NAVHDOA

NORTH AMERICAN VERSATILE HUNTING DOG ASSOCIATION

2025
NAVHDA
ANNUAL

MEETING

Director of Judge Development
Report

Presented by: Mark Whalen



Thank You Judging & Testing
Committee 2024

« Mark Whalen (MD) Director of Judging

« Dan Wittman (AZ) director of Testing

« Phil Swain (OR) Apprentice Judge Program Manager
+ Roy Ames (WI) Acting Senior Judge Program Manager
< Ruth Weiss (CA) Apprentice Judge Mentor (A-E)

+ Steve Kosmicki (TN) Apprentice Judge Mentor (F-I)
+ Keith Kemmer (ND) Apprentice Judge Mentor (J-L)
+ Peter Wade (ME) Apprentice Judge Mentor (M-R)

+ Mike Melotik (WI) Apprentice Judge Mentor (S-Z)

« Donnie Ebersole (MD) Member At Large

+ Todd Rockhold (MN) Member At Large

+ Desiree Stormont (MN) Member At Large

< Luc Raymond (QC) Member At Large



Thank you Keith “Kemo” Kemmer for
3 years of outstanding service as a

member of the Judging & Testing
Commuittee!!



Judging & Testing Committee 2025

R

» Mark Whalen (MD) Director of Judging

» Dan Wittman (AZ) Director of Testing

- Phil Swain (OR) Apprentice Judge Program Manager
» Roy Ames (WI) Acting Senior Judge Program Manager
+ Ruth Weiss (CA) Apprentice Judge Mentor (A-E)

+» Steve Kosmicki (TN) Apprentice Judge Mentor (F-I)

« Donnie Ebersole (MD) Apprentice Judge Mentor (J-L)
+ Peter Wade (ME) Apprentice Judge Mentor (M-R)

+ Mike Melotik (WI) Apprentice Judge Mentor (S-2)

« Todd Rockhold (IA) Member At Large

+ Desiree Stormont (MN) Member At Large

+ Luc Raymond (QC) Member At Large

« Jake Heesacker(CO) — Member At Large

+ Jeff Rhodes(OH)- Member At Large
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Judges/ Apprentice
Judges / Clinics
(As of 2/01/2025)

170 (151) Judges

79 (75) Senior Judges

31 (31) Clinic Leaders

47 (62) Apprentice Judges

9 (9) Acting Senior Judges
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Retired Judges



“»Judge since 2016
“*»Judged 32 Tests

19 Difterent Chapters
522 Dogs Judged



{Lynn Erickson (WY)

“*»Judge since 1989
“*Senior Judge since 1996
“*IT Judge 1n 2007
“*»Judged 145 Tests
“*»Judged 1,009 dogs

25 Different Chapters



[Terry Wilson (VT)

“*Judge since 2016
“*»Judged 36 Tests
“»Judged 238 dogs

10 Different Chapters
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Gone But Not Forgotten



** Member since 2008

*»Judge since 2017
“»Judged 301 dogs
“»Judged 59 tests at 10 different chapters

“*Handled 5 unique dogs in 16 tests at 4
different chapters



+* Member since 2008

*»Judge since 2002

s Invitational Judge in 2021

*»Judged 739 dogs

“»Judged 99 tests at 19 different chapters

**Handled 7 unique dogs in 21 tests at 8
different chapters from 1999-2022



s* Member since 2002

*»Judge from 2007 - 2018
“»Judged 754 dogs
“»Judged 109 tests at 13 different chapters

“*Handled 7 unique dogs in 12 tests at 6
different chapters



“»Judge #36

“*Member since 1971

“sJudge 1971

*»Judged Test #000002 (NAVHDA Parent Body)
**Senior Judge 1990

39 Years as a NAVHDA Judge & Senior Judge
“»Judged 2,195 dogs

“sJudged 223 tests at 34 different chapters



|

Bill Jensen - Continued

*EC / Treasurer 1971-1973

*EC / Invitational Director 1974-1976

*EC / Director of Testing 1987-1992

“*EC / Vice President 1993-1995

‘*Founding Member of the Minnesota Chapter

**Handled 12 unique dogs in 22 tests at 5
different chapters from 1973-2009
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The Gun Dog
Test

2025 Annual Meeting




The UPT was originally designed to:
* be a “stepping-stone” test enroute to UT
* to keep members engaged with NAVHDA

However
Judges and handlers have indicated dissatisfaction with UPT because:
» Significant gap between NA and UPT
» UPT too similar to UT, so many handlers would go straight to UT
Stepping-stone goal hasn’t been met
UPT has been underutilized, not achieving continued engagement goal
Many members want a good hunting dog, not necessarily to UT standards




Review Process

Input was sought at Chapter Presidents meetings and feedback was considered.

Judges were asked to provide their input on regards to potential modifications to the UPT
through a survey:

-154 judges replied to the survey
- 80% agreed that the UPT should be changed in general
- Specifically, 78% wanted to remove the Duck Search

All of the survey’s results and suggestions were thoroughly reviewed by the J&T
Committee to form their recommendations to the Executive Council.

Considerations were also given to making this a test that might better represent what a
portion of our member expect out of their hunting partner.



Changes in GDT:
* No duck search
* Decoys added to Retrieve of Duck
* Retrieving requirements more specific

« For a4, the handler may give a single send command and a single
encouragement at pickup for the dog to bring the shot bird within a
reasonable distance (about a step). Additional commands or steps and dog
avoidance behaviors will lower the score accordingly. To receive
a minimally passing score, the dog must bring the bird within
a short distance the handler can reasonably walk to and pick up the bird with
no more than 3 additional steps.

GDT will not meet the 8-year judge qualification
requirement

It will satisfy the 4-year requirement




Anticipated Benefits of the GDT

* Handler gains experience whether pursuing a
reliable hunting dog or moving onto UT

* Retain members after the NA test
* Training experience promotes hunting team concept

* Advanced training beyond the NA level continues to
provide breeders with statistical information




Next steps
 Communicate changes via e-mail blasts to all judges and apprentices
* E-mail test changes to all Chapter Presidents
 Publish changes and details on Website, VHD and social media
* Include changes in the new revision of the Aims and Rules book

* Revise, as necessary, Aims and Rules clinic material
 Effective Date 2/01/2025
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1,300 Dogs Judged

Thank You !

As of 1/14/2025




Roy Ames

1583



Chip Bonde

3656
The most of any Judge in the
history of NAVHDA!!!



Blaine Carter
1636



Angie Coenen
1951

For the last several years Angie has judged
more dogs than any other NAVHDA Judge. 173
last year!!



Steve Greger
1500



Lisa Pehur
1749



Terry Petro

1513



Phil Swain

2791



David Trahan

2838



Marilyn Vetter

1482



Peter Wade

1731



Mark Whalen

1620
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Congratulations New

NAVHDA Senior Judges
for 2025 !




Etienne Canuel
Montmagny, Quebec



Donnie Ebersole
Williamsport, Maryland



Randy Hanson

Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania



Susan Ravenhill
Calgary, Alberta



Jerri Stanley
Charlotte Hall, Maryland



Chris Trina

Athens, Wisconsin
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Congratulations

New Judges for 2024!




Eric Borkoski

Zimmerman, Minnesota



Dennis Bortolin

Christiana, Tennessee



Jaymi Busby

Omro, Wisconsin



Kyley Caldwell

Lillington, North Carolina



HEVCIDERITE

Saint Jo, Texas



Craig Hoebeke

Grand Forks, North Dakota



Emily Julin

Colfax, lowa



Mike Laconto

Duncan, South Carolina



Dinah Mckenzie

Gatineau, Quebec



Renay Thomas

Hondo, Texas



Jennifer Reschke

Geneseo, New York



Samantha Tillman
North St. Paul, Minnesota



Jennifer Reschke

Geneseo, New York



Troy Van Beek

Le Mars, lowa



Jennifer Reschke

Geneseo, New York



Logan Weiss
St Paul, Minnesota
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Thank You!
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