
Youth Event - Budget Guidance 

Putting on a youth event can be as big or small, simple or complex, as your chapter 
would like to make it. Your chapter will need to agree on what is realistic based on the 
number of dogs, volunteers, time and resources. Remember, when instructing kids in 
the outdoors, lessons need to be hands on and interactive.  When designing your 
program, consider activities that include the dogs as much as possible, and make it as 
fun and exciting for both dogs and youth. If possible, pull mentors from your chapter that 
are engaging, fun and have experience as educators.  

Applications for a youth event are reviewed by NAVHDA’s International Youth 
Committee. We evaluate your plans for safety, types of activities, experienced mentors, 
volunteers, and a realistic budget. Safety plans will be a crucial component, as well as a 
focus on hands-on activities, hunting ethics, and wildlife conservation. We also assess 
the message that your event will convey to youths about versatile dogs and sharing 
hunting adventures in a non-competitive way with friends and family. 

In addition, there is an expectation that chapters will seek partnerships with other 
conservation organizations. Partnerships can include participation, in-kind support and / 
or cash donations. Ideally, sponsorships and donations will enable chapters to reduce 
the amount of funding requested from NAVHDA, especially over subsequent years. 

We will fund activities and supplies that are directly related to youth learning 
opportunities and events such as, but not limited to: 

• mentored youth hunts over trained dogs 
• versatile dog skills involving trained dogs and youth (retrieving, tracking) 
• sporting clays or other shooting practice 
• game cleaning 
• hunting and game conservation 
• birds 
• event supplies (orange safety gear, first aid, game cleaning, clay targets, etc.) 
• food and water for youth and volunteers 
• hunting and dog related gifts for youth (whistles, hats, etc.) 

We will not fund activities that are unsafe or create unequal conditions for youth, are 
lecture based or involve unnecessary supplies / products: 

• competitions 
• prizes through competitions 
• instructor fees / travel expenses 
• volunteer travel expenses 



We may fund on a case-by-case basis: 

• low to medium value prizes awarded where everyone has an equal opportunity to 
win (ideally donated not funded) 

• site rentals (if not donated) 


