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President’s Message 
By Tim Otto 
Flemington, New Jersey 

Some Big Shoes
To Fill

About The Cover
FLATLANDER’S CHICAGO BANDIT (SYD) MAKING A GREAT RE-
TRIEVE OUT OF THE THICK STUFF FOR OWNER ERIC BORKOSKI 
AFTER FINDING THIS DOWNED LONG TAIL ON A PIECE OF MIN-
NESOTA PUBLIC LAND AFTER A FRESH NOVEMBER SNOW.

Let me begin by thanking outgoing President Dave 
Trahan for his nine successful and productive 
years serving the membership. Under Dave’s direc-

tion and guidance, the EC developed and implemented 
a number of procedural and programmatic initiatives 
that dramatically improved NAVHDA’s infrastructure, 
vision and visibility, and service to the membership. 
These initiatives included the development of NAVH-
DA’s Strategic Plan, the formation of the Judging & 
Testing, Promotions, and Registry committees to 
streamline productivity and include the membership 
in decision making, and the development and imple-
mentation of several programs to better serve mem-
ber needs, including the Training Seminar Assistance 
Program, the New Chapter Support Program, and the 
Apprentice Judge Incentive Program. Dave also over-
saw the hiring of Managing Director Kim Arnett, who 
has been a tremendous asset and is deeply involved in 
almost every aspect of NAVHDA’s day-to-day opera-
tions and future planning. This list barely scratches the 
surface of the progress made during Dave’s tenure as 
President, and he leaves me some pretty big shoes to 
fill. I would also like to thank outgoing Vice President 

Bob Hauser and outgoing Treasurer Rick Holt for their 
years of service to the membership. While they may no 
longer be serving in an official capacity, I personally 
have warned them that I will continue to seek out their 
sage advice as future issues arise.

I also want to welcome new EC members Terry Wil-
son (Vice President), John Wolfe (Treasurer), and Todd 
Rockhold (Director of Publications) to the board. I 
look forward to working with them, the entire EC, and 
the membership to further NAVHDA’s core mission 
and meet member needs. I will be expanding on some 
of our short- and long-term goals in future President’s 
Messages. In the meantime, please remember that you 
should never hesitate to reach out to me to discuss is-
sues or concerns.  
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While most people are able to throw a crate in 
the back of the car and drive to a favorite 
hunting area, even several states over, those 

of us in outlying areas who want to hunt Pheasant in 
Montana, or Quail in New Mexico, or maybe take a 
dog to the Invitational, must travel a long way to do so. 
One can spend up to a week driving, which may include 
passing through another country, or they can fly. There 
are two ways to ship a dog. The dog can be shipped as 
cargo which can be quite expensive, or you can ship 
the dog with you as baggage for around $100. The one 
drawback is, at the time of this writing, the only airline 
that allows dogs as baggage is Alaska Airlines. Alaskans 
tend to do a lot of travelling with their dogs, so we are 
grateful that Alaska Airlines flies out of Anchorage. 

So how does that work? What do I need to travel? 
How do you plan a trip?

You will need a good crate. The ones you buy at 
Walmart will work, but they tend to shatter easily and 
the last thing you want is a dog escaping and running 
loose on the runway. The Dakota 283 is so strong a 
plane could probably land on it without damage, but 
along with the strength comes extra weight. Being a 
woman with hair getting whiter with each passing year, 
I’m not ashamed to admit that weight is an important 
consideration for me. Therefore, my kennel choice for 
flying is the Ruff Land Kennel which is strong, but light 
weight. Fortunately for me, I purchased mine when they 
were Ruff Tuff, and the cost was considerably less ex-
pensive than it is now. If you are using a Ruff Land Ken-
nel, you will need to purchase the tie down accessories. 
I also strongly recommend the locking bars. They are 
easy to use once installed, and with one zip tie you can 
secure the door. Self-releasing zip ties can be easily un-
done and re-used. Ruff Land Kennels does not include 

a feeding watering system for their kennel. I have rem-
edied this by attaching a 2QT bucket to the side of the 
kennel. Again, I use a zip tie. I don’t want any snaps 
in the kennel that the collar can catch on. The airlines 
want a kennel large enough for the dog to turn around 

in. You also need some sort of bedding to absorb mois-
ture. No wood chips or straw. And don’t forget to put 
your contact info on the outside of the crate, as well 
as on the dog. For even more peace of mind, you can 
attach an air tag holder to the crate which will let you 
know where your dog is at all times.

Now that you have your kennel, it’s time to make res-
ervations. The first thing to do is to check out www.alas-
kaair.com. I am looking for the quickest flight to where 
I am going. I’m looking for a flight with a quick change 
of planes. If the dog is on the ground for over 4 hours 
in between flights, you can request to pick up your dog 
and take them for a potty break. If you do that, you will 
need to re-check the dog. Be sure to keep your receipt so 
you don’t need to pay again. When looking for flights 
it’s important to check out the type of plane that you’ll 
be flying in. Dogs cannot be transported in Air Buses so 
don’t even try to select an option that has an Air Bus in 
any segment of your trip. 

Once you’ve made your selection and received your 
Alaska Airline code, it’s time to make reservations for 

Air Travel 
With Your Hunting Buddy

By Dori Hollingsworth
Seward, Alaska

your dog. You have a 24-hour timeslot in which you can 
change your reservations, so I like to get my dog’s spot 
confirmed as soon as possible. You can call them, but 
you may be on hold for up to several hours. I’ve found 
the easiest way is to send them a text. The Alaska Air-
lines text number is 820-08. Give them your reservation 
code, your name, the type of dog, the size of kennel, 
number of dogs and the estimated weight. They will get 
back with you, and let you know that your dog is con-
firmed on the flight. Within 10 days of departure, you 
will need a health certificate issued. This is good for a 
month on your return flight, so unless you plan to be 
gone longer than that, you will not need a new one to 
return home. 

Allow plenty of time at the airport. You can pick up a 
form at the counter which has information you need to 
fill out. They will ask if your dog has been fed in the last 
4 hours. I don’t want my dog flying on a full stomach, 
so I give them a piece of dog food just so I can answer 
truthfully that my dog was offered food. This is where it’s 
really handy to have a dog that is totally comfortable in 
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their crate. The dog is going to go in and out of the crate 
several times while going through the check-in process. 
The agents can also check your luggage at this time. If 
you don’t have stickers on the crate, the agent will slap 
some on. They may slap some on even if your crate is 
covered in live animal stickers. Finally, they will attach 
the final destination strip and the information card you 
filled out. On this card are some very important tags 
with the dog’s name and what seat you are sitting in. 
Then it’s off to the TSA for the crate and dog to be in-
spected. After they are satisfied, you can load your dog 
one final time and zip tie the dog in for its trip. If you 
want to give any water, now is the time to do that. 

I like to get a seat close to the front on the right so 
I can watch the loading process. That isn’t necessary 
though as the flight attendant will bring you one of 
those cool tags before the plane leaves. If you haven’t 
gotten the tag and they are starting to lock up the door, 
do not hesitate to hit the call button. One thing I’ve 
found is that the plane won’t wait for people, but it will 
wait for dogs. If you have to change planes, you will get 
a new tag for the next segment of your journey. Now 
it’s time to sit back and be a bit envious of your dog, 
who is probably enjoying a nice nap in the belly of the 
plane, while you sit cramped with barely enough room 
to place your feet. 

Once you’ve reached your destination head for the 
baggage area as usual. You may need to ask where the 
dogs will be unloaded, but it’s usually close. Some air-
ports have pretty nice doggy relief areas, but not all. If 

you have far to go to get to your rental car, paying for 
a cart can be a huge help. I have a leash attached to the 
crate which makes it easy to drag behind me. This is 
also where a dog that has a proper heel is going to make 
your trip through the airport much easier.  

Have a safe trip and happy hunting.
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Annual Reports
Treasurer: Rick Holt
I would like to start by saying it has been a pleasure 
serving NAVHDA as Director of Promotions and Trea-
surer over the last eight years. I have been blessed to 
work with a first-rate Executive Committee and equally 
excellent and dedicated NAVHDA members. A special 
thanks to Kim, Maria, Cheryl and all of the Central Of-
fice. Their help was invaluable.

This year marks a financial turning point for NAVH-
DA. Over the last 8 to 10 years the organization has 
experienced outstanding growth and low expenses. As 
per our strategic plan, in 2022 we hired a Managing Di-
rector, Kim Arnett. This action was essential to provide 
better quality services to our membership and improve 
our infrastructure, enabling NAVHDA to provide ad-
ditional services in the future. This comes with a cost. 
During my terms as Treasurer we had significant profits 
and increased investments. This was intentional. Now, 
with the new expenses related to staff, benefits and new 
programs we will need to budget prudently moving for-
ward. 2022 will be the first year that we will be in the 
red. This is due mainly to increased expenses related to 
the VHD magazine, a decrease in dog and litter regis-
trations and an increased expense for the Invitational.

There will be a complete Financial Report given by 
our new treasurer, John Wolfe, at the Annual Meeting. 
The same report will appear in the VHD magazine.

Each year in January, Kim Arnett, Maria Bondi, 
myself and our new treasurer John Wolfe prepare a 
preliminary annual budget to be reviewed, modified 
and accepted by the Executive Council prior to the 
Annual Meeting. This budget is our financial blue-
print for the year. 

Attaining our budgetary goal doesn’t just happen. It 
is the outcome of our dedicated and driven Central Of-
fice staff, the careful management of our Officers and 
Directors and the countless hours of donated time by 
numerous members whose passion is NAVHDA.

Our Life Membership Account is currently valued just 
over $957,000. This number represents the life member-
ship dollars along with their investment earnings that 
have accumulated over the years. Our Life Membership 
investment portfolio is invested according to our finan-
cial policy that was adopted in 2019.

The Youth Development Program’s current value is 
about $250,000. This fund has been invested in a mix 
of mutual funds, bonds and the S&P 500 index. Our 
Youth programs continue to be successful with the 
income earned by this fund. During 2022, well over 
$10,000 in additional contributions from various sourc-
es have been made to the Youth Development Program. 
It should be noted that many NAVHDA members opted 
to contributed to the program when they renewed their 
annual membership. 

Vice President: Bob Hauser 
The NAVHDA Youth Committee -- Shae Birkey, Brad 
Bischof, Jason Carter, Karen Krautz, Tom Swezey, Julie 
Towers (Chair), and Ruth Weiss – spends considerable 
time evaluating applications from chapters to host var-
ious types of youth events involving, for example, an 
introduction to versatile hunting dogs, hunter and gun 
safety, trap shooting, game identification, guided hunts, 
and other events that may or may not be in collabo-
ration with other chapters, state/provincial natural re-
source departments, and/or local organizations. During 
2022, the Committee approved seven events with aver-
age support of about $2,000 per event, involving over 
100 young men and women from six to 18 years of age. 

Of course, many chapters hold youth events on their 
own, without support from the International. The “Youth 
Event Program” is meant to provide seed money for 
new initiatives which, it is hoped, will become success-
ful, recurring, self-supporting youth events. Two other 
programs supported by the International are the Kristen 
Rieser Youth Program supporting the attendance of Aims 
and Rules Clinics and the Testing Incentive Program that 
reimburses 75% of the youth’s entry fee. 

While all three International Youth programs have 
been successful, an open-forum discussion surrounding 
youth programs will be part of NAVHDA Internation-
al’s 2023 strategic planning.

I will not be at the Annual Meeting but wish everyone 
a safe and fun time. Most of all, I wish to thank NAVH-
DA and the Executive Council for allowing me to serve 
on the Council during the past six years. NAVHDA is 
great organization that is being led at every level by ex-
traordinary folks. 

Secretary: Angie Coenen 
Happy New Year! It is finally time for us all to get to-
gether for NAVHDA’s 54th Annual Meeting in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. The Mid-West Tri-State Chapter 
will host the annual meeting on January 26-28, 2023. 
The chapter has great speakers and events lined up. 
Please go to the chapter website for more information at 
http://www.midwesttristatenavhda.com/. Please mark 
your calendars for the 2024 Annual Meeting to be host-
ed by the Southeast Michigan chapter in Troy, Michi-
gan, at the Marriott on January 26-28, 2024. 

I had the privilege again this year of working with 
the Anisfield-Wilson Track2Wing project. In 2022 the 
committee awarded ten action track chairs to help 
give hunting sports enthusiasts with mobility issues 
the opportunity to hunt with bird dogs. Applications 
will be accepted from January 23-March 31, 2023. 
Thank you to the Track2wing Advisory Committee, 
Rick Patton, Terry Wilson, Blaine Carter, Monique 

Huber, and Chris Hairie. The committee meets and 
discusses each application that is submitted before 
awarding successful applicants their own track chair. 
Personally, it has been a rewarding process. For more 
information about Track2Wing, please email track-
2wing@gmavt.net.

As most of you are aware, 2022 was an election year. 
This is the first year NAVHDA has held an online elec-
tion. Thank you to Kim Arnett in the NAVHDA office 
for organizing the online election process. This year 
we had 10,676 members at the end of October 2022. 
NAVHDA had 3,175 votes electronically cast this year, 
which is 29.7% of the members voting. In 2019 when we 
held our last election, 1525 of the 8,082 members voted 
via mail-in ballots, which is 18.9% of the membership 
that voted. Congratulations to Tim Otto, NAVHDA 
President, Terry Wilson NAVHDA Vice-President, John 
Wolfe Treasurer, and Angie Coenen Secretary, on their 
successful campaigns.

Thank you to the NAVHDA Zia Chapter for organiz-
ing and executing the first-ever west Invitational. NAVH-
DA members have been working for years to make a 
west Invitational a reality in 2022. Along with the Zia 
Chapter, the Invitational Committee, NAVHDA Office, 
and the NAVHDA Executive Board, we made it hap-
pen for 97 dog owners and handlers. It is overwhelming 
to describe the amount of time and dedication required 
to pull off an Invitational each year. Praise goes out to 
our Program Manager-Deb Stott, Test Secretary-Mike 
Neiduski, Travel Coordinator-Karen Krautz, Volunteer 
Chair-Annie Nuss, Test Marshall-Gary Engebretson, 
Grounds Marshall-Bob Hauser, Judges Chair-Mark 
Whalen and Chip Bonde, and Kyle Hough member at 
large. Additional praise goes to our local Zia Chapter 
representatives, Chris Winch, Keith Barr, Ken Brunet-
to, and Tony Bridgman. Also, thank you to the entire 
Zia Chapter that worked tirelessly for years to pull off 
the first west Invitational. The 2023 Invitational will be 
back with the Buckeye Chapter at the Mingo Sportsman 
Club in Bloomingdale, Ohio. In 2024 we will be back in 
Iowa! Please check the navhda.org website for further 
details on the Invitational. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Secretary 
this past year! Thank you to all I volunteered with to 
make this organization the best we can be. So many more 
great things to come from our organization, but in the 
meantime, give your four-legged hunting buddy an extra 
scratch behind the ear and a toss of a dummy or stick 
because our hunting dogs are why we are all connected!  

NAVHDA has available retained earnings, in short-
term interest-bearing accounts, which would cover all 
normal expenses for at least a six-month period should 
the need arise.

Additional 2022 contributions to NAVHDA from 
members and friends of NAVHDA totaled over $25,000. 

Much appreciation to everyone for your support.
The Finance Committee shall supervise the custody and 

control of all securities and investments of NAVHDA. 
Collectively the Finance Committee and Board oversee 
the preparation of NAVHDA’s budget and the allocation 
of its resources among its several programs to achieve 
both sustainability and growth. 

Many thanks to the finance committee comprised of 
John Wolfe, Terry Wilson, Wight Greger and Bob Haus-
er for volunteering their time.  

We truly appreciate the continued generous support 
of our Exclusive Sponsors: Purina, Garmin/Tri-Tron-
ics, Ugly Dog Hunting, our Corporate Sponsor: Da-
kota 283, and our Conservation Partners: The Ruffed 
Grouse Society and Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever. 
These organizations have been generous to NAVHDA. 
I would encourage all NAVHDA members to support 
these organizations. 

Director of Judge Development: Mark Whalen 
As of this writing NAVHDA chapters held 495 sanc-
tioned tests in 2022, which is significantly higher than 
the 454 tests in 2021. In 2022, 2682 NA dogs were test-
ed with an average age of 11.85 months, 100 UPT dogs 
with an average age of 36.34 months, 914 UT dogs with 
an average age of 44.47 months, and 97 IT dogs with 
an average age of 60.66 months. I would personally like 
to thank each of the 152 Judges for their many volun-
teer hours of service to consistently and fairly evaluate 
the performance of the 3,793 dogs tested in 2022. Their 
efforts translate into well over 1,500 judging days, not 
including travel days, which can easily add another 800 
days. The time commitment these dedicated men and 
women devote to judging for NAVHDA represents a 
significant amount of time away from their family and 
work. Of those 152 Judges, 72 are Senior Judges, of 
those 72 Senior Judges, 25 are also Clinic Leaders. I 
would also like to thank and recognize our 51 Appren-
tice Judges. Becoming a NAVHDA Judge is not easy, 
it takes a high degree of time and commitment, but I 
can assure you it will be worth it in the end. Today’s 
Apprentice Judges are the future of our organization. I 
am very pleased that we have more Apprentice Judges 
in the program now than ever in our history. Again, as 
we went through another Covid year, we had countless 
Judges step up and take on extra assignments so that 
tests could proceed as scheduled. We had several Judges 
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and Apprentice Judges who went above and beyond this 
year, for that we are truly grateful. I want to also thank 
and recognize Dan Wittman, our Director of Testing, for 
his countless hours of work this year. Dan worked tire-
lessly to move Judges around, speak with test secretaries, 
and get on the phone with me, so that we could test as 
many dogs as possible. This was again not a normal test-
ing year as we tried to adjust to the ever changing pan-
demic environment. I would also like to thank each and 
every handler that put their dog under judgment this year. 
Without handlers training and testing their dogs NAVH-
DA would not exist. 

This was the first year that we had a Western Invita-
tional. This test was hosted by the Zia Chapter and held 
at The New Mexico Boys & Girls Ranch, just outside of 
Albuquerque. I would like to thank the Zia Chapter and 
The Ranches for all their hard work and dedication that 
went into hosting a very successful Invitational. We cer-
tainly look forward to returning to beautiful New Mex-
ico for future Invitational Tests. I also want to recognize 
the 25 Senior Judges who judged at the Invitational this 
year. Many of them were there all week, many came a 
day or two early to set up the test as well. Each day of 
Invitational testing requires 15 Judges, which does not 
include alternates. This equates to conservatively 120 
judging hours per day. A huge thank you to all of the 
volunteers who made this test a huge success. Many vol-
unteers traveled across the country to volunteer their 
time… Thank you! I would also like to thank everyone 
on the Invitational Committee; countless hours are spent 
behind the scenes and on conference calls planning this 
very large annual event. Special thanks to Angie Coenen, 
Deb Stott and Mike Neiduski. The amount of time they 
spend on the Invitational is monumental to say the least.

I would also like to recognize Judging and Testing 
Committee. Phil Swain, Apprentice Judge Program Man-
ager; Roy Ames, Acting Senior Judge Program Manag-
er; Dan Wittman, Director of Testing; Todd Rockhold, 
Member at Large; Keith Kemmer, Member at Large; and 
Apprentice Judge Mentors Mike Melotik, Ruth Weiss, 
Peter Wade, Steve Kosmicki and Tom Swezey. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank each one of them 
for the time they dedicate on behalf of NAVHDA. It is my 
pleasure and honor to work with all of you. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of 
our sponsors for their continued support of NAVHDA: 
Purina, Ugly Dog Hunting, Dakota 283, and Garmin. 
And our conservation partners, the Ruffed Grouse Soci-
ety and Pheasants and Quail Forever.

NAVHDA is a volunteer organization. The individual 
members, the local chapters, the various committee mem-
bers, and the Executive Council all volunteer countless 
hours to help NAVHDA achieve its goals.  Thank you.

Registrar: Lisa Pehur 
It’s hard to believe that 2022 has come to a close. The Reg-
istry has been very busy and we’re always stiving to put 
new ideas and best practices in place. Some of those ideas 
come about through necessity or improved capabilities 
that allow for changes while others come from input from 
our members. We appreciate when our members reach out 
to us, and we’ll do what we can to put those good ideas to 
use. Some of the items listed below are examples of ideas 
we’ve received from our members… keep them coming!

For 2023 we are working on proposals for the following: 
• Having our UT and Invitational Breeder’s Awards au-

tomatically generated so breeders will no longer have 
to apply for the award.

• Offering elective information such as adding a photo 
page to pedigrees.

• Reviewing our policy regarding inactive kennel names 
for possible revisions.

• Providing a procedure for accepting new breeds into 
the registry.

• Investigating ways to include conformation evalua-
tions to our some of our venues for those interested. 

• A few of these topics are close to being ready to share 
with the EC, while the remainder of them are still in 
the early stages and will require a bit more time and 
research. 

• Policies and Procedures is always on our list of things 
to work on, and this year is no different. We need to 
stay current so updating how we do things or updat-
ing the procedure to match how things should be done 
is an on-going process. 

We have also reached out to the Canadian Kennel Club 
and requested that they recognize NAVHDA pedigrees for 
registration and acceptance to participate in their venues. 
This too is in the early stages, and hopefully we’ll have 
more information on this soon. 

Below you’ll see the trend of dogs and litters registered 
for the past 9 years. We had a minor decrease in both cat-
egories this year. This isn’t too much of surprise due to the 
“higher than normal” increase in both dogs and litters last 
year due to Covid and the rise in puppy purchases during 
that time. Registered dogs dropped by 4.4% while litter 
numbers dropped by 2.3%.

Thank you to those who have provided ideas for the 
Registry Committee to look into and as stated earlier, keep 
them coming! Happy New Year.

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Reg. Dogs 
by Year 3148 3704 3864 4097 4291 4519 5628 5382
Litters Reg 
by Year 510 562 576 634 654 639 792 774

REGISTRY NUMBERS FOR 2015 - 2022
(All numbers are through November for the year stated)

Director of Testing: Daniel Wittman 
I want to thank the Home Office staff, judges, test sec-
retaries, Executive Council, committee members, local 
chapters/chapter volunteers and handlers that tested 
dogs in 2022. Our club continues to grow with mem-
bership exceeding 10K in 2022. We added six new 
NAVHDA chapters this year and held 502 tests. A total 
of 3,696 dogs were evaluated. That is an increase of 391 
dogs compared to 2021 and an increase of 1,004 dogs 
evaluated compared to 2020. When looking at Natu-
ral Ability dogs tested (breeds with at least 40 entries) 
the Spinone had the highest rate of prizing at 90.5%. 
Under the same criteria the German Wirehaired Pointer 
had the highest rate of earning a Prize I at 52%. When 
reviewing the UPT results of breeds that had at least 
10 dogs tested, the German Shorthaired Pointer prized 
81% of the time. With just under a thousand Utility dogs 
evaluated in 2022, a total of 76% prized. Both the Ger-
man Shorthaired Pointer and German Wirehaired Pointer 
tied for top breed earning a Prize I 34% of the time.

INVITATIONAL TEST/ DOGS NOT INCLUDED IN TOTAL COUNT
THERE WERE 97 DOGS TESTED AT THE 2021 INVITATIONAL

 
The Judging and Testing Committee along with the Ex-
ecutive Council engaged in numerous discussions re-
garding our testing system. We unanimously agreed we 
need to adhere to the testing guidelines outlined in the 
Aims book. There were 35 tests in 2022 that did not 
have a three-judge team. In 2019 there were 5 instances 
where a test was completed using two judges. This only 
occurred when a judge became ill or was injured and 
could not attend the scheduled test. In 2023 a test will 
only be approved if the judging team consists of three 
active judges with one being a senior judge. Chapters 
and test secretaries are encouraged to source for judges 
early in the year to avoid any problem with test sched-
uling.   Every fourth testing event needs to include an 
out of region judge. This year 141 of the 502 NAVHDA 
tests were scheduled in August. For perspective 28% 
of all the tests were scheduled in August which puts 
a strain on available judges. The busiest weekend for 
testing was the 4th weekend of August where 62 tests 
were held. There were 40 tests held on the 3rd weekend 
of August and 26 tests on the 2nd weekend of August. 
In the month of June 86 tests were completed with 20 
NAVHDA tests being held during July 2022. Chapter’s 
need to consider alternative dates, if possible, in order 
to try and spread out the judging demand over a longer 
testing season.

The average age of tested dogs stayed relatively the same 
2021 to 2022 for all levels of testing. The average age 
for dogs testing NA was 11.8 months. The dogs that 
ran UPT this year had an average age of 3 years old and 
UT dogs that were evaluated this year had an average 
age of 3 years 7 months old.  The Minnesota Chapter 
had the highest number of tested dogs in 2022 which 
totaled 166. They also held 14 tests this year which was 
the most by any NAVHDA chapter. In pulling data for 
the 2022 Test Director report, I thought I would in-
clude some dog club history. I looked at some current 
NAVHDA chapter’s comparing then and now.

 
 
 

I hope everyone continues to enjoy the hunting season 
and I look forward to the in-person Annual Meeting 
this year in South Dakota.

Test Year # of Tests NA Dogs UPT Dogs  UT Dogs Total Dogs
2020 338 1939 47 706 2692
2021 433 2502 84 719 3305
2022 503 2682 100 914 3696

Test Year # of Tests with Two Judges
2019 5
2020 49
2021 22
2022 35

Test Month # of Tests in Month
June 86 
July 20
August 141
September 60

Chapter #Dogs Tested - Yr #Dogs Tested - Yr
Big Sky 19 - 1978 75 - 2022
Delaware Valley 7 - 1983 31 - 2022
Eastern Quebec 11 - 1987 20 - 2022
Finger Lakes 32 - 1974 41 - 2022
Illinois 9 - 1986 12 - 2022
Michigan 10 - 1977 44 - 2022
Minnesota 30 - 1973 166 - 2022
Ontario Grand River 19 - 1984 42 - 2022
Potomac 25 - 1973 31 - 2022
Shenango 10 - 1987 27 - 2022
Southern California 15 - 1975 13 - 2021
Toronto 64 - 1984 41 - 2022
Wisconsin 19 - 1975 33 - 2022
Yankee 36 - 1985 62 - 2022
Zia 10 - 1987 119 - 2022
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Director of Publications: Tim Otto 
It’s been a really fantastic six years serving as your Di-
rector of Publications, and I thank Dave Trahan and all 
of my colleagues on the EC for giving me the opportu-
nity to serve the membership in this capacity. I believe 
we’ve made some important strides during this time, 
greatly expanding our Social Media presence, complete-
ly overhauling the website, and expanding the content 
and member input in the magazine. Obviously, I didn’t 
do this alone. Together Mary Burpee, Rachel McAden, 
Sandra Downey, Marion Hoyer, Erik Raynes, Phil Swain, 
Mark Whalen, Nancy Anisfield, Patti Carter, and I made 
a remarkable team, working together to continue to 
improve our Publications outreach to the membership. 
Thank you all. Most of you know Todd Rockhold will be 
taking over as Director of Publications. I have no doubt 
that Todd will continue to expand NAVHDA’s presence 
and visibility through our Publication outlets. 

This was yet another tremendously active year for our 
three primary NAVHDA Publication outlets: the VHD 
magazine, Social Media (NAVHDA international Face-
book and Instagram feeds), and our website www.navh-
da.org. Approximately 12% (360 total) of our new mem-
bers this year report learning about NAVHDA from one 
of these three sources.

I first need to acknowledge our incredible VHD Editor 
and Publisher Mary Burpee, who always does a fantastic 
job organizing, laying out, and putting the magazine to-
gether each month, as well as our volunteer copy Editors 
Rachael McAden and Sandra Downey who, along with 
Mary, read and edit each of the articles. I also want to 
thank Phil Swain, Mark Whalen, Nancy Anisfield and 
Patti Carter, all of whom are Contributing Editors, for 
their contributions this year. Most importantly, I want 
to thank the many members who contributed articles in 
2022. The VHD averaged just over 31 pages per issue 
this year, and included a total of 68 full articles from 56 

Director of Promotions: Andy Doak
2022 was yet another exceptional year for NAVHDA. 
NAVHDA saw a large expansion of new chapters geo-
graphically, continued success of specialty programs, and 
the launch of new specialty programs all designed to pro-
vide direct assistance from NAVHDA International to new 
and existing chapters. 

Due in large part to an increase of testing activity cou-
pled with the fact that membership growth significantly 
surpassed the growth in chapter numbers, the NAVHDA 
Executive Council made it a priority to expand NAVH-
DA’s presence throughout the US and Canada as is relates 
to new chapter growth. 

When a new chapter application is submitted to NAVH-
DA International, a dedicated team of NAVHDA mem-
bers on our Promotions Committee review those applica-
tions, coordinate directly with the applicants, help answer 
any questions they have, and, many times, they will visit 
the chapter to look at their intended training and testing 
grounds, or have a judge in the area visit the chapter. Sever-
al years ago, it became a requirement for a newly applying 
chapter to provide documentation of their testing locations 
to make sure they are sufficient to hold NA, UPT and UT 
tests. This ensures that new chapters are helping to sup-
port the NAVHDA testing system by being able to have the 
grounds needed to host tests. 

Our Promotions Committee had a very busy year in 
2022, in fact its busiest ever. In total 12 new chapter 
applications were received. Seven of those applications 
have been approved and are now new chapters. Those 
include new chapters in Arkansas, Kansas, Pennsylva-
nia, Minnesota, Washington, Tennessee and Colorado. 
Pending applications that are in the review process are 
in Ohio, Iowa, Indiana, Alberta and Quebec. Our Pro-
motions Committee will continue to work with chapters 
who have pending applications with the hope they are 
approved in 2023. NAVHDA now has 99 chapters, 88 in 
the US and 11 in Canada. 

It is important to note 1-3 new chapter applications are 
received in a typical year. In the past, sometimes no new 
chapter applications have been received each year. 2022 
has seen the most growth in new chapters in NAVHDA’s 
history, which is something we needed. Many thanks go 
to those dedicated NAVHDA members who took the big 
step to start or apply for a new NAVHDA chapter. Addi-
tionally, those who served on our Promotions Committee 
in 2022 deserve significant thanks. They included Brandon 
Smith, Brad Bischof, Jake Bartells, Desiree Stormont and 
Sean Ewaldt. While I may oversee the Promotions Com-
mittee, these are the individuals that coordinated with new 
chapter applicants, providing direct assistance to get them 
to the finish line of approval. Thank you as well to several 
NAVHDA judges who coordinated with the Promotions 
Committee to visit newly applying NAVHDA chapters to 

provide their guidance. Going forward, Brandon Smith 
will be stepping into a new role and serve as the Promo-
tions Committee Chair and will assist me by providing 
overall management of the Promotions Committee. 

In 2022 NAVHDA International started two new sup-
port programs designed to help new and existing NAVH-
DA Chapters with direct financial and educational support 
from NAVHDA International. They include the “New 
Chapter Assistance Program” and the “Chapter Mentor 
Program.” Both programs were started in large part by 
getting feedback directly from chapter Presidents through 
our new meetings taking place regularly between chapter 
Presidents, our Managing Director – Kim Arnett, and the 
Executive Council. Please don’t hesitate to pass along feed-
back to Kim, the Executive Council or your chapter Pres-
ident. Chapter feedback is often acted on and new pro-
grams and policies developed because of it. 

Within the first two years of forming, a new chapter has 
the option to apply for the New Chapter Assistance Pro-
gram which provides financial support from NAVHDA 
International to chapters through $1000 in direct funds, 
waiving of Aims and Rules Clinic fees, and assistance for 
judge travel costs. This is all designed to lessen the fi-
nancial burden when new chapters start up. There is no 
question this program has helped individuals considering 
starting a NAVHDA chapter decide to do so. We saw a 
strong increase in new chapter applications after this pro-
gram was launched. If you are considering forming and 
applying to start a new NAVHDA chapter, make sure to 
check out this program.  

The Chapter Mentor Program was established to pro-
vide direct contacts that any NAVHDA member can reach 
out to. A list of chapter mentors is available on NAVH-
DA’s website. The individuals bring a wide range of experi-
ence and knowledge. They are a resource to all NAVHDA 
members and spread out geographically. Chances are there 
is a mentor in your area. The mentors have already helped 
many new and existing NAVHDA members, and in some 
cases guided them on starting a new NAVHDA Chapter. 
Thank you to all who serve on the Mentor Program and if 
you are a NAVHDA member with a question please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to them. 

Another part of my duties as Director of Promotions is 
coordinating with our sponsors and conservation partners. 
Our support from companies and organizations continued 
to be unwavering in 2022. Purina ProPlan, Garmin Interna-
tional, Ugly Dog Hunting all remained exclusive sponsors, 
while Dakota283 continued as a corporate sponsor. Pheas-
ants Forever & Quail Forever as well as Ruffed Grouse 
Society continued as conservation partners. Our sponsors 
also provided donations and support for the virtual An-
nual Meeting and Invitational events. Multiple companies 
also supported the Invitational as event sponsors. Most 

notably, Cabela’s BassPro Business Sales again provided 
donations. Although Cabela’s is not a corporate sponsor, 
they continue to be a strong supporter of NAVHDA, and a 
pleasure to work with. Zeiss Optics and Bird Dog Cutlery 
also provided support through event sponsorships. Please 
support these companies and organizations who support 
NAVHDA whenever possible. 

Looking back at 2022, it was another year of success for 
NAVHDA across the board. Thank you to all our mem-
bers, chapters and individuals for being part of it. Thank 
you for the opportunity to again service the organization 
as Director of Promotions in 2022. 

I am looking forward to what will likely be another year 
of success in 2023 for NAVHDA. 

different authors! This represents a roughly 17% increase 
in both content and member contribution relative to last 
year!  As always, the VHD had five “regular issues” with 
pre-determined content: January (the Annual Report 
Issue), April (Annual Meeting Issue), May (the tremen-
dously popular Puppy Issue), August (Youth Issue), and 
December (Invitational Issue). We also published a 46 
page “Bonus Training Issue” which was released in July 
and included 20 articles covering a variety of training top-
ics ranging from puppy training to Invitational training.

NAVHDA’s Social Media continued to have high visi-
bility and engagement in 2022. With respect to Facebook, 
we had roughly 100 posts this year which reached over 
426,000 people, approximately 25,000 more than 2021. 
NAVHDA’s Instagram feed (@navhdainternational) was 
also very active, with just over 50 posts and 1400 new 
“Followers” this year (10,400 total). Our Instagram Sto-
ries series “Monday Morning Recap,” managed by Social 
Media Editor Erik Raynes, remains particularly popular. 

Our website, totally revamped three years ago, was 
more active than ever before, attracting an unprecedented 
number of visits by nonmembers. We averaged approxi-
mately 18,000 “hits” per month (215,650 total visits for 
the year), up over 35,000 from last year, with more than 
450,000 page views. Over 96,000 unique people visited 
the website, about 10 times the size of our membership, 
with approximately 75% being first time visitors! One 
of the many advantages of our new website is that it is 
“scalable” to different devices and platforms, self-opti-
mizing to fit the particular screen and device. This is be-
coming increasingly important, because almost 60% of 
those “hits” were from a mobile device. This trend will 
undoubtedly increase each year.

Finally, we launched our NAVHDA YouTube channel 
in 2021, where you can currently find 16 videos, includ-
ing promotional videos for the 2023 Annual Meeting and 
the 2022 Invitational, among other things. This has been 
considerably less active than our other platforms, with 
just 306 subscribers and 2200 total views of our videos. 
Haven’t seen the NAVHDA YouTube channel? Just type 
“NAVHDA International” into the YouTube search box 
and click on the first result that comes up with our logo. 
Please note that many videos that are not formally affili-
ated with NAVHDA International appear when you per-
form a general search for NAVHDA, so be sure to refer 
to our sanctioned NAVHDA International channel. We 
hope to add more videos to our channel each year. 

As I mentioned previously, Todd Rockhold will be serv-
ing as your Director of Publications beginning in 2023. 
I’m sure he looks forward to your input as much as I 
did. Todd can currently be reached at trockhold@navh-
da.org and, after the Annual Meeting, at publications@
navhda.org. 
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Director of Information Technology: Randy Hanson 
Moving NAVHDA’s Information Technology systems to 
the cloud has and will allow us to expand our capabili-
ties. Cloud technology brings much-needed insights and 
analytics. We gain access to these insights more quickly, 
as it’s easier to share and collaborate. Our cloud solu-
tion offers additional analytics tools and functionality. 
Perhaps one of the biggest advancements of recent years, 
which builds on changes in agile development practices 
and cloud computing, has been the increasing popularity 
and use of APIs, or application programming interfaces, 
to access other applications. API’s have been built in our 
environment to provide new capabilities between our 
store, website and our backend. 

The Central Office moved locations this summer, just 
a few miles away. We upgraded our phone system to a 
Microsoft Teams Phone System. This upgrade has giv-
en the office flexibility in making and answering inter-
nal and external calls directly from Microsoft Teams. I 
would like to thank everyone at the Central Office for 
their hard work transitioning to their new office. 

Natalie Ebbens has been working on linking the 
NAVHDA Store to our QuickBooks environment. 
This process has turned into a really big task.  The 
team rounded the corner now. The team actually end-
ed up with about 4,000 users in QuickBooks that do 
not have a NAVHDA Member number set. Thank you 
to the ladies at the Central Office for manually add-
ing the records and cross checking each record in the 
MARS Database. There are over 30,000 records in 
QuickBooks. Linking the NAVHDA Store to Quick-
Books provides enhancements to our membership re-
newal process. An example of this is that each member 
will have the ability to setup automatic membership 
renewal at checkout. Natalie has also been working on 
NAVHDA Member registration on the NAVHDA.org 
website. NAVHDA Members soon will have the ability 
to register with their NAVHDA number using their email 
address that is registered with NAVHDA. Members will 
be sent an activation email (to prove they are the owner 
of that email account) so that they can then activate their 
account on the website. After that point, anytime a mem-
ber logs in, it will sync Name and Address information in 
both their NAVHDA.org user and the NAVHDA Store. 
More to come on this. Thank you, Natalie Ebbens and 
the Information Technology Committee, for your hard 
work and dedication to NAVHDA. 

Finally, I would like to thank all the members of the 
EC and all the dedicated members of NAVHDA. It has 
been a pleasure to serve NAVHDA in my first year as 
the Director of Information Technology. Special thanks 
to all the ladies at the Central Office, their hard work 
and assistance has been instrumental.

RUFFEDGROUSE SOCIETY.ORG

JOIN TODAY 
1-888-564-6747

Join the Movement uniting conservationists 
to improve wildlife habitat and forest health. 
Become a member today!

RGS NavhdaOurForestsGrayAd_Navhda 2012 Ad  8/12/2020  5:32 PM  Page 1

ENTER TO WIN a chance at a guided hunting 
trip and an upland gear giveaway! 
Scan QR Code or visit: 
pheasantsforever.org/mentorpledge

*Product images are for 
illustrative purposes only and 
may differ from the actual 
product being given away.

Take the Hunter Mentor Pledge today and you’ll be 
automatically entered to win great prizes. We need your 

commitment to preserving our outdoor heritage... 
If you don’t, who will?

SAVING THE LIFESTYLE
TAKE THE HUNTER MENTOR PLEDGE

One Mentor and their Mentee will be selected for  
a guided hunting experience of a lifetime  

provided by South Dakota Tourism.

GSP Available for Stud
Liver & white patched PennHIP Rt .22 Lt .24

NA 112 I UT 196 I IT 196 Pass

VC Pro Shot Man About Town MH

Jeff Wamsley 
Brownsburg, Indiana

(317) 753-8059

 

 

*Rare breed originating from Germany 
*Closer working, highly cooperative and great family dogs 
*Tons of energy and stamina to last all day in the field 
*Quiet all day in the house 
Hunt with one of these handsome dogs next fall and experi-
ence the difference yourself. You won’t ever go back! 

Puppies due January 30, 2023 
Dam: Muddy Paws Brooks (Louise) NA prize 1 110 pts. 
Sire: Brushdales open Season (Jagar) Passed Invitational VC 
*Jagar is pictured on the cover of the Dec. ‘22 issue of VHD! 

Both are great closer working dogs with great noses. 
                       Contact: 

Sunny Acres Kennel at 
sunnyacresak@gmail.com 

Jagar 

 

Louise 
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Some people just can’t help themselves. My mother 
was like that. When she noticed an obvious stray 
dog that looked like it had missed a few meals, she 

would scrape together some leftovers and lovingly put 
it out to feed it. It was just one of many fond memo-
ries, important life lessons, that she unwittingly taught 
us through actions not lecturing. Looking back, with 
67 years in my own rear-view mirror, I have come to 
realize and appreciate ever more my mother’s intrinsic 
generosity and compassion. For a Sergeant’s wife with 
seven little mouths of her own to feed, she never al-
lowed economics to determine her values. Clearly, the 
proverbial apple didn’t fall too far from the tree. In spite 
of having six hunting dogs of my own to feed and care 
for, four years ago I decided to start a registered 501(c) 3 
“hunting dog” rescue organization - Gundogz Rescue. 
Not necessarily for a particular breed or two but, more 
specifically, for all real hunting dogs, the ones that ac-
tually hunt. Just like the ones you and I own. This is 
not a case of dog snobbery. I sincerely applaud all dog 
rescue efforts, period. However, true gundogs in need 
of rehoming are different. 
Very different. They think 
and act differently than 
your average “pet.” Most 
of them actually thrive in 
challenging circumstances 
where more is demanded 
of them than to just sit, 
stay and come. They often 
demand and require activ-
ity, structure and training 
to feel fulfilled. And when 
they don’t get it, they can 
become restless and often 
develop bad habits strictly 
out of boredom. I hear it 
every day from frustrated 
dog owners that realize 

they greatly underestimated the commitment required 
to own and properly care for their well-bred bird dog. 
As a result, the more noble-minded owners realize that 
they and their beloved pet would be much happier if 
their dog lived in a home of experienced hunting dog 
owners. A home where they actually get to do what they 
were bred to do - hunt. We’ve also discovered there is 
an entire segment of active hunters that have, through 
no fault of their own, had life changing circumstances 
that unfairly impact their beloved hunting dog (see the 
article Should I Adopt My Next Hunting Dog by Dr. 
Seth Bynum on our website). 

Surprisingly, we have only encountered two dogs in 
four years with “baggage“ that affected their being ad-
opted. One found the perfect new owner and the other is 
still living at my home while the search continues. Take 
the time to read the testimonials. They go a long way 
to explain why we are experiencing so much success in 
what we do. Another important factor is the number 
of willing volunteers that contribute to our nationwide 
efforts. As a member of NAVHDA, I have experienced 

first-hand the willingness 
of different chapter mem-
bers all around the coun-
try, to step up and help 
out. Much like my mom, 
they just can’t help them-
selves! One NAVHDA 
member in Georgia hap-
pens to be a Delta pilot. 
When he learned we had a 
hunting dog in our system 
with registered service dog 
qualifications that we were 
trying to get transported to 
Washington state, he per-
sonally contacted a friend, 
another Delta pilot in Seat-
tle that went out of his way 

Gundogz Rescue 
By Pat Nordquist
President/Founder Gundogz Rescue.org

to fly back to Atlanta on a red-eye space available flight, 
then board the next available return flight with the dog 
on a lead in the cabin and flew back to Seattle and met 
me at the arrivals area to deliver the dog. All on his per-
sonal time for free. He actually thanked me for letting 
him be a part of Moose’s journey. Some help by foster-
ing and evaluating the dogs. NAVHDA members with 
hunt test experience are a perfect fit for this import-
ant feature of our program. Still others can help with 
transporting, while some prefer to help by making tax 
deductible donations to the Rescue. It all has come to-
gether to make Gundogz Rescue very successful at what 
we do. We have not had a single failed adoption in four 
years. Over time, we plan on sharing heartwarming sto-
ries with VHD magazine that will bring a tear to your 
eyes and leave you shaking your head in amazement. 
One recent Gundogz experience will explain how a nine 
year old autistic boy had his life forever changed by Wil-
lie Nelson. Another will detail the emotional recovery of 
an avid hunter that completely gave up hunting after the 
loss of his beloved hunting dog, that is, until Maddox 
came into his life. And stories of how some senior hunt-
ing dogs provided the perfect fit for senior hunters that 
needed experience over youthful enthusiasm to continue 
as active bird hunters. Our mission statement contains 
the goal of providing deserving dogs and their owners 
with practical solutions where everybody wins. I my-
self won by permanently adopting Tessa, a 7-year-old 
English Pointer that is a dog of a lifetime. It certainly 
never hurts to practice what you preach, thanks again 
Mom. My only regret was not starting Gundogz Rescue 
sooner! Stay tuned! 

Chukar Hunts 
in Hells Canyon
• Professional guides with 

pointing dogs or bring 
your own dogs

• Top notch camps 
and excellent food

• 4-5 day raft based chukar 
hunts in Oregon & Idaho

541-437-1111
www.minamstore.com

Contact
Grant Richie

TESSA, MY ADOPTED, 7-YEAR-OLD ENGLISH 
POINTER THAT IS A DOG OF A LIFETIME.

MOOSE, AN ADOPTED 5-YEAR-OLD CHOCOLATE 
LAB WITH SERVICE DOG CERTIFICATIONS IS VERY 
EXPERIENCED IN HUNTING WATERFOWL AS WELL 
AS UPLAND BIRDS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY.
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Minnesota winters are long, and for many, many 
years the Minnesota Chapter has held winter 
indoor obedience classes for its members. For 

2022, I altered the course format to really gear it for 
those people wanting to test in UPT or UT. I called this 
foundation obedience class ‘Versatile Dog 201-Heel, 
Whoa, Fetch.’ Sixteen handlers/dogs participated in 
the class, spread into three groups, which met once per 
month for four months. At these sessions, they worked 

“I don’t want to get all wrapped up in this testing 
stuff, I just want some help training my hunting 
dog!” This is a statement you will hear from a lot 

of people new to NAVHDA with their first versatile dog.
Many people’s first exposure to NAVHDA is by their 

breeder, who may suggest that new puppy owners join 
NAVHDA in hopes they will get their puppies evaluat-
ed in a Natural Ability (NA) test as a measure of their 
breeding program. That, and they know that NAVHDA 
chapters are a good way for them to meet other people 
familiar with the versatile breeds and get them on the 
right track.

The Minnesota Chapter is a very large chapter, aver-
aging over 300 members annually the last several years. 
As with many chapters, we do get a fair number of new 
members who join for a year, participate enough to get 
their pup through the NA test, then they go on their way, 
and we never see them again.  There is also another group 
of people who get involved with the chapter’s exposure 
and training days, get through their NA test, get bitten 

by the NAVHDA bug and camaraderie, and then say, 
“Now what?”

We realize that for most handlers and their dogs, es-
pecially new people, the goal of a Prize I Utility dog is 
probably not realistic. What we do stress, though, is that 
there is a lot of “middle ground” that can be covered 
between the Natural Ability Test and a Prize I Utility Test 
performance that will truly make your dog a better hunt-
ing companion. 

After the NA test, the next test in the NAVHDA system 
is the Utility Preparatory Test (UPT).  The NAVHDA Aims 
book describes this test as follows: “It is a test midway 
between the Natural Ability Test and the Utility Test. The 
dog’s level of obedience and training should demonstrate 
that it is on its way to becoming a Utility dog.”

In the NAVHDA Natural Ability (NA), Utility Prepa-
ratory (UPT) and Utility (UT) tests, a dog that earns a 
“Prize,” even a Prize III level, is said to have “Passed” 
a particular test. What does this mean? In general, at 
each test level, this means that the dog met or exceed-

ed the minimum standards as set by the 
NAVHDA Aims & Rules for that test. 
Let’s look at the minimum standards re-
quired to “Pass” the Utility Preparatory 
Test.

All NAVHDA tests use a 0–4-point 
scoring system for each segment of a 
test. The highlighted column of scores 
in parentheses in the far-right column in 
the chart indicates the minimum score 
necessary to obtain a Prize III level 
(passing) score in the test. So, what do 
those numbers mean, and what would 
a dog need to do to achieve those mini-
mum scores?

While I am a NAVHDA judge, I want 
to emphasize that at a NAVHDA test, 
there are three judges, and the scores 
earned are a consensus score of what all 
three judges saw and evaluated through-
out the dog and handler team’s perfor-
mance that day. For a full understand-
ing of the NAVHDA scorecard system, 

Scoring System for the Utility Preparatory Test

 Index Max. Points 
Test Number Attainable Prize I  Prize II  Prize III 
Water 
Water Search  4  16  16(4)  12(3)  8(2) 
Walking at Heel  2  8  6(3)  4(2)  2(1) 
Steadiness by Blind  2  8  6(3)  4(2)  2(1) 
Retrieve of a Duck  3  12  9(3)  6(2)   3(1) 
Field 
Search  5  20  15(3)  15(3)  10(2) 
Pointing  4  16  16(4)  12(3)  8(2) 
Steadiness on Game   3  12  9(3)  6(2)  3(1) 
Retrieve of Shot Bird   3  12  9(3)  6(2)  3(1) 
Retrieve by Drag  3  12  9(3)  6(2)  3(1) 
Judged Throughout 
Use of Nose  6  24  24(4)  18(3)  18(3) 
Desire to Work  5  20  20(4)  15(3)  10(2) 
Cooperation  3  12  9(3)  6(2)  3(1) 
Obedience  3  12  9(3)  6(2)  6(2) 

TOTAL  184 157   116  79 
Minimum score for each prize classification is indicated in parentheses.  

handlers should consider attending an official NAVHDA 
Aims & Rules Clinic.  

If you look at the minimum Prize III requirements for 
the UPT test, for a dog to “Pass,” this is my own short 
synopsis of what I would be looking for, in general, for a 
dog to obtain a passing (Prize III) score. 

Do a productive field search, point birds for the handler 
and consistently be at least “steady to flush” so the han-
dler can flush the game in range of the gunners.

Retrieve all game it is sent out for or breaks for on its 
own (land and water) and bring it back to within reason-
able reach of the handler no matter how efficiently it does 
it.  (Game recovery is a key NAVHDA principle)

with their own dogs to learn obedience concepts and 
training methods that they could then work on their 
own at home in between the monthly sessions. We even 
started a private Facebook group where participants 
could share their experiences and videos and get feed-
back on their progress. 

Out of these class groups, I offered to take a small 
group of handlers and dogs and continue working with 
them toward participating in a UPT test. Seven handlers 

Do a several minute water search within reasonable 
shotgun range. A retrieve is not required unless the dog 
locates the dead duck.

Have decent manners on the way to and around the 
duck bind in the presence of gunfire and a thrown duck.

Doesn’t that sound like a “passable” HUNTING 
DOG?   

“Passing” or obtaining even a Prize III in UPT test 
proves that you have a useful hunting companion on 
land and water, before and after the shot, and will be a 
good foundation for further training and testing if you 
choose to.

A Good Measure of a Serviceable ‘Hunting’ Dog

PART 1: 
THE UTILITY PREPARATORY TEST

By Pete Aplikowski
Ham Lake, Minnesota

Score Legend: WATER-Search for Duck, Walking at Heel, Steady by Blind, Retrieve of Duck
FIELD-Search, Pointing, Steadiness Total, Retrieve of Shot Bird, Retrieve by Drag

 TOTAL OUT-Nose, Desire to Work, Cooperation, Obedience

Utility Preparatory Test Sex Breed Reg # Yr-Mo WATER FIELD T/OUT Pts Prz Owner/Handler
FAUCI SUGAREE LILACS VAN DE VELDE F SP-003231 2-1 43 44 44234 44 43 170 II DEREK VAN DE VELDE
JUNIE BEE GIRARD F GS-023034 2-6 42 14 44233 44 42 156 III ROBERT J GIRARD
FOREST HILLS RUNNING THE RIDGE TOP M GS-023852 1-3 24 43 44212 44 22 140 III CHAD J GILLETTE

TEETH: MISSING 306,308&408
RUSING BRUDER DE LA HHF M BS-001699 2-1 42 22 44233 44 43 155 II ADAM M NELSON

TEETH: EXTRA 105
SAGE XII F GW-013003 2-7 44 44 44344 44 43 178 I LOGAN WEISS

 JUDGES: BRENT A KROLL; DAVID M HAHN; MICHAEL L NEIDUSKI

 PART 2: 
THE 2022 MINNESOTA CHAPTER 

WINTER OBEDIENCE CLASSES 
AND UPT TRAINING GROUP
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retrieve the same two wing-clipped chukar and pigeon 
about 100 times.

When I started this training with June, I did not have 
any desire to hunt Junie for ducks. To me, the duck 
search/water retrieving was just in case I dropped a 
rooster in a pond, the dog would get it, not me. Two 
weeks after we took the test, my 6 1/2 year old black 
lab, “my duck dog,” had to be put down because of 
kidney failure. Well, Junie just inherited a new job. She 
doesn’t hit the water like he did or do hand signals, but 
she got it done. This fall, I put down 63 birds and never 
had to take the boat out or wade out to get them. I’ll 
call that a success!

The one thing I was not expecting, is that I’d want 
to test again. I thought that after June got better at our 
goals I would be done. Now I have a new set of goals 
and want to improve on the original ones.

and dogs came out of this class with June 4th circled on 
their calendars for their UPT test. It was stressed to the 
participants that the work they did indoors over the next 
couple months would be the key to their success in June. 
To help cement this concept, I often tell new handlers: 
“Utility Dogs are NOT made on the fields and water of 
Kelley Farms in May, June and July, but they ARE made 
in your garage in January, February and March!”  

Spring and ice-out came very late to Minnesota in 
2022.  It was late April before the group could get out 
on the water to work on duck searches. The water was 
still cold well into May, and two of the handlers’ dogs 
were just not showing enough progress on duck search-
es to move on to final test preparations. That June 4th 
test date was looming.  They decided to not rush things 
and push the dogs too hard and they pulled from the 
test. That left five dogs and handlers in the June 4th UPT 
test. THEY ALL PASSED, and I have to say I was very 
proud of the group and their scores, especially their 
duck search and overall retrieving scores.

Here are some of the handlers’ stories and observations:

BOB GIRARD AND JUNE (2 YEAR, 6 MONTHS 
GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTER)
I signed up for the course because, never having a point-
ing dog, I was unsure/afraid that if I did something 
wrong there would be a chance that I would mess up the 
things June was already doing well. I felt that if I com-
mitted to the test, that it would hold me accountable to 
stick with it through the good days and bad.

My end goals were to improve on June’s retrieving 
and to get steady to at least shot.

The retrieving was definitely a struggle. I had no con-
sistency. The best thing I learned was to break every-
thing down to its smallest parts and then repeat, repeat, 
repeat... The last two weeks before the test, I had her 

ADAM NELSON AND BRU (2 YEAR, 1 MONTH 
OLD BRITTANY SPANIEL)
I always had ambition for training my dog toward a Util-
ity Test, but it wasn’t until I saw the Versatile 201 course 
with the Utility Preparatory Test group training option 
that I decided to give it a go. I know I wasn’t the only one 
in the group debating if we had what it takes to compete 
in the UPT, but when the ice finally went out, the progress 
we made in the Duck Search along with the obedience 
fundamentals we established during the winter gave us 
the confidence to proceed with the UPT.

I knew from the previous hunting season that just 
“Hold and Carry” training and reinforcement was not 
going to be enough, so a more complete Force Fetch/Re-
trieve training program was going to have to be part of 
the program. I learned the most about my dog and how 
to train him during this process. The investment we made 
in that will also give us the biggest payback in our future 
hunting seasons. Bru can be stubborn and get bored with 
training at times. Learning how to keep the task at hand 
fun for both of us was important for us. Could I have 

DEREK VAN DE VELDE AND FAUCI (2 YEAR, 1 
MONTH OLD SPINONE)
The winter obedience class the chapter offered provided a 
hub of information and a philosophy that this is YOUR 
job, and the chapter will not train your dog for you.  This 
is a place to hang out and train dogs together.     It was 
a collective. An interactive experience.   I started posting 
pictures and videos of the struggles and successes. It was 
a great group and awesome conversation. It felt like I was 
in contact with someone almost every day trying to dial in 
the process.

There was finally a point where we had that break-
through in teamwork and understanding.   Remember, 
you’re going through this together. 

After the winter foundation course and at home training, 
we moved toward getting ready for the test.  How the dog 
would handle birds was still on my mind.  Is she going to 
pick up that challenging bird during the test? Well, we did 
it with a 170/184 UPT score. Was it perfect, no, but she did 
better than I expected!

This fall, as we approached hunting season, I thought, 
will all this training and test scenario stuff transfer to wild 
bird hunting?  After a dozen or so woodcock wild flushed 
on us early season, I finally found her in the woods locked 
up on a woodcock. This was the moment I’ve been waiting 
for. I flushed the bird, shot, and it went down. She was on 
the search for that downed bird and I stood there wonder-
ing if it was coming back. I could not see her. From what 
I could hear she was focused in a spot and it seemed like 
she was struggling as she did in past hunting seasons and 
the woodcock was a new bird to her. I gave out a confident 

LOGAN WEISS AND SAGE (2 YEAR, 7 MONTH 
OLD GERMAN WIREHAIRED POINTER)
When Pete first announced his Versatile Dog 201-Heel, 
Whoa, Fetch course in December of 2021, I reached out 
immediately. I’d joined NAVHDA the previous year 
with my GWP who was too old to run NA. I hunted a 
lot, and I knew I wanted to run her in a test eventually, 
but as a first-time handler that seemed like a long way 
away. 

The course provided a framework for what we should 
focus on in our training and deadlines to hit  to be on 
track for our test. Pete made it clear he wasn’t going to 
train our dogs for us, but he was always available to 
answer questions, and I also got a community of guys 
working on the same things at the same time. By the 
time our June UPT test came around, I felt ready, and 
we ended up with a 178 Prize I. 

With the confidence of completing UPT and the course 
which pushed us to work through duck search and force 
fetch, I signed up for a UT test later that summer. We 
worked on steadiness and clean retrieves until the test, 
and we finished with a 194 Prize I. I certainly couldn’t 
have gotten to that point without the foundation laid by 
Pete and the UPT group. 

Last spring led me to really appreciate the UPT test, 
it seemed like the right test for the group - attainable, 
yet challenging. Our group shows that a lot of first-
time handlers can get a dog to the UPT level over the 
course of the winter, and once you’re there not only do 
you have a dog with solid hunting skills, but UT finally 
seems attainable too.

Pete Aplikowski is a NAVHDA Judge and the President 
of the Minnesota Chapter. 

gotten mad at Bru for some of his shenanigans during the 
test? YUP! But he is young and was having a ball. By far 
the biggest take away for me was that training shouldn’t 
come at the expense of the dog. There is no rush.

“fetch” and I could hear the rustling in the brush come 
to an end and then saw her coming back to me. I almost 
started crying when I saw that bird in her mouth. She sat 
down in front of me and presented just like we practiced. 
I wish there was someone there to video the excitement in 
the woods at that moment. 

To see that all come together was amazing. 
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Photo of the Month

Kennel Name Applications

These applications for registration of kennel names have been received by 
the NAVHDA Registry. Any objections must be written and submitted to 
Lisa Pehur, Registrar, NAVHDA, PO Box 520, Arlington Hts, IL 60006, 
on or before February 1, 2023. To obtain registration forms, write the 
Registrar at the above address or go to www.navhda.org. 

KENNEL NAME BREED OWNERS

CLASSIFIEDS 

Classifieds must be paid for and submitted through the 
NAVHDA Store at www.navhdastore.org in the Pre-
Pay VHD Ads section. All classified ads are limited to 
35 words and price is $35.00 for all categories. Sub-
mission deadline for classifieds is the first of the month 
before the month of issue. For example: deadline for 
March issue is February 1st. 

And some other important stuff 
you really should think about reading... 
To all breeders: when submitting a litter registration, please 
make sure to sign your application. Owners of both the sire 
and dam need to sign the application before you submit the 
registration application. We also need NAVHDA DNA on both 
sire and dam of the litter.

To all members: please keep your contact and mailing infor-
mation up to date. Email the international office at navoffice@
navhda.org with any changes.

We are always looking for fun photos, quotes, short training 
tips and anything else that you’d like to share in The Forum.  
Please send to vhd@navhda.org

THE FORUM 
GOT SOMETHING TO SELL? WHY NOT ADVERTISE WITH US! 
We have VHD classifieds and regular ad sizes available through the 
NAVHDA store. For more information, go to our website (www.
navhda.org) under Advertise with Us for full details.

“Salty,” my Wirehaired Pointing Griffon, with 
his prize, and still searching the skies for 
more geese, on the Salisbury, Massachusetts 
marshes.

 “Salty” is a true denizen of the marshes, 
whether it’s kayaking, fishing, lobstering, or 
retrieving ducks and geese from ice-clogged 
tidal creeks, he’s earned his name.

 Like all Griffs, he’s super smart, has keen 
senses and uses them all, all the time. And, 
like all Griffs, he’s very loving but impish. If 
you don’t give him a job, he’ll find one to do 
and you probably won’t like it.

 
   ~ Mike Thiel
  Rye, New Hampshire

VANGUARD GS JEFF TUCKER
BEARDS & BOURBON GR TANIA C. WARNOCK
STEADY BIRD DOG  PP ERIC D. BRESSON
RED CLOUD GS KYLE D. DYKSTRA
TOP POINT’S GS MELIZA & RYAN RITACCA   
PEACE RIVER SM RONALD & DENISE KLINGSTEN
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Year End: As of this writing we only have two more 
tests on the calendar. Thank you to all Judges for your 
efforts and flexibility this year. We were still feeling the 
effects of Covid in 2022, and we had many judges take 
on extra assignments with very short notice. 

Invitational Judges: Thank you to the 25 Judges who 
judged our first ever Western Invitational in New Mexi-
co. Many of you arrived early and left late. Your efforts 
are greatly appreciated. Many thanks to all the mem-
bers of the Zia Chapter and The Ranches for all your 
hard work and efforts hosting this test. It was a great 
event, and we look forward to returning to beautiful 
New Mexico.

Annual Meeting: The Annual Meeting will be held on 
January 26th - 28th in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. On Sat-
urday the 28th at 10:15 am, there will be a Judges Break-
out session. All Judges and Apprentice Judges are invit-
ed to attend. Attendance is not mandatory, but strongly 
encouraged. This session will be open for Judges and 
Apprentice Judges only. If you attend this session, you 
will be given credit for a Judges Workshop.

At 1:00 pm on the same day, there will be a Judges 
Q&A Session open to all attendees. All Judges and Ap-
prentice Judges are invited to attend. This will be an 
opportunity for all NAVHDA members to ask Judges 
any questions they may have.

Judges Workshops: We will be offering two virtual Judg-
es Workshops this year for those not able to attend the 
Annual Meeting. The dates for the workshops are Sun-
day, March 12th at 1:00 pm Eastern and Sunday, March 
26th at 1:00 pm Eastern. Please add these dates to your 
calendars. If you are not attending the Judges Breakout 
session at the Annual Meeting, you are required to at-
tend one of the virtual sessions to maintain your Judge 
status for 2023. Invitations for the virtual sessions will 
be sent out shortly. Apprentice Judges are strongly en-
couraged to attend. All judges are required to attend 
one Judges Workshop a year. There are three opportuni-
ties to do so as outlined above.

Securing Judges for 2023: Please encourage your chap-
ters to secure Judges for 2023 as soon as possible. Many 
Judges have already reported that their NAVHDA cal-
endars are full for next year. We will not be approv-
ing any tests for 2023 with only two Judges. The only 
circumstance that two-Judge teams will be approved 
would be in event of illness or injury.

Apprentice Update: Earlier this year, upon recommen-
dation by the Judging and Testing Committee, the 
NAVHDA Executive Council (EC) decided to change 
a requirement in apprenticing and provide additional 
program incentives.  First, upon being accepted into the 
Apprentice Judge program, the apprentice may apply 
for reimbursement of the fee for the required Aims & 
Rules Clinic. Second, traveling “out of area” twice was 
reduced to once “out of area.” And, to alleviate some of 
the cost of traveling out of area, a request for reimburse-
ment of travel expenses up to $500 may be made when 
the apprentice is approved as a Judge.   

The changes to the Apprentice Judge Program and 
increased publicity regarding apprenticing have yielded 
encouraging results. We currently have 51 apprentices 
in the program. This is significantly higher than the 35-
40 apprentices we have had in past years. The high stan-
dards to become a NAVHDA Judge have not changed. 
If your chapter can help with providing accommodation 
or meals for apprentices, this will further help these ded-
icated people along the way.  
 
Spectators: Spectators are permitted to accompany han-
dlers in the field at all NAVHDA tests, as long as the 
judging team and handler are in agreement. For safe-
ty reasons, there should never be any more than two 
spectators in the field. Spectators are never permitted to 
coach the handler in any way. If the judging team feels 
that the spectators are posing a safety risk, or their pres-
ence is negatively affecting the dog’s performance, they 
have the authority to remove spectators from the field.

Apprentice Score Cards: We ask that Apprentice Judges 
fill in their score and the consensus score in the verti-
cal “score” column of the card. Refer to the legend in 
the bottom right-hand corner of the card. The upper 
left side of the score block is for your score, the bottom 
right corner of the block is the consensus score. 

It has been a standard in NAVHDA since the 
establishment of the Association that the most 
important factor in determining the success of 
NAVHDA tests is the quality of judging. There-
fore, it is essential that judging always be uni-
form, objective and in accordance with NAVHDA 
rules. Only the Judges have the ability, the pow-
er, and the opportunity to maintain standardized 
testing of versatile hunting dogs. Judging is a spe-
cial privilege and responsibility. The conduct of 
Judges must show consideration for the handler 
and always exemplify exceptional field manners. 
Additionally, the reputation and the public image 
of the Association are, in large part, reflected by 
our judging and the performance of individual 
Judges. 

To maintain the high standards NAVHDA ad-
vocates and has traditionally been acclaimed for, 
it is mandatory that a Judge’s performance be 
consistent with the following standards:

Because of the significant leadership role and the 
public image judging inherently provides, Judges 
will be held to a higher standard when consider-
ing compliance with the NAVHDA Bylaws, spe-
cifically Article II, Section 2:09 (Termination and 
Reinstatement), “a violation of the corporation’s 
rules, misconduct, any action determined by the 
Executive Council to be harmful to the corpora-
tion, or any action contrary to the conduct of a 
sportsman who respects and conserves the natu-
ral environment.”

Judges must know and comply with the most 
current edition of the Aims, Programs and Test 
Rules book. This includes ensuring knowledge 
and use of updates and clarifications of rule ap-
plication as specified in the notes and minutes of 
Judges Seminars and the quarterly “email blasts” 
promulgated by the Director of Judge Develop-
ment. 

In addition to judging in accordance with 
NAVHDA rules, judging should demonstrate 
knowledge, consistency, and objectivity. Further, 
a Judge’s conduct must show consideration for 
the handler, recognizing that he or she is our cus-
tomer and is to be treated with respect. 

A Judge’s personal conduct, sportsmanship, 
professionalism, and integrity shall be consistent 
with the high standards expected for leadership 
within the Association. Being a Judge is a leader-
ship position that reflects on the entire NAVHDA 
membership. 

The loyalty of a judge in adhering to NAVH-
DA principles and guidelines established both in 
writing and by tradition are essential to remain in 
good standing as a NAVHDA Judge. When dis-
cussion of areas of improvement is needed, such 
discussions will be directed to the appropriate 
members of the NAVHDA Executive Council and 
should not be shared with the public.

At no time may a handler or his or her dog be 
publicly vilified. 

(Note: The public reading of scores after a test 
is not considered public praise or vilification. It 
is, rather, a simple statement of the dog’s perfor-
mance as evaluated by the judging team. After 
scores are read and questions answered, score 
cards are put away and further discussion of a 
dog’s or handler’s performance is to be discour-
aged, and in no case will it be conducted in pub-
lic. If at some point after completion of all as-
pects of a test, a question arises regarding scoring 
or judging and a further discussion or review is 
required, the Executive Council may direct such 
a discussion or review.) 

Appointment as a Judge is temporary. Such ap-
pointment is a special privilege and responsibility. 
Termination of this appointment may be made by 
the Executive Council if a breach of the standards 
stated in this document are violated. Termination 
may also be caused by failure to adhere to certain 
performance and qualification criteria.

If a Judge’s conduct does not meet the criteria 
established in this document, a letter or email 
describing the circumstances and related facts 
should be sent to the Director of Judge Devel-
opment. It is the longstanding policy of NAVH-
DA that circumstances regarding Judge conduct 
may be investigated. Upon receipt of communi-
cation regarding a Judge’s conduct, the Director 
of Judge Development may, as he or she deter-

JUDGING & TESTING UPDATES NAVHDA JUDGE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
(Originally published in the October 2021 Judges Email Blast and the December 

2021 VHD. This document has been revised to include appeal language.)
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NAVHDA Test Results

SPOON RIVER 10/14/2022 2022-0484 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BOONE GS 6.71 99 II BLAKE WARREN
EDDA VOM CV GS 3.35 106 II SHAWN D TAYLOR
GARVER’S MACI GW 12.77 105 I ALYSSA GARVER
MAST OF THE ARGO GW 13.26 98 None KEVIN MATTHEWS
NASHS’ TRIPP GS 11.74 105 II DUSTIN E NASH
NORTH IOWA’S C SAN ROQUE PP 16.10 88 Eval MARK E ANDRACKI

TEETH: MISSING 207  
NOSAMS LIVE AND LET LIVE VI 13.61 108 II ANDREA WHITTAKER

BITE: UNDERSHOT  
REBEL POINT’S JETSTREAM LUNA PP 13.90 97 III DILLON DELONG
TRUE NORTH’S BERETTA WEAVER PP 23.13 108 Eval ADAM K WEAVER
ZOLDMALI DALLAMA WV 8.00 103 II BLAKE RENTFROW

JUDGES:  ROBERT HAUSER, JONATHAN PARANJOTHY, JOSEPH E STRONG

SPOON RIVER 10/15/2022 2022-0485 
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ASPEN GLO MAGNANIMOUS MILO GR 3.37 140 None CHARLES W NUNEMAKER
BEAVERS RUDE MEMPHIS SLIM GS 5.52 183 II JAY D WADE
DE JAC’S UNFORGETABLE LUNA GR 2.54 139 None CHARLES W NUNEMAKER
STELLA D’ORO BI 3.98 150 None LINDA A PADDOCK
WIGGINS ELHEW ELI PT 6.44 201 I ROBERT HAUSER

JUDGES:  JONATHAN PARANJOTHY, MATTHEW J MINICH, JOSEPH E STRONG

SPOON RIVER 10/16/2022 2022-0486 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
A REASONABLY FILTERED REPLICA GS 9.32 112 I BRIDGET WICHMANN
ASPEN HILL ONE MORE POUR GS 7.42 90 III ROBERT J ELLISON
BOONE GS 6.77 97 II BLAKE WARREN
BROWN BULLET’S SASSY CASSIE PP 11.87 103 II JOHN H VANZANT
CALIBER POINTS YODA BEST MALLATOBUCK PP 9.81 95 None RYAN L SLONEKER
HALEY’S KAIA GS 12.58 110 I GRAHAM HALEY

TEETH: MISSING 107,108,207&306  
LAKE MONROE CCA’S KARL GS 9.32 104 III JUSTIN B MUSSELWHITE
LODUHA’S BARNEY BS 14.61 112 I THADDEUS LODUHA
SUMA’S GERALD’S PEANUT BRITTLE GS 11.52 108 I MARK JUNKER
TRIPLE FLUSH HOLDIN MY OWN GS 9.29 112 I AARON JOHNSON

JUDGES:  ROBERT HAUSER, MATTHEW J MINICH, JOSEPH E STRONG

LONE STAR 11/04/2022 2022-0487 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
COCHETOPA GOLDRUSH DARLING DAPHNE GW 11.93 63 None KARA M FINGER

COAT: JUDGED DRY - NO FURNISHINGS  USED BIRD AT WATER  Gun Sensitive  TEMP: Sensitive
DAKOTA VON DEM FEUERHAUS GS 10.60 108 II DEVYN REILEY
DELTA VON DEM FEUERHAUS GS 10.60 98 III MEGAN HILL

BITE: UNDERSHOT  
EMBER VON DEM FEUERHAUS GS 5.03 108 II RENAY L THOMAS

TEETH: PUPPY TEETH  
NORTH TEXAS LORETTA PP 5.03 73 None STEPHEN W LUNDY

USED BIRD AT WATER -- TEETH: PUPPY TEETH  
NORTH TEXAS LYNN PP 5.03 95 III STEPHEN W LUNDY

TEETH: PUPPY TEETH  
SAK’S BEARDED TOXOPHILITE GR 10.27 112 I ANGELA M WARSCHEFSKY
THENA VON TWISTED POINT GS 13.37 99 II RENAY L THOMAS

JUDGES:  FRANK D VERRET, TIMOTHY A OTTO, BRYAN D GUILLORY

LONE STAR 11/05/2022 2022-0488 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
BAILEY DER LIEBESMEISTER VON LSB GS 10.90 104 III TAYLA ATTWOOD
DEEP CREEK DEMBE GR 6.60 112 I BRYCE J GERLACH
DIRT ROAD DOG CO. C CURTIS COCO SM 9.67 104 III ADAM COCO
LOST CREEK ALL GEAUX GUMBO ROUX PP 15.83 104 III MARSHALL CARMEN
NEBRASKA’S SAGE GR 12.30 94 None BRYCE J GERLACH
NORTH TEXAS REMI PP 10.13 105 II DANIEL J HEBERT
PALADINS FIFI TEXAS PP 14.57 104 III STEPHEN W LUNDY
SAGE DAS DIVAMEISTER VON LSB GS 10.90 104 III CHRISTOPHER M TUOHY

TEETH: EXTRA 205  
JUDGES:  FRANK D VERRET, TIMOTHY A OTTO, BRYAN D GUILLORY

LONE STAR 11/06/2022 2022-0489 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FEATHER FETCHERS ROGUE GS 5.67 87 None CAMERON R TUCKER
LAND RUNS BIG BEN PP 12.90 93 III DANNY R HART
LEFTY GR 15.47 97 II KELSEY HUNT
REBEL POINT JOSIE’S TULA PP 14.63 110 I CAMERON MCCOY
SAK’S WIRED UP BODIE GR 10.33 91 III CHRIS RUSS
TOTO SP 9.77 86 III WILLIAM G MILLER JR

TEETH: 304 & 404 ONSET MALOCCLUSION  
TRIPLE FLUSH OTTO GS 12.20 104 I TODD STONE

TEETH: UNDERSHOT  
VALODI BUFFALO TRACE VI 14.17 110 I DARYL KRAUSE
VALODI SHE’S IN A LEAGUE OF HER OWN VI 8.97 108 I ANDREA M BAHLO

JUDGES:  FRANK D VERRET, TIMOTHY A OTTO, BRYAN D GUILLORY

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/12/2022 2022-0490 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
JACKIE’S SASSY SADIE OF BECKET HILL GS 13.20 108 II JACQUELINE M ALIX
NORTHERN EXPOSURE BRAVE ENOUGH GS 5.97 112 I PETER B WADE
SHARP SHOOTERS GRAND FINALE GS 5.93 106 II GLENN A BASKO
SOUTHERN FIRE’S EARNEST EVANS FLAG GR 15.20 105 I BRYAN DIEKMAN
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
ELVIS V SNYDER GW 6.46 193 I JOSEPH D NOVAK
PADME’S REY V. REITERALM WM 1.99 196 I VALERIE M ARRIS
WINDCHIME’S STEAL THE THUNDER GS 6.23 190 III RICHARD H OSBORNE

EYES: LT. ECTROPIC -- BITE: BUTTBITE  
JUDGES:  NORMAN R PRIMA, RIC KILDOW, MARK D OLCOTT

RAPPAHANNOCK 11/13/2022 2022-0491 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
HAGERO HILL ABRAHAM PP 7.50 112 I RONALD HILLEGAS
HAGERO HILL ABRUZZI RYE PP 7.50 112 I MAXIMILIAN A MERRILL
HAGERO HILL CAPT A WINNIE PP 7.50 96 III JERRY L WIESHEIER
HAGERO HILL SELAH AGNES PP 7.50 107 II LORI L STEELE
PURE LUCK’S HOPE TOWN DRIFTER GS 14.37 106 II CALVIN K SELPH
QUINEBAUG’S BROWNING GOES ROUGHSHOOTING GS 12.30 82 None ROY M MADDOCKS

USED BIRD AT WATER  
VERITY’S MESTER MOZZIE VI 13.90 94 III DANIEL J ZIKA
VERITY’S RUBY HARDGRAVES VI 13.90 97 II DAVID CAFFREY
VOM WOLTJEN THANKFUL HILLBILLY GW 13.37 105 I GABRIEL B HALSEY
WET ACRES NNOT YOUR FATHER’S GIMBAL GR 12.63 84 None JOHN R BORDELON

ATTRIBUTES WERE NOT EVALUATED -- HANDLER PULLED DOG FROM THE TEST DUE TO A DIFFERENT DOG’S INJURY, HAD TO  
    TAKE INJURED DOG TO VET  TEMP: Not Judged

JUDGES:  NORMAN R PRIMA, RIC KILDOW, MARK D OLCOTT

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/12/2022 2022-0492 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
NOVA VOM CANUCK GS 14.80 106 I MELODY J SWEET

TEETH: EXTRA 304  
Utility Preparatory Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
PAN AMERICAN DRACO PP 5.69 167 II GRETCHEN SEIDLER
ZOLDMALI SPARGA WV 2.01 129 None PATRICK CHAMPION

TEETH: MISSING 107  
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
FAROUT FIELDS BIRDY BANDIT BS 2.45 144 None ROBERT SANCHEZ
LODGE’S DRAKE GS 2.98 171 None AMANDA GRUHN
YARA THE NINA GS 4.57 198 I ALBERTO J MUNOZ GONZALEZ

BITE: OVERSHOT  
JUDGES:  LAWRENCE O RUDDOCK, KEITH H KEMMER, STEVE A SLAUSON

FLORIDA PALMETTO 11/13/2022 2022-0493 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
AFTERHOURS IZZABELLA II GW 14.40 106 II JEFFERY CONAWAY

TEETH: MISSING 207  
AFTERHOURS KEEP UP IF YOU CAN GW 12.33 81 III EARL W BETTIS
GROUSE POINTS STONEY JACKSON GS 15.93 81 None JEFFREY J SEVOR
LA SOMBRA DEL SOL OF THE BLACKWATER PP 14.80 0 None JOHN H BISHOP

COAT: NO FURNISHINGS  Gun Shy  
MUSTAIN’S WHISKEY VON RONKO SM 11.23 112 I JAMES D HOWELL
NORTH HILLS COOPER SM 8.30 110 I JASON NAVARRO
RGK BEAM GS 14.47 79 III ALYSSA N YOUNG

BITE: BUTTBITE  
RIPSNORTER’S KULANI KOA PP 7.63 112 I LUIS PEREZ
STEADY POINTS KILLN EM SOFTLY KIMBER GS 11.03 112 I ADAM MACKILLOP
WINDCHIME’S GOTCHA BACK GS 11.33 110 I MICHAEL D LONTINE

JUDGES:  LAWRENCE O RUDDOCK, KEITH H KEMMER, STEVE A SLAUSON

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/11/2022 2022-0494 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
LADY-BIRD’S MID-AIR COLLISION GR 13.80 112 I MICHAEL W FLYNN
OUTLANDERS WHIRLWIND BLITZ GS 13.53 106 II RICHARD C TATUM JR
QUINEBAUG’S HOLD YER FIRE GS 12.23 101 II JERRY E WIEGERT
Utility Test Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
DEFIANT’S HIGH POINT GUNNER GR 5.50 154 None TYLER R STEWART
OUTLANDERS BORN TO RUN GS 3.66 186 II PETER H WADSWORTH
PRIME TIME-GARBONITA LOVEC GS 1.69 156 None GREG D SVANCARA

JUDGES:  RUTH A WEISS, JOHN A MACNEAL, WILLIAM T BASTIAN

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/12/2022 2022-0495 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
CALLY VOM DEUTSCHEN WEG PP 13.33 82 None KURT J DAVIS

USED BIRD AT WATER -- COAT: JUDGED DRY  
GACKLE V MAKOSHIKA GW 12.57 112 I VESNA BRKIC
HARVESTHILLS OVER THE RIVER PP 9.50 80 None RICHINA DAVIS

USED BIRD AT WATER -- COAT: JUDGED DRY  
HIGH POINT MOUNTAIN RIVER SAGE GR 11.40 65 None RUSSELL D STEWART

BIRD USED AT WATER -- COAT: JUDGED DRY  Gun Sensitive  
OUTLANDERS XANADU SAGE GS 9.13 84 III MICHAEL R CHAPDELAIN
SEAVIEW MOUNTAIN RIVER ANNIE GR 6.60 82 None RUSSELL D STEWART

USED BIRD AT WATER  
STARRPATH’S BITTEROOT MYSTIQUE VI 5.80 80 III MELODY STARR
TREIBEN’S WAGNER DODGE PP 14.67 112 I ANNA C ROTHLEUTNER

BITE: BUTTBITE -- TEETH: EXTRA 105  
TWIN CREEKS HUNTER PP 12.40 96 III BOBBY D BROWN

TEETH: MISSING 408  
WESTERN SKY GR 11.40 87 III TYLER R STEWART

JUDGES:  DANIEL G WITTMAN, RUTH A WEISS, WILLIAM T BASTIAN

GRAND CANYON OF ARIZONA 11/13/2022 2022-0496 
Natural Ability Breed Mo - Yr Pts Prz Owner
DEZERT REBELZ HANK PP 10.60 112 I JAMES BRUNO
HUNTING HILLS’ X JAX SM 11.33 83 III SCOTT HOLLISTER
ROCKCREEK MAGPIE PP 8.80 112 I CHRISTIAN B FINGER

BITE: OVERSHOT  
WHISKEYTOWN PRINCESS HAZEL NUTS GR 11.70 110 I ADRIAN G SANCHEZ

JUDGES:  DANIEL G WITTMAN, JOHN A MACNEAL, WILLIAM T BASTIAN

mines, refer the matter to the Judging and Test-
ing Committee to investigate. The investigation 
may include:

• Asking for corroborating information. 
• Interviewing the Judge or Judges involved.
• Seeking additional sources of information 

as necessary. 
(Note: To maintain confidentiality, the iden-

tity of the person(s) lodging a complaint may, 
at the discretion of the Director of Judge Devel-
opment or the Executive Council, be withheld.) 

During the investigation, the letter or com-
plaint may be forwarded to the Judge in ques-
tion. If it is determined that disciplinary action 
may be warranted, the Judge(s) who are the 
subject of the investigation will be asked for a 
response. 

When the Judging and Testing Committee is 
prepared to make a recommendation on the in-
vestigation, the recommendation will be given 
to the Director of Judge Development for sub-
mission to the NAVHDA Executive Council for 
final action. After discussion and careful con-
sideration, the Executive Council may accept, 
reject or modify the Judging and Testing Com-
mittee’s recommendation. 

Any Judge who believes discipline, actions 
or recommendations made by the Executive 
Council are unjust, may appeal by following 
the guidelines below: 

An intent to appeal must be submitted in 
writing to the Director of Judge Development 
within 10 calendar days of receiving the initial 
decision from the Executive Council. The writ-
ten request should briefly but specifically state 
the reason for appeal. 

The NAVHDA President and the Director 
of Judge Development will appoint an appeal 
committee within 10 calendar days of receiving 
the intent to appeal. The appellant will have 
the opportunity to present his or her full ap-
peal to the appeal committee either in writing, 
a virtual meeting, or both. Any virtual meeting 
involving the appeal will be recorded. 

The appeal committee will hear the appellant 
and make a recommendation to the Executive 
Council. Any decision made by the Executive 
Council involving the appeal will be commu-
nicated in writing within 10 calendar days. All 
appeal decisions are final. 

2023 Aims & Rules Clinics

Date Clinic Type Clinic Location/Chapter Contact Phone E-mail 
March 4-5  Aims & Rules Clinic Snow Hill, NC/Coastal Plains Adam Williams (910) 333-3288 randallwilliams268@gmail.com
April 1-2  Aims & Rules Clinic Nacogdoches, TX/Lone Star Mark Santos (832) 202-7212 msantos@bmbinc.com
April 22-23 Aims & Rules Clinic Athens, OH/Appalachian Valley Caleb Jones (304) 488-9802 cmjones2115@gmail.com
April 22-23 Aims & Rules Clinic Luthersville, GA/Chattahoochee Karen Kucker (605) 545-5475 rebelpointpudelpointers@gmail.com
May 6-7 Aims & Rules Clinic Clayton, NY/Ottawa Valley Luc Raymond (819) 246-4958 lraymond1@me.com
May 6-7 Aims & Rules Clinic Fairfield, CA/Northern California Erin Gregoire (707) 338-3828  erindowdy@gmail.com 
May 13-14 Aims & Rules Clinic Dresden, ME/Yankee Kathleen Weller (865) 274-6843 katred07@gmail.com
May 20-21 Aims & Rules Clinic Palmer, AK/Alaska-Yukon Kenneth Gates (907) 953-9709 kengates@gci.net
May 20-21 Invitational Clinic Luthersville, GA/Chattahoochee Karen Kucker (605) 545-5475 rebelpointpudelpointers@gmail.com
May 20-21 Aims & Rules Dalmatia, PA/Lenape Rocky Baer (570) 898-4014 baer.rocky@gmail.com
June 3-4 Aims & Rules Clinic Onalaska/Chehalis, WA/Pacific Northwest Rob Gebhart (360) 269-3351 rgebhart1@comcast.net
June 3-4 Aims & Rules Clinic Wassilla, AK/Northern Lights Scott Breitsprecher (907) 231-1558 sbreitsprecher907@gmail.com
June 3-4 Aims & Rules Clinic Marine on St Croix, MN/Minnesota Sam Tillman (308) 249-6413 samsnyd@gmail.com
June 24-24 Invitational Clinic Marine on St Croix, MN/Minnesota Pete Aplikowski (651) 485-0055 pete@soldbypete.com
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Living Up To The efforT, Time and TrUsT! 

The Best in Electronic Dog Training Equipment, Sales, 
Trades, Repairs, Parts and Great Customer Service! 

800-430-2010  www.collarclinic.com

“Jager “

1517 Northern Star Dr. Traverse City MI  49696

NAVHDAad2015V3.indd   1 7/1/2015   3:53:25 PMFREE INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
As a special promotion, Wolfe Publishing Company is offering a 

FREE issue of The Upland Almanac to NAVHDA members.  
Upland Almanac is the only journal devoted to upland bird  

hunting and is acclaimed by enthusiasts everywhere.  
Special one-year and two-year subscription offers are available.

Subscribe today and save with this great offer!
The Upland Almanac contains great feature articles and columns on:
•   Bird Hunting Destinations
•   Dog Handling, Training and Health
•   Fine Shotguns and Shooting Tips
•   Product Reviews on Gear and Shotguns
•   Culinary Secrets 

Go online for more information at
www.uplandalmanac.com

or call toll free: 1-800-899-7810
(Use Promo Code: NAV22)

TheUpland Almanac®

Winter 2021

• StorieS in Miniature •

Road Notes:
Columbia 
Basin Mélange

Section 799.2: 
Ben East: "With Pheasants"

 
Destinations:
Dakota Prairie 
Lodge

*All four 2021 issues on DVD FREE with a two-year subscription

*
The

Road Notes: 
A Fine Day in 
Quarantine

Destinations:  
Upstate New York

Landings:  
Every Cog and Wheel

Upland Almanac®

SSuummmmeerr  22002211

••  TTeedd  LLuunnddrriiggaann  RReemmeemmbbeerreedd  ••

The Upland Almanac
Wolfe Publishing Company • 2180 Gulfstream, Ste. A  
Prescott, AZ 86301 •  info@uplandalmanac.com 

UA

TheUpland Almanac®

Autumn 2021

• The Scout 2021 •

Snipe at 10,000 Feet 

Destinations:  
Maine –
Grant's Kennebago Camps

Section 799.2:  
"With Woodcock"

Deutsch Kurzhaar has provided the foot hunter with a powerful versatile 
hunting partner, developed through a performance based testing system 
and breeding program that enhance the overall conformation set forth 
by the Deutsch Kurzhaar Verband.
 Visit our website at WWW.NADKC.ORG to learn more 
about a perfect blend of trainability, versatility 
and desire in your next hunting dog.

Like us and follow us on Facebook at North American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club.

DEUTSCH KURZHAAR

The Original 
German Shorthair

Contact one of the many breeders in your area to 
discuss all the benefits of the Deutsch Kurzhaar.

2023 NAVHDA Testing Calendar

Date Chapter/Location  Test Type Contact Phone E-mail 
Feb 25-26 Central California Navhda CA NA Isaac Kikawa (808) 756-0192 isaackikawa@me.com
Mar 17-18 Chattahoochee GA UPT/UT Karen Kucker (605) 545-5475 chattahoocheetesting@gmail.com 
Mar 18-19 Chattahoochee GA NA Karen Kucker (605) 545-5475 chattahoocheetesting@gmail.com
Mar 18-19 Carolinas NC NA/UPT/UT Kimberly Lewis (850) 900-6818 klewis700@ymail.com
Mar 25-26 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease (703) 765-5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Mar 25-26 Florida Palmetto FL NA/UPT/UT Amanda Gruhn (904) 294-6680 amandabgruhn@gmail.com
Mar 31-Apr 2 Northern California CA NA/UPT/UT Erin Gregoire (707) 338-3828 erindowdy@gmail.com
Apr 1-2 Coastal Plains NC NA/UPT/UT L. Suzann Novak (910) 352-8277 coastalplainsnavhdatest@gmail.com
Apr 1-2 Foothills NC NA/UPT/UT Charles Upchurch (402) 830-5338 versatilehunter66@gmail.com
Apr 15-16 Potomac MD NA/UT Jill Degraff (202) 213-1974 jillkdegraff@gmail.com
Apr 28-30 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Lee Abbott (716) 353-3781 leepabbott@gmail.com
Apr 29-30 Budds Creek Navhda MD NA/UPT/UT Loren Rogers (732) 995-2245 loren45@aol.com
May 6-7 Bushkill PA NA Jacob Bartells (610) 637-8484 jakebartells@yahoo.com
May 6-7 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Caleb Jones (304) 488-9802 cmjones2115@gmail.com
May 19-21 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell (610) 304-6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
May 19 Illowa IA NA Michelle Wilbers (563) 672-3291 michelle.wilbers@gmail.com
May 20 Illowa IA NA/UPT/UT Michelle Wilbers (563) 672-3291 michelle.wilbers@gmail.com
May 20 Delmarva DE NA Edward Mcwilliams (703) 395-4936 edmcwilliams@reachmp.com
May 20-21 Finger Lakes NY NA Judith Overslaugh (585) 303-0831 joverslaugh@rochester.rr.com
May 21 Illowa IA NA Michelle Wilbers (563) 672-3291  michelle.wilbers@gmail.com
May 21 Delmarva DE NA/UPT/UT Edward Mcwilliams (703) 395-4936 edmcwilliams@reachmp.com
Jun 2-4 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade (207) 491-5797 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Jun 2-4 Southern Adirondack NY NA/UPT/UT Heidi Atkinson (518) 788-8036 hwla0611@gmail.com
Jun 3-4 Southern New England CT NA/UPT/UT Jennifer Kilburn (860) 336-8906 jennifer.e.kilburn@gmail.com
Jun 3-4 Ontario Grand River ON NA Janice Wolff (519) 759-1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Jun 3-4 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Robert Otten (201) 755-4008 robert.j.otten@gmail.com
Jun 10-11 Kettle Moraine WI NA/UPT/UT Jaymi Busby (801) 450-7639 kmnavhdatestsecretary@gmail.com
Jun 10-11 Keystone PA NA/UPT/UT Cristin Murray (410) 274-6077 cristinmurray@hotmail.com
Jun 24-25 Ottawa Valley ON NA/UPT/UT Luc Raymond (819) 246-4958 lraymond1@me.com
Jun 24-25 Red River Valley ND NA Steven Buck (701) 729-6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Jul 28-30 Northern Lights AK NA/UPT/UT Dori Hollingsworth (907) 491-0393 dori@gci.net
Aug 18-20 Alaska Yukon AK NA/UPT/UT Jordan Engel (907) 398-6746 jengelak@gmail.com
Aug 19-20 Bushkill PA NA/UPT/UT Jacob Bartells (610) 637-8484 jakebartells@yahoo.com
Aug 25-27 Hudson Valley NY NA/UPT/UT Ann Bagnell (610) 304-6047 annbagnell@gmail.com
Aug 25-27 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade (207) 778-4868 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Aug 26-27 Ottawa Valley ON NA/UPT/UT Luc Raymond (819) 246-4958 lraymond1@me.com
Aug 26-27 Wisconsin WI NA/UPT/UT Steven A Harmeyer (920) 668-8619 steve42h@gmail.com
Aug 26-27 Keystone PA NA/UPT/UT Cristin Murray (410) 274-6077 cristinmurray@hotmail.com
Aug 26-27 Red River Valley ND NA/UPT/UT Steven Buck (701) 729-6483 bucksmbuck@gmail.com
Aug 26-27 Delmarva DE NA Edward Mcwilliams (703) 395-4936 edmcwilliams@reachmp.com
Sep 1-3 Finger Lakes NY NA/UPT/UT Judith Overslaugh (585) 303-0831 joverslaugh@rochester.rr.com
Sep 1-3 Southern Adirondack NY NA/UPT/UT Heidi Atkinson (518) 788-8036 hwla0611@gmail.com
Sep 2-3 Lenape Chapter PA NA/UPT/UT Rocky Baer (570) 898-4014 baer.rocky@gmail.com
Sep 2-3 Ontario Grand River ON NA/UT Janice Wolff (519) 759-1674 vizslat@rogers.com
Sep 8-10 Illowa IA NA/UPT/UT Jennifer Fynaardt (402) 917-0533 jenniferfynaardt@gmail.com
Sep 9-10 New Brunswick NB NA/UPT/UT Tristan Rutter (506) 449-1545 tristanrutter@gmail.com
Sep 9-10 Hickory Run PA NA/UPT/UT Barbara Brookman (610) 294-9022 brookmanbj8@gmail.com
Sep 9-10 Sebasticook ME NA/UPT/UT Marie Wade (207) 778-4868 uplandhuntress@myfairpoint.net
Sep 9-10 Rock Tavern NY NA/UPT/UT Robert Otten (201) 755-4008 robert.j.otten@gmail.com
Sep 22-24 Southern New England CT NA/UPT/UT Jennifer Kilburn (860) 336-8906 jennifer.e.kilburn@gmail.com
Sep 23-24 Appalachian Valley OH NA/UPT/UT Caleb Jones (304) 488-9802 cmjones2115@gmail.com
Sep 23-24 Potomac MD NA/UPT/UT Jill Degraff (202) 213-1974 jillkdegraff@gmail.com
Sep 29-Oct 1 Missouri Uplands MO NA/UPT/UT Lee Abbott (716) 353-3781 leepabbott@gmail.com
Oct 14-15 Budds Creek Navhda MD NA/UPT/UT Loren Rogers (732) 995-2245 loren45@aol.com
Nov 4-5 Rappahannock VA NA/UPT/UT Alyssa Pease (703) 765-5715 spinonecos@yahoo.com
Nov 11-12 Florida Palmetto FL NA/UPT/UT Amanda Gruhn (904) 294-6680 amandabgruhn@gmail.com

The most recent version of this calendar is available on the NAVHDA website at www.navhda.org.
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Written by experts for  experts  
and those who want to be. 
Visit our website at www.pointingdogjournal.com  
to order a current, no-obligation examination issue of 
The Pointing Dog Journal — the Sporting Dog Authority.
Visit www.pointingdogjournal.com

As a member of NAVHDA,  you want  

your versatile dog to do it all. For nearly  

30 years, The Pointing Dog Journal  

has been helping hunting dog

owners do just that.

call 844-251-2652 for your no-obligation issue!

Seek, Point, & Retrieve

NAVHDA members are eligible for a special  
$5 savings off our regular subscription price – so 
you can get yours for only $21.95* for six issues!

• 6 great issues a year

• Sign up for e-mail newsletter, articles, and offers

• Join our social media community on Facebook 
for more discussion, photos, links to online  
content, and more

* Not including sales tax, applicable based on recipient address.


