parle surtout pour les novices comme moi). Vous allez 
devoir développer une façon pour bien communiquer 
avec votre coach. Même lorsque vous considérez que 
votre entrainement a été inefficace, vous devrez pour-
suivre, être constant, discipliné et confiant.

Au fil des jours, des semaines et des mois, vous ob-
serverez des changements, des progressions et c’est sur 
ces évolutions, ces nouvelles relations que vous dével-
oppez qui deviendront vos plus grandes motivations. Je 
suis arrivé le jour J, heureuse, fière bien que légèrement 
stressée quand même ! J’étais prête à accepter les imper-

fections sachant que les évaluations peuvent être vraiment 
décevantes. Le résultat ne reflète pas toujours les efforts 
déployés. J’ai souvent valorisé que le résultat (la note, la 
fameuse note, le fameux titre). Pour moi, c’était LA preuve 
de la compétence. LA preuve que la technique employée 
fonctionne. Mais en réalité, c’est que la réelle victoire, elle 
nous appartient. Nous savons l’effort déployé pour présent-
er notre chien.

Pour ma part, vivre toutes les étapes de l’entrainement 
pour le UT est la plus grande richesse pour la poursuite de 
mes activités. J’ai eu le bonheur d’obtenir un prix 1 le jour 
de l’évaluation. Mon coach, qui est aussi mon conjoint, a 
présenté un chien qui a aussi obtenu le titre UT prix 1 cette 
fin de semaine-là. Nous avons alors décidé que nous allions 
participer à  l’Invitational , pour vivre cette prochaine année 
d’entrainement, ce voyage et cette épreuve ensemble.

NAVHDA est beaucoup plus qu’un titre, qu’un résultat. Il 
fait sortir le meilleur et le pire de nous- mêmes et nous pousse 
à nous ajuster et nous adapter constamment. Est-ce qu’on va 
réussir notre VCs ? Je ne sais pas. Est-ce qu’on va passer une 
belle année, remplie de haut et de bas, qui nous fera encore 
grandir et devenir de meilleures personnes ? Certainement!

L’entrainement d’un chien de chasse nous confronte et 
nous remet droit devant nos propres limites. Je souhaite à 
toutes les femmes qui désirent se lancer dans l’aventure de 
ne pas hésiter. Le jeu en vaut la chandelle et la finalité (le 
résultat, le pointage) n’est pas le plus important. C’est le 
chemin parcouru pour atteindre la finale qui compte et c’est 
lorsque vous prenez la décision d’y arriver que là que la 
vraie histoire commence !

NAVHDA 
bien plus qu’une 

évaluation !
par Véronique Gagnon

St Modeste, Quebec 

PLEASE TURN THE PAGE FOR THE ENGLISH 
TRANSLATION OF THIS ARTICLE...
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In the summer of 2019, I participated for the first time 
in my life in the UT test, organized by the Eastern 
Quebec Chapter, at the Le Polyvalent hunting dog 

club. It was with a French Spaniel aged three-and-a-half 
that we managed to qualify, as unlikely as it is, for the 
prestigious Invitational. That day we received a Prize I 
(201/204), which could confuse all the skeptics (me the 
first!!!), believing this mission... Impossible. 

Between the girl who was a little too competitive when 
I bought my first hunting dog in 2016 and the woman 
that I am becoming now with all the tests so far, there 
is a world of difference! When I think back to my first 
NAVHDA performance with my young puppy who was 
completely out of control at the time and the one who 
was in harmony with her dog during the UT test, three 
years later... I can tell you that there has been a lot of 
work done on myself. Beyond the work, the passion and 
perseverance that training requires, the greatest part of 
success lies in our attitude towards life! 

The great thing about NAVHDA tests is that the ob-
stacles you will have to overcome to aspire to qualify in 
these assessments are such that your vision of life will 
change. You will have to constantly adapt to the limits 
of your dog, the speed at which it progresses, and you 
will have to accept that you do not control the events. 
You will have to accept the advice of your coach, even 
if for you it does not go fast enough... even if for you, 

it makes you doubt the result... you will have to trust 
others and, even harder... trust your dog! 

During these training sessions, your true personali-
ty will come out. Your faults, your shortcomings and 
your attitude, above all, will be your worst enemies or 
your best allies. You will have to change the way you 
work. You will understand that everything you know 
about dog behavior so far does not apply (I speak espe-
cially for novices like me). You will have to develop a 
way to communicate well with your coach. Even when 
you consider that your training has been ineffective, 
you will have to continue, be consistent, disciplined 
and confident. 

Over the days, weeks and months, you will observe 
changes, progress, and it is these developments, these 
new relationships that you form that will become your 
biggest motivations. I arrived on D-day, happy, proud, 
although slightly stressed anyway! I was ready to accept 
the imperfections, knowing that the evaluations can be 
really disappointing. The result does not always reflect 
the efforts made. I often valued that result (the score, 
the famous score, the famous title). For me, it was THE 
proof of competence. The proof that the technique used 
works. But, in reality, it is that the real victory belongs 
to us. We know the effort it took to prepare our dog. 

For me, living through all the stages of training for the 
UT is the greatest reward gained from pursuing these 

NAVHDA 

more than 
a test!
by Véronique Gagnon 

St Modeste, Quebec

activities. I was lucky to get a Prize I on the day of the 
evaluation. My coach, who is also my spouse, handled a 
dog that also earned a UT Prize I that weekend. We then 
decided that we would participate in the Invitational, 
to live this next year of training, this journey and this 
event together. 

NAVHDA is much more than a title, a result. It brings 
out the best and the worst in ourselves, and pushes us to 
adjust and adapt constantly. Will we achieve our VCs? 
I do not know. Are we going to have a great year, filled 
with ups and downs, that will make us grow and be-
come better people? Certainly! 

The training of a hunting dog challenges us and puts 
us right in front of our own limits. I urge all women 
who wish to embark on the adventure not to hesitate. 
‘The game is worth the candle’ and the outcome (the 
result, the score) is not the most important thing. It’s the 
road traveled to reach the destination that counts, and 
it’s when you make the decision to get there that the real 
story begins! 
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Low back pain (sciatica) is a common cause of sub-
standard performance in hunting dogs. It can often 
be difficult to pinpoint due to the nebulous nature 

of the signs seen, but it is an important differential for 
any sporting dog that is having an unexplained drop in 
performance or pain referable to their hind end. Any hind 
limb lameness, however subtle, usually warrants a visit to 
your vet and may require referral to a veterinary special-
ist. Specialists may include a sports trainer or orthopedist 
to begin the process of diagnosing the cause of lameness 
or discomfort. In some cases, this hind limb lameness can 
be attributed to a back injury, as other orthopedic and 
soft tissue causes are ruled out. As part of your dog’s ex-
amination, a neurologic examination (or referral to a vet-
erinary neurologist), should be performed to address any 
possible spinal causes of lameness or discomfort. 

ANATOMY 
Somewhat simplistically, the vertebral column can be 
thought of as a tube of bone that the spinal cord and 
nerve roots pass through until exiting and traveling to 
various parts of the body to perform their function. 
Each individual vertebra makes up a portion of this 
tube, and in between each ver tebrae there are interver-
tebral discs which function as cushions or shock ab-
sorbers. The lumbosacral junction is where the seventh 
lumbar vertebrae articulates with the sacrum, which is 
three fused vertebrae that make up part of the pelvis. 
The lumbosacral junction is unique in that it undergoes 
a large amount of movement compared to other areas of 
the spine. As the primary connection of the pelvis to the 
rest of the spine, any dynamic movement incorporating 
the hind limbs, such as running and jumping, puts the 
lumbosacral junction through a full range of motion. 

CLINICAL SIGNS 
The severity of signs in dogs with low back pain/nerve 
root compression can vary quite a bit depending on the 
severity of compression, time of onset, and intended ac-
tivities of the animal. In early cases, declining to jump, 
missing jumps, and unilateral or bilateral pelvic limb 

lameness are a frequent manifestation of low back pain. 
Discomfort associated with nerve compression can be 
quite severe compared with other causes of lameness, 
with dogs favoring or refusing to use the limb, even 
though orthopedically the limb is sound. In advanced or 
severe cases, hind limb weakness, incoordination, weak-
ness of the tail, and even urinary/fecal incontinence can 
manifest. The inability to walk is uncommon even in 
severe cases, which can lead to underestimating how 
compressed the nerve roots are compared to other spi-
nal conditions. At examination, your veterinary special-
ist should perform a complete evaluation that includes 
physical, orthopedic, and neurologic examinations, as 
well as possible imaging options. These tools will give 
your veterinary specialist a full picture of the cause of 
hind limb lameness, discomfort, or back pain. 

CONDITIONS 
Lumbosacral disease (lumbosacral stenosis) refers to a 
number of different changes in the low lumbar spine 
which all contribute to vertebral canal narrowing and 
nerve root compression. These changes can be seen as a 
primary degenerative wear and tear process in hunting 
and field trial dogs. The changes seen with lumbosacral 
disease include misalignment of the vertebrae (sublux-
ation), degeneration and bulging of the intervertebral 
disc, and thickening of the bone and soft tissues/liga-
ments of the lumbosacral junction. All of these changes 
individually, or in combination, lead to narrowing of 
the vertebral canal and nerve compression. 

DIAGNOSIS 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION 
Given the often vague nature of the signs seen with lum-
bosacral nerve root compression, a thorough physical, 
orthopedic, and neurologic exam is often vital in pin-
pointing the area of concern. Orthopedic conditions 
such as hip osteoarthritis, cruciate ligament injury, and 
groin muscle strains should be screened for as their pre-
sentations can look quite similar to lumbosacral disease. 

RADIOGRAPHS (X-RAYS) 
Radiographs are a useful tool for screening for certain 
conditions. They are frequently recommended as an ini-
tial screening tool in dogs with low back pain as they 
are easy to obtain. In particular, radiographs are use-
ful for identifying bone conditions that can cause back 
pain (fractures, vertebral tumors), or infections of the 
intervertebral disc (discospodylitis). Changes support-
ive of lumbosacral disease may be seen radiographically 
such as bone proliferation, disc space collapse, or signif-
icant instability of the lumbosacral junction. However, 
one significant limitation of radiographs is that they do 
not provide detail of the soft tissue (nerve roots, inter-
vertebral discs), which precludes definitive diagnosis of 
lumbosacral disease. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY (CT SCANNING) 
CT scans utilize similar technology to radiographs to 
acquire 3-D imaging of the area of interest. Because CT 
provides images in three dimensions, the detail acquired 
is much higher than plain radiography. In particular, CT 
imaging is useful in screening for bone conditions that 
plain radiography is not sensitive enough to pick up, 
such as small fractures. Since CT is based on the same 
X-ray technology as radiographs, it also shares the lim-
itations in soft tissue detail. Due to this limitation, MRI 
is usually preferred. While CT scans are relatively quick 
to obtain, the need for the patient to remain motionless 
during the scan often means they need to be either sedat-
ed or placed under general anesthesia. 

MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING (MRI) 
Magnetic resonance imaging provides excellent soft tis-
sue detail and allows visualization of the spinal cord, 
nerve roots, and intervertebral discs. It is also a 3-D im-
aging modality, allowing for pinpoint identification of 
areas of concern. MRI imaging is currently the diagnos-
tic modality of choice for identifying lumbosacral nerve 
root compression. General anesthesia is an absolute ne-
cessity during an MRI study since it takes more time to 
obtain compared to radiographs or CT.

TREATMENT 

NONSURGICAL 
Nonsurgical management for lumbosacral disease 
consists of a course (usually 4-6 weeks) of enforced 
rest, medications, and rehabilitation therapy. Activity 
is limited to leash walks only, and movements that ex-
acerbate the compression, like running and jumping, 
are strictly discouraged. Medications can consist of 
anti-inflammatory medications, pain medications, and 
muscle relaxants. One therapy that is quite popular 
in human medicine is epidural injection of a steroid 
at the site of compression. This gives the patient the 
benefits of a potent anti-inflammatory while minimiz-
ing the systemic side effects. While this seems to be an 
effective modality in some dogs, efficacy data in veter-
inary medicine is limited. 

SURGICAL 
There are quite a few surgical procedures described 
for the lumbosacral junction depending on the nature 

Diagnosing Low Back Pain        
in Hunting Dogs    by Dr. Ryan Gallagher 
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of the compression and degree of instability. The most 
common decompressive procedure is called a Dor-
sal Laminectomy, in which a window is created in the 
roof of the vertebral canal. This window allows access 
to remove protruding intervertebral disc, compressive 
bone, or soft tissues. Once the nerve roots have been 
adequately decompressed, the procedure is complete. In 
dogs with significant instability of the lumbosacral junc-
tion, stabilization or fusion may be elected. If necessary, 
stabilization is achieved through the use of implants to 
prevent movement across the lumbosacral junction. 

REHABILITATION THERAPY 
Rehabilitation therapy is an extremely use-
ful adjunctive therapy which can be an im-
portant part of any conservative or surgical 
management plan. Rehabilitation therapy 
can consist of manual therapies and hydro-
therapy to improve conditioning and resolve 
muscle imbalances. Some therapeutic mo-
dalities such as acupuncture, cold laser, and 
transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation 
(TENS) can also provide non-medication 
pain relief. As a part of rehabilitation ther-
apy, a home exercise plan is also mapped 
out, allowing owners to take an important 
role in their dog’s recovery process. 

PROGNOSIS 

NONSURGICAL THERAPY 
Unfortunately, nonsurgical therapy is only 
effective in approximately 50% of dogs, 
likely due to the fact that any nerve root 
compression does not resolve, as well as the 
dynamic nature of the lumbosacral junc-

tion. In particular, dogs returning to a high level of ac-
tivity are predisposed to exacerbations or flare-ups of 
their discomfort. Because the nature of lumbosacral dis-
ease is such that it tends to progress gradually, a trial 
of medical therapy may be elected as a first option with 
minimal risk, with more aggressive therapies pursued if 
the patient does not respond sufficiently. 

SURGICAL THERAPY 
Overall, the prognosis with surgical therapy tends to 
be fairly good with success rates of between 75-90% 
reported in veterinary literature. Addressing any nerve 
root compression often leads to a rapid return to com-

fort once post-surgical discomfort has resolved. Neuro-
logic deficits (weakness, incoordination) often do take 
weeks (occasionally months) to see the full extent of im-
provement, as nerve healing can take quite some time. 
The one scenario where the prognosis is more guarded, 
even with a successful surgical decompression, is in dogs 
that have developed urinary and fecal incontinence. The 
overall recovery rate for these dogs is guarded, with ap-
proximately 50% achieving return to continence. 

CONCLUSION
Lower back pain can be an intimidating concern in 
hunting dogs. There are often subtle changes in perfor-
mance, such as unexplained decreased performance or 
hind limb lameness, which will warrant a visit to your 
veterinary specialist. Through a thorough examination 
and possible advanced diagnostics, your veterinary spe-
cialist will be able to get a better picture of your canine’s 
cause of injury. While canine back pain can be daunting, 
it is important to remember that advances in veterinary 

medicine are continuing to provide better patient out-
comes over time, and your veterinary specialist is a key 
resource in your dog’s return to hunting or field trial.
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by Hank Shaw
Versatile Chef
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NAVHDA is pleased to team with renowned chef, 
outdoorsman, and cookbook author Hank Shaw, 
whose beautiful and tremendously popular website 
Hunter, Angler, Gardener, Cook (huntgathercook.com) 
has helped invigorate the recent surge of interest in 
preparing game. We will be featuring one of Hank's 
recipes each month, so put on your aprons, sharpen 
those knives, and set the table!

HOLLY A. HEYSER

Grouse Enchiladas 

INGREDIENTS

Hunting the sagebrush sea, you see 
a lot of green chile dishes at lo-
cal restaurants. Those are usual-

ly served with pork or chicken, but a red 
chile sauce happens to go better with the 
dark meat of sage grouse breasts. Obvi-
ously you can use whatever meat you feel 
like here, but I like the marriage between 
the strongly flavored sage hen and the 
strongly flavored red chile sauce. 

Don’t get all hung up on the exact ar-
ray of dried red chiles here. The weight 
is more important, and even that doesn’t 
have to be exact. 

Serves 4, and can be scaled up
Prep Time: 90 minutes, mostly 
for prepping the peppers
Cook Time: 45 minutes

Prep the chile sauce. Start by taking the 
stems off and opening the chiles to shake 
out the seeds. Flatten them as best you 
can. Heat a cast iron skillet or better yet, 
a Mexican comal over high heat. When 
it is blazing hot, toast the chiles. Press 
them down with a spatula for just a cou-
ple seconds: When they blister, flip them 
and do the other side. Remove to a bowl.

When all the chiles have been toasted, 
char the quartered onion and the garlic 
cloves on the comal or skillet. You want 
some blackening. The garlic cloves will 
blacken first, so watch them. 

Now that you have everything smoky and charred, 
tear the chiles in pieces. Chop the onion. Peel the garlic. 
Heat the lard or vegetable oil in a pot over medium-high 
heat. Add the chiles, onions and garlic and saute for a 
minute or two. Pour in the stock, add the cumin and 
oregano and bring to a simmer. Add salt to taste and 
simmer gently until the chiles are soft, about 20 minutes. 

Puree the sauce in a blender. This sauce can be made 
up to a week in advance and stored in the fridge. 

Make the filling. Cut the grouse meat into pieces about 
the size of your fingernail. Salt well. Mix with about 1/4 
cup of the red chile sauce, the chopped sage as well as 
about 5 ounces of cheese and the minced white onion.

Prep the tortillas. Heat the tortillas on a comal or 
other heavy skillet until they blacken a little. Then 
put them in a tortilla warmer, or stack on a plate and 
put a bowl over them. Let them steam a few minutes 
before building the enchiladas.

Build the enchiladas. Pour a little red chile sauce 
into a casserole dish. Dip a tortilla in the red chile 
sauce briefly and shake off the excess. Fill a tortilla 
with a little of the filling and roll it up. Place seam-
side down on the casserole. Repeat until you’re done. 
You should get about 15 tortillas.

Pour more red chile sauce over the enchiladas and 
top with lots of the shredded cheese. Bake at 350°F 
for 25 minutes and serve.

RED CHILE SAUCE
½ pound dried red chiles (New Mexican, ancho, guajillo, etc)
3 tablespoons lard or cooking oil
1 large white onion, cut in quarters
4 garlic cloves, whole and unpeeled
2 teaspoons cumin
2 teaspoons oregano, Mexican if possible
1 quart stock, preferably grouse stock
Salt (smoked salt if you have it)
Black pepper to taste

FILLING
Breasts from 2 sage grouse, about a pound
Salt (smoked salt if you have it)
About 1/2 cup red chile sauce (see above)
2 tablespoons chopped fresh sage
12 ounces shredded Monterey Jack and/or cheddar cheese 
   (5 ounces for the filling, the rest as topping)
1 cup minced white onion
Fifteen 6-inch tortillas
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Your hunting dog doesn’t come with an owner’s
manual detailing specific guidelines for his or her
wellbeing. It’s up to you to work with your veteri-
narian to create an optimal preventive maintenance
schedule for your dog. Not only will it keep him or
her healthy, it also gives you the chance to catch
anything serious before it potentially becomes a
major problem. 

“Regularly scheduled veterinary exams are the
foundation of good preventive health care,” says
Purina Chief Veterinary Officer Kurt Venator. “Pre-
ventive care is especially essential for sporting dogs,
who are at a higher risk for certain conditions such as
orthopedic injuries, lacerations and puncture wounds,
foreign bodies, and gastrointestinal disease.” 

Follow this checklist of routine inspections and
checkups from Dr. Venator to help keep your dog
in tiptop condition year-round. 

�Run a Background Check
A discussion of your dog’s general health history,
as well as his or her lifestyle at home and in the field,
with your veterinarian will pay dividends during your
dog’s annual examination. Once a baseline is established,
it’ll be easier for you to notice any changes in your
dog’s eating and drinking or urination and defecation
habits, a fluctuation in weight, or a shift in mobility
or field performance. Likewise, your veterinarian
can more readily diagnose any such behavioral or
health issues.

�Prevention is Paramount
To help prevent communicable diseases, fleas, ticks
and intestinal parasites in your dog, you and your
veterinarian should implement a comprehensive
vaccine and parasite prevention protocol. Year-round
heartworm protection also is recommended in all
U.S. geographic regions.

�Easy on the Eyes
Your dog works in environments ripe for eye injury,
so be on the lookout for irritation or injury after he
or she runs through brush, grass or weeds. Some
breeds are predisposed to conditions such as dry

eye, progressive retinal atrophy
and glaucoma, so it’s also a
good idea to talk with your
veterinarian to learn whether
your dog is at risk. 

�Polish Those Pearly Whites
Dental disease can be caused
by poor oral hygiene or foreign
bodies entering the mouth
during field work, wreaking
havoc on your dog’s mouth
and potentially causing other
systemic health issues. Cleaning your dog’s teeth
daily and following dog dental health basics are 
a must. 

�Ear to Ear
Besides routine checkups, you should also regularly
clean your dog’s ears, especially during the warmer
months when the incidence of ear infections across
breeds runs high due to frequent swimming. 

�Brush It Off
Grooming goes far beyond vanity. Frequently brush
your dog’s coat to maintain its vitality and remove
any debris or foreign material picked up in the field.
It also affords you the opportunity to look for fleas or
ticks that may have burrowed into your dog’s coat.

�Feed a Complete and Balanced Diet
Providing your dog with high quality, complete and
balanced nutrition, such as Purina Pro Plan SPORT
Performance 30/20 dog food is the cornerstone of
good health and field performance. It’s important
to feed the same food year-round, adjusting the
amount fed to maintain ideal body condition. In
fact, Purina’s landmark life span study in dogs
showed that dogs maintaining lean body condition
throughout their lives can help extend their life
span by nearly two years. For a dog in ideal body
condition, you should be able to easily feel the ribs
and view his or her waist behind the ribs, and an
abdominal tuck should be visible from the side.  �

HEAD-TO-TAIL PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE  
FOR YOUR DOG’S HEALTH
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Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful versatile 
hunting partner, developed through a performance based testing system 
and breeding program that enhance the overall conformation set forth 
by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
 Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more 
about a perfect blend of trainability, versatility 
and desire in your next hunting dog.

Like us and follow us on Facebook at North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR

The Original 
German Shorthair

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to 
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.
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And some other important stuff 
you really should think about reading... 
To all breeders: when submitting a litter registration please 
make sure to sign your application. Owners of both the sire and 
dam need to sign the application before you submit the registra-
tion application.

To all members: please keep your contact and mailing infor-
mation up to date.  Email the international office at navoffice@
navhda.org with any changes.

The International office is having problems reading many of the 
application requests for both registry and membership. Please 
type the application or write clearly, as this is very time con-
suming. Also, when attaching documents to the International of-
fice email for registrations, please attach a pdf file. Look at what 
you are attaching before sending, because the office is having 
problems getting blank applications, and the attachments are 
not readable. The files need to be 8x11, and not dark. 

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training 
tips and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum. 
Please send them to vhd@navhda.org.

Got something to sell? Why not advertise with us! We have 
VHD classifieds and regular ad sizes available through the NAVH-
DA store. For more information, go to our website (www.navhda.
org) under Advertise with Us for full details.

THE FORUM 

Photo of the Month

Kennel Name Applications 

These applications for registration of kennel names have been received by 
the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written and submitted to 
Lisa Pehur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520, Arlington Hts, IL 60006, 
on or before February 1, 2020. To obtain registration forms, write the 
Registrar at the above address or go to www.navhda.org. 

KENNEL NAME BREED OWNERS

CLASSIFIEDS 

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through 
the NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in 
the Pre-Pay VHD Ads section. All classified ads 
are limited to 35 words and price is $35.00 for all 
categories. Submission deadline for classifieds is 
the first of the month before the month of issue. For 
example: deadline for March issue is February 1st. 

GWP Repeat breeding of 2017 Breeders Award litter NA & UT PrI 
Sharpe’s Creek Jester NA & UT PrI Vom Woltjen Mademoiselle. Due Feb 
3/20 Two pups from the previous litter are NA & UT PrI already. Wissow-
er Klinken,Ken Vospet,Sharpe’s Creek, Super V Vom Woltjen bloodline. 
One of the most consistent NAVHDA lines. Accepting deposits—don’t be 
disappointed. Don Vanderlip donvanderlip@gmail.com.

FARM & KENNEL FOR SALE Located in Huron, Ohio, 43 acres of prime 
working dog training property. Licensed under the ODNR as a year round 
Dog Training area, 17 acres of crops, 18 acres of warm season grass and 
wind breaks to provide required cover and feed for resident pheasant. 
See website, www.MMLegacykennels.com, for hundreds of pictures of 
the dogs, kennel and property.

BAERENBACH  GS ANTHONY & DENISE ROSS
FUSSELMAN SM  CHARLES & MARIANNE FUSSELMANE
CHESAPEAKE BAY PP DANIEL C. LAWHORNE

Hunting With Nadia!

DUCHAUSSER NADIA DE LA POINT, GRIFFON, 

OWNED BY WES JEDRZEJCZYK, 

PHOTO BY CLAIRE PALMER.

CORRECTION:
The advertisement for Beastmeister

German Shorthaired Pointers on page 6 
of the December 2019 VHD listed an 

incorrect email address. Please contact 
Marsha Reifsteck at:

715-441-9431
marshareifsteck@yahoo.com
to reserve your Little Piece of Paradise

We apologize profusely for this error and 
for any confusion it may have caused.
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2020 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date Chapter/Location  Test Type Contact Telephone E-mail 
Feb 15-16 Texas TX NA Gregory Kadesch 817/271 7878 greg.kadesch@texasnavhda.org
Feb 22-23 Mid South GA NA/UPT/UT Margaret Anne Thompson 706/864 4988 maggiet65@gmail.com
Mar 7-8 Florida Palmetto FL NA/UPT/UT Danelle Snyder 321/750 7386 dysnyder58@gmail.com
Mar 13-15 Chattahoochee GA NA/UPT/UT Adam Mayo 256/590 2706 adammayo84@gmail.com
Mar 14-15 San Diego CA NA/UPT/UT Chelsea Coddington 917/748 4209 chelscodd6@gmail.com
Mar 14-15 Tarheel NC NA Kyley Googins-Caldwell 910/514 6059 kyley.googins@gmail.com
Mar 21-22 Carolinas NC NA/UPT/UT Kim Lewis 850/602 2515 klewis700@ymail.com
Mar 28-29 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease 703/765 5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Apr 18-19 Grand Canyon Of Arizona AZ NA/UPT/UT Ted Hamilton 928/713 6941 pudelpointerguy@msn.com
Apr 24-26 Wasatch Mountain UT NA Brenen Dye 801/372 9093 brenendye@gmail.com
May 1-3 Northern California CA NA/UPT/UT Erin Gregoire 707/338 3828 erindowdy@gmail.com
May 2-3 Zia NM NA/UPT/UT Linda Sanders 505/264 3050 lsanders2316@gmail.com
May 16-17 Minnesota MN NA Jacob Tillman 612/978 3898 jacobtillman80@gmail.com
May 16 Illowa IA NA/UPT/UT Michelle Wilbers 563/672 3291 brushdale.kennel@gmail.com
May 16-17 Wisconsin River WI NA/UPT/UT Anne Zeches 608/334 5022 atzforever@yahoo.com
May 17 Illowa IA NA Michelle Wilbers 563/672 3291 brushdale.kennel@gmail.com
May 29-31 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT Kathleen Aplikowski 612/597 3189 kathleen@peteandkathleen.com
May 30-31 Ontario Grand River ON NA Jan Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
May 30-31 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell 610/304 6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
Jun 5 Central Oregon OR UT Jeremy Davis 541/350 5189 jeremdavis@gmail.com
Jun 6-7 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Bryan Labuda 412/480 1932 gyno497@yahoo.com
Jun 6-7 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/778 4868 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Jun 6-7 Central Oregon OR NA/UT Jeremy Davis 541/350 5189 jeremdavis@gmail.com
Jun 6-7 Toronto Ontario ON NA James Harwood 905/767 8376 torontotestsecretary@gmail.com
Jun 13-14 Hoosier Hills IN NA/UPT/UT Amy Musia 812/985 7523 musiafineart@gmail.com
Jun 27-28 Black Hills Chapter WY NA/UPT/UT Lisa Uhrich 307/262 4089 lisa@wyowires.com
Jun 27-28 Central Dakota ND NA/UPT/UT Alison Schaper 701/870 1961 ali_schaper@hotmail.com
Aug 7-9 Alaska Yukon AK NA/UPT/UT Dori Hollingsworth 907/491 0393 dori@gci.net
Aug 14-16 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT Tammy Lynn Hill 218/263 3424 thhill@mchsi.com
Aug 14-16 Prairie Vista Navhda AB NA/UPT/UT Susan Ravenhill 587/834 5053 pudelpointerchick@gmail.com
Sep 4-6 Minnesota MN NA/UPT/UT Bryce Adams 651/387 8556 bryceadams059@gmail.com
Sep 11-13 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/778 4868 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 12-13 Ontario Grand River ON NA/UT Jan Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Sep 12-13 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Bryan Labuda 412/480 1932 gyno497@yahoo.com
Sep 12-13 Central Oregon OR UT Jeremy Davis 541/728 4376 jeremdavis@gmail.com
Sep 12-13 Minnesota MN NA Hunter Kamm 612/877 0005 hunterkamm@gmail.com
Sep 12-13 Hoosier Hills IN NA/UPT/UT Amy Musia 812/985 7523 musiafineart@gmail.com
Sep 12-13 Central Oregon OR NA Jeremy Davis 541/728 4376 jeremdavis@gmail.com
Sep 19-20 Toronto Ontario ON NA/UT James Harwood 905/767 8376 torontotestsecretary@gmail.com
Sep 19-20 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Christopher Orcutt 860/342 5724 corcutt01@comcast.net
Sep 26-27 Zia NM NA/UPT/UT Linda Sanders 505/264 3050 lsanders2316@gmail.com
Nov 14-15 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease 703/765 5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com

2020 NAVHDA Handler’s Clinic Calendar

Date Location/Chapter   Contact Telephone E-mail
Feb 29–Mar 1 Yuba City, CA/ Northern California  Erin Gregoire 707/338 3828 erindowdy@gmail.com
Feb 29–Mar 1 Tremonton,UT/ Wasatach Mountain  Brenen Dye 801/372 9093 brenendye@gmail.com
May 2-3 Hugo, MN/Minnesota   Pete Aplikowski 651/485 0055 pete@soldbypete.com
June 27-28 Mazomanie, WI/ Wisconsin River  Anne Zeches 608/334 5022 testsecretary@wrcnavhda.com
 
 

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA website at www.navhda.org.

NAVHDA Test Results

HOOSIER HILLS  10/13/2019  2019-0363    
Natural Ability   Breed   Mo - Yr   Pts   Prz   Owner 
BELL AVE’S ICE   GR  9.94 110  I   BENJAMIN R SCHLITZ 
BRAZEN POINT LIGHTENING STRYKES TWICE!   GR  9.87 100  III   RHONDA L LENT 
BRAZEN POINT’S RUGER UPLAND EXPLORER   GR  9.87 102  III   PETER CARIERA 

TEETH: MISSING 305   
DAWG ONALOG’S HUNTER’S AGENDA   GR  9.84 99  II   JEREMY GMAHL 

BITE: UNDERSHOT   
HUNTER’S MOON HERBIE FLAX   SM  8.52 94  None   LUKE A LOUDEN 

BITE: UNDERSHOT   
MUSTAIN’S JAKE DIE JAGERSKIRCHE   SM  12.00 108  I   BRIAN SCOTT SNELL 
NORTH SANTIAM’S DAKOTA DREAMIN   PP  11.84 108  II   RYAN IVERSON 
STELLA D’ORO   BI  11.65 112  I   LINDA A PADDOCK 
TRU POINT PENNY   SM  11.45 89  II   MICHAEL C POPE 

JUDGES:   ALLEN E GLOVER, DIANE CALANDRA, JOSEPH E STRONG 

POCONO MOUNTAIN 11/03/2019 2019-0381 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FRIEDELSHEIM’S MAGNOLIA GS 3.41 159 None JACOB T CARTWRIGHT
IWAN’S GRAYSON PP 2.50 162 III JOHN EDWARD SEMPOWSKI JR
MON YOUGH RIVERS’ CRYSTAL GS 3.38 187 III WILLIAM T PETRAGLIA
PAGESKA’S IB BATMAN GR 4.30 204 I DONALD TODT

BITE: BUTTBITE  
REMMEL VOM SCHLUSSSTEIN GS 5.02 185 II CRISTIN Q MURRAY

TESTES: NEUTERED  
VON SCHONHEITS ACE IN THE FIELD GS 5.93 172 None KEVIN S OSWALD

JUDGES:  RONALD J GRANAI, GLENN A BASKO, JOHN WOLFE

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/02/2019 2019-0382 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
OXBOW’S MYTHICAL CALLISTO PP 13.77 112 I CHAD W BUMB
OXBOW’S PERFECT STORM PP 7.87 110 I STEPHEN FOLLIN
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BARON VOM GATLIN CREEK GW 2.47 179 II SCOTT M HEATH

BITE: BUTTBITE & TESTES: NEUTERED  
COPPERSHOT’S BRASH HUCKLEBERRY GR 7.92 156 III MICHAEL J BROOKER

TESTES: NEUTERED  
FOOTHILLS BROWNIE PP 4.39 156 None STEPHEN C MILLS

TEETH: EXTRA 203-MISSING 303&403  
WINDCHIME’S NELSONS CHIEF GUNNERS  MATE GS 3.00 185 II JAMES M NELSON

JUDGES:  TODD ROCKHOLD, TRAVIS R MILLER, RANDALL S HANSON

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/03/2019 2019-0383 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AUTUMNWOODS STEADY POINTS DE RIVER GS 6.70 90 III CHARLES C EDWARDS
BLUEWATER’S TIKKA CHANCE ON ME VI 8.77 112 I HYRUM S JOHNSON IV
BULLET VOM ADLER FLUSS GW 10.17 112 I MARC J COHEN

TEETH:EXTRA 105  
FOOTHILLS LIBERTY PP 13.70 112 I DEVANT WAINRIGHT
LITTLE BIT OF DIESEL’S SPRING ROZE GR 14.73 39 None MADISON E HEATH

USED BIRD AT WATER: COAT JUDGE DRY  
OXBOW’S PIRATE SAILOR PP 7.90 112 I TED MALONE
PRAIRIE TROUTS YAEGER KAI PP 7.30 108 I SCOT HOLMAN
PRETTY PENNY BLIZZARD ES 7.47 95 III ROBERT A GORECKI II

JUDGES:  TODD ROCKHOLD, TRAVIS R MILLER, RANDALL S HANSON

INLAND EMPIRE 11/09/2019 2019-0385 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BB’S AUTO SM 13.97 112 I MATTHEW PHELPS
DUAL SHOT’S WASHOE ZEPHYR GW 4.73 94 II PAUL R BURNS

TEETH: PUPPY TEETH  
FLEMING’S CELTIC ROSE JUST A MICK IS 11.17 110 I TYLER H MITCHEL

BITE: UNDERSHOT 101  
GOOSE VALLEY’S ELEGANT ELSA GS 7.93 101 II GERARD A CHAREST
RIMROCKS JOHNNIE WALKER BLUE GS 8.07 100 II KIRT GILLILAND
SILVERBAY’S BORN THIS WAY! WM 13.27 112 I REBECCA L HARPER-GARDEA
SILVERBAY’S I WON’T BACK DOWN WM 13.27 103 II BRANDI N MURDIE
SILVERBAY’S SETTING THE WORLD ON FIRE WM 13.27 83 III JANA M DETEVIS
SNIPER IV GS 15.10 64 None ERNESTO MENDOZA

JUDGES:  RUTH A WEISS, GABRIEL D AWBREY, CLIFFORD J FLEMING

INLAND EMPIRE 11/10/2019 2019-0386 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
CACTUS COUNTRY GABRIELLE BB 11.97 84 None DANIEL MIRANDA

USED BIRD AT WATER -TEETH: EXTRA 105  
CJ’S JUST GUS GS 15.87 110 I JULIE MISCHKE-SMITH

BITE: BUTTBITE 101&401  
CJ’S ON THE ROAD AGAIN GS 15.87 112 I JULIE MISCHKE-SMITH
DUVALIN’S SIERRA NEVADA AT FDS GR 6.03 92 III H RICHARD BYRNE
JACKSON CREEKS FEATHER FOOT PP 12.67 104 II KEVIN POORE

BITE: UNDERSHOT  
STANDING STONES STEADY AS SHE GOES GS 13.67 93 III CAITLIN FLANAGAN

JUDGES:  RUTH A WEISS, GABRIEL D AWBREY, CLIFFORD J FLEMING

TARHEEL 11/23/2019 2019-0387 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ARLO VOM LEETHER-MOOR GW 2.73 197 I THONG LOR
LW FLATLANDS GUS ON POINT GS 6.03 192 II WESLEY J EVERMAN
LYSTLUNDS KALYPSO GS 2.39 143 None KYLEY J GOOGINS-CALDWELL
MAXIMUS LOR VOM LEETHER-MOOR GW 2.73 201 I SHOUA LOR

TEETH: MISSING 105&205  
OAK CREEK ARBOR JAMES GS 1.35 189 II BLAKE E HORST
RGK SASSY WALKER GS 5.98 175 II KYLEY J GOOGINS-CALDWELL

JUDGES:  TIMOTHY S CLARK, JACOB D BARTELLS, MICHAEL L NEIDUSKI

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/08/2019 2019-0388 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
COPPER WHISKEY GS 15.50 110 I DANIEL M MALONEY
ORE BANK’S ROUX NOELLE GR 10.43 112 I JUSTIN B GORDON
SOUTHERN FIRE’S SIR RUSTY OF LAKEVIEW GR 14.20 77 III ROBBIE L HOLZNER

USED BIRD AT WATER  
VERITY’S OYSTER CATCHER VI 12.00 84 None DALE TAYLOR

USED BIRD AT WATER-JUDGED COAT DRY  
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BOOTPOINTS BELLE AIRE OF BIENVENUE GS 2.83 122 None ANTHONY SAKOWSKI JR

BITE: BUTTBITE 102&402  
FRIEDELSHEM’S GOOSE CREEK LEXI GS 6.51 163 III ANTHONY SAKOWSKI JR

JUDGES:  JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI,  JONATHAN PARANJOTHY

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/09/2019 2019-0390 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ABBY V.DEN BRIARWOODS GS 15.17 94 III TRENTON BASS

USED BIRD AT WATER  
CHALK MOUNTAIN JAZZ PP 8.10 112 I ROD DEBIAS
STELLAR VISTA LOW TIDE AT MOBJACK GR 10.87 90 III DANA WEST
VERITY’S OYSTER POINT SHOAL VI 12.03 80 None CARL SANTTI JR

USED BIRD AT WATER  
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
KILLBUCK’S II KATHERINE PP 3.39 155 II ROXANN CRONER
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FRIEDELSHEIM’S ONE IN THE CHAMBER GS 4.67 172 III ERIC S MCGALLA

TEETH: EXTRA 105&205  
KILLBUCK’S II JAVA PP 3.54 204 I RYAN BYRD

JUDGES:  CHIP E BONDE, JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI, JONATHAN PARANJOTHY

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/10/2019 2019-0391 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AUTUMWOODS HARVEST MOON OF ZODIAK GS 6.93 99 II JOHN A LEHMAN

TEETH: MISSING 305  
CHALK MOUNTAIN SCOUT PP 8.13 112 I HOWARD P MONSOUR JR
MOCKINGBIRD’S EVER THERE CAROLINA WREN GS 12.87 92 III BRYNN E BROSS
ORE BANK’S CHRISTMAS DAY ELLA GR 10.50 99 II MATTHEW PARKS
SOUTHERN FIRE’S MARY LOUISE GR 14.27 72 None WILLIAM F CIPRIANI
SOUTHPAWS PERFECT STORM WM 15.67 112 I JEFFREY S MARSHALL
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
MOUNTAINS FURY BLACK BRIAR GS 2.51 176 None JEFFERY L BORDWELL
ONE ACRE WOOD LUCKY PT 2.86 161 None WILLIAM B RECTOR III

JUDGES:  CHIP E BONDE, JOSEPH S ZAWADOWSKI, JONATHAN PARANJOTHY

LONE STAR 12/06/2019 2019-0392 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ENDEAVOR’S CHARLIE GS 13.16 106 II TONY MILLER

BITE: BUTTBITE  
GLORIA VOM FENCO GW 8.19 112 I FRANKLIN D BRYANT
JOSEPH PROMISE LAND PT 14.74 104 III WILLIAM M HENDERSON

BITE: UNDERSHOT  
LAND RUNS HARRY PORTER PP 10.16 112 I FRED L BURNSIDE

TESTES: NEUTERED  
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
GASTON VON BEAVERHAUSEN GR 1.87 126 None DANIEL WALL
KUIU’S BEARDED HONEY BADGER GR 2.62 146 III WILLIAM H BAXTER

BITE: BUTTBITE 101&401  
MILLER’S POINT PURDEY OF HEDGEROW SP 1.52 152 None WILLIAM G MILLER JR

JUDGES:  JOHN MOFFETT, RUTH A WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

LONE STAR 12/07/2019 2019-0393 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ATTICUS DEL RIO CONCHO AVE BURLANDO GS 5.67 201 I MARK P SANTOS
CEDARWOODS PI P R TEXAS PP 1.70 195 I STEPHEN W LUNDY
GRACE VOM HIDDEN CREEK GS 3.77 163 None W BRICE COTTONGAME

LEFT GAME AT DUCK SEARCH  
GRIFFS SOUTHERN LADY GW 2.26 193 III RYAN J MCINTOSH
LEIA’S PADME V REITERALM WM 4.64 202 I VALERIE M ARRIS
MUELLER’S BLACK STAR TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS GW 5.01 200 II RYAN J MCINTOSH

JUDGES:  JOHN MOFFETT, RUTH A WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

LONE STAR 12/08/2019 2019-0394 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ASTRID VOM HOLTVOGT GS 10.97 92 III JAMES D TALLEY

USED BIRD AT WATER  
BROWN BULLET’S APOLLO PP 11.03 96 III ALLEN HOLTH
COLT VOM HINTERLAND GS 6.81 100 III JORDAN P SMITH
ELLA VOM WUSTENPUNKT GS 9.00 92 None MATTHEW HILL

TEETH: EXTRA 105&205  
GRAND VALLEY’S ACE GR 13.06 68 None JOHN CASTANEDA

USED BIRD AT WATER  
HUNGRY RIDGE SHOT THROUGH THE HEART GS 8.03 104 III JAMES D TALLEY

JUDGES:  JOHN MOFFETT, RUTH A WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER



www.navhda.org 

1/20 

NAVHDA 
PO Box 520 
Arlington Heights, IL 60006-0520 
United States of America 

Periodical 
Postage Paid

at Arlington Hts, IL 
and Additional 

 Offices 

Written by experts for  experts  
and those who want to be. 
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com  
to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of 
The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.
Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

As a member of NAVHDA,  you want  

your versatile dog to do it all. For  

20 years, The Pointing Dog Journal  

has been helping hunting dog

owners do just that.

call 844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

Seek, Point, & Retrieve

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special  
$5 savings off our regular subscription  
price – so you can get yours for only $21.95  
for six issues!

• 6 great issues a year

• Special e-mail articles of our  
Traveling Wingshooter gamebird forecasts

• Access to our exclusive online content  
that includes a bulletin board, articles,  
and video shooting tips.


