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UT Walking at Heel Criteria 
Please reread the July 2022 Judges Email Blast regarding walking at heel and note the following specific points:  

• This is a practical test of the handler’s ability to approach a body of water intending to jump shoot ducks.  
• The highest score should be given to the dog and handler that can accomplish the task with minimal or 

no commands.  I.E., the dog that walks beside the handler with a loose lead or off lead requiring no 
commands receives the highest score.  The dog that leads the handler down the path is not at heel no 
matter what the slack in the lead may be.  

• Excessive pulling on the lead, foot stomping, shuffling, or an abnormal pace may be penalized depending 
on the frequency and severity. Similarly, voice or other commands given by the handler as he or she 
proceeds along the path may lower the score. 

• This test is not to be judged as an elimination test. Is the dog being obedient to the handler? 
 

The January 2023 Email blast announced the removal of the “gates” for this test.  The test is still for the dog 
to be walked at heel from a designated starting point, on or off lead, for approximately 50 yards to a position 
by a blind set up on the shore. Some have had difficulty understanding how to conduct the test with no 
gates.  The specifics are: 
• Heeling begins when the dog has crossed the designated starting point or the first verbal or non-verbal 

command is given. (The designated starting point may be a natural object, a line in the dirt, etc.) 
•  The course should be obvious, but no “physical line” to mark the course may be used.   

o IF necessary IF the course is not obvious, a maximum of 4 short strands (8” or less) of surveyor’s 
(bright orange) tape may be tied to a piece of vegetation to give the general direction of the 
heeling path.  If used, the tape must be placed at approximately the height of the handler’s head, 
not at the dog’s head level.  

• Heeling ends when the dog and handler reach the blind. The heeling course should contain a bend, 
preferably around some natural object.   

• Use of a chain, choke collar or any type of slip lead is not allowed. 
• The handler will carry an unloaded break open shotgun.  

 
Bite / Teeth Anomalies 
All three judges must agree on any recorded anomalies with the teeth or bite. The Senior Judge must verify. If 
an apprentice is checking the bite and teeth a judge must also check. 

Apprentices Checking Collars 
Some apprentices are being asked to check the collar on every dog. This is not necessary. If you as a Judge 
observe a collar that is too tight, please point that out to the apprentice and handler explaining that a very tight 
collar may mimic an E-collar. 
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New Sponsor 
A reminder that we have a new exclusive kennel sponsor, Ruffland Kennels. Please mention them during 
opening and closing remarks. In addition, Ruffland offers all NAVHDA members a 15-20% discount. Dakota 283 
is no longer a sponsor. Information on how to apply for the RuffLand discount is available via a link on the 
NAVHDA website under “Membership and Chapters.” 
Handlers Appealing Test Scores or Physical Attributes 
There is NO appeal process for handlers that dispute the scores they’ve been given.  Similarly, how the coat, 
bite, teeth, gun shyness or temperament were judged are not subject to appeal.   Scores will only be changed if 
there is a mathematical error. By entering a NAVHDA test, handlers should be fully aware that they will be 
judged by people who in many cases do not know them or their dog. The dog is judged on his / her performance 
on that day at that time, based on NAVHDA standards and testing criteria.  

UT Steady by Blind 
Question from the field: Dog pops (i.e., moves from the position by the blind where the handler placed it) on 
one of the shots and two feet land in the water. Can this dog still receive a 4 in Steady by Blind? 

Answer from the J&T: No, this dog should not receive a 4.  Please refer to the Aims and Rules book page 23 and 
24, “Steadiness by the Blind.”  “A dog requiring many reprimands, or one that leaves the blind, or whines and 
barks will be severely penalized.”   

IT Honoring at Blind 
Question from the field: Since handlers can now make their dog lay down, what happens if they are in a down 
position and sit or stand up? 

Answer from the J&T: Nothing, a dog in a down position will be permitted to sit or stand without the score being 
lowered. This is a steadiness test, if the dog takes steps or breaks, the score will be lowered.   

 

 

 

 
 


