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Judges Email Blast 

February 2024 
 
Judges Workshops 
As a reminder, if you did not attend the Judges Workshop at the Annual Meeting in Detroit, there are two 
opportunities to attend virtually: March 10th @ 4:00pm Eastern & March 24th @ 4:00pm Eastern. Pre-
Registration is required. Everyone should have received an email to register for a session. Attending one 
workshop per year is a requirement for all judges to maintain judging credentials. Workshops are 
approximately 90 minutes in length.  
 
UT Remaining by the Blind – Cooperation (NEW for 2024) 
We will “un-shade” the cooperation box (to reflect a secondary score) in UT remaining by the blind. Previously, 
there wasn’t a place to logically reflect excessive barking or whining. We will exhaust our current inventory of 
cards before you see this change. Judges are welcome to simply write in the current shaded box for cooperation 
in the meantime.      

 

Placing Gun on the Ground (New for 2024) 
UPT, UT & IT handlers will no longer be permitted to place the gun on the ground. This would apply to the field 
(UPT, UT, IT), and the retrieve of duck (UPT & UT). The only exception in the field would be when a handler is 
giving water. In that case, the handler may give the gun to a Judge or gunner to hold while giving water to the 
dog. This would not apply for duck search (UPT & UT). During the duck the handler may hold the gun or hand it 
to a Judge. 

IT double marked retrieve will be the same; “you may hand the gun to the Judge after you have sent your dog 
for the first retrieve, or you may choose to keep it through the entire sequence. You should tell the judges in 
advance what you intend to do”. This quote is from the IT instructions tab on the web. This language is currently 
not reflected in the Aims & Rules book and will be corrected.  

 

Prior Knowledge of Aggressive Dog Behavior (New for 2024) 
What if we have prior knowledge of aggressive dog behavior as evidenced at this year’s invitational? If there is 
prior knowledge of aggressive dog behavior the Judging & Testing Committee (J&T) will need supporting 
documentation from at least two members who have first-hand knowledge of the aggressive behavior. The 
handler would then be contacted by Kim Arnett and given the opportunity to respond. The J&T will review and 
make recommendations to the Executive Council to allow, or not allow the dog to participate in future 
NAVHDA tests or events.  
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Judge Reimbursement 
We are receiving several reports from the field that judges are not being reimbursed for travel expenses in a 
timely manner. Ideally, judges should receive reimbursement prior to leaving the test grounds. Sometimes this 
is not possible, in that case judges should receive reimbursement no later than 2 weeks after the test. If 
reimbursement is not received, judges are instructed to call Kim Arnett in the office, and she will contact the 
Chapter President.  
 
 

Requests to Judge 
This is by far the number one complaint the Judging & Testing Committee hears from chapters. Please, return 
calls, texts or emails requesting you to judge within 48 hours. This has been communicated several times in the 
past.  

 

UT Blind Sequence 
As a reminder, the blind must be 3-sided and at least 36’ tall. The chapter must provide a minimum of 6-10 
decoys. This is a minimal expectation of NAVHDA test standards, and our judges need to assure these standards 
are met. In addition, the decoys should be placed far enough away from the bank to mimic an actual duck 
hunting scenario. Decoys must never be placed right next to the bank.  

 

Please Remember to Mention Youth Programs 

Kristin Rieser Youth Aims and Rules Clinic Program: 

·       This Endowment funds the cost of young members who wish to attend a NAVHDA Aims and Rules 
Clinic. Applications are on the web site and handled at the main office. 

NAVHDA Youth Testing Incentive Program: 

·       To encourage youth education and participation in the training and testing of versatile hunting 
dogs, any youth that handles a dog in a NAVHDA sanctioned test can receive 75% reimbursement of the 
paid entry fee. Forms should be completed by the parent / guardian and signed by the test secretary 
and /or senior judge, ideally at the time of the test to be included with the mailing envelopes. Head 
office issues the reimbursements. 

NAVHDA Youth Events Program: 

·       These events could include camp programs, youth training days, youth shooting skills classes, 
NAVHDA chapter youth outdoor events, and youth hunts. 
·       Applying for funds can be by a local NAVHDA chapter to help run an event themselves or an 
individual youth member can ask the chapter to sponsor them in an event that they are interested in 
attending. Applications are on the web site and are evaluated by the youth committee. 


