
The Jim and Bobby Applegate Award for 
Outstanding Volunteer Contributions to NAVHDA



2024 Recipient

Phil Swain



Long Term Commitment to NAVHDA Through Dedicated Service both locally and Internationally:  

• Joined NAVHDA International in January 1975 (Member #56). 
o 49 Years of continuous membership. 

• Became a NAVHDA Judge January 1978.
o Has Judged more than 360 test days at 50 different chapters, evaluating nearly 2700 dogs. 

• Served as NAVHDA International Vice-President from 1989 to 1992.
• Founding member of the Judging and Testing Committee, has been a continuous member since its inception.
• Chapter delegate to NAVHDA International Meeting for many years. 

o Asked to facilitate and speak many times based on years of experience. 
• Became a NAVHDA Aims and Rules Clinic Leader in 1990.

o Has led 22 Clinics across the United States and Canada.
• Edited, revised, and helped publish multiple versions of the NAVHDA Aims & Rules Booklet.

Mentorship and Recruitment: 

• Offered countless hours/days 1:1 training at his home for Chapter members. 
• Apprentice Judge Mentor since 2016.
• Contributed dozens of articles to the Versatile Hunting Dog (VHD) Magazine.
• Became a “Contributing Editor” to the VHD in 2016.
• Apprentice Judge Program Manager since 2020.

o NAVHDA Apprentice Judges are at an all-time high under Phil’s leadership.
o Manages a team of Apprentice Judge mentors and is a critical part of the Judging and Testing Committee.

NAVHDA’s Code of Conduct states in part that “all members…are expected to observe and support civility, ethical 
conduct, maturity, and integrity in their interactions with all fellow members, and to support the rules and standards 
of NAVHDA.” 
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