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President’s Message 
By Dave Trahan 
Deerfield, New Hampshire 

Tremendous
Growth & Progress!
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What a year of tremendous growth and prog-
ress! NAVHDA experienced unparalleled 
growth this year, with our membership now 

exceeding 10,000. This is due in large part to the suc-
cess of our many chapters who, through their tests, 
training days, and social events, attracted a record 
number of new members. I can’t thank you enough 
for getting the word out about our great organization 
and showing new people what the NAVHDA family 
is all about! As you’ll see in the Officer and Director 
reports in this issue, NAVHDA is in tremendous shape: 
financially we are doing great, the registry and testing 
are at an all-time high, our Social Media presence con-
tinues to grow and expose new people to our organi-

zation, the Invitational was a huge success with over 
200 dogs run over seven days of testing, our Sponsor 
relationships remain strong and productive, and the 
VHD magazine continues to thrive thanks to the many 
members who submitted articles this year. Finally, as 
I mentioned last month, we are in the final stage of 
hiring a Managing Director, who will be involved in 
both the day-to-day operations and the execution of 
several exciting initiatives designed to make members’ 
experience even better! 

Thanks to each and every one of you for making 
NAVHDA what it is: The premier hunting dog orga-
nization in North America. Happy holidays to you all; 
together let’s make 2022 even better!
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A Versatile 
Place

By Anna Lyon
Wayne, Maine

About The Cover
SERPENTINE FOR WATER TESTS ON THE 
PROPERTY IN SMITHFIELD, MAINE
Photo by Anna Lyon

There is little more prized to a bird or waterfowl 
hunter than a sweet hunting spot. Second to that, 
perhaps, would be a place to train your versatile 

hunting dog.
“Early on, my father instilled in me the importance of 

access to land, which is becoming harder to get,” said 
Andy Doak, president of the Sebasticook Chapter of 
NAVHDA. “Land access will always be a problem as 
time goes on. The writing was on the wall, so we want-
ed to be ahead of the curve.”

Doak and founding chapter members made land ac-
quisition a top priority since forming it in 1999. That 
dream became reality in 2020 as the chapter purchased 
100 acres of open field and waterfront in Smithfield, 
Maine and became the first NAVHDA chapter to own 
its own training and testing grounds.

“We recognized that it was becoming very difficult for 
chapters in general to locate testing and training grounds. 

Even public land fell under the potential political pres-
sures and could be changed at a moment’s notice,” said 
Bob England, the chapter’s director of judging.

“When we first started the chapter in 1999, the goal 
was to buy property so we could take and run our dogs,” 
said Director of Training Dan Albert. The Sebasticook 
Chapter was an offshoot of the Yankee Chapter, which 
was becoming crowded, and it was harder for members 
to get as much training time as they wanted.

Initial meetings with potential donors were not prom-
ising. “We were extremely unsuccessful,” said Greg 
McNeal, former board member who, with previous 
President Peter Wade, met with potential donors about 
investing in the land. “People didn’t see the benefit. 
‘What’s in it for me?’”

Meanwhile, the chapter had been using land in Smith-
field for training and testing for more than 10 years. The 
landowners, Steve and Joanie Greer, freely allowed the 

ANDY DOAK PROUDLY CLAIMING 
OUR FOREVER HOME.

ANNA LYON © 2022
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teer Rick Thompson, who recalls the many fund-raisers 
in the early days.

Hosting the Annual Meeting in Portland, Maine, was 
a smooth process, thanks to guidance from NAVHDA 
International in planning, accommodations and, ulti-
mately, success, said Michael Picher, chapter vice pres-
ident, who also credited many other chapters for con-
tributing to the auction and raffle donations.

“I committed myself to say this is the right place for 
our chapter for the future. I never wavered in making 
that happen. I never felt we were going to fail at this 
process. I pushed that (commitment) to the member-
ship,” said Doak. “The key is never believing you will 
not be successful.”

“I truly believed if we raised between 50 and 75 per-
cent of the cost, that would be the turning point. There 
would be a change for those who feel this is going to 
be a stretch,” said Doak. And, when they reached that 
point, all the members pitched in. Doak points out that 
nearly 100 percent of people who donated had a con-
nection to NAVHDA.

When the NAVHDA Annual Meeting was said 
and done, the Chapter had raised $145,000 of the 
$150,000. It still needed $5,000 plus operating costs 
in the bank. Board members donated a significant 

amount of money and at the member’s meeting addi-
tional funds were raised. 

“That put us in a position where we felt comfort-
able to write a check and have the operating funds we 
needed as well,” says Doak. In March 2020, the Sebas-
ticook Chapter officially wrote the check and the deed 
was transferred to Sebasticook Chapter NAVHDA – 
Paid in full.

“I didn’t have any concerns that we couldn’t do it. 
I think the leadership team led,” says Picher. “Andy’s 
a strong leader who had a good vision. And we had a 
good team formed.”

Timing is everything: The Annual Meeting was 
a huge success and dodged a bullet, having taken 
place just two months before Covid-19 put an end 
to all large gatherings. In the meantime, the chapter 
pulled together the final pieces, wrote the check for 
the land and, with minutes to spare before the Som-
erset County Registry of Deeds closed Friday night, 
registered the deed. The following week, Covid shut 
everything down. “There were so many things that 
fell into place.”

“How incredibly lucky we were with the timing,” 
Picher said.

“It’s clean living my friend. We just made it happen,” 

chapter to use it. Six years ago they approached chap-
ter members to let them know they wanted to sell the 
property and offered them first opportunity to buy it. If 
the chapter hadn’t taken them up on the offer, it would 
need to find another training ground. “He wanted us 
to buy it,” said Doak. “This was our chance.”

“The Greers really worked with us. They wanted us 
to have this place. They didn’t want it to be developed,” 
said Albert, who thinks it would have likely become a 
solar farm if the chapter hadn’t bought it.

“They wanted to give us a chance to purchase because 
he and his wife liked what we were doing. It was a child-
hood piece of property that he visited while in summer 
camp as a youth,” said Bob England. In 2016, the chap-
ter started working to buy the property with $10,000 
in the bank. $150,000 was still a long way off. “People 
thought we were crazy,” said Doak.

The Smithfield property wasn’t the only property 
looked at, but it provided the best combination of field 
and water. Previous training grounds had field but no 
water or steep fields with obstructions that presented 
safety concerns or neighbors too close. Past President 
Malcolm Charles generously allowed the chapter to use 
his land for water tests and training but, not unexpect-
edly, that was no longer the best option when he passed 
away two years ago. 

Initially, the chapter hired a professional consultant 
for guidance in fund-raising and grant-writing. “It 
didn’t get us where we needed to be but started us on 
the pledge process,” said Doak. 

“It was in some ways not well spent but in other ways 
it was good because that was the turning point,” said 
England, of the consultant’s recommendation for get-
ting member pledges. “We knew what to do.”

First, they asked members to pledge a $1,000 dona-
tion over three years, or an amount they could com-
fortably afford. After the three years, they were halfway 
there. When it came time to broaden the net and seek 
donations from outside the membership, the persistent 
question was, “What happens to the money I give you if 
you don’t make it?”

“People just had to believe,” said Doak.
In 2018, NAVHDA opened the bid process for its 

2020 Annual Meeting, which was due to be held in 
the east. To the Sebasticook Chapter, this presented 
an incredible fund-raising opportunity. The chapter 
submitted a bid in hopes of pushing the project over 
the top. 

Next came 18 months of planning and executing the 
event. The chapter fell short of the purchase and sale 
deadline but by negotiating with the landowners they 
were able to have it extended just long enough to get 
over the finish line.

The Sebasticook members had the motivation and 
drive, knowing it was the right thing to do, and pursued 
the project like a dog with a bone. “They were part of 
something much bigger than just us and training our 
dogs,” said Doak.

“This was a great acquisition. I’m so glad we did it. It 
makes it great for the members,” said longtime volun-

 MICHAEL PICHER © 2022

NATIONAL ANTHEMS AND SCORE 
READING AT OUR FALL TEST.

ANNA LYON © 2022
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Unparalleled  Protection
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said Wade. “We have it really, really nice. As long as 
nothing changes, we can run our dogs forever.”

Now that the chapter members are landowners, in-
terest and activity have increased, as has the potential 
for burnout of officers and core member volunteers. At 
the upcoming Sebasticook Chapter Annual Meeting in 
December, the executive board will need to reach out to 
members to broaden participation as volunteers. Things 
will need to change. Some members have been putting 
many hours into many jobs, everything from proper-
ty maintenance to raising birds and new members may 
need to step in to relieve them.

“What won’t change is the opportunity for Sebasti-
cook to always own and use this piece of land.” Said 
Doak. “The long-term strategy is first and foremost to 
maintain access and manage it fairly.”

Volunteer work has been important. At this point, 
members are asked to volunteer eight hours a year. 
Doak said the process may evolve. 

Since purchase, the dilapidated horse stable structure 
has been torn down and in its place a puppy pond has 
emerged. The ‘80s era cabin on the Serpentine Stream, 
which serves as a viewing and staging area for utility 
water events, has been restored and sports a new roof. 
At the water area, England built a deep cedar outhouse 

that smells surprisingly pleasant inside. Outside, both 
the outhouse and the cabin feature siding cutouts of 
pointing dogs and birds, crafted by his wife, Allison.

The volunteer work has had a side benefit of bringing 
the membership closer together. Over the winter, chap-
ter members constructed and installed wood duck boxes 
along the Serpentine and had a great time doing it.

“It takes a village,” said Wade. “Everyone has a dif-
ferent skill. When building the wood duck boxes, we 
were all laughing and joking. It brought a lot of people 
together, not training dogs, just building something to 
make it better.”

Going forward, the land is available for others to en-
joy. A father and son who want to fish would be wel-
come to use the water area, Doak said, as an example. 
But those who want to work and train their dogs would 
need to join the Sebasticook Chapter and NAVHDA In-
ternational and participate in the work needed to keep 
it viable. The chapter was happy to lease it to a spaniel 
group for a field test weekend this summer. It’s such ar-
rangements that help pay the bills and fit in perfectly 
with the chapter’s goals.

“It is important for us to understand and ensure that 
those who come after us will always have this opportu-
nity,” said Doak.

THE CABIN NEAR THE WATER AREA, 
BEFORE AND AFTER RENOVATION.
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Annual Reports
Vice President: Bob Hauser 
Pembine, Wisconsin 

Treasurer: Rick Holt 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania  

Secretary: Angie Coenen
Richland Center, Wisconsin

Forty young men and women were supported by the 
Youth Testing Incentive Program in 2019, as well as 40 
in 2020. I am pleased to report that in 2021, 68 han-
dlers, averaging 13 years old, received $7,707 through 
the Testing Incentive Program to offset 75% of the entry 
fee. Seven chapters were supported through the Youth 
Events Program, and nine youths were funded to attend 
Aims and Rules Clinics. The total expenditure for 2021 
NAVHDA youth programs was $23,894.

Kudos to the NAVHDA Youth Committee, comprised 
of the following members who have all served for the 
past five years – Shae Birkey, Brad Bischof, Jason Carter, 
Karen Krautz, Tom Swezey, Julie Towers (Chair), and 
Ruth Weiss. This is a great group that spends a lot of time 
making the youth programs work so successfully. 

Thanks to all who participated in the membership sur-
vey conducted in late 2021. Findings will be reported 
later, but some general results remind us of the profile 
of a typical NAVHDA member, who owns one or two 
dogs, and who places significant value on the chapter ex-
perience and on the ability of the testing system to deter-
mine a dog’s hunting potential. Of course, this profile of 
the typical member is not “breaking news.”  But, in my 
opinion, NAVHDA’s past success and growth are mostly 
a result of serving that typical member well, and it will 
behoove us to keep the service to that member front and 
central in future decisions, practices, and policies. That 
exceptional service is what makes NAVHDA the premier 
sporting dog organization, and your feedback -- solicited 
or not -- helps keep us on that track.

While the preceding comments might sound like a 
veiled platform for future service on the Executive Coun-
cil, know that 2022 will be my last year on the EC. There 
are many reasons for this that would only bore you. But 
an important parting observation is that current EC mem-
bers are truly among the most industrious and creative 
colleagues whom I have had the pleasure of working with 
during 14 years on the Council. It’s been fun.

Happy 2022.

Happy New Year! In 2021 The 53rd NAVHDA Annual 
Meeting was supposed to be held in Ontario, Califor-
nia hosted by the Inland Empire Chapter, but because of 
travel restrictions, the NAVHDA Executive Council had 
decided to hold the meeting virtually. Overall, our first 
virtual meeting was a success with well over 100 mem-
bers joining our virtual format. Highlights and record-
ings of the virtual meeting can be found on the NAVHDA 
website https://www.navhda.org/annual-meeting/  We are 

excited that we will have the opportunity to gather again 
as a group for our 53rd Annual Meeting on January 
28-29, 2022 in Ontario, California. The Inland Empire 
Chapter graciously agreed to host the meeting for 2022.  
Thank you, to Pete Hollenhorst, Scott Seyfarth, and the 
entire Inland Empire Chapter for putting on this year’s 
meeting. The chapter has put a ton of work to date in 
planning, please plan to attend and support the chapter. 
More information can be found on the chapter website 
https://www.navhda2022.com. 

The 2021 NAVHDA Invitational was a huge success. 
Over seven days we tested 204 dogs. Eighteen months 
prior, and leading up to the 2021 Invitational, a commit-
tee of twelve met monthly in a collective effort to host not 
only the biggest Invitational to date but also the best!  I 
am happy to say we did it, and all the thanks go to our 
2021 Invitational Committee and the Hawkeye Chap-
ter. Huge praise goes out to our Program Manager - Deb 
Stott, Test Secretary - Mike Neiduski, Travel Coordinator 
- Karen Krautz, Volunteer Chair - Annie Nuss, Test Mar-
shall - Gary Engebretson, Grounds Marshall - Steve Kos-
micki, Judges Chair - Mark Whalen, and Chip Bonde, 
as well as our local Hawkeye Chapter representatives 
Pete Brenneman, Kelly Bryan, and Randy Meester! Also, 
thank you to the entire Hawkeye chapter that worked 
tirelessly for a week straight to pull off testing two years 
of qualified dogs. 

The 2022 Invitational Committee, led by Deb Stott, 
has already met several times in preparation for the 2022 
Invitational on brand new grounds at The Ranches in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico hosted by the Zia Chapter 
on September 15-18, 2022. Please check the NAVHDA 
website throughout the year to see how you can help. As 
always, we need volunteers so please consider helping at 
one of the most prestigious dogs testing events. Watch 
the website and social media on how you can help and 
thank you! 

Mark your calendar for future Invitationals. The 
2023 Invitational will be held September 14-17, 2023 
and will be hosted by the Buckeye Chapter held at the 
Mingo Sportsman Club in Ohio. Then September 12-
15, 2024 we will be back in Grinnell, Iowa and the 
Hawkeye chapter has agreed again to host us! Thank 
you to all the chapters and volunteers that help each 
year to pull off the Invitational!

Another very exciting and rewarding project I was a 
part of this year is the Anisfield-Wilson Track2Wing proj-
ect. In 2021 the committee awarded 11 chairs that will 
give hunting sports enthusiasts with mobility issues the 
opportunity to hunt with bird dogs. Applications are now 
open and will run until the end of March 2022. For more 
information, please email track2wing@gmavt.net! Thank 

The second year of the pandemic created different chal-
lenges for our membership, but due to the passion and 
dedication of our membership we have flourished. The In-
vitational, certainly, with over 200 dogs was an example 
of this—a great job by everyone. 

There will be a complete financial report at the Annual 
Meeting , and a report will also be published in the VHD. 
We did have a very successful year financially. With mem-
bership hovering above 10,000 members we are finally 
in a stable financial position to hire a managing director 
and, as of this writing, we are close to doing just that. This 
will help take our organization to the next level, with bet-
ter communication, more timely completion of projects, 
more efficient office procedures, and improved data access 
and availability. As this organization grows it is imper-
ative that we beef up our infrastructure. However, it is 
the membership that makes this organization great. The 
amount of volunteer hours at all levels is astronomical, 
from chapter officers and members to judges and commit-
tee members we have become the premiere versatile hunt-
ing dog organization in the world. A special mention to 
our NAVHDA breeders and the dogs they produce—this 
is what makes our organization so very special. I thank 
you all!

Each year in January, with help from Maria Principato 
and the Finance Committee, we prepare a preliminary an-
nual budget (projected income/expense) to be reviewed, 
altered if necessary and ratified by the Executive Council 
at the Annual Meeting. This budget is our financial blue-
print for the year.  As of this writing (December 2021) we 
are on target to achieve another solid, fiscal year profit 
for 2020.  In addition to the profit for this year, NAVH-
DA has available retained earnings, in short-term interest 

bearing accounts, which would cover all normal expenses 
for at least a six month period should the need arise. 

Attaining our budgetary goal doesn’t just happen.  It is 
the result of dedicated, productive efforts by our Central 
Office staff, prudent management by our Officers and Di-
rectors and by countless hours of donated time by many, 
many members whose passion is NAVHDA.

Our Life Membership Account’s (The Johnnie Shulkey 
Fund) current value is just over $675,000.00.  This num-
ber represents life membership dollars along with the 
investment earnings that have accumulated on the life 
membership dues over the years.  Our Life Membership 
investment portfolio is invested according to our financial 
policy that was adopted in 2019.

The Youth Development Fund has grown to over 
$271,000.00.  This fund has been invested in a mix of 
5-year government agency bonds, 10-year government 
agency bonds and S&P 500 index, mutual funds. Our 
Youth Programs continue to be successful with the income 
earned by this fund.  During 2020, well over $10,000.00 
of additional contributions have been made to the Youth 
Development Fund. It should be noted that NAVHDA 
members contributed significantly to the program when 
they paid their annual membership. I would like to thank 
everyone who made additional contributions to NAVH-
DA this year. 

Many thanks to the finance committee John Wolfe, Ter-
ry Wilson, Wight Greger and Bob Hauser for volunteering.  
The Finance Committee advises the Board, who is respon-
sible for the oversight of the preparation of NAVHDA’s 
budget, and the allocation of its resources among its sev-
eral programs to achieve both sustainability and growth.  
The Finance Committee shall supervise the custody and 
control of all securities and investments of NAVHDA. 

I am pleased to report that it appears that support by 
our current sponsors looks excellent for the upcoming 
year.  We truly appreciate the generous support of our 
Exclusive Sponsors:  Purina ProPlan, Garmin/Tri-Tron-
ics, Ugly Dog Hunting, our Corporate Sponsor, Dakota 
283 and our Conservation Partners: Pheasant Forever 
and Quail Forever and The Ruffed Grouse Society. These 
folks have been very generous to NAVHDA and I would 
recommend that all NAVHDA members patronize and 
support these organizations. 

Finally, it has been a pleasure to serve NAVHDA in my 
fifth year as treasurer.  I have been blessed to work with 
excellent EC members and equally excellent and dedicat-
ed NAVHDA members.  In closing, a special thanks to 
Maria, Marion and Cheryl of the Central Office. Their 
help was invaluable. Hopefully, the effects of the pandem-
ic will continue to wind down. I am sure we all look for-
ward to a “normal” year of testing and training. 

you to Nancy Anisfield and Terry Wilson for creating this 
opportunity for individuals with mobility issues!

 This year is an election year. All the rules and regula-
tions for this year’s election can be found on pages four 
and five of our Bylaws on the website. More informa-
tion will be forthcoming on this year’s election but in the 
meantime, if any members have any questions on the up-
and-coming election please let me know. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Secretary 
this past year! Thank you to all who I volunteered with 
to make this organization the very best we can. So many 
more great things to come from our organization but in 
the meantime give your four-legged hunting buddy an ex-
tra scratch behind the ear and a toss of a dummy or stick, 
because our hunting dogs are why we are all connected!
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Director of Testing: Daniel Wittman 
Surprise, Arizona 

Director of Judge Development: Mark Whalen 
Poolesville, Maryland   
As of this writing, NAVHDA chapters held 454 sanc-
tioned tests in 2021, which is significantly higher than 
the 338 tests in 2020. I would personally like to thank 
each of the 154 judges for their many volunteer hours 
of service to consistently and fairly evaluate the perfor-
mance of the 3,503 dogs tested. Their efforts translate 
into 1,362 judging days, not including travel days which 
can easily add another 800 days. The time commitment 
these dedicated men and women devote to judging for 
NAVHDA represents a significant amount of time away 
from their family and work. Of those 154 Judges, 75 are 
Senior Judges, of those 75 Senior Judges 27 are also Clin-
ic Leaders. I would also like to thank and recognize our 
34 Apprentice Judges. Becoming a NAVHDA Judge is not 
easy, it takes a high degree of time and commitment, but I 
can assure you it will be worth it in the end. Today’s Ap-
prentice Judges are the future of our organization. Again, 
as we went through another Covid year, we had countless 
judges step up and take on extra assignments so that tests 
could proceed as scheduled. We had several judges and 
apprentice judges who went above and beyond this year, 
for that we are truly grateful. I want to also thank and 
recognize Dan Wittman, our Director of Testing, for his 
countless hours of work this year. Dan worked tirelessly 
to move judges around, speak with test secretaries, and 
get on the phone with me, so that we could test as many 
dogs as possible. This was again not a normal testing year 
as we tried to adjust to the ever-changing pandemic envi-
ronment. I would also like to thank each and every han-
dler that put their dog under judgment this year. Without 
handlers training and testing their dogs NAVHDA would 
not exist. 

This year’s Invitational was unprecedented to say the 
least. What was traditionally a four day test turned into a 
seven day test and 204 dogs were tested. There were many 
hours of conference calls that went into the planning 
the event. The Invitational Committee and the Hawk-
eye Chapter worked extremely hard to make this event 
a huge success. I also want to recognize the 33 Senior 
Judges who judged at the Invitational this year. Many of 
them were there all week, many came a day or two early 
to set up the test as well. Each day of Invitational test-
ing requires 15 Judges, which does not include alternates. 
This equates to conservatively 120 judging hours per day. 

I would also like to recognize the Judging and Testing 
Committee. Phil Swain, Apprentice Judge Program Man-
ager; Brian Thoman, Acting Senior Judge Program Man-
ager; Dan Wittman, Director of Testing; Steve Kosmicki, 
Member at Large; Roy Ames, Member at Large, and Ap-
prentice Coordinators Mike Melotik, Ruth Weiss, Peter 
Wade and Tom Swezey. I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank each one of them for the time they dedicate 

to work on behalf of NAVHDA. It is my pleasure and 
honor to work with all of you.

The 2022 Judges Workshop will be held virtually this 
year on Sunday, February 27 at 3:00pm Eastern Stan-
dard Time. We will use Microsoft Teams as the platform 
for the workshop and you will be able to use your tablet, 
PC, laptop, or any smart device, as well as dial in from 
your phone. The workshop will be no more than three 
hours in length. Everyone will receive an invitation and 
agenda shortly. Please save the date.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of 
our sponsors for their continued support of NAVHDA: 
Purina ProPlan, Ugly Dog Hunting, Garmin/Tri-Tron-
ics, and Dakota 283, and our conservation partners, the 
Ruffed Grouse Society and Pheasants and Quail Forever.

NAVHDA is a volunteer organization. The individual 
members, the local chapters and the Executive Council 
all volunteer countless hours to help NAVHDA achieve 
its goals. Thank you.

The NAVHDA community once again successfully com-
pleted another testing year under difficult conditions. 
The Home Office staff, judges, test secretaries, Executive 
Council, local chapters/volunteers and members that 
ran dogs should all be commended. It seemed during 
the months of August and September I was speaking 
to the Director of Judges (Mark Whalen) at least once 
a day. He has been a great partner especially over the 
last two years. In 2021 there was a shift to use local 
judges as much as possible because North America was 
still dealing with travel and state/province restrictions. 
Please note that judging teams for 2022 should contin-
ue to be local. At some point NAVHDA will return to 
having out of region judges, but the 2022 testing season 
will have the same judging protocols as 2021.

There was an increase of 613 dogs tested when com-
paring year over year. A whopping 563 more Natural 
Ability dogs were tested this year compared to last year.

• Invitational Test/ Dogs Not Included in Total Count
• There were 206 Dogs Tested at the 2021 Invitational

Eleven chapters in Canada held tests in 2021. They were 
able to evaluate 273 dogs. This was amazing considering 

the border between the USA and Canada was closed 
most of the year. The Prairie Vista Chapter had five 
tests in 2021, the most for a Canadian chapter.  The 
Ontario Grand River, Prairie Vista, Quebec City and 
Toronto NAVHDA Chapters each judged 35 dogs 
during the 2021 testing season. This was the highest 
number of dogs evaluated for chapters in Canada.

Seventy-five chapters in the Unites States held tests 
in 2021. The judges viewed 3,032 dogs. The Min-
nesota Chapter had 16 tests this year. The St Croix 
Chapter came in second holding 12 tests with third 
place tied between Midwest Tri State and Heartland, 
each holding 11 NAVHDA tests. Top Dog goes to 
the Minnesota Chapter as they ran 127 dogs through 
their 16 tests.

The year in review provided some fun testing data-
points. The average age for dogs testing NA was 11.5 
months. That is very similar to last year even though 
we had an age waiver in 2020. The dogs that ran UPT 
this year had an average age of 2 years 8 months. The 
UT dogs in 2021 had an average age of 3 years and 7 
months. I also looked at the Invitational dogs’ aver-
age age knowing some dogs waited an extra year to 
run. At the 2021 Invitational the average dog age was 
5 years old. The German Shorthaired Pointer was the 
most tested breed totaling 1,116 which makes up 
32% of all dogs tested. The Pudelpointer was sec-
ond with 574 dogs tested making up 16.5% of the 
testing numbers. Third place goes to all those that 
tested their Wirehaired Pointing Griffon. They tested 
518 dogs or 15% of the total number of dogs tested 
in 2021. So how were the results this year? Natu-
ral Ability dogs earned a prize 85% of the time with 
45% being a Prize I. The dogs that ran UPT in 2021 
prized 55% of the time with 6% earning a prize I. For 
the Utility Test, 74% of the dogs tested prized with 
26% being a Prize I. When looking at the total num-
ber of Utility dogs tested by breed and the percent of 
those dogs earning a Prize I score the results got pret-
ty interesting. German Shorthaired Pointers earned a 
UT Prize I score 29.5% of the time. Right there with 
the GSP was the Vizsla. They earned a Prize I score 
on the Utility test 28% of the time. A big shout out to 
all those red dog owners!

 I joined NAVHDA in 1996 and it has always been 
the great people of this organization that continue 
to make it the best hunting dog club decade after 
decade. The membership has now reached 10,000. 
Thanks to everyone over the years who have helped 
get us to this point. A volunteer club does not grow 
and prosper without a dedicated membership.

Test Year # of Tests NA Dogs UPT DOGS UT DOGS Total Dogs
2020 338 1939 47 706 2692
2021 433 2502 84 719 3305

RUFFEDGROUSE SOCIETY.ORG

JOIN TODAY 
1-888-564-6747

Join the Movement uniting conservationists 
to improve wildlife habitat and forest health. 
Become a member today!
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Director of Promotions: Andy Doak
Vassalboro, Maine  

Director of Publications: Tim Otto
Flemington, New Jersey  

Registrar: Lisa Pehur
Milford, Michigan
Last year was a very good year for NAVHDA’s Registry.  
We had a handful of items we wanted to accomplish and 
I’m happy to report we were able to complete the items 
on our list.  Here are some examples of what we’ve been 
working on in 2021: 

1) Update and improve our Policies & Procedures. 
We noted that searching information from our Regis-
tered Kennel Names database could be very confusing 
if a kennel name became inactive and was later re-ac-
tivated by someone else.  The new policy does not al-
low the reuse of an inactive registered kennel name if 
that kennel produced a litter using the kennel name they 
owned and is now inactive.  This will address some of 
the confusion for those researching pedigrees.     

2) Help members navigate and search the NAVHDA 
registry database.  
This was accomplished by a three-part series of arti-
cles published in the VHD magazine written by Todd 
Rockhold and Randy Hanson. Todd and Randy did a 
fantastic job on this project and received some really 
nice compliments.  The goal was to help members learn 
more about what type of information is available in the 
NAVHDA database and how to search for that data. 
We hope to provide more of this type of information in 
2022.   

3) Implement ideas for improving our NAVHDA pedigrees.  
This year we targeted adding more Breeder’s Award 
information to our pedigrees.  This award goes to the 
breeders of litters whose progeny met all the NAVHDA 
requirements for the award in NA, UT, or IT tests.  We 
are now recognizing these awards on the pedigrees of 
the dogs that earned the awards and the sires and dams 
that produced these dogs.  Below are the three Breeder’s 
Award examples that now appear on NAVHDA ped-
igrees and will also include the number of awards for 
each level of testing and links to that information.
• Breeder’s Award Litter (dogs that participated in earn-

ing a Breeder’s Award)
• Dam of Breeder’s Award (dam of the dogs that partic-

ipated in earning Breeder’s Awards)
• Sire of Breeder’s Award (sire of the dogs that partici-

pated in earning Breeder’s Awards)
   

We are very pleased with each of these changes and are 
committed to continuing on this same path for 2022.  
We welcome your suggestions for future articles and/or 
projects.

We also had a great year in terms of dogs and litters 
registered with NAVHDA in 2021.  The number of dogs 
and litters registered for the past 7 years appears below.

Registry Numbers for 2021
(All numbers are through November for the year stated)

  

We’re looking forward to another good year in 2022 
and more good things to come from the Registry!

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021  
Registered Dogs  3148 3704 3864 4097 4291 4519 5628  
Litters Registered  510 562 576 634 654 639 792

2021 was yet another exceptional year for NAVHDA. 
Each year when I sit down to summarize what has hap-
pened with respect to membership numbers, the number 
of new chapters, and the support from our sponsors, I 
am continually amazed at one common denominator: 
steady, constant growth every year. 

For the first time our total membership number has 
topped over 10,000 members, with the current number 
as of this writing at 10,242. That equates to a 10.9 per-
cent growth in membership for the year. 

Additionally, NAVHDA sanctioned a total of four 
new chapters for 2021 and one additional chapter has 
applied and is currently being reviewed. New chapters 
were established in Kentucky, Alaska, New Jersey and 
North Carolina. 

Our support from our Corporate Sponsors and 
Conservation Partners continued to be unwavering 
in 2021. Purina ProPlan, Garmin International, and 
Ugly Dog Hunting all remained exclusive sponsors, 
while Dakota283 continued as a corporate sponsor. 
Pheasants Forever & Quail Forever as well as Ruffed 
Grouse Society continued as conservation partners. 
All our sponsors also provided donations and support 
for the Invitational, which was much appreciated see-
ing how large the Invitational was in 2021. Multiple 
companies also supported the Invitational as event 
sponsors. Most notably, Cabela’s BassPro Business 
Sales provided donations and support for items need-
ed related to running the Invitational. Please support 

these companies and organizations whenever possible. 
Their support helps NAVHDA continue on as a strong 
and stable organization. 

The Training Seminar Assistance Program, which started 
in 2020, also saw strong participation. This program was 
developed to partially fund training seminars that would 
have a lasting impact on local chapter training programs 
and opportunities. More specifically, approved applicant 
chapters can receive up to $500 in “matching funds” to 
support training seminars for their members. Chapter 
applications are reviewed by a committee composed of 
both Executive Council and non-Executive Council mem-
bers. This year we received three applications and funded 
two of them: Alaska Yukon and Tarheel. You can learn 
more about the Training Seminar Assistance Program and 
find the application on the NAVHDA website under the 
“Membership and Chapters” tab.

I am looking forward to what looks like another strong 
and successful year in 2022 for NAVHDA. I hope you all 
are too. 

This has been a great year for our three primary NAVH-
DA Publication outlets: the VHD magazine, Social Media 
(NAVHDA international Facebook and Instagram feeds), 
and our website www.navhda.org. Approximately 12% 
(400 total) of our new members this year report learning 
about NAVHDA from one of these three sources. This 
year we also launched our fourth media outlet: NAVH-
DA’s YouTube Channel! 

I first need to acknowledge our incredible VHD Editor 
and Publisher Mary Burpee, who always does a fantas-
tic job organizing, laying out, and putting the magazine 
together each month, as well as our volunteer copy Ed-
itors Rachael McAden and Sandra Downey who, along 
with Mary, read and edit each of the articles. I also want 
to thank Nancy Anisfield, Mark Whalen, and Patti Car-
ter, all of whom are Contributing Editors, for their many 
contributions this year. We’ve just this month added an 
additional Contributing Editor: Phil Swain. Phil has been 
a steady contributor to the magazine for many years, hav-
ing contributed three tremendous articles just this year 
alone. Most importantly, I want to thank the many mem-
bers who contributed articles in 2021. The VHD averaged 
just over 34 pages per issue this year and included a total 

of 57 full articles from 48 different authors! As al-
ways, the VHD had five “regular issues” with pre-de-
termined content: January (the Annual Report Issue), 
April (Annual Meeting Issue), May (the tremendously 
popular Puppy Issue), August (Youth Issue), and De-
cember (Invitational Issue).

NAVHDA’s Social Media continued to have high vis-
ibility and engagement in 2021. With respect to Face-
book, we had over 115 posts this year which reached 
over 407,000 people, almost doubling our exposure 
compared to 2020!  NAVHDA’s Instagram feed (@
navhdainternational) was also very active, with 125 
posts and 1800 new “Followers” this year. Our con-
tinued growth in Social Media is due in large part to 
Marion Hoyer, who handles most of our posts, and 
Erik Raynes, who arranges our increasingly popular 
“Monday Morning Recap” on Instagram; together 
we formed a Social Media team maintaining and im-
proving NAVHDA’s presence in digital media! If you 
think you’d like to help contribute in this way, please 
contact me at publications@navhda.org. 

Our website, totally revamped two years ago, was 
tremendously active this year. We averaged approxi-
mately 15,000 “hits” per month (180,000 total), with 
over half of those being first time visitors! One of the 
many advantages of our new website is that it is “scal-
able” to different devices and platforms, self-optimiz-
ing to fit the particular screen and device. This is be-
coming increasingly important, because almost 60% 
of those “hits” were from a mobile device. This trend 
will undoubtedly increase each year.

Finally, as I mentioned earlier, this year we launched 
our NAVHDA YouTube channel, where you can 
watch videos showcasing the 2022 Invitational, the 
2022 Annual Meeting, and more! Just type “NAVH-
DA International” into the YouTube search box and 
click on the first result that comes up – a green circle 
with an embedded “N” labelled “NAVHDA Interna-
tional”. Please note that many videos that are not for-
mally affiliated with NAVHDA International appear 
when you perform a general search for NAVHDA, so 
be sure to refer to our sanctioned NAVHDA Interna-
tional channel. We hope to add more videos to our 
channel each year. 

As always, please feel free to reach out to me with 
ideas for ways to make our Publications even better; 
never hesitate to email me at publications@navhda.org.
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By Luke Wolfe
Salem, New Hampshire

Isabelle Overcomes

It all started one day in March. I was sitting at the ta-
ble with my family, eating dinner. Out of our casual 
chat my dad asked if I would like to run our four-

year-old German Shorthaired Pointer, Isabelle, through 
the Utility Test. 

Isabelle was born with a type of cleft palate. The 
breeder, Dave Trahan, was debating whether to put her 
down but decided to keep her. We did not know if the 
cleft palate would affect her nose and ability to hunt. 
Isabelle eventually had to have surgery to fix her mouth. 
My dad initially did a lot of training with Isabelle and 
we found over time that Isabelle had a great nose. When 
she was a puppy, Isabelle was run through NA by Carol 
Trahan and received a Prize I. 

Now, sitting at the dinner table, I considered my Dad’s 
question. I had enjoyed the past couple of hunting sea-
sons with Isabelle and quickly agreed, not knowing 
what I was getting myself into.

I soon figured out that I would have to learn the rules 
for the test. I attended one of the Aims and Rules Clinics 
which helped immensely. Dave Trahan, who we trained 
with, and members of the Merrimack Valley chapter in 
New Hampshire went above and beyond in helping me 
understand the test.

The most time consuming, and the most fun part, 
was actually training Isabelle. We had never done a 
duck search with Isabelle before, since we didn’t hunt 
much waterfowl and initially did not intend for her to 
run the Utility Test. Naturally, we focused on this. We 
concentrated on getting her excited by the duck. Then 
we would let her see the duck and get her to go after 
it. Eventually, we got her to search for the duck with-
out seeing it being released. Despite Isabelle’s success 
in clear water, we had to repeat the process when we 
started working in lily pads and weeds.

After doing a couple of training days, we also learned 
that Isabelle needed some reinforcement on steadiness 

to wing. To fix this we mainly used the training collar 
for when she broke. We worked a lot on steadiness 
and remaining by the blind so her steadiness to shot 
wasn’t a problem. We also had to reinforce leash work 
with her, especially when she was excited around other 
dogs and people. She was strong at retrieving dragged 
game, and we did not need to work on this too much 
with her.

On the test day I waited anxiously to do the first part 
which was a field search. Isabelle found all the birds 
and listened to all my commands and stayed steady 
from flush to fall. However, when she was bringing 
back the bird on the first retrieve, she dropped it at my 
feet. The next couple retrieves were rough, and, finally, 
I had to tell her to come in order to not have her drop 
the chukar.

Next we did the duck search. I went up to the water 
with Isabelle, fired a shot and told her, “Go find it.” 
Isabelle saw the lily pads and was hesitant to get in the 
water. However, I stood looking out over the water, and 
Isabelle got the message. After a minute or two she got 
in the water and was swimming through the lily pads. 
Ten long minutes passed before the judges told me to 
call her back.

After this we did the drag. I was afraid she would 
drop the bird since her retrieve of shot bird in the field 
had not been the best. I told her “Fetch” and she crossed 
back and forth across the scent path perfectly. Within a 

couple seconds she was out of the woods with the duck 
and held it until I told her to drop it.

Finally, we did the heeling and blind segments. I 
calmed her down and heeled her around while we were 
waiting. During the heeling segment, I had to give her 
one tug which dropped my score for walking at heel a 
point. Then, I set her up by the blind and fired the two 
shots. She took a couple of small steps but didn’t break. 
For the steadiness by blind she stayed steady and got the 
duck and held it until I told her to drop it. I exhaled and 
relaxed as I realized the day was over.

While we were going back to the pavilion, I was think-
ing that her retrieval in the field would have dropped 
her score to a Prize II or III. I waited anxiously while the 
NA scores were being read and the other Utility scores. 
Finally, they got to me and announced I’d gotten a Prize 
I. I was extremely surprised and overcome with joy and 
surprised at the water that was poured over my head 
in congratulations. All the months of training and ev-
erybody’s help and advice had paid off. Everybody was 
extremely proud that Isabelle had gotten a Prize I even 
though she was born with a cleft palate.

Going through all the training has definitely made Is-
abelle a better hunting dog, and I have also learned a 
lot—communication, patience, perseverance. This hunt-
ing season was even more enjoyable with Isabelle, and 
I’m sure future hunting seasons will be even better now 
that Isabelle passed the test. 

Isabelle On Point—the one that almost didn’t 
make it when she was born about four years 
ago. We had eight puppies in this litter, and Is-
abelle, from day one, was having trouble eat-
ing. My wife took her the vet to see what the 
issue was, and the vet told her she had a cleft 
palette—which means she had hole on the top 
part of her mouth. The vet told Carol that if 
she wanted to bottle feed her Isabelle might 
survive. That’s all my wife needed to hear. 
So, for three weeks she would wake up every 
two hours to feed the puppy alone with her 
mother. We started to give her food and Carol 
would watch and make sure she would be able 
to eat it. Isabelle grew up to be a healthy hunt-
ing dog, and at 14 weeks she had surgery to fix 
the hole in her mouth. The operation was very 
successful and she had no issues.

We took care of Isabelle for the first few 
weeks until her mouth healed. The new owners 
were kept informed on her progress. Tim Wolfe 
was skeptical, but he had a conversation with 
the vet and all his concerns were set aside. Tim 
runs a garden center, so you can only imagine 
how busy he is in the spring, so Carol wanted 
to run Isabelle in our chapter’s Natural Ability 
test. After nursing her for all those weeks, she 
felt compelled to do this. You can actually see 
Isabelle in the NAVHDA NA video. 

Throughout the years Tim would come by 
for training sessions with Isabelle to make her 
a better hunter. This past year Tim came to 
me and said my son would like to run a UT 
test with Isabelle, can we do it? I told Tim 
anything is possible, you’re never too late to 
train a dog for a test. I encouraged his son 
Luke to attend an Aims and Rules Clinic so he 
would have a better time understanding what 
was needed for the dog. Luke and I trained all 
summer long preparing Isabelle for her Utility 
test. Here you can read his account and how 
he did.    ~ Dave Trahan
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The story of how I came to be the owner of a beau-
tiful, energetic, amazingly frustrating Vizsla puppy 
is one that I will never forget. After inquiring about 

a litter of puppies that a neighbor was breeding (out of 
mere curiosity), I found myself following the pups on so-
cial media as they grew. I knew in my heart that this time 
in my life is so incredibly full; I am a high school teacher, 
I have two small kids and a farmer husband, and I’m 
working on a Master’s degree. The last thing I needed (or 
so I thought) was a puppy. But as I looked at videos and 
pictures of the puppies throughout the weeks, I couldn’t 
help but wonder: could I make it work? 

When the pups were about seven weeks old, I told my-
self that I could not have one. My husband agreed and 
tried to encourage me that I could get a pup in the next 
couple of years when the kids were older. I pondered it 
for a few days, and ultimately let the idea of getting a 
puppy go. Although I had that nagging feeling of “may-
be… just maybe” in the back of my mind, I had to be 
rational. When I learned that the entire litter was spoken 
for, I had mixed feelings of relief and sorrow. “There will 
be more litters,” my husband told me. And I resigned my 
hunting dreams for another year. 

That’s when Tom called. 
“Leah, we have one male left. The previous buyer 

backed out at the last minute, and I think you guys need 
this puppy. If you want to come check them out, we will 
be at home today.” A ten-minute drive took me and my 
two kids over to see six bounding babies and their beau-
tiful mother. When they placed a chunky red puppy in my 
son’s lap, I had to hold back the tears. For Barrett, who 
has autism, connections aren’t easy; but man, did he love 
that little pup. When we got back home, my husband 
looked at me with a knowing eye and said, “I knew you 
shouldn’t have gone over there.” 

And as the story goes, the rest is history. 
That puppy, named “Link,” or “Lee-ers” by my daugh-

ter, is now six months old. As I reflect on the few short 
months he has lived with us, I would like to share a few 
lessons I’ve learned, mistakes I’ve made, and “pointers” 
I can give from the viewpoint of someone totally new to 
the gun dog world.

KNOW YOUR BREED
I know, this seems obvious. But, like many people, I had 
more of an “idealized” image of what my breed would be 
like in my mind. Link’s dam is a wonderful dog - calm in 
the house and a machine in the field. What I wasn’t men-
tally prepared for with Link was the constant chewing 
(and eating) of everything he could get his mouth on, the 
incessant need for human contact, his intense sensitivity, 
and the energy of a marathoner on cocaine. Don’t get me 
wrong, I’ve had many puppies before, but never a Vizsla. 
Talk to everyone you can before you select your breed, 
and, like so many have said before, DO YOUR RE-
SEARCH. Know that many dog books out there won’t 
give you as accurate a description as someone who has 
had the breed for many years will give you. 

KNOW YOUR GOALS… AND YOUR LIMITS 
Expert trainers and handlers will tell you about the 
amount of time, energy, and money it takes to get a dog 
to the illustrious Versatile Champion title. Would I love to 
have my own dog get that title? Absolutely. Is it feasible 
at this point in my life? Probably not. Instead, my main 
goal is to help create a versatile hunting dog that will find 
birds, point, and retrieve to hand. That’s a pretty big goal 
for someone who has never trained a bird dog before. 
Start with where you are in life, and don’t be discouraged 
when someone says, “That’s going to be too hard.” No 
great dog and handler ever got all those titles easily. 

YOU’RE GOING TO MAKE MISTAKES
Everyone was a beginner once. Even the most senior 
trainers and handlers had their first puppy years and 
years ago. If you don’t think they made mistakes in train-
ing, you’re absolutely wrong. As I look back at my train-
ing so far, I know for a fact that I’ve had a firmer hand 
than I should have had at certain points in training. I’ve 

LESSONS 
FROM A 
NEWBIE

By Leah Hofer
 Hitchcock, South Dakota
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AWPGA
Field Dog of the Year

VC STUDS
SugarPine Griffons 

715-254-2307
Gary Nilsen Owner/Handler

VC Stonyridge Ivan - PennHIP Right DI = .27 Left DI= .28  
VC CH Flatbrooks Walker SH MH - PennHIP Right DI= .21 Left DI= .22 
AKC Conformation Champion • Both dogs: OFA Thyroid/Cardiac Normal 
References - Richard Byrne, Julie Carlstrom, Thomas Mathis

One of the most significant figures in the 
founding and development of NAVH-
DA, Dr. Edward D. Bailey, has left us. 

Without Ed and Bodo Winterhelt, The North 
American Versatile Hunting Dog Association 
would not exist today.

These two men, very different in personal-
ity and skills, worked together in the sixties 
and seventies to advance the concept of the 
versatile hunting dog. Bodo was the more 
flamboyant of the two while Ed used his ac-
ademic and teaching talents to establish the 
fledging organization. Together they (assist-
ed by Joan Bailey) wrote “The Training and 
Care of the Versatile Hunting Dog” which 
was the premier source of information during 
those early days of NAVHDA.

Ed contended firmly that it is not what a 
dog does but what a dog is that makes a 
truly versatile dog. The attributes or traits 
in a dog that Ed valued are: a balance of 
independence and dependence, a tempera-
ment that is in control, a range of speed that 
adapts to the situation, and extraordinary 
cooperativeness. Ed claimed that possession 

of these characteristics leads to a very train-
able dog.

Ed grew up in rural Pennsylvania near 
Hawk Mountain and the Schuykill River. He 
was drafted into the U.S. Army during the 
Korean conflict and once commented that 
those years in the military were the only time 
he was without a dog in his life. Upon his 
discharge Ed used his veteran benefits (the GI 
Bill) to attend the University of Montana for 
his undergraduate work and then his Masters 
Degree in Wildlife. Later he earned his PhD 
in Zoology with a specialization in animal 
behavior. Eventually he was asked to estab-
lish a degree program in Animal Behavior 
within the Zoology Department at Guelph 
University in Ontario, Canada.

Ed and his wife, Uta Strelive, a noted sculp-
tor known for her artistic and life-like bird 
carvings, lived in Ontario with his beloved 
Griffon, Pepe, and Charlie, a Cesky Fousek. 
There Ed wrote his monthly column for Gun 
Dog Magazine, dispensing invaluable advice 
about dog behavior. The dog world is dimin-
ished by the passing of this good man.

A Salute to Ed Bailey
By Joan D. von Hardenberg

lost my patience when Link ran away from me in the 
field, I’ve scolded him for things that were my own fault, 
and I’ve praised him for behaviors that I’m now trying to 
get him to stop - like pointing bugs instead of birds… The 
most important thing to do is reflect, analyze, and make 
a change when possible. Don’t get in the habit of letting 
things go - be proactive, and you’ll spend less time fixing 
the problems later in life. 

LEARN ALL THE TIME
Read. Research. Connect. Watch. Soak in all the knowl-
edge you can about your breed, training, and the style of 
hunting you’re going to do. YouTube has been a great 
source of information for a visual learner like myself. I’ve 
also found a second-hand copy of the Perfection Ken-
nels training videos for pointers. It’s been very helpful 
in my own understanding of how pointing dogs work. 
Also, don’t be afraid to connect with people in the gun 
dog world. Join your local gun dog club or chapter, go 
to training days, and stay in touch with experts on social 
media. I’ll admit this isn’t my strong point - I tend to 
think I’ll just figure it out on my own, but the truth is that 
there are many people out there willing to help a newbie 
like you or me. 

HAVE FUN
Don’t get me wrong, I want to get my limit each day - 
three cock pheasants here in SD. But I’ve been sorely 
disappointed on many occasions when I’ve missed my 
shot or Link couldn’t find the downed bird. I’ve moped 
around after a long hunt because we couldn’t find a single 
bird after walking several miles. Each time you take your 
dog out, they get more experience. Each time you take 
your dog out, your bond grows stronger. If you’re like 
me and hunting is one of your favorite pastimes, don’t 
let the pressure of training get in the way of your love of 
the sport. There will always be more birds, and there will 
always be another day for training. One day, your dog 
will find a bird you thought was lost for good, or they’ll 
retrieve directly to hand when they hadn’t before. Look 
for the positives, and have some fun.

I’m still learning every day with my red dog, and I’m 
seeing the value in my experiences of being a rookie. 
Some days I wonder what I’ve gotten myself into, and 
other days I’m so thankful that I get the opportunity to 
work with such a wonderful creature. If you’re a rookie 
in the sport of hunting dogs like me, keep working and 
learning. Someday, you’ll look back at your experiences 
with your dog and be thankful for those lessons you’ve 
learned. I’m sure I will. 
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MODERNIZING ACCESS TO OUR 
PUBLIC LAND ACT (MAPLAND ACT)
The MAPLand Act ( S.904 & H.R. 3113) re-
mains active this Congress having passed out of 
both the House Natural Resources Committee 
and Senate Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. This bill directs the Department of the 
Interior, the Forest Service, and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to work collaboratively and 
develop interagency standards to digitize public 
land mapping records.

Once passed and implemented public lands us-
ers will benefit greatly by having updated, stan-
dardized digital maps and data available to them 
better enabling them to find and access all public 
lands under federal management. The informa-
tion available to the public would include:

• Federal interests, including easements and 
rights-of-way, in private land.

• Status information as to whether roads 
and trails are open or closed. 

• The dates on which roads and trails are 
seasonally opened and closed. 

• The types of vehicles that are allowed on 
each segment of roads and trails. 

• The boundaries of areas where hunting 
or recreational shooting is regulated or 
closed.  

• The boundaries of any portion of a body 
of water that is closed to entry, is closed to 
watercraft, or has horsepower limitations 
for watercraft.

For the latest conservation policy news, visit 
pheasantsforever.org/conservationpolicy.

Jim Inglis is a native of the Finger Lakes region 
of New York and now resides in Northwest Ohio 
with his wife, two sons, and versatile dogs.  He 
serves as the Director of Governmental Affairs for 
PF & QF and is a Mid-Ohio NAVHDA member. He 
can be reached at jinglis@pheasantsforever.org 
or 419.569.1096.

THANKS TO YOU THE GRASSLANDS ACT 
IS NOW A CONGRESSIONAL PRIORITY!
As we reported in the October issue this fall a dedicated 
group of 10 organizations (PF & QF, National Wildlife 
Federation, Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, Theodore 
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, National Deer Asso-
ciation, North American Grouse Partnership, Land Trust 
Alliance, Izaak Walton League of America, and World 
Wildlife Fund) called on Congress to create a North 
American Grasslands Conservation Act.  Our groups el-
evated the peril of grasslands and sagebrush ecosystems. 
Podcasts, letters to the editor, videos and stunning graph-
ics were released on all our media channels. 

But most importantly, YOU and many others answered 
the call to action. Over 50,000 emails were sent to Con-
gressional offices and our collective groups made nearly 
100,000 social media impressions. Congress heard you 
and has responded!

Our groups are currently in negotiations with the Senate 
for timing and bill language. We are committed to intro-
ducing bipartisan legislation with balanced support and 
are taking the time to get it right. We anticipate legislative 
language soon. To sign up and show your support (if you 
haven’t already), visit ActForGrassland.org and use #Act-
ForGrasslands in your social media posts when you are 
out enjoying all our grasslands have to offer. 

When enacted, this legislation would function like the 
North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) 
by providing grants to voluntary landowners and tribal 
entities that will enhance and conserve habitat. An invest-
ment in the grasslands and sagebrush-steppe ecosystems 
by way of a North American Grasslands Conservation 
Act will drive voluntary, science-based efforts to conserve 
these ecosystems and support working lands.

RECOVERING AMERICA’S 
WILDLIFE ACT (RAWA)
The Recovering America’s Wild-
life Act continues to gain momen-
tum and now has 136 House and 
32 Senate bipartisan co-sponsors.  
This large group of co-sponsors 
indicates broad support which is a 
very good sign that the legislation 
continues to gain momentum this 
Congress.

If passed by the House and Sen-
ate, RAWA will dedicate $1.4 bil-
lion annually to help implement 
state wildlife action plans. The fo-
cus is to prevent species from being 
listed as threatened or endangered.  
The associated habitat benefits  of 
these efforts will certainly provide 
habitat for many game and non-
game species, including upland 
birds and waterfowl.

BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCTURE BILL 
INVESTS IN CONSERVATION 
In early November, the House of Representa-
tives passed the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act, which will provide significant fund-
ing that will also benefit wildlife. The Bill was 
passed by the Senate in August and the Presi-
dent signed it soon after.  Some of the highlights 
include; $350M for a new program that will 
build wildlife friendly roadway crossings that 
will help connect migration corridors, $250M 
for the Legacy roads and trails program that 
will improve US Forest Service access to public 
lands, and $400M for WATERSMART grants 
that will help improve water quality and quan-
tity, increase resiliency to drought and wild-
fires,  and enhance wildlife habitat. 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
UPDATE
By Jim Inglis, 
Director of Governmental Affairs, 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever
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by Hank Shaw
Versatile Chef
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NAVHDA is pleased to team with renowned chef, 
outdoorsman, and cookbook author Hank Shaw, 
whose beautiful and tremendously popular website 
Hunter, Angler, Gardener, Cook (huntgathercook.com) 
has helped invigorate the recent surge of interest in 
preparing game. We will be featuring one of Hank's 
recipes each month, so put on your aprons, sharpen 
those knives, and set the table!

INGREDIENTS

INSTRUCTIONS

HOLLY A. HEYSER

PAN ROASTED 
PTARMIGAN OR 

GROUSE
Unless you are in Alaska, Canada or are an adventure 

hunter in the Lower 48, chances are you have no 
need for a ptarmigan recipe. Bear with me a moment.

You can use this general recipe for lots of different birds, 
ranging from Cornish game hens to quail, to ruffed grouse 
or really any other sort of small grouse, partridges, chukars, 
pigeons or small ducks.

I know, that’s a wide range. So, if you pin me down, I’d 
prefer this with the following birds that aren’t ptarmigan: 
In order of preference, I’d choose spruce grouse, woodcock, 
pigeons, sharp-tailed grouse, prairie chickens, snipe, doves, 
teal ducks or rails. You’ll notice that all are red meat birds.

The general principle behind this ptarmigan recipe is my 
method for pan roasting all small birds. Details are on my 
website, but the short version is to break them down in 
the way you see in the pictures — backbones cut out and 
leg/thighs separate from the “crown,” the breast with dru-
mettes on the bone — and to cook them steadily with lots of 
fat or oil, spooning it over the hard-to-reach areas.

While you can of course pan roast your birds whole, I’ve 
found it easier to get a good result by breaking them down, 
and it looks pretty, too.

A word about ptarmigan. There are three, really four, 
ptarmigan species in the world: The white-tailed ptar-
migan, the willow, and the rock. The famous Scottish 
grouse is also really a ptarmigan, very closely related to 
the willow. The bird in the picture is a white-tailed ptarmi-
gan from Colorado.

They are all birds of cold, forbidding places, and are all 
dark meat that is strongly flavored. Do not serve ptarmigan 
to people who only like skinless chicken breasts. They are 
an eater’s bird, full of flavor and slightly funky, as all grouse 

are. Their breast meat should also be served pink, any-
where from rare to medium. This is another good reason 
to separate the breasts from the legs.

If you are worried about overcooking your ptarmigan, 
remember you can always cook it more. You can’t un-
cook it. Generally, if you start with room temperature 
meat, it will take about 10 minutes to cook the breasts. 
The legs will take a little longer.

You’ll notice other things on this plate. They are all op-
tional, but I’ll walk you through them and why I chose 
them, so you can freestyle.

First, any ptarmigan recipe I create will have a North-
ern feel. These are tundra grouse, after all. So I chose 
mashed potatoes as the starch; they’re not in the picture. 
Use whatever recipe that makes you happy. Also, cara-
melized onions. I love them and they appear in most cold 
weather cuisines.

After that, it’s playing with cool preserved stuff. Lac-
to-fermented rowan berries (mountain ash). Pickled wild 
alpine blueberries. Marinated,  preserved porcini mush-
rooms. You don’t need to make this recipe verbatim, but 
you want something tart and pickled, something salty, 
and something funky-preserved to add interest on the 
plate. One simple addition? Sauerkraut.

Making the caramelized onions will take the longest, 
but it can be done up to a few days in advance. Serve this 
with a big malty beer or a mellow red wine.

As I mention in the headnotes, you can use this reci-
pe with lots of small birds, or even squirrels. You will 
want to make some mashed potatoes and caramelized 
onions, too.

Servings: 4 servings

You’ll want to make the caramelized onions and mashed 
potatoes first, and while you are doing that, take the 
birds out of the fridge and salt them well. Keep the on-
ions and potatoes warm.

When you are ready to cook the birds, pat them dry 
with paper towels. Heat the butter in a pan large enough 
for the birds, and when it is hot, set the legs in, skin side 
down, and the breasts, skin side up. Let this sizzle the 
way bacon does, typically at a medium-high heat.

Start spooning the butter over the birds, focusing on 
the front of the breasts, the “armpit” between the wings 
and the breasts, then the very tail end of the breast. 
Spoon the hot butter over these places until the skin 
contracts and the meat turns opaque.

1 recipe caramelized onions 
4 ptarmigan, plucked, gutted with legs and breast separated
Salt and black pepper
3 tablespoons butter, clarified if possible

At this point, you will want to turn over all the legs, 
then the breasts. Let them all sear for about 90 seconds 
to 2 minutes. Let the legs keep cooking, but flip the 
breasts back over. Keep basting the hard-to-reach parts 
with the butter for a minute or so. Now flip the legs 
again. Finally, tip the breasts on their sides to sear on 
each side for a minute or so. They should be done now.

Remove all the breasts and grind black pepper over 
them. Let the legs cook another minute or three, then 
grind black pepper over them, too. Add whatever pick-
led or salty or preserved things you want to, along with 
the caramelized onions. Mix that all together. Serve ev-
eryone some mashed potatoes, then the onion-legs-pick-
led things mix, and top with the breasts.
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Photo of the Month

Kennel Name Applications

These applications for registration of kennel names have been 
received by the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written 
and submitted to Lisa Pehur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520, 
Arlington Hts, IL 60006, on or before February 1, 2022. To obtain 
registration forms, write the Registrar at the above address or go to 
www.navhda.org. 

KENNEL NAME BREED OWNERS

CLASSIFIEDS 

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through the 
NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in the Pre-
Pay VHD Ads section. All classified ads are limited to 
35 words and price is $35.00 for all categories. Sub-
mission deadline for classifieds is the first of the month 
before the month of issue. For example: deadline for 
March issue is February 1st. 

And some other important stuff 
you really should think about reading... 
To all breeders: when submitting a litter registration, please 
make sure to sign your application. Owners of both the sire 
and dam need to sign the application before you submit the 
registration application. We also need NAVHDA DNA on both 
sire and dam of the litter; it is a requirement as of September 
01, 2019.

To all members: please keep your contact and mailing infor-
mation up to date. Email the international office at navoffice@
navhda.org with any changes.

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training 
tips and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum.  
Please send to vhd@navhda.org

GOT SOMETHING TO SELL? WHY NOT ADVERTISE WITH US! 
We have VHD classifieds and regular ad sizes available through the 
NAVHDA store. For more information, go to our website (www.
navhda.org) under Advertise with Us for full details.

Fall Brook Runs Ganz, Small Munsterlander, 

after a  great morning of Grouse hunting in 

Northern Maine. ~ Submitted by Tim Pyle

APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN 
1/1 – 3/31 FOR THE ANISFIELD-WILSON 

TRACK2WING PROJECT! 
Track2wing buys Action trackchairs for in-
dividuals with mobility challenges, so they 
can train and hunt with bird dogs. Open to 
non-members as well as NAVHDA members, 
applications will be reviewed by a six-per-
son Track2wing committee of NAVHDA 
members. Applications available January 1 – 
March 31, 2022. Recipients are notified with-
in 2-3 weeks. 

For more information or an application, 
email track2wing@gmavt.net or call Terry 
Wilson at 802-482-2561.

DBLEASHORTHAIRS GS AARON & ALEY PEEL
POINTER PRIDE GS MICHAEL WILLIAMS 
JURAND GRIFFONS GR WIESLAW JEDRZEJCZYK 
  & CLAIRE PALMER-JEDRZEJCZYK 
CACTUS KENNELS 2 BB KEN J. GUGLIELMO
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NAVHDA Test Results

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 10/22/2021 2021-0448 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BACHMAN BAY’S SONOITA MAGNUS GW 5.60 108 None RON IZZO

HANDLER PULLED DOG FROM TEST AFTER FIELD  ALL OF PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES NOT EVALUATED  TEMP: Not Judged
BRIELLE KENNELS NORTH DAKOTA BF 4.44 185 III COULTER J NYENHUIS
GARBONITA OPEN ARMS ATHENA GS 4.48 176 III DENNIS TABAS
HIGH COUNTRY CAUSEWAY PP 3.49 162 III MILBURN L MARKLE
ROCK CREEK DESERT DANCER PP 2.79 189 II WADE A ZARLINGO
ROCK CREEK KENAI PP 4.78 196 II TED HAMILTON

TEETH: 101 MISALIGNED  
JUDGES:  TRACEY NELSON, GREGORY J WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 10/23/2021 2021-0449 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BEARDED GUNDOGS EVA GW 12.10 112 I COULTER J NYENHUIS

TEETH: MISSING 305&405  
DAKOTA SKY RIVER PP 11.90 98 III MATHEW PAUSCH
ELLA VOM GRIFFEY GL 13.94 90 None JOHN FELLOWS
FIRST POINT GUN DOG’S FREYJA GS 8.68 112 I MATTHEW SPAHLE
SAWYER DE SAINTE KELLER BS 9.06 112 I NATHAN D REISNER

TEETH: EXTRA 105  
STEADY TO SHOT’S LI’L MISS SADIE GR 11.74 92 III QUINN E ROBINSON

USED BIRD AT WATER--BITE: BUTTBITE  
TOP SHELF’S YUKON GW 9.32 106 II PAUL VASQUEZ
UNIQUE GUNDOGS BELLE FILLE BF 15.81 112 I SPENCER L DAINES

SHY OF PEOPLE  TEMP: Sensitive
WILSON’S GOLDEN GR 10.16 98 III JOHN O DRAPER

EYES: ECTROPIC  
JUDGES:  TRACEY NELSON, GREGORY J WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 10/24/2021 2021-0450 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
CASH VARGAS VI 12.94 98 III RAUL M VARGAS
COMYNARA CHARMING COOPER VI 10.58 112 I KERRY KRECZMER
COMYNARA PRIDE OF ENZO VI 10.58 80 None ANTRANIK OHANNESSIAN
PRIME TIME-GARBONITA LOVEC GS 7.71 110 I GREG D SVANCARA
TAPPANCS BATOR VI 14.84 98 III ANIKO M SOLYOM

Gun Sensitive  
JUDGES:  TRACEY NELSON, GREGORY J WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

RAPPAHANNOCK 10/30/2021 2021-0451 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BONNIEGH MAE BERGTON TAUBE GS 7.81 87 None TAMMIE HANNA
BRUSH DALE’S KILLSHOT SM 9.19 103 II NATHANAEL J FUNYAK
KILLBUCK’S II X-WING KENOBI PP 9.39 112 I DOUGLAS WYNKOOP II
LITTLE HUNTER’S LET FREEDOM RING GS 11.55 112 I CALEB DEMBECK
SUPERIORGUNDOG PAINT IT BLACK GS 7.81 108 II JESSICA J MYJAK
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FRIEDELSHEIM’S HANS-SCHULTZ REXTER GS 2.61 191 II MICHAEL GIOVANNANGELO
SILVERPOINT’S BUZZARD ALLEY BLUES WM 4.99 188 III ALAN VISINTAINER

TEETH: EXTRA  205  
JUDGES:  MARK L BULL, RICHARD W HOLT, JACOB D BARTELLS

RAPPAHANNOCK 10/31/2021 2021-0452 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FRIEDELSHEIM’S WHISKEY RIVER SCRIPT GS 5.35 112 I LEE SCRIPTURE

TEETH: PUPPY TEETH  
KEIGLEY BRANCH ABE PP 9.45 94 III CHARLES WALKER

USED BIRD AT WATER  
MOUNTAINS FURY GUN SMOKE GS 9.29 108 II MARK WOODIE
SAK’S LINDA LOUISE GR 13.94 107 II ROBERT PLASKOV
WINGFOOT’S BRAVO RAGAZZO BI 14.03 89 III AMY H SELLECK

Gun Sensitive  
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
STONEHENGE LILY GR 5.60 142 None BRIAN MCCLURE

JUDGES:  MARK L BULL, RICHARD W HOLT, JACOB D BARTELLS

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/06/2021 2021-0453 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
WINDCHIME’S SIR JAGERMEISTER GS 15.30 110 I BRYAN E IRISH
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AFTERHOURS FIGHTING GATOR GW 3.51 154 III EARL W BETTIS
WINDCHIME’S NELSONS SON OF A GUNNER GS 1.32 178 I JAMES M NELSON
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AUX LAKE FF LILY GR 2.99 175 III MICHAEL J WINSOR

TEETH: MISALIGNED 304  
FAROUT FIELDS BIRDY BANDIT BS 1.43 137 None ROBERT SANCHEZ
YARA THE NINA GS 3.55 185 III ALBERTO J MUNOZ GONZALEZ

TEETH: MISALIGNED 404  
JUDGES:  TODD ROCKHOLD, TIMOTHY A OTTO, ROBERT F ENGLAND JR

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/07/2021 2021-0454 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BIG DIPPER’S ARTEMIS SM 8.10 61 None RONALD J KLINGSTEN

TEETH: EXTRA 205  
DREAMWORKS WHISKER BISCUIT WILLIE MAE PP 15.70 105 I STEPHEN C MILLS
DREAMWORKS XZOE PP 15.47 94 III STEPHEN C MILLS

USED BIRD AT WATER  
FUTRAL FARMS CHIPPY CHIP GS 7.97 100 III GARRETT BLACK
FYREBYRD SUBLIMINAL MESSAGE BS 11.53 110 I GWEN HAYES
KLUGLEIN’S DIXIE BS 7.60 112 I RICHARD KLUGLEIN
MARS NOISE AND BLOOD OF BATTLE GS 13.20 110 I YOANDRY MONTALVAN
PLUM CREEKS TEDDY ROOSEVELT GR 12.43 110 I GUILLERMO FLORES JR
ROCK CREEK EVERGLADE ELLIE PP 7.23 104 III STEPHEN C MILLS
ZOLDMALI SPARGA WV 11.97 112 I PATRICK CHAMPION

JUDGES:  TODD ROCKHOLD, TIMOTHY A OTTO, ROBERT F ENGLAND JR

LONE STAR 12/04/2021 2021-0455 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ARROW SYMMETRA GS 15.39 97 III RENAY L THOMAS
FILIP VOM HINTERLAND GS 13.94 110 I BRAD SHAYESTEH
FREYA VOM HINTERLAND GS 13.94 110 I DAVID G STRICKLAND
FUEGO VOM HINTERLAND GS 13.94 112 I JENNIFER BLAIR
JAEGER GS 14.16 97 III MATT WALKER

TEETH: MISSING 305  
LAND RUN ANABELLE PP 9.84 112 I FRED L BURNSIDE
SHOTGUN RIDER’S AURORA SM 10.55 112 I CARL PROTSCH
SOUTHERN WIRES OPTATO FINE GW 6.23 112 I RAYMOND P WHITLOCK

COAT LACKS FURNISHINGS  
SOUTHERN WIRES WOJTEK THE BEAR GW 6.23 112 I TAYLOR J REED
WHISKEYTOWN WHAT THE DEVIL WANTED GR 14.23 110 I RYAN D LAWHON

JUDGES:  JOHN MOFFETT, GREGORY J WEISS

LONE STAR 12/05/2021 2021-0456 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BEPPE’S RICOCHET RIP BI 15.77 73 None GLENDA L DALLAM

TEETH: MISSING 105  
NORTH TEXAS WILLOW PARKR PP 11.90 112 I MONS ANDERSON
ROBINGUN’S ZIRKO HOMERUN CHARLEMAGNE SM 14.29 112 I BRUCE WALLACE
ZOLDMALI PANTHER WV 15.00 103 II WILLIAM J MAHER
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
HENNESSY VON MAGIC CITY GS 1.73 183 II RENAY L THOMAS
ILKA VOM CANUCK GS 4.82 204 I MARK P SANTOS
MILLER’S POINT PURDEY OF HEDGEROW SP 3.51 195 I WILLIAM G MILLER JR

JUDGES:  JOHN MOFFETT, GREGORY J WEISS, JAMES P CARPENTER

2022 Aims & Rules Clinics
Date Clinic Type Clinic Location/Chapter Contact Phone E-mail 
March 5-4 Aims & Rules Lake Wales, FL/Palmetto Missy Bettis 407/493 3485 missyb5567@yahoo.com 
March 26-27 Aims & Rules Kevil, KY/Four Rivers Wayne Randall 603/479 4224 computahguy@gmail.com 
June 4-5 Aims & Rules Marine on St Croix, MN/Minnesota Sam Snyder 308/249 6413 sam.snyder@mnnavhda.org 
June 4-5 Invitational Bend, OR/Central Oregon  Tiffany Farrel 541/410 4222 tiffany@bendunleashed.com

2022 NAVHDA Testing Calendar
Date Chapter/Location  Test Type Contact Phone E-mail 
Feb 19-20 Mid South GA NA/UPT/UT Margaret Thompson 706/864 4988 maggiet65@gmail.com
Mar 4-6 Lone Star TX NA/UPT/UT Megan Murphy 281/989 5933 megan-murphy@att.net
Mar 5-6 Tarheel NC NA/UPT/UT Terry Ann Fernando 443/745 6369 terryannhayes@gmail.com
Mar 11-13 Texas TX NA/UPT/UT Gregory Kadesch 817/271 7878 info@texasnavhda.org
Mar 18-20 Chattahoochee GA NA/UPT/UT Karen Kucker 605/545 5475 chattahoocheetesting@gmail.com
Mar 19-20 Carolinas NC NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Lewis 850/602 2515 klewis700@ymail.com
Mar 26-27 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease 703/765 5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Mar 26-27 Florida Palmetto FL NA/UPT/UT Mary Bettis 407/493 3485 missyb5567@yahoo.com
Apr 2-3 Foothills NC NA/UPT/UT Heather Colvin 828/228 7451 foothillsnavhdatest@gmail.com
Apr 8-10 Wasatch Mountain UT NA Jonathan Ledford 801/499 9632 ledfordjl@gmail.com
Apr 9-10 Four Rivers Navhda KY NA/UPT/UT Dennis Bortolin 615/429 4768 dmbortolin@outlook.com
Apr 9-10 Potomac MD NA/UPT/UT Jill Degraff 202/213 1974 jillkdegraff@gmail.com
Apr 9-10 Chesapeake VA NA/UPT/UT Daphne Gray 301/502 3657 windstormgsp@aol.com
Apr 23-24 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Lee Abbott 716/353 3781 leepabbott@gmail.com
May 7-8 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Caleb Jones 304/488 9802 cmjones2115@gmail.com
May 14-15 Delmarva DE NA/UPT/UT Edward Mcwilliams 703/395 4936 edmcwilliams@reachmp.com
May 14-15 Northern Illinois WI NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Wiltjer 847/849 9373 alyssa.wiltjer@gmail.com
May 20-22 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell 610/304 6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
May 21-22 Central New York Navhda NY NA/UPT/UT Daniel Kremers 315/420 3764 lunaticfringepudelpointers@gmail.com
May 21-22 Finger Lakes NY NA/UPT/UT Carey Killion 716/830 9834 careykillion@gmail.com
May 21-22 Wisconsin River WI NA/UPT/UT John Bogdanske 608/695 0295 jbogdanske@mac.com
May 21-22 Pacific Northwest WA NA Beth Sanders 917/703 3141 basgla224@gmail.com
May 28-29 Southern Minnesota WI NA Briana Whittington 507/993 6426 briana.chrest@gmail.com
May 28-29 Buckeye OH NA/UPT/UT Cathy Derosky 412/491 1099 cathyderosky@gmail.com
Jun 3-5 Southern Adirondack NY NA/UT Denise Corlew 518/222 4781 denise.ethan@yahoo.com
Jun 3-5 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/491 5797 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Jun 4-5 Southern New England CT NA/UPT/UT Jennifer Kilburn 860/336 8906 jennifer.e.kilburn@gmail.com
Jun 4-5 Shenango PA UT Bryan Labuda 412/480 1932 gyno497@yahoo.com
Jun 4-5 Ontario Grand River ON NA Janice Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Jun 11-12 Michigan MI NA/UPT/UT Wendy Mcintosh 330/936 8542 momapaws2014@comcast.net
Jun 11-12 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Chris Fields 608/669 3920 kmnavhdatestsecretary@gmail.com
Jun 11-12 Central Dakota ND NA/UPT/UT Kara Brayko 701/339 8435 glasgowchick2@yahoo.com
Jun 24-26 Black Hills Chapter WY NA/UPT/UT Lisa Uhrich 307/262 4089 lisa@wyowires.com
Jul 9-10 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Chris Fields 608/669 3920 kmnavhdatestsecretary@gmail.com
Jul 23-24 Pacific Northwest WA NA/UPT/UT Beth Sanders 917/703 3141 basgla224@gmail.com
Jul 29-31 Northern Lights AK NA/UPT/UT Dori Hollingsworth 907/491 0393 dori@gci.net
Aug 5-7 Alaska Yukon AK NA/UPT/UT Jordan Engel 907/398 6746 jengelak@gmail.com
Aug 6-7 Wisconsin River WI NA/UPT/UT John Bogdanske 608/695 0295 testsecretary@wrcnavhda.com
Aug 12-14 Eastern Quebec QC NA/UPT/UT Pierre-Alexandre Cote 418/953 9751 pa.cote99@hotmail.com
Aug 19-21 Central Dakota ND NA/UPT/UT Kara Brayko 701/339 8435 glasgowchick2@yahoo.com
Aug 19-21 Finger Lakes NY NA/UPT/UT Carey Killion 716/830 9834 careykillion@gmail.com
Aug 20-21 Hoosier Hills IN NA/UPT/UT Kim Caudill 317/739 7190 kimtravelconnection@yahoo.com
Aug 20-21 Buckeye OH NA/UPT/UT Cathy Derosky 412/491 1099 cathyderosky@gmail.com
Aug 20-21 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Chris Fields 608/669 3920 kmnavhdatestsecretary@gmail.com
Aug 26-28 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell 610/304 6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
Aug 26-28 Pacific Northwest WA NA/UPT/UT Beth Sanders 917/703 3141 basgla224@gmail.com
Aug 26-28 Montana Sharptail MT NA/UPT/UT Anne Roberts 541/420 3662 anelro8@gmail.com
Aug 26-28 Southern Adirondack NY NA/UT Denise Corlew 518/222 4781 denise.ethan@yahoo.com
Aug 27-28 Michigan MI NA/UPT/UT Wendy Mcintosh 330/936 8542 momapaws2014@comcast.net
Sep 2-4 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade 207/491 5797 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 3-5 New Brunswick NB NA/UPT/UT Tristan Rutter 506/449 1545 tristanrutter@gmail.com
Sep 3-4 Ontario Grand River ON NA/UT Janice Wolff 519/759 1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Sep 9-11 Central New York Navhda NY NA/UPT/UT Daniel Kremers 315/420 3764 lunaticfringepudelpointers@gmail.com
Sep 10-11 Hickory Run PA NA/UPT/UT Barbara Brookman 610/294 9022 brookmanbj8@gmail.com
Sep 24-25 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Lee Abbott 716/353 3781 leepabbott@gmail.com
Sep 24-25 Southern New England CT NA/UPT/UT Jennifer Kilburn 860/336 8906 jennifer.e.kilburn@gmail.com
Sep 24-25 Shenango PA NA/UPT/UT Bryan Labuda 412/480 1932 gyno497@yahoo.com
Sep 24-25 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Caleb Jones 304/488 9802 cmjones2115@gmail.com
Sep 24-25 Northern Illinois WI NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Wiltjer 847/849 9373 alyssa.wiltjer@gmail.com
Oct 1-2 Hoosier Hills IN NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Caudill 317/739 7190 kimtravelconnection@yahoo.com
Oct 1-2 Chesapeake VA NA/UPT/UT Daphne Gray 301/502 3657 windstormgsp@aol.com

The most recent versions of these calendars are available on the NAVHDA website at www.navhda.org.

RETIRED 
NAVHDA JUDGES

Frank Spaeth, from Minnesota has retired as 
a NAVHDA Judge. Frank became a member 
in 1979, a Judge in 1987 and a Senior Judge 
in 2006. Throughout Frank’s long and distin-
guished judging career of 34 years he has 
judged 131 NAVHDA tests and 1,120 dogs. 
Thank you Frank for 34 years of outstanding 
service and devotion to NAVHDA.

Brian Thoman, from Colorado, has also 
retired as a NAVHDA Judge. Brian became 
a member in 2000, a Judge in 2005 and a 
Senior Judge in 2009.  Brian was also an 
Invitational Judge and an Aims & Rules Clinic 
Leader. In addition Brian has been a member 
of the Judging & Testing Committee for six 
years, first as an  Acting Senior Judge Men-
tor and most recently as the Acting Senior 
Judge Program Manager. Thank you Brian 
for unselfishly volunteering your time and 
expertise over the last 20 years.
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Written by experts for  experts  
and those who want to be. 
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com  
to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of 
The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.
Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

As a member of NAVHDA,  you want  

your versatile dog to do it all. For nearly  

30 years, The Pointing Dog Journal  

has been helping hunting dog

owners do just that.

call 844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

Seek, Point, & Retrieve

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special  
$5 savings off our regular subscription price – so 
you can get yours for only $21.95* for six issues!

• 6 great issues a year

• Sign up for e-mail newsletter, articles, and offers

• Join our social media community on Facebook 
for more discussion, photos, links to online  
content, and more

* Not including sales tax, applicable based on recipient address.


