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Retrieving:   

Several of our NAVHDA tests have the retrieve as an integral judged part of the whole performance of 
the dog.  For a hunting dog, and for conservation of game, retrieving the game to the handler is 
important.  Some latitude in the efficiency of the retrieve is allowed in the Utility Preparatory Test (i.e. 
“For the UPT retrieve the dog should bring the bird within reach of the handler to receive a (4), it does 
not have to bring the bird to the hand. Although, to receive a passing score (1), the dog must bring the 
bird within a reasonable distance and easily accessible to the handler. The dog is expected to carry 
the bird, with a firm but gentle, balanced grip.”) In past email blasts, “a reasonable distance” has 
been described to be within one or at most two steps of the handler.  

In the Utility Test, the efficiency of the retrieve is more clearly defined specifically in the 
retrieve of a shot bird: “On command, the dog should go quickly to the fallen bird, pick it up, return 
directly to the handler and then wait calmly until told to release the bird to hand. Putting the bird 
down anywhere en-route before being commanded to release it may be penalized. The dog should 
hold the bird gently, but firmly, with a balanced grip.”    

Similarly, in the UT Retrieve of Dragged Game, and in the Retrieve of the Duck, the finish of 
this facet of the test, i.e. the retrieve is described in the same way.  In the Search for a Duck test the 
Aims and Rules book states that, “if the opportunity for a retrieve occurs,” such as the duck being 
caught or shot, the retrieve must be completed successfully. The inference has always been that “if 
the opportunity for a retrieve occurs” the retrieve will be to hand without any additional commands.    

In the October 2023 Judges Email Blast, a scenario was given in which, because of an 
inefficient retrieve, the dog’s Duck Search score should be reduced.  The Judging and Testing 
committee has discussed the need to better define how the retrieve may affect the overall score in 
this test.  

In the duck search, the test simulates a duck hunting situation wherein a duck has been shot 
and is down on the water and the dog must conduct an efficient search in which the likelihood of the 
duck being found may be judged.  Additionally, since this is a hunting situation at the Utility Test level, 
if a retrieve opportunity occurs the standard for a successful conclusion of the test will be a retrieve 
to hand, i.e. the dog will bring the duck directly to the handler and wait calmly until told to release the 
bird; the efficiency of the retrieve is part of the final overall score.    

To be clear, in the Search for a Duck test, if a retrieve opportunity occurs, the best score will 
be given when the dog returns the retrieved duck directly to the handler and waits calmly until told to 
release the bird to hand.  Any additional commands, other than the release, may reduce the overall 
Search for Duck score and may also cause a reduction in scores for this portion of the test in desire, 
cooperation and obedience.    

Steadiness:  



Some judges are having difficulty judging steadiness which has led to some incorrect interpretations 
of how this aspect of the test is judged.  Judging steadiness requires close attention and observation 
by judges.  In the description of the Search in the Aims and Rules book, each aspect of steadiness is 
specifically defined in the grey highlighted column and in the diagram at the bottom of the page. 
Steadiness is judged in four very distinct parts; steady to flush, steady to wing, steady to shot and 
steady to fall and the back of the UT score card provides a block to score each part for each bird 
handled. The steadiness score on the front of the score card also provides a block for the cumulative 
score in each of the 4 parts of steadiness. The overall steadiness total score is the number that, 
based on the dog’s performance in steady to flush, steady to wing, steady to shot and steady to fall 
best represents the dog’s overall steadiness performance.  For example, if a dog receives a 2 in steady 
to flush but remains steady to wing, shot and fall, the dog can still receive a 4 in wing, shot and fall. 
Just because a dog has a problem in flush does not mean the rest of the sequence is zeroed out. 
We’ve heard some judges refer to this as “original sin”, which is totally incorrect. Each of the 4 boxes 
in steadiness should be scored independently for each bird handled, they are not linked.  

Electronic Whistles:   

Electronic devices of any kind worn on the dog, or the handler are not permitted. This would include 
electronic whistles.   

NA Handlers Carrying a Gun:  

NA handlers are not permitted to carry any type of firearm or a firearm replica while testing.   


