
Kristin was a passionate enthusiast for all things NAVHDA, AKC and NSTRA. 
She successfully ran dogs in all levels of NAVHDA’s testing program and was 
an accomplished breeder of German shorthaired pointers receiving many 
Breeders Awards. Kristin was an active volunteer for her local chapter, a 
cheerleader for all other NAVHDA members, and an aspiring veterinarian. Jim 
and Donna Rieser of Shooting Starr Kennels, created this fund in memory of 
their daughter. 

1. The Youth fills out the application with their information and the clinic details.
2. The Youth writes a short story about themselves, their experiences with dogs 

and hunting, and why they want to attend the clinic.
3. Provide a photo of themselves and their dog.
4. Ask a NAVHDA member to write a note of recommendation.

NAVHDA International sends a check straight to the chapter for 
the clinic fee so there is no money out of their pocket for the event.

New experiences can really grow and stretch youth, but they can be scary and 
intimidating.  The NAVHDA Youth Mentors have been in your shoes and are 
available to share their experiences about how they completed their applications, 
what the weekend was like and how much fun they had! 
Please encourage your youth to reach out to NAVHDA Youth Committee Member

Sara Heesacker at surefirekennels@gmail.com to connect with them.

Makenzie Heesacker
Rocky Mountain, Black Hills, Frontier and 
West Slope NAVHDA Chapters
Received scholarships for
• NA/UT Aims clinic at age 10
• Invitational Aims clinic at age 13
Tested Dogs at NA & UT level
Current Goals: Running Invitational 2024

Alison Mathis
Missouri Uplands, Missouri South, Illowa and 
Spoon River Chapters
Received scholarships for
• NA/UT Aims clinic at age 11
Tested Dogs at NA level
Current Goals: Running Utility 2025


